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ThIi single end of this book is the presentation, in a compact and convenient 
form, of the more important fects, votes, resolves, letters, speeches, reports 
and other documents, which elucidate the political contest now agitating this 
country. It has been our aim to let every candidate and other important per- 
sonage speak for himself make his own platform, and vindicate (if he may) his 
own consistency and the soundness of his views on the great questions which 
underlie our current politics. 

Of course, such a work can have but a comparative merit. Make it ever so 
large, and still many things must be omitted that the compiler would wish to 
insert ; and every critic will plausibly ask, " Why insert this and omit that ? 
Why give so much of A. and so little of B. ?" Beside, it is not always possi- 
ble to remember, or, if remembered, to find, aU that would be valued in a work 
like this. We can only say that we have done our best : let him do better 
who can. 

Inaccuracy of citation is one of the chief vices of our political discussions. 
You can hardly listen to a set speech, even from a well-informed and truthftil 
canvasser, which is not marred by some misapprehension or unconscious mis- 
statement of the position and views of this or that prominent statesman. 
Documents, heedlessly read and long since lost or mislaid, are quoted from 
with fluency and confidence, as though with indubitable accuracy, when the 
citations so made do gross injustice to their author, and tend to mislead the 
hearer. We believe the documents collected in this work are so printed that 
their general accuracy may be safely relied on. 

By canvassers of all parties, we trust our Text-Book will be found conve- 
nient, not to say indispensable. But those who only listen, and read, and 
reflect, will also find it a manifest help to a clear understanding of the issues and 
contentions of the day. They will be interested in comparing the ctctual posi- 
tions taken by Mr. Lincoln, or Mr. Douglas, or Gen. Cass, or Mr. Everett, as 
faithfully set forth in this work, with those confidently attributed to that 
statesman in the fluent harangue of some political opponent, who is intent on 
blazoning his inconsistency or proving his insincerity. To verify and correct 



It ADVBRTISEMENT. 

the citations of a frothy declaimer is sometimes the easiest and most convincing 
refutation of his speech. 

If a trace of partisan bias is betrayed in the thread of narrative which par- 
tially unites the successive reports, bills, votes, etc., presented in this work, the 
error is unintentional and regretted. Our purpose was to compile a record 
acceptable and convenient to men of all parties, and which might be consulted 
and trusted by all. Whatever is original herein is regarded as of no use or 
merit, save as a necessary elucidation of the residue. Without apology, there- 
fore, or further explanation, the Text-Book is commended to the favor of the 
American public. 

Nsw-ToRE, Augtut Ut, 1860. 
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vwe broaght ioto tbc field throagh legisla^ re I 
and other machinery — viz., Andrew Jsckgbn. | 
Henry CUj, and John Quincy Adams. The re- 1 
inlC of this famoati " Bcrub race" for the Pr«)ji- | 
dency was, that ao one <ra» elected by tlit 
people, Gen. Jackson receiving 99 elec.torul 
TOtee, Ur. Adams Sd, Mr. Crawford 41, and Mr. 
Clay ST. The eUciioo then devolved on the 
Boiue of Repreeentatives, where Mr. Adama 
was chOBen, receiving the volea of 13 States, 
against 7 for Gan. Jackson, and 4 for Mr. Craw- 
ford. This WM the end of "King Oauons." 
Qea. JackHon wis immediately thereafter put 
in nomination for the ensuing term by the Le- 
gislature of Tennessee, having only Mr. Adams 
for an opponent in 182S, when he was elected 
by a decided majority, receiving 17B Electoral 
Votea to 83 for Mr, Adams. Mr. John C. Cal- 
houn, who had at first asinred to the Fresideacy, 
in ISii, withdrew at an earty stage from tlie 
canvasi, and was (hereupon chosen Vice-Presi- 
dent by a very large electoral majority — Ur. 
Albert Gullatin, of Pennsylvania, (the caucus 
candidate on the Crawford ticket,) being his 
only eenous competitor. In 1828, Mr. Calboun 
was the candidate for Tlce-President on tlii; 
Jackson ticket, and of course reelected. It 
was curreotty staled that the coaceolratioa of 
the Crawford and Calhoun strength on this 
ticket was mainly efi'ected by Messrs. Mai-tin 
Van Buren and Churchill C.Cambreleng, of N^w- 
York, during a southern tour mads by theiti iu 
1821. la 1B28, Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania, 
vaa the candidate for Tice-Fre^dent on the 
Adaau ticket 



V. S. ANTI-MASONIC CONTENTION— 1630. 
The first political National Conventioa to this 
MDDtry of which we have any record was held 
■t Philadelphia in September, 1B30, styled the 
United Stales Antl-Masonio Coavention. It was 
•omposed of S6 delegates, representing the 
States of New-Torh, Massachusetts, Coonecti- 
ttlt, Vermont, Rhode Island, Fennsylrsiila, 
Nsw-Jeraey, Delaware, Ohio, Maryland and the 
Territory of Michigan. Fronds Granger of 
New-Xork presided ; but no business was trscs- 
acted beyond the adoption of the foHowing 
Tesolution : 

Bmaltid, That It b recammnided (s Iha people Df the 
Onitad autm, nppHtd to Kcmt looLetla, to mtei In 
MDTODtlon DD UoDdir the IStb da^of Seplember, lesi, 
;ldiore, by delegalei «qusl In nnniljtr 
>tlY» fn both Boiim of Oongroas, to 



Tork, presided over the deliberations of tha 
endon, and the nominees received each 
108 votes. The candidates accepted the Domi- 
nation and received the electoral vote of Ver- 
mont only. The Convention did not enunciate 
any distinct platform of princlpies, but ap- 
pointed a committee to issue an Address to the 
people. In due tim«, the address was published. 
It is quite as prolix and verbose as modern po- 
litical addresses ; and, after stating at great 
letigth the necessary qualifications for the 
Chief of a great and free people, and present- 
ing a searching criticism on the institution of 
free-masonry in its moral and political bearings, 
somewhat intensified from the excitement 
caused by the (then recent) alleged murder of 
William Morgan, for having revesJed the secrets 
of the Masonic Order, the Address comes to the 
conclusion that, since the institution bod be- 
come a political engine, political agencies most 
' e used to avert its baneful eflects — in other 
ords, " that an enlightened exercise of the 
right of BuCTrage is the constitutional and 
equitable mode adopted by the Anti-Masons ia 
oeoesaary to remove the evil they suffer, and 
[trodnce the reforms they seek." 
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In compliance with the foregoing call, a Ka- 
tionalAnti-Hasonic Convention was held at Balti- 
more, in September, 18SI, which nominutud 
William Wirt, of Maryland, for President, ai ' 
Amos Ellmaker, of Pennsylvania, forVioe-Pr 
tldent. TheconventioD wasattendedby 112d 
Jegateafrom the Statesof Maine, New-Hampshir 
Vermont, Maasaehusetts, Rhode Island, Cu 
neoticut, New-Yock, KewJeraey, Pennaylvani 
Ohio, Indiana, Delaware and Maryland — on 
Massachusetts, New- York and Peonsylvan 
baing fully lepreMtited. J«hn C. Spencer, of 



There wss n 
ratio party to 
)r a second ti 



opposition in the Demo- 
ninatian of Gen. Jackson 
rm; but the party were not so 
ith Mr. Calhoun, the Vice-Presi-- 
dent; so a Convention was called to meet at 
Bakimore in May, IBS 2, to nominate a candi- 
date for the second office. Delegates appeared 
and took their seats ft-om the Ststes of 
Uaiue, New-Hampabire, Vermont, Masaachn- 
I, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New-Toril, 
■Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Ten- 
:ssee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 
Gen. Robert Lucaa, of Ohio, presided, and 
the regular proceedings were commenced by 
the passage of the following resolution: 



■.mi to have been the origin of the 
^wo-thlrds" rule which has prevailed 

of late in Democratic National Conventiooa. 
The Convention proceeded to ballot for a oan- 

didate for Vice-President, with the following 

FoT Hartin Van Bunn; Gonacctlnit, 8; DIIdoIl )■ 
Oblo, Jl ( t.mn«aee, 10 ; Soitb Carolina. 9 ; OwrgivH 1 

Janar, B; Hlululppl. 4; Rhoda' IgUnd^t; Mil'iia, IS; 

New-York. 4a ;' Vemont, T ; Alabama, 1— Toul, IM. 

For lUcbard M. JohsHDi JUInoli, 2; Indiana, t; 
Ktalaticr. IS— Tatil. SB. 

For Philip F. Barbour : NorUi OaraUna, B ; Tlrflola, 
38 1 Maryland, 8; gouUi Carolina, 11; Alabama, ■— 

Mr. Van Buren, having received more than 
two-thirdi of all the toi«8 oaat, was declared 
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My BomiDated u the candid&te of tbe party 
for Vice-Pra^dent. 

The ConventioQ puaed & resolutiaa cordially 
caucurriDg in tbe repeated Domiuationa which 
G«it. Jackson had received in rarious parts of 
tbe country for reelection as President. 

Mr. Archer, of Virginia, from the committee 
appointed to prepare an addreaa to the people, 
repotted that 
The Gomaiiltec failing iDlercliuijtd oplidoiu on Ills 



diate predecAisor (J. Q. Adame) bj Oen. Jaek- 
BOD in his Inaugural Address, and adds: 



ilniHLratioQt an (hfi as 






emOoJied to 



It Uili iXxrlptlon, If 



ought lo 



The result of this election was the choice of 
General Jackeou, who receiTed the electoral 
Tote of the following States : 

Haloa. 10: Nsw-HamFafairc, 



I, SI ; Loulilani 



: Indiuiik, » I 



Oi»ui«Iicut. B J Ddaware, S : 






SouUi C»r. 



Mr. Tan Bureo received only 189 votes for. 
Viee-Preaident, Pennsylvunia, which cast her 
vote for Jackson, having voted for William 
Wilkina of that State tor Vice-President. 
John Sergeant, for Vice-President, received the 
•ante vote as Mr. Clay for President. South 
Carolina voted forHeory Lee of Uassachusetts, 
ftir Tioe-Preijident. 



SATIOSAL REPUBLICAN CONVENTION— 

1B31. 
The NatiODBl Repablicans met in conveation 
mt Baiamore, Dec. U, 1S31. Seventeen States 
&nd tbe District of Columbia were represented 
by IST delegates, who cast a unanimous vote 
for Henry Clay, of Kentucky, for President, and 
John Sergeant, of Pennaylvania, for Vice-Pre- 
ndent. JaiDes Barbour, of Virginia, presided, 
and the States represented were : Maine, New- 
Uampshire. Massachusetts. Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, Vermont, New York, New Jersey, 
Peansylvaoia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, 
Louisiana and Indiana. The Convention adopted 
■o formal platform of principles, but issued an 
Address, mainly devoted to a criticism on tbe 
At^mioistration of Gen. Jackson,, asserting, 
among other things, that — 

Iba palUlul billaiT of tb« Oalon for lb* Ian three 
JTMn aililUu a lerita «t mHining plalnlj dletalad In aU 
Uiab principal (satarea bj blind capidity or vlndlellrs 
fjiV aplrlL markad thronghoni far a disregard at (nd 
pallv.jnnca, and sren bigh and canaroiu Hntlment, 
■04, Mtalastiill In a dbsolalloa sf Uia Cabinet undar 
.1 . ..I ■'—'-'- "-in any of tteUndlo 



Exception is taken to the indiscriminate re- 
moval of all officers within the reach of the Pre- 
sident, who were not attached to his person or 
party. As illustrative of the extent to wbioh 
this political proscription was carried, it is stated 
that, nithin a month afier the inauguration of 
General Jackson, more persons were removed 
from office than during the whole 40 years that 
had previously elapsed since the adoption of the 
Constitution. Fault is also found with the Ad- 
ministration in its conduct of our foreign affairH. 
Again the Address says : 

On tbe great lubjecti of iDternal policy, tbe eoaru 
thai It Is Impouible for aaj party to place cocailence£ 









Bl Important pa- 



ted Slates Bank, and tbe necessitj and 
isefniness of that insdtution are argued at oon- 
siderablo length. The outrageous and inhuman 
treatment of the Cherokee Indians by the Slate 
of Georgia, and the failure of the National Ad- 
ministration to protect them in their rightt, 
acquired by treaty with the United Slates, 
is also the subject of anlmadreruon in the 
the Address. 

A resolve was adopted, recommending to the 
young men of the National RepublioHn Party to 
hold a Convention in tbe city of Washinglon en 
the following Mav. 

Such a Convention was accordingly held at 
the Capital on tbe Uth of Hay, 1832, over 
which William Cost Johnson, of Maryland, pre- 
sided, and at which the following, among other 
resolves, were adopted: 
JiMDteed. That an adequate Protection to Amerloaa 
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more to nominate candidates for l^sident and 
Vice-President. The Hon. Andrew Stevenson, 
of Virginia, was chosen president, with half a 
dozen irice-presidents and four secretaries. A 
rule was adopted that two-thirds of the whole 
number of votes should be necessary to make a 
nomination or to decide any question connected 
therewith. On the first ballot for President, 
Mr. Van Buren was nominated unanimously, re- 
ceiving 265 votes. For Vice-President, Richard 
M. Johnson, of Kentucky, received 178, and 
William 0. Rives, of Virginia, 87. Mr. John- 
son, having received more than two-thirds of 
all the votes cast, was declared duly nominated 
A8 the candidate for Vice-President. This Con- 
vention adopted no platform. 

THE OPPOSITION IN 18S6. 

In 1835, Gen. Wm. H. Harrison, of Ohio, was 
Bominated for President^ith. Francis Granger, 
for Vice-President, by a Whig State Convention 
at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and also by a 
Democratic Anti-Masonic Convention held at 
the same place. A Whig State Convention in 
Maryhmd also nominated Gen. Harrison for Pre- 
sident, with John Tyler, of Virginia, for Vice. 
Gen. H. also received nominations in New York, 
Ohio and other States. 

Hugh L. White, of Tennessee was nominated 
by the Legislatures of Tennessee and Alabama, 
as the Opposition or Anti-Jackson candidate ; 
while Mr. Webster was the favorite of the Oppo- 
sition in Massachusetts, and Willie P. Mangum, 
of N. C. received the vote of S. C, 11. The 
result of the contest of 1836 was the election 
of Mr. Van Buren, who received the electoral 
votes of the States of 

Maine, 10; New-Hampshire, 7 ; Rhode Island, 4 ; Oon- 
Becticut, S ; New York, 42 ; Pennsylvania, 80 ; Tirginia, 
88; North Carolina, 15; Louisiana, 6; Mississippi, 4; 
Illinois, 5; Alabama, 7 ; Missouri, 4 ; Arl£ansa8,8 ; Ifiohi- 
gan, 8— Total 170. 

Gen. Harrison received the votes of 

Vermont, 7 ; Neir- Jersey, 8 ; Delairare, 8 ; Maryland, 
10 ; Kentucky, 15; Ohio, 21 ; and Indiana, 9— Total, 78. 

. Hugh L. White received the vote of Georgia, 
U, and Tennessee, 15: total, 26. Mr. Webster 
received the vote of Massachusetts, 14. 

WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION,— 1839. 

A Whig National Convention representing 
tWenty-one States met at Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 
4, 1 839. James Barbour, of Virginia, preuded, 
and the result of the first ballot was the nomina- 
tion of Gen. William H. Harrison, of Ohio, who 
received 148 * votes to 90 for Henry Clay, and 
16 for Gen. Winfield Scott. John Tyler, of 
Virginia, was unanimously nominated as the 
Whig candidate for Vice-President. The Con- 
vention adopted no platform of principles ; but 
the party in conducting the memorable cam- 
paign of 1840, assailed the Administration of 
Mr. Van Buren for its general mismanagement 
of public affairs and its profligacy, and the 

"Ballots. were repeatedly taken in committee throoghout two 
or three days ; but as do candidiUe received a msjoritr, it was 
only reported to the conventiMi rhnt the committee had oot been 
able to agree on a candidate to be presented to the convention. 
Filially, the delegates from New-York and other States which 
hiid supported Gen. Scott, generally west over to Qen. Harrison, 
^0 thjos rsfseived a nnjority, when the result was deolared, as 
above. 



result was the triumphant election of Harrison 
and Tyler, Van Buren receiving the electoral 
vote of only seven States ; viz : 

Mew-Hampshire, 7 ; Tirginia, 28 ; South Oarolina, 11 ; 
Illinois, 6 ; Alabama, 7 ; Missouri, 4 ; and Arkansas, 8-^ 
Total, 60. 

South Carolina refused to vote for Richard M. 
Johnson for Vice-President, throwing away her 
11 votes on Littleton W. Tazewell, of Virginia. 
Harrison and Tyler received the votes of the 
following States : 

Maine, 10 ; Massachusetts, 14 ; Rhode Island, 4 ; Oon- 
oeoticut, 8 ; Yermont, 7 ; New-Tork. 42 ; New-Jersey, 8 : 
Pennsylvania, 80 ; Delaware, 8 ; Maryland, 10 ; North 
Carolina, 15 ; Georgia, 11 ; Kentucky, 15 ; Tennessee, 15 ; 
Ohio, 21 ; Louisiana, 5 ; Missiasii^i, 4 ; Indiana, 9 ; Michi- 
gan, 8— Total, 284. 



ABOLITION CONVENTION,— 1889. 

A Convention of Abolitionists was held at 
Warsaw, N. Y., on the 18th of November, 1839^ 
which adopted the following : 

RMoloed^ That, in our Judgment, eytry eoneideratioD 
of duty and expediency widch ought to control the 
action of Christian freemen, requires of the Abolitionists 
of the U. 8. to organize a distinct and ipdependent poli- 
tical party, embracing all the necessary means for nomi- 
nating candidates for office and sustaining them by 
public sufDrage. 

The Convention then nominated for Presi- 
dent James G. Birney, of New Yorit, and for 
Vice-President Francis J. Lemoyne, of Penn- 
sylvania. These gentlemen subsequently de- 
clined the nomination. Nevertheless they 
received a total of 7,609 votes in various Free 
States. 



DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, 

1840. 

A Democratic National Convention met at 
Baltimore, May i)th, 1840, to nominate candi- 
dates for President and Vice-President. Dele- 
gates were present from the States of Maine, 
New-Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, North Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Tcnnessee,Ohio, Alabama,Mis8issippi, Louisiana, 
Indiana, Missouri, Michigan, and Arkansas. 
Gov. William Carroll, of Tennessee, presided, 
and the Convention, before proceeding to the 
nomination of candidates, adopted the follow- 
ing platform — viz. : 

1. S68olv«df That the Federal Government is one of 
limited powers, derived solely from the Constitution, and 
the grants of poirer shown therein ought to be strictly 
construed by all the departments and agents of the 
government, and that it is inexpedient and dangerous to 
exercise doubtful constitutional powers. 

2. Ji68ok)«df That the Constitution does not confer 
upon the General Government the power to commence 
or carry on a general system of internal improvement. 

8. jRstohoea^ That the Constitution does not conf^ 
authority upon the Federal Government, directly or in- 
directly, to assume the debts of the several States, con- 
tracted for local internal improvements or other State 
purposes ; nor would such assumption be Just or ex- 
pedient. 

4. Ii680le«df That Justiiee and sotind policy forbid the 
Federal Government to foster one branch of industry to 
the detriment of another, or to cherish the interest of 
one portion to the iiijury of another portion of our com- 
mon country — that every citizen and every section of 
the country has a right to demand and insist upon an 
equality of rights and privileges, and to complete and 
ample protection of persons and property firom domestio 
Ttofence or foreign aggreiflon. 
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S. jBMokMd, That it b the duty of eyery branch of 
the government to eaforce and practice the most rigid 
eMDomy in conducting our public affairs, and that no 
more revenue ought to be raised than is required to de- 
fray the necessary expenses of the government. 

6L Setoloed^ That Gongress has no power to charter a 
United States Bank, that we believe such an institution 
one of deadly hostility to the best interests of the coun- 
try, dangerous to our republican institutions and the 
liberties of Uie people, and calculated to place the busi- 
ness of the country within the control of a concentrated 
money power, and above the laws and the will of the 
people. 

7. BewUoed^ That Congress has no power, under the 
Constitution, to interfere with or control the domestic 
institutions of the several States ; and that such States 
are the sole and proper judges of everything pertaining 
to thdr own affairs, not prohibited by the Constitution ; 
that all efforts, by abolitionists or others, made to induce 
Congress to interfere with questions of slavery, or to 
take incipient steps In relation thereto, are calculated to 
lead to the most alarming and dangerous consequences, 
and ttial all such efforts have an inevitable tendency to 
diminish the happiness of the people, and endanger the 
stability and permanency of Uie Union, and ought not to 
be countenanced by any friend to our Political Institu- 
tfona. 

8. JEUsoUotd^ That the separation of the moneys of the 
government from banking institutions is indispensable 
for the safety of the funds of the government and the 
rights of the people. 

9. Beaolaoea^ That the liberal principles embodied by 
Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence, and sanc- 
tioned in the ConsUtution, which makes ours the land 
of liberty and the asylum of the oppressed of every 
nation, have ever been cardinal principles in the Demo- 
cratic faiUt; and every attempt to abridge the present 
privilege of becoming citizens, and the owners of soil 
aaoong us, oai^t to be resisted with the same spirit 
which swept the Alien and Sedition Laws £rom our statute 
boolc 

The Gonyention then unanimously nominated 
Mr. Van Buren for reelection as President ; but, 
there being much diversity of opinion as to the 
proper man for Vice-President, the following 
preamble and resolution were adopted : 

ITAerMM, Several of the States which have nominated 
Martin Van Buren as a candidate for the Presidency, 
have put in nomination different individuals as candi- 
dates for Yice-President, thus indicating a diversity of 
opinion as to the person best entitled to the nomination ; 
andwhereas s6me of the said States are not represented 
In tUs Convention, therefore, 

£e8olv6df That the Convention deem it expedient at 
the present time not to choose between the individuals 
in nomination, but to leave the decision to their Repub- 
lican feUow-citisens In the several States, trusting that 
before the election shall take place, their opinions will 
become so concentrated as to secure the choice of a 
Yioe-President by the Electoral College. 



WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION, 1844. 

A Whig National Convention assembled in 
Baltimore, on the 1st of May, 1844, in which 
every State in the Union was represented. Am- 
brose Spencer, of New-Torls, presided, and Mr. 
Clay was nominated for President by acclama- 
tion. For Vice-President, there was some di- 
versity of preference, and Mr. Frelinghuysen, of 
N. J-, was nominated on the third ballot as fol- 
lows : 

BALLOTS. 

iRt. "'I. 3rd. 

T. Frelinghnysen, N. J., 101 118 155 

John Davis, Mass., 88 74 79 

Millard Fillmore, N. T., 58 51 40 

Joha Sergeant, Pa., 88 82 withdrawn. 

Total, 276 275 "274 

The principles of the party were briefly 

summed up in the following resolve, which was 

adopted by the Convention : 

SMolved, That these principles may be summed as 
eomprlalng a well regulated National currency — a Tariff 
tor revenue to defray the necessary expenses of the 



Government, un^ discriminating with special referenee 
to the Protection of the Domestic Labor of the country 
— ^the Distribution of the proceeds from the sales of the 
Public Lands— a single term for the Presidency— a re- 
form of executive usurpations — and generally such an ad> 
ministration of the affairs of the country, as shall impaki 
to every branch of the public service the greatest practi- 
cable efficiency, controlled by a well-regulated and iriie 
economy. 

The contest resulted in the choice of the 
Democratic candidates (Polk and Dallas,) who 
received 170 electoral votes as follows : Maine, 
9; New-Hampshire, 6; New-York, 86; Penifc- 
sylvania, 26 ; Virginia, 17 ; South Carolina, 
9 ; Georgia, 10 ; Alabama, 9 ; Mississippi, 6 ; 
Louisiana, 6 ; Indiana, 12 ; Illinois, 9 ; Missouri, 
7 ; Arkansas, 3 ; Michigan, 5 — 170. 

For Clay and Frelinghuysen : Vermont, 6 ; 
Massachusetts, 12 ; Rhode Island, 4 ; Connecti- 
cut, 6 ; New-Jersey, 7 ; Delaware, 8 ; Maryland, 
8; North Carolina, 11; Tennessee, 18; Ken* 
tucky, 12 ; Ohio, 23—106. 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, 

1844. 

A Democratic National Convention assembled 
at Baltimore on the 27 th May, 1844, adopted the 
two-third rule and, after a stormy session of three* 
days, James K. Polk, of Tennessee, was nomi* 
nated for President, and Silas Wright, of New 
York, for Vice-President. Mr. Wright declined 
the nomination, and George M. Dallas, of Penn- 
sylvania, was subsequently selected to fill the 
second place on the ticket. 

The ballotiogs for President were as follows : 

BALLOTS. 

iRt. 2d. 3rd. 4th. 5th. 6th. 7th. 8th. 9(b. 
M. Tan Buren.... 146 127 121 111 108 101 99 104 2 

Levis Cass 88 94 92 105 107 116 128 114 . 29 

R. M. Johnson.... 29 83 88 82 26 25 21 — ^ 
James Buchanan.. 4 9 11 17 29 28 22 3 — 

J. C. Calhoun — 1211112 — 

Levi Woodbury... — — 2 — — — — — — 

Com. Stewart — 1 — — — — — — — 

James ILP^lIc.... — — — — — 44288 

Mr. Van. Buren's name was withdrawn after 
the 8th ballot. 

The platform adopted by the Convention "Wbs 
the same as that of 184U, with the following 
additions : 

BeaoUoed^ That the proceeds of the Public Lands 
ought to be sacredly applied to the national objects sped- 
fied in the Constitution, and that we are opposed to the 
laws lately adopted, and to any law for the Distribution 
of such proceeds among the States, as alike inexpedient 
in policy and repugnant to the Constitution. 

Beaolvedf That we are decidedly opposed to taking 
from the President the qualified veto power by which be 
is enabled, under restrictions and responsibilities amply 
sufficient to guard the public interest, to suspend the 
passage of a bill, whose merits cannot secure the ap- 
proval of two-thirds of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, until the judgment of the people can be ob- 
tained thereon, and which has thrice saved the Ameri- 
can People from the corrupt and tyrannical domination 
of the Bank of the United States. 

Ba*olv6d, That our title to the whole of the Territory of 
Oregon is clear and unquestionable; that no portion of the 
same ought to be ceded to England or any other power ; 
and that the reoccupation of Oregon and the reannex- 
ation of Texas at the earliest practicable period are 
great American measures, which this Convention recom- 
mends to the cordial support of the Democracy of tlie 
Union. 



LIBERTY PARTY NATIONAL CONVEN- 
TION, 1843. 

The Liberty Party National Conrention met 
at Buffalo, on the 30th of August. Leicester 
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King, of Ohio, presided, and Jani«i G. Birney, of 
Michigan^ was unanimously nominated for Pre* 
sident, with Thomas Morris, of Ohio, for Vice- 
President. Among the resolves adopted were 
the following : 

Setokf^d, That haman brotherhood is a cardinal prin- 
dple of true Democracy, as well as of pure Christianity, 
which spurns all Inconsistent limitations ; and neither 
the political party which repudiates It, nor the political 
system which is not based upon it, can be truly Demo- 
cratic or permanent. 

fisuolvedf Til at the Liberty Party, placing itself upon 
this broad principle, will demand the absolute and un- 
qualified divorce of the General Government from 
slavery, and also the restoration of equality of rights, 
among men, in every State where the party exists, or 
may exist. 

Reeolivtdt That the Liberty Partv has not been organ- 
bed for any temporary purpose by Interested politicians, 
but has arisen from among the people in consequence of 
a conviction, hourly gaining ground, that no other party 
in the country represents the true principles of American 
liberty, or the true spirit of the Constitution of the 
United States. 

JSeaolved^ That the Liberty Party has not been organ- 
ised merely for the overthrow of slavery ; its first de- 
cided effort must, indeed, be directed against sUvehold- 
ing as the grossest and most revolting manifestation of 
despotism, but it will also carry out the principle of 
equal rights into all its practical consequences and ap- 
plications, and support every just measure conducive to 
individual and social freedom. 

Jiesoived^ That the Liberty Part^ is not a sectional 
party but a national party ; was not originated in a de- 
sire to accomplish a single object, but in a comprehen- 
sive regard to'the great interests of the whole country ; 
is not a new party, nor a third party, but is the party 
of 1776, reviving the principles of that memorable era, 
and striving to carry them into practical application. 

Jiewloed^ That it was understood in the times of the 
Declaration and the Constitution, that the existence of 
slavery in some of the States, was in derogation of the 
principles of American Liberty, and a deep stain upon 
the character of the country, and the implied faith of ttie 
States and the Nation was pledged, that slavery should 
never be extended beyond its then existing limits, but 
should be gradually, and yet, at no distant day, wholly 
abolished by State authority. 

JSesolffed^ That the faith of the States and the Nation 
thus pledged, was most nobly redeemed by the voluntary 
Abolition of Slavery in several of the States, and by the 
adoption of the Ordinance of 1787, for the government 
of the Territory northwest of the river Ohio,^ben the only 
Territory in the United States, and consequently the only 
territory subject in this respect to the control of Congress 
by which Ordinance Slavery was forever excluded from 
thc^ vast regions which now compose the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin, and an incapacity to bear up any other than fireemen, 
was impressed on the soil itself. 

EMoloedy That the faith of the States and Nation 
thus pledged, has been shamefully violated by the omis- 
sion on the part of many of the States, to take any 
measures whatever for the Abolition of Slavery within 
their respective limits ; by the continuance of Slavery 
in the District of Columbia, and in the Territories of 
Louisiana and Florida ; by the Legislation of Congress ; 
by the protection afforded by national legislation and 
negotiation to slaveholdlng in American vessels, on the 
high seas, employed in the coastwise Slave Traffic ; and 
by the extension of slavery far beyond its original 
limits, by acts of Congress, admitting new Slave States 
into th» Union. 

JSstolvedy That the fundamental truths of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, that all men are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights, among which are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, was made the 
fundamental law of our National Government, by that 
amendment of the Constitution which declares that no 
person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property, 
without due process of law. 

Beeoived^ That we recognize as sound, the doctrine 
maintained by slaveholdlng Jurists, that slavery is 
against natural rights, and strictly local, and that its ex- 
istence and continuance rests on no other support than 
State Legislation, and not on any authority of Congress. 

£€8ok>ed., That the General Government has, under 
the Constitution, no power to establish or continue 
Slavery anywhere, and therefore that all treaties and 
acts of Congress establishing, continuing or favoring 
Slavery in the District of Columbia, in the Territory of 



Florida, or on the high seas, are unconstitattonal, and atf 
attempts to hold men as property within the HmiftBof ex- 
clusive national Jurisdiction, ought to beprohlbitedby law. 
JSstolvsd^ That the provision of the Constitution of tiw 
United States, which confers extraordinary poUtioal 
powers on the owners of slaves, and thereby constitat- 
ing the two hundred and fifty thousand slaveholders ia 
the Slave States a privileged aristocracy ; and the pro- 
vision for the reclamation of fugitive slaves from service, 
are Anti-Republican in their character, dangerous to the 
liberties of the people, and ought to be abrogated. 

Ji68olved^ That the practical operation of the second 
of these provisions, is seen in the enactment of the act 
of Congress respecting persons escaping from their mas- 
ters, which act, if the construction given to it by the 
Supreme Court of the United States in the case of Prigg 
v». Pennsylvania be correct, nullifies the habeas corpus 
acts of all the States, takes away the whole legal security 
of personal freedom, and ought therefore to be immedi- 
ately repealed. 

Meaokf&dt That the peculiar patronage and support 
hitherto extended to Slavery and Slaveholdlng, by the 
General Government, ought to be Immediately with- 
drawn, and the example and influence of National 
authority ought to be arrayed on the side of Liberty and 
Free Labor. 

JReaolved^ That the practice of the General Govern- 
ment, which prevails in the Slave States, of employing 
Slaves upon the public works, instead of free laborera, 
and paying aiistocratic masters, with a view to secure or 
reward political services, is utterly indefensible and 
ought to be abandoned. 

jResol^edf That freedom of speech, and of the press, 
and the right of petition, and the right of trial by jury, 
are sacred and inviolable ; and that all rules, regula- 
tions and laws, in derogation of either are oppressive, un- 
constitutional, and not to be endured by free people. 

Jieaolved^ That we regard voting in an eminent de- 
gree, as a moral and religious duty, which, when exer- 
cised, should be by voting for those who will do all in 
their power for Immediate Emancipation. 

Resolved^ That this Convention recommend to tiie 
friends of Liberty in all those Free States where any in- 
equality of rights and privileges exists on account of 
color, to employ their utmost energies to remove all such 
remnants and effects of the Slave system. 

Whereas, The Constitution of these United States is 
a series of agreements, covenants, or contracts between 
the people of the United States, each with all and all 

Whereas, It is a principle of universal morality, that 
the moral laws of the Creator are paramount to all 
human laws ; or, in the language of an Apostle, thai 
'' we ought to obey God rather than men :" and, 

WhereaSy The principle of common law — that any 
contract, covenant, or agreement, to do an act deroga- 
tory to natural right, is vitiated and annulled by its in<- 
herent immorality— has been recognised by one of the 
Justices of the Supreme Court of the United StatiM, who 
in a recent case expressly holds that " cmy contract 
that rests upon such a basis is void;** and. 

Whereas, The third clause of the second section of 
the fourth article of the Constitution of the United 
States, when constrvied as providing for the surrender of 
a Fugitive 31ave, does *' rest upon such a basis," in that 
it is a contract to rob a man of a natural right — ^namely, 
his natural right to his own liberty; and is, therefore, 
absolutely void. Therefore, 

Besolvedy That we hereby give it to be dlsthictly 
understood by this nation and the world, that, as abolt- 
tionists, considering that the strength of our cause Ues 
ih its righteousness, and our hope for it in our conformity 
to the laws of God, and our respect for the rights or 
MAN, we owe it to the Sovereign Ruler of the universe, •• 
a proof of our allegiance to Uim, in all our civil relations 
and offices, whether as private citizens or as public 
functionaries sworn to support the Constitution of the 
United States, to regard and to treat the third clause of 
the fourth article of that instrument, whenever applied 
to the case of a fugitive slave, as utterly null and void, 
and consequently as forming no part of the Constitution 
of the United States, whenever we are called upon oi 
sworn to support it. 

Besohed, That the power given to Congress by the 
Constitution, to provide for calling out the militia to 
suppress insurrection, does not make it the duty of the 
Government to maintain Slavery by military force, much 
less does it make it the duty of the citizens to form a 
part of such military force. When freemen unsheath the 
sword it should be to strike for liberty, not for Despot- 
ism. 

Besoloed, That to preserve the peace of the citizens, and 
secure the blessings of freedom, the Legislature of each of 
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WHIG NATIONAL C0S7ENTIOH, 1848. 
A Whig Nationid ConTention met nC Phils- 
delphia, oq the 7th of June, 1848, oier whEi^h 
John U. Mocehead, of North C&rolinB, presided. 
After a rather stormy lession of three days, 
OeD. Zaoharj Taylor, of Louisiana, was Domi- 
sated for Freaident, and Uillard Fillmore, of 
How-York, for Vice-President- Gen. Tayloi 
mi Bomiaated oa the fonrtb ballot, as foUowe 



TiTlot m 118 US ITI 

obr «T 8t T« ga 

Scott 4s « M n 

Wetalw. 21 33 ]I . 11 

mKm" !"'■!! '.'■"!! 9 1 — Z 

TstaL sn ^ «» ire 

Ur. FiUmoce vaa nominated for Vice-Preai- 
dent OD the Moond ballot, bj the following 



lotiL Sli MO 

Of the acattering vote cast on the firit ballot, 

George Erans, of Maine, received 6 ; T- M- T. 

HoKeiinen,of Pa., 13; Andrew Stewart, of Pa., 

14 ; and John Sergeant, of Pa., 6. 

The ConTention adopted no Flatforia of 

Priiuiples. Aller it had been ormnized, and a 

reaoladoD offered to go iuto a ballot for candi- 

dklM for President and Vice-President, Mr. 

Lewis D. Campbell, of Ohio, moved to ameud 

an IbilawB : 

^SmdImcI; That do saodldite ibsLL be gntltled to r?- 

ettra Uia BODdoWioii at tlili ConTentloa tot PmldcTit 

or Tl0*-Pr«ildHit, anlM ha liu eItcu BHarancn th;it 



t Ibe cudJdats of ths Widp, lad \isq 
iBMorga of Uw Wliig Farlj. 

This resoIutioD met with decided oppodtion, 
and the president ruled it out of order, from 
whioh deciuon Mr. Campbell appealed, and in a 
^wooh contended that it was strictly in order to 
define what sort of candidate should be voted 
fbr, and to declare that none but sound Whif-s 
■bould receive important nominations at tlie 
hwDdH of a Whig National Convention. Tbc 
appeal was tabled. 

Mr. FaU«r, of New Tork, offered the follow- 



■Bd to ba lta« sipoaem of Whig PrlnciplH. ' 

The preeident mled this resolution out of 

order, and Ur. Fuller appealed, insisting tbut 

no tilM Whig conld reasonably object to b is 



propositioQ. 'This appeal was also Md oa the 
table. 

After Gen. Taylor l)ad been nominated, Ttr. 
Charles Allen, of Hasaacbnaelts, offered the 
following: 
itHDfSKt, That the WMk Partr. throoifa Hi reprtaeo- 

ZanhUT '■rial', on oondllioa that b* wUl aa^t tba 
aamluallon u the eudldate of Ibe WUf Parlj, and 
aahere to lu great fundimeaul prinelplai— no uteB- 

tory brcoDqueet—proiectlou to Amarisan IndiHtrir, au4 
oiiposlUon to EiecuUrn lUutpalioD. 

Tlie president immediately decided the reso- 
lution out of order, and no further notice was 
takun of it 

After the nominaUon for Vice-Fresident had 
been made, Ht. McCullough, of New-Jersey, 
offered the following: 

SefUlttd, That Gen. Ziehary Taylor, of Lonldaiia, 
and MllUrtI nuniDre, of New-rork, be, and th^ M« 

tor PrMldEot and yioe-Preddgat ol the U^lti StatM. 

Ur. D. R. Tilden, of Ohio, proposed the fol- 
lowing, expressing the opinion that some such 
declaration b; Ihe Gonveotion wonld be nece»- 
9ary, in order to secure the vote of Ohio for 



I to OoBfFMi, 



Jtla thadDlyof Oongreuto prohibit the tatrodaatloD ar 
eiUleice ot aiaierj is any Wrrllorr now pManwd, or 
which may barealter be aoqidred,taj Iha Unltad Slatai. 

This resolution, like all others affirming Whig 
or Anti'Slavery principles, was mled out of 
order, and laid on the table. A motion was 
made to divide Ur. HcOullough's resolve, so 
that the vote could be taken separately on 
President and on Vice-President, when, after 
diticussioo, the resolve was withdrawn. 

Mr. Hilliard, of Alabama, offered a resolve 
indorsing Gen. Taylor's letter to Captiun Alii- 
son, which, meeting opposition, was withdrawn ; 
Eo the Convention adjourned wiUiout pasting 
any resolves having reference to Whig prin- 
ciples, the issues beKire the country, or of con- 
currence in the nominations. 



On the evening of the lost day of the session 
(9th June), a ratification meeting was held at 
Philadelphia, at which Gov. Wm. F. Johnston, 
of Pa., presided, and at which speeches were 
delivered by Governor Uorehead, Oen. Leslie 
Coombs, of Ey., and several others, and at 
which the following resolves, reported by W. 3. 
Price, of Pennsylvania, were adopted : 

1. ItMolttd, That tba Vhlis of th* United StatMi 
bore aiBMnblad bj Ibelr BtprwDtatlveg, boartUr ratilj 
tba nomtautlDiH ot Oao. Zacharv Tavlor h Preildaol, 

■ — ■ ird lUlmore u — " " ----•' 



. - _ tba chelca ot Oen. Taylor u the 

Whig Oandidala tor Prcaldaal, w« are glad to «Hovar 
ayiiip&thywIthagraatpopaUirHntlntntllinngiioiittha 
bbtioD— a ientlment wbl<^ ha^pg Its ari^ la admire 

great eiampla ot tOrmar dayi, and to tbe prlodpla of 

3. Rvulvtd, That Qen. Ta^r, In aarlitg Uitl, had ha 
voted In ISU, he would bave votMl UiaVldc tlokot. 
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tUj, ijidrew StemuoQ of Tk,, pr«ridad. 
Hew-Tork had Bene ■ double delegation: (" Bam- 
barners" fbr Tan Buren and Eanken for Dlok- 
loBoa). The ConTention decided to admit botk 
delesaUoDS, which aatiBfled neither, and botk 
dechned to take part in the proceedings. Tha 
— 'bird rule was adopted, and Gen. Lewie CtM 
lomiuated for Preudent on the 1th ballot 
u foUoirs ; 1^170 votes necessarj to a choice.] 



tfriasltnral, iDiiuillMtartDt and 

aeooitomAd and peaceAil fimctlon _. 

UdImi— beeaoM «• ba*< a eaodldata whoH tot pmI- 
tlonua SouUnrcveTB man, reared on the ba~' — '"' 
■reat Mream wlioia trlbatarla, natiiral and 
embrace the iriiole UnioD. raoden the protectl 

Tarfed dntls in put lifa hare b*eo rendereif, i 



ta plednd to cDDIlrua It hs 
wOch WiAlnglon epplLed 
BO Whit dedrei uy Dltaer 
'WaaUngtao'i Admlnliuu; 



tan MT^eee vMch. taegUmmg > 

ajut eeOmate of Um aba it u 
la the dUchar^ of a paLorul dii 
thaenemj'i cgsntrj wu a mli 






kbn; la the negotlalton of termj for a d«JeaLed aijc 
dMparala enemr; In the eil|;eiic]' of aeiual coadlci 
when Uie balance waa parilouily doubtful— ve bavi 
"itlDgniihed and couldL' 



vUefa ta admire neat, hii hcrokim In wltbitaadldv tik 
anaalw at Iba enemj In the moii bopeteai delda •-. 
Baana ^ata — moumlnr In geueroui aorrow oite tb. 
M of KlDKfold, of Clajr. or of Hirdln— or la jirlng 
- ■■— ■ -' >■— ■'- itrmt of merciful ciphuUlioa ■- 



&thah< 



am made bei 



Tbii election resulted ia the choice of ti-ic 
Whig Candidatei, as foUowa : 

tboielUMOi, 4; CoDaeRICDt.B': iew-Ymk,aA; i(i~w- 
IvtBf, T; Peocirlvaiilu, eS; Defaware, S; Uarrlaait, 
S: NoRbOaraUna,!!; Oaorgia.lD; Louitana, « j Teu- 
neaKe, 18 ; Scntudv, 12 ; ?lorfd>, »-I«a. 

■bda. IT ; Kauth Carolina, » -,' AUbama, fl ; MlUiielppl, 
i; Oblo 2t; InEHsoa, IS; Vllnoli, fl -.^Ixonrl, T l Ar 
kanHi,B I Ulchlfan, 9; Taiai,t; lava, 4: Wlioouin, 



DEMOCBATIC CONVENTIOS, 1848 

The DemocraUc Notional Convention f or ! j'^mdeitV^ 
IS48, aMcmbled in Baltimore on the asd cf pawage of a 



The am ballot for Yice-Pieaident reiolted u 



. l* JamesJ. McKu7 

monal; ni 



No choice. Gen. Butler was ui 
oated on tbe third baUot. 
The Convention adopted the following p 



na regard Ibli ai 









of pdn^plee atowod b^ tham, 

en Id zcDaral conreDtLon, thar 

IS pGpnlar BoltrmA 

Then follow reeoIutiODa 1, S, R, 4, of PlatfoniM 
of 1B40 and '44. The 6th reaohition ia that of 
1B40 with an additloD about providing for «M 
debts, and as amended, reads aa follows : 

Jliaolted. Tbal It le ifae dotf of eierr bnucb ot th* 



1 railed than b required 



datraf 



The next (Anti-National Bank and pro-Sub- 
Trea^ur;) waa ajneaded b; the addition of ibe 
following : } 

And that tha retulta or Demacratlc LefliUtloD, In tub 



nUUt7 la aa 



Here follow resolutiona 
'crm of 1S40, which we Om 
AoKlced, That the prooaedi sf (be Publlo 
obaaacredlr applied I 



I, 9, of the plat- 

ibjeda ipecilell 
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proTftI of two-thirds of the Senate fmd House of Repre- 
sentatives until the judgment of Ibe people can be 
obtained thereon, and which has saved the American 
people from the corrupt and tyrannical domination of 
the banic of the United States, and from a corrupting 
system of general internal improvements. 

Beaol/oed^ that the war with Mexico, provoked on her 
part, by years of insult and injury, was commenced by 
her army crossing the Rio Grande, attacking the Ameri- 
can troops and invading our sister State of Texas, and 
that upon all the principles of patriotism and the 
Laws of Nations, it is a just and necessary war on our 
part in which every American citizen should have shown 
himself on the side of his Country, and neither morally 
nor physically, by word or by deed, have given " aid 
and comfort to the enemy." 

JSeioloedy That we would be rejoiced at the assurance 
of a peace with Mexico, founded on the just principles 
of indemnity for the past and security for the future ; but 
that while the ratification of the liberal treaty offered to 
Mexico remains in doubt, it is the duty of the country to 
sostain the administration and to sustain the country in 
every measure necessary to provide for the vigorous 
prosecution of the war, should that treaty be rejected. 

jRMolcedf That the officers and soldiers who have 
carried the arms of their country into Mexico, have 
crowned it with imperishable glory. Their unconquer- 
able courage, their daring enterprise, their unfaltering 
perseverance and fortitude when assailed on all sides by 
innumerable foes and that more formidable enemy — the 
diseases of the climate — exalt their devoted patriotism 
into the highest heroism, and give them a right to the 
profound gratitude of their country, and the admiration 
of the world. 

JResolvedf That the Democratic National Convention 
of 80 States composing the American Republic tender 
their fraternal congratulations to the National Conven- 
t:on of the Republic of France, now assembled as the 
free-sufOrage Representatives of the Sovereignty of thirty- 
five millions of Republicans to establish government on 
those eternal principles of equal rights for which their 
Lafayette and our Washington fought side by side in 
the straggle for our National Independence ; and we 
would especially convey to them and to the whole peo- 
ple of France, our earnest wishes for the consolidation 
of their Uberti^, through the wisdom that shall guide their 
councils, on the basis of a Democratic Constitution, not 
derived Arom the grants or concessions of kings or 
dynasties, but ori^nating from the only true source of 
political power recognized In the States of this Union ; 
the inherent and Inalienable right of the people, in their 
sovereign capacity, to make and to amend their forms 
of government in such manner as the welfare of the 
community may require. 

JSesolvsdf That the recent development of this grand 
political truth, of the sovereignty of the people and 
their capacity and power for self-government, which Is 
prostrating thrones and erecting Republics on the ruins 
of despotism in the old world, we feel that a high and 
sacred duty is devolved, with increased reitponsibility, 
upon the Democratic party of this country, as the party 
of the people, to sustain and advance among us Consti- 
tuUooal Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, by continuing 
to resist all monopolies and exclusive legislation for the 
benefit of the few at the expense of the many, and by a 
vigilant and constant adherence to those principles and 
compromises of the Constitution which are broad enough 
and strong enough to embrace and uphold the Union as 
it was, the Union as it is, and the Union as it shall be in 
the fkill expansion of the energies and capacity of this 
great and progressive people. 

Jloftolvedy That a copy of these resolutions be for- 
warded through the American Minister at Paris, to the 
National Convention of the Republic of France. 

JBesotved^ That the fhiits of the great political triumph 
of 1844, which elected James K. Polk and George M. 
Dallas President and Vice-President of the United States, 
have fulfilled the hopes \)f the Democracy of the Union 
in defeating the declared purposes of their opponents in 
c.eating a National Bank, in preventing the corrupt and 
unconstitutionai distribution of the Land Proceeds from 
the common treasury of the Union for local purposes, in 
protecting the Currency and Labor of the country from 
ruinous fluctuations ; and guarding the money of the 
country for the use of the people by the establishment 
of the Constitutional treasury; in the noble impulse 
given to the cause of Free Trade by the repeal of the 
tariff of '42, and the creation of the more equal, honest, 
and productive tariff of 1846 ; and that, in ou.- opinion, 
it would be a fatal error to weaken the bands of a politi- 
cal organization by which these great reforms have 
been achieved, and risk them in the hands of their 
known adversaries, with whatever delusive appeals they 
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may solicit our surrender of that vigilance wUch is the 
only safeguard of liberty. 

Jieaol/vedy That the confidence of the Democracy of 
the Union, in the principles, capacity, firmness and in- 
tegrity of James K. Polk, manifested by his nomination 
and election in 1844, has been signally jusdtied by the 
strictness of his adherence to sound Democratic doc- 
trines, by the purity of purpose, the energy and ability 
which have character .zed his administraiion in all our 
affairs at home and abroad ; that we tender to him our 
cordial congratulations upon the brilliant success which 
has hitherto crowned bifl patriotic efforts, and assure him 
in advance, that at the expiration of his Presidential 
term he will carry with him to his retirement, the esteem, 
respect, and admiration of a grateful country. 

ISetfolvedj That this Convention hereby present to the 
people of the United States, Lewis Cass, of Michigan, as 
the cnodidate of the Democratic party for the odice of 
President, and William O. iJatler of Ky, for Vice-Presi- 
dent of the U. ^. 

1 he following resolution was offered by Mr. 
Ytuicy, of Ala. 

Benolved^ That the doctrine of non-interference with 
the rights of property of any portion of the people of this 
Confederacy, be it in the States or Territories thereof 
by«any other than the parties interested in them, is the 
true Republican doctrine recognized by this body. 

Tills resolution was rejected : Yeas, 36 ; nays, 
•21H — the yeas beiug: (xeorgia, 9; South Caro- 
lina, 9 ; Alabatiiu, 'j ; Arkansas, 3 ; Florida, 3 ; 
xUarylaud, 1 ; Keu Ducky, 1. 



FREE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION, 1848. 

The Barnburners of New York, who were- 
disgusted with the proceedings of the National 
Convention which had nominated Cass and But-^ 
ler for President and Vice-President, met in 
Convention at Utica, on the 22d of June, 1848.. 
Delegates were also present from Ohio, Wiscon- 
sin and Massachusetts. Col. Samuel Young pre^- 
sided over the deliberations of this Convention ; 
and Martin Van Buren was nominated for Presi- 
dent, with Henry Dodge, of Wisconsin, for 
Vice-President. Gen. Dodge subsequently de- 
clined. • 

On the 9th of August following, a Conven- 
tion was held at Buffalo, which was attended by 
delegates from the States of Maine, New-Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, New- York, New-Jersey, PennsyU 
vania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Indiana, Iowa, and the 
District of Columbia. Charles Francis Adams, 
of Massachusetts, presided, and the Convention 
nominated Messrs. Van Bupen and Adams as. 
candidates for President and Vice-President, 
and adopted the following Resolves, since 
known as 

THE BUFFALO PLATFORM. 

Whereas, We have assembled in Convention, as a. 
uuiuii ut freemen, for the sake of freedom, forgetting; 
all past puliticai differences in a commoa resolve to 
maiuttiiri cue rigtits of free labor against the aggressions, 
of the iiiave Power, and to secure free soii tu a free' 
people. 

And Whereas, The political Conventions recently as- 
sembled at Baltimore and Philadelphia, tlu uue stifling- 
the voice of a great constituency, euiiiled to be heard in 
its deliberations, and the other abaudouing its distinctive 
principles for mere availability, have dissolved the Na- 
tional party organizations heretofore existing, by nomK 
nating for the Chief Magistracy of the Uuited States, un- 
der tiie slaveholding dictation, caudidated, neither of 
wtioiu can be supported by the opponeutd of Slavery Ex-^ 
tension without a sacrifice of cousisieucy, duty and self-^ 
respect ; 

Aivd whereas. These nominations so made, furuish the 
occasion and demonstrate the necessity of the union of 
the people under the banner of free Democracy, in a sol- 
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emn and formal declaration of their independence of the 
Blave power, aud of their fixed determination to rescue 
the Federal Government from its control ; 

Besolv^dy tfierejbre^ That we, the people here assem- 
bled, remembering the example of our fathers, in the days 
of the first Declaration of Independence, puttinf( our trust 
in God for Tlie triumph of our cause, aud invoking his 
guidance in our endeavors to advance it, do now plant 
ourselves upon the National platform of Freedom in oppo- 
sition to the sectional platform of Slavery. 

Resolved^ Tiiat Slavery in the several States of this 
Union wliich recognize its existence, depends upon State 
laws alone, which cannot be repealed or modified by the 
Federal Government, and for which luws that govern- 
ment is not responsible. We therefore piupose no inter- 
ference by Congress with Slavery within tue limits of any 
State. 

Sseolved, That the Proviso of Jefferson, to prohibit the 
existence of Slavery after 1300, in all theTerritoriesof the 
United States, iiouthern and Northern ; the votes of six 
States and sixteen delegates, in the Congress of 1784, for 
the Proviso, to three States aud seven Uelegates against 
it; the actual exclusion of Slavery from the Nortiiwest- 
eru Territory, by the Ordinance of 17S7, unanimously 
adopted by the States in Congress ; and the entire history 
of that period, clearly show that it was the settled policy 
of the Nation not to extend, nationalize or encourage, but 
to limit, localize and discourage Slavery ; and to this pol- 
icy, which should nevcr have been departed from, the 
Government ought to return. 

Eesolved^ That our fathers ordained the Constitution 
of the United States, in order, among other great national 
objects, to e^itablisb justice, promote the general welfare, 
and secure the blessings oi liberty ; but expressly denied 
to the Federal Government, whicu they created, all con- 
stitutional power to deprive any person of life, liberty, 
or property, without due legal process. 

Keaolced^ That in the judgment of this Convention, 
Cougiess has no more power to make a Slave than to make 
a King; no more power to institute or establish Slavery 
than to institute or establish a Monarchy : no such power 
can be found among those specifically conferred by the 
Goustitutiou, or derived by just implication from them. 

Heaol^odt That it is the duty of the Federal Govern- 
ment to relieve itself from all responsibility for the exist- 
ence or continuance of slavery wherever the government 
possesses constitutional authority to legislate on that 
subject, and it is thus responsible for its existence. 

Revolved, That the true, and in the judgment of this 
Conveniiuu, tiie only safe means of preventing the ex- 
tension of Slavery iuto Territory now Free, is to prohibit 
Its extension in all such Territory by an act of Congress. 

Bettol/oed^ Tnat we accept the issue which the Slave 
power lias forced upbn us ; and to their demand for more 
Slave States, and more Slave Territory, our calm bat final 
answer is, no more Slave States and no more Slave Ter- 
ritory. Let the soil of our extensive domains be kept 
free for ttie liardy pioneers of our own land, aud the op- 
pressed and banished of other lands, seeking homes of 
comfort and fields of enterpn^je in the new world. 

JBeeolvedy That the bill lately reported by the committee 
of eight in the Senate of the United States, was no com- 
promise, but an absolute surrender of the rights of the 
Non-Slaveholders of all tlte States ; and while we rejoice 
to know that a measure which, while opening the door for 
the introduction of Slavery into Territories now free, 
would also have opened tne door to litigation and strife 
among tiie future inhabitants thereof, to the ruin of their 
peace and prosperity, was defeated in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, its passage, in hot, haste, by a majority, embrac- 
ing several senators who voted in open violation of the 
known will of their constituents, should warn the people 
to see to it, that tiieir representatives be not suffered to 
betray them. There mu.st l)e no more Compromises with 
Slavery; if made they must be repealed. 

Reaolvedf That we demand freedom and established 
institutions for our brethren in Oregon, now exposed to 
hardships, peril and massacre by the recldess hostility of 
the Slave Power to the establishment of Free Government 
for Free Territories ; and not only for them, but for our 
new brethren in California and New-Mexico. 

Retoloedy It is due not only to this occasion, but to the 
whole people of the United States, that we should also 
declare ourselves on certain other questions of National 
Policy: therefore, 

Bmoived, That we demand Cheap' Postage for the Peo- 
ple; a retrenchment of the expenses ^nd patronage of 
the Federal Government; the abolition of all unneces- 
sary offices and salaries ; and the election by the people 
of all civil officers in the service of the government, so 
far as the same may be practicable. 

Resolved, That River and Harbor improvements, when 
demanded by the safety and convenience of commerce 



with foreign nations, or among the several States, art 
objects o( uationaPboncern, and that it is the duty of 
Congress, in the exercise of its constitutional powers, to 
provide therefor. 

Resolved, That the free grant to actual settlers. In con 
sideration of the expenses they incur in making settle- 
ments in tiie wilderness, which are usually fully equal to 
their actual cost, and of the public benefits resulting 
therefrom, of reasonable portions of the public lands, 
under suitable limitations, is a wise and just measure of 
public policy, wliich will promote in various ways the in- 
terests of all the States of this Union ; and we therefore 
recommend it to the favorable consideration of the Ameri- 
can people. 

Retofcedy That the obligations of honor and patriot- 
ism require the earliest practicable payment of the na- 
tional debt, and we are therefore in favor of such a tariff 
of duties as will raise revenue adequate to defray the ne- 
cessary expenses of the Federal Government, and to pay 
annual instalments of our debt, and the interest thereon. 

Resolved, That we inscribe on our own banner, ^* Free 
Soil, Free Speech, Free Labor, and Free Men," and under 
it we will fight on, and fight ever, until a triumphant vic- 
tory sliali reward our exertions. 



WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION, 1862. 

This body assembled at Baltimore on the 16th 
of June, and chose Gen. John G. Chapman, of 
Md., as presiding officer, and, after an exciting 
session of six days, nominated Gen. Winfield 
Scott as President, on the 53d ballot, as follows : 
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William A. Graham, of North Carolina, was 
nominated for Vice-President on the second 
ballot. 

The Convention adopted the following 

PLATFORM : 

The Whigs of the United States, in Convention assem- 
bled, adhering to the great conservative principles by 
which they are controled and governed, and now as cvec 
relying upon the intelligence of the American people, 
with an abiding confidence in their capacity for self-gov- 
ernment, and their devotion to the Constitution and the 
Union, do proclaim the following as the political senti- 
ments and determination for the establishment au<l 
maintenance of which their national organization as a 
party was elfected. 

First. The government of the United States is of a 
limited character, and it is confined to the exeicise of 
powers expressly granted by the Constitution, and such 
as may be necessary and proper for carrying the granted 
powers into full execution, and that powers not granted 
or necessarily implied are reserved to the Slates respec- 
tively and to the people. 

Second. The State Governments should be held securo 
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t9 their reserved rights, aad the General Goyemment 
Bostained on its constitutional powers, and that the 
Union should he reyered and watched over as the palla- 
dium of our liberties. 

TMrd. That while struggling freedom everywhere 
onHsts the warmest sympathy of the Whig party, we still 
adhere to the doctrines of the Father of his Country, as 
announced in his Farewell Address, of keepmg ourselves 
teee from all entangling alliances with foreign countries, 
and of never quitting our own to stand upon foreign 
ground ; that our mission as a republic Is not to propa- 
gate our opinions, or impose on crther countries our 
forms of government, by artifice or force ; but to teach 
by example, and show by our success, moderation and 
justice, the blessings of self-government, and the advan- 
tage of free institutions. 

Jbiwth. That, as the people make and control the 
Qovemment, they should obey its constitution, laws and 
treaties as they would retain their self-respect, and the 
respect which they claim and will enforce from foreign 
powers. 

jn/th. Government should be conducted on principles 
of the strictest economy ; and revenue sufficient for the 
expenses thereof, in time, ought to be derived mainly 
from a duty on imports, and not from direct taxes ; and 
on laying such duties sound policy requires a Just dis- 
crlmiaation, and, when practicable, by specific duties, 
whereby suitable encouragement may be afforded to 
American industry, equally to all classes and to all por- 
tions of the country ; an economical administration of 
the Government, in time of peace, ought to be derived 
firom duties on imports, and not from direct taxation ; 
and in laymg such duties, sound policy requires a just 
discrimination, whereby suitable encouragement may be 
afifordedto American industry, equally to all classes, and 
to all parts of the country. 

3ixi^. The Constitution vests in Congress the power 
to open and repair harbors, and remove obstructions 
from navigable rivers, whenever such improvements are 
necessary for the common defense, and for the protec- 
tion and facility of commerce with foreign nations, or 
among the States— said improvements being in every 
instance national and general in their character. 

Sevsnih. The Federal and State Governments are parts 
of one system, alike necessary for the common prosper- 
ity, peace and security, and ought to be regarded alike 
with a cordial, habitual and 'immovable attachment. 
Bespect for the authority of each, and acquiescence in 
the just constitutional measures of each, are duties 
required by the plainest considerations of National, 
State and individual welfare. 

Eighth. That the series of acts of the 82d Congress, the 
Act known as the Fugitive Slave law included, are 
received and acquiesced in by the Whig party of the 
United States as a settlement in principle and substance 
of the dangerous and exciting questions which they 
embrace; and, so far as they are concerned, we will 
maintain them, and insist upon their strict enforcement, 
until time and experience shall demonstrate the neces- 
sity of farther legislation to guard against the evasion of 
the laws on the one hand and the abuse of their powers 
on the other— not impairing their present efficiency ; and 
we deprecate all further agitation of the question thus 
■etticMl, as dangerous to our peace, and will discounte- 
nance all efforts to continue or renew such sigitation, 
n^ienever, wherever, or however the attempt may be 
made; and we will maintain this system as essential to 
the nationality of the Whig party, and the integrity of 
t(ie Union. 

The above propositions were unanimously 
adopted with the exception of the last, which 
was carried by a vote of 212 to 70: the dele- 
gates who voted against it being supporters of 
Soott as against Fillmore and Webster in the 
ballotings above given. 

The vote by States, on this (Compromise) 
reeolation, was as follows : 

Ybaa— Maine, 4; New-Hampshire, 5; Vermont, 6 J 
Massachusetts, 8; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 4i 
Kew-York, 11; New-Jersey,!; Pennsylvania, 21; Dela- 
ware, 8 ; Maryland, 8 ; Virginia, 14 ; North Carolina, 
10 ; South Carolina, 8 ; Georgia, 10 ; Alabama, 9 ; Mis- 
■telppi, 7; Louisiana, 6: Ohio, 8; Kentucky, 12; Ten- 
aeasee, 18; Indiana, 7; Illinois, 6; Missouri, 9; Arkan- 
sas, 4; Florida, 8 ; Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 4 ; Texas, 4 ; 



Nats— Maine, 4; Connecticut, 1; New-York, 32; 
Pennsylvania, 6 ; Ohio, 15 ; WisconsUi, 1 ; Indiana, o ; 
Illinois, 5 ; Michigan, 6 ; California, 4—70. 

GEN. SCOTT'S ACCEPTANCB. 

Gen. Scott accepted the nomination and Platr 
form in the following letter. 

Washington, Juns 24^, 1852. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive from your hands 
the official notice of my unanimous nomination as the 
Whig candidate for the office of President of the United 
States, together with a copy of the resolutions passed by 
the Convention, expressing their opinions upon some of 
the most prominent questions of national policy. 

This great distinction, conferred by a numerous, Intelli- 
gent and patriotic body, representing millions of my 
countrymen, sinks deep Into my heart ; and remembering 
the very eminent names which were before the Conven- 
tion in amicable competition with my own, I am made to 
feel, oppressively, the weight of responsibility belonging 
to my new position. Not having written a word to pro- 
cure this distinction, I lost not a moment after it had 
been conferred In addressing a letter to one of your mem- 
bers, to signify what would be, at the proper time, the 
substance of my reply to the Convention : and I now have 
the honor to repeat In a more formal manner, as the occa- 
sion justly demands, that I accept the nomination with the 
resolutions annexed. The political principles and meas- 
ures laid down in those resolutions are so broad that but 
little Is left for me to add. I therefore barely suggest in 
this place, that should I, by the partiality of my country- 
men, be elevated to the Chief Magistracy of the Union, I 
shall be ready. In my connection with Congress, to re- 
commend or approve of measures in regard to the man- 
agement of the public domain, so as to secure an early 
settlement of the same, favorable to actual settlers, bat 
consistent, nevertheless, with a due regard to the equal 
rights of the whole American people In that vast national 
inheritance ; and also to recommend or approve of a sin- 
gle alteration in our naturalization laws, suggested by my 
military experience, vis : Giving to all foreigners the 
right of citizenship, who shall faithfully serve, in time of 
war, one year on board of our public ships, or in our 
land forces, regular or volunteer, on their receiving an 
honorable discharge from the service. In regard to the 
general policy of the administration, if elected, I should, 
of course, look among those who may approve that poli- 
cy for the agents to carry It into execution ; and I should 
seek to cultivate harmony and fraternal sentiments 
throughout the Whig party, without attempting to re- 
duce its members, by proscription, to exact uniformity to 
my own views. 

But I should at the same time be rigorous in regard to 
qualifications for office, retaining and appointing no one 
either deficient in capacity or Integrity, or In devotion to 
liberty, to the Constitution and the Union. Convinced 
that harmony or good will between the different quarters 
of our broad country is essential to the present and the 
future Interests of the Republic, and with a devotion to 
those Interests that can know no South and no North, I 
should neither countenance nor tolerate any sedition, dis- 
order, faction or resistance to the law or the Union on 
any pretext, in any part of the land, and I should carry 
into the civil administration this one principle of military 
conduct— obedience to the legislative and judicial de- 
partments of government, each in its constitutional 
sphere, saving only in respect to the Legislature, the pos- 
sible resort to the veto power, always to be most cau- 
tiously exercised, and under the strictest restraints and 
necessities. 

Finally, for my strict adherence to the principles of the 
Whig party, as expressed In the resolutions of the Con- 
vention, and herein suggested, with a sincere and earnest 
purpose to advance the greatness and happiness of the 
Republic, and thus to cherish and encourage the cause of 
constitutional liberty throughout the world, avoiding 
every act and thought that might involve our country in 
an unjust or unnecessary war, or Impair the faith of 
treaties, and discountenancing all political agitations in- 
jurious to the interests of society and dangerous to the 
Union, I can offer no other pledge or guarantee than the 
known Incidents of a long public life, now undergoing the 
severest examination Peeling myself highly fortunate 
In my associate on the ticket, and with a lively sense of 
my obligations to the Convention, and to your personal 
courtesies, I have the honor to remain, sir, with great 
esteem, your most obedient servant, 

• WINFIELD SOOTT. 

To Hox. J. a. Ohapmav, PrsHdwt of ih% WMg JTo- 
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DEMOCRA.TIC CONVENTION— 1852. 

This Convention assembled at Baltimore on 
the Ist of June, John W. Davis, of Indiana, 
presided, and the two-thirds rule was adopted. 
Ghen. Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire, was 
nominated for President on the 49th ballot, as 
follows : 
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The first vote for Vice-President was as fol- 
lows : 



Wm. R. King, of Ala. . . 126 
G. J. Pillow, of Tenn. . . 25 
D. R. Atchison, of Mo. . 26 
T. J. Rusk, of Texas,. . 12 
Jeff. Davis, of Miss 2 



Wm. 0. Butler, of Ky... 27 
Robt. Strange, of N.O... 28 
S. U. Downs, of La.... 80 
J. B. Weller, of Oal.... 28 
Howell Cobb, of Ga. ... 2 



Wm. R. King, of Alabama, was unanimously 
nominated on the second ballot. 

THE PLATFORM. 

The Platform was made up of resolves. Here 
follow I, 2, and 8, of that of 1848, with 1, 2, 3, 
and 4 of that of 1840, (see them heretofore), to 
which were added the following : 

JRsaokfed^ That it is the duty of every branch of the 
Government to enforce and practice the most rigid 
economy in conducting our public affairs, and that no 
more revenue ought to be raised than is required to 
defray the necessary expenses of the Government, and 
for the gradual but certain extinction of the public debt. 

Sssohed, That Congress has no power to charter a 
National Bank ; that we believe such an institution one 
of deadly hostility to the best interests of the country, 
dangerous to our republican institutions and the liberties 



of the people, and calculated to place the bnsiness of the 
country within the control of a concentrated money 
power, and that above the laws and the will of the people ; 
and that the results of Democratic legislation, in this and 
all other financial measures, upon which issues have been 
made between the two political parties of the country have 
demonstrated to candid and practical men of all, parties, 
their soundness, safety, and utility, in all business pursuits. 

JiMoPoed^ That the separation of the moneys of the 
Government from Banking Institutions, is indispensable 
for the safety of the funds of the Government, and the 
rights of the people. 

Jiesolvedt That the liberal principles embodied hj 
Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence, and sanc- 
tioned in the Constitution, which makes ours the land of 
liberty, and the asylum Of the oppressed of every nation, 
have ever been cardinal principles in the Democratic 
faith ; and every attempt to abridge the privilege of be* 
coming citifeens and the owners of soil among us, ought 
to be resisted with the same spirit which swept the alien 
and sedition laws from our statute book. 

^eaolvedf That Congress has no power under the Oon« 
stitution to interfere with, or control the domestic insti- 
tutions of the several States, and that such States are the 
sole and proper Judges of everything appertaining to 
their own affairs, and prohibited by the Constitution '; 
that all efforts of the Abolitionists or others, made to 
induce Congress to interfere with questions of Slavery, 
or to take incipient steps in relation thereto, are calcu- 
lated to lead to the most alarming and dangerous conse- 
quences ; and that all such efforts have an inevitable 
tendency to diminish the happiness of the people, and 
endanger the stability and permanency of the Union, and 
ought not to be countenanced by any friend of our politi- 
cal institutions. 

Beaoloed^ That the foregoing proposition covers, and is 
intended to embrace, the whole subject of Slavery agita- 
tion in Congress ; and therefore, the Democratic party of 
the Union, standing on this National Platform, will abide 
by, and adhere to, a faithful execution of the acts known 
as the Compromise measures settled by the last Congress 
-Hhe act for reclaiming fugitives from service or labor 
included ; which act, being designed to carry out an 
express provision of the Constitution, cannot wiUi fidelity 
thereto be repealed, nor so changed as to destroy or im- 
pair its efficiency. 

jRsaoloedf That the Democratic party will resist all 
attempts at renewing in Congress, or out of it, the agita- 
tion of the Slavery question, under whatever shape or 
color the attempt may be made. 

[Here follow the Resolutions of 1848, against 
the distribution of the proceeds of the Public 
Land Sales, and against the abridgment of the 
veto power of the President.] 

Resolved^ That the Democratic party will faithfhlly 
abide by and uphold the principles laid down in the 
Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions of 1792 and 1798, and 
in the report of Mr. Madison to the Tirginia Legislature 
in 1799 ; that it adopts those principles as constituting 
one of the main foundations of its political creed, and Is 
resolved to carry them out in their obvious meaning and 
import. 

MtaoVoedt That the war with Mexico, upon all the 
principles of patriotism and the law of nations, was a 
Just and necessary war on our part, in which no Ameri- 
can citizen should have shown himself opposed to his 
country, and neither morally nor physically, by word or 
deed, given aid and comfort to the enemy. 

JiMolvedt That we re;Joice at the restoration of friendly 
relations with our sister Republic of Mexico, and earnest- 
ly desire for her all the blessings and prosperity which 
we enjoy under Republican Institutions, and we con- 
gratulate the American people on the results of that war, 
which have so manifestly justified the policy and conduct 
of the Democratic party, and insured to the United States 
indemnity for the past, and security for the future. 

Jieaolvsdi That, in view of the condition of popular 
institutions in the old world, a high and sacred duty is 
devolved with increased responsibility upon the Demo- 
cracy of this country, as the party of the people, to up- 
hold and maintain the rights of every State, and thereby 
the Union of States, and to sustain and advance among 
them constitutional liberty, by continuing to resist all 
monopolies and exclusive legislation lor the benefit of the 
few at the expense of the many, and by a vigilant and 
constant adherence to those principles and compromises 
of the CONSTITUTION, which are broad enough and 
strong enough to embrace and uphold the Union as it Is, 
and the Union as it should be, in the full expansion of 
the energies and capacity of this great and progressive 
people. 
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B DEMOCRATIC CONVENTIOS— 18S2. 
The Free-Soil Democracy held a 
OoDTentioa st Pittaburgh, on tbo 11th August, 
1662, Henry WUson, of Mass., presiding. All 
tbe Free States were represeated, together nith 
DelKoare, Tirginis, EeoCucky and Uarylaad. 
John P. Hale, of N. H., maa nominated for Presi- 
dent, with Geo. W. Julian, of ludiana, for Vioe- 
PreeidenL The CooventioD adopted tbe fol- 
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President of the United States, Joh5 P. Hals, of New- 
Hampshire, and as a candidate for the office of Vice- 
President of the United States, Gkorok W. Juuan, of 
Indiana, and earnestly commend them to the support 
of all Freemen and all parties. 

The result of this contest was an over'whelm- 
ing triumph of the regular Democracy : Pierce 
and King carrying every State except Massachu- 
setts, Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee, which 
cast their votes for Gen. Scott. The Free Demo- 
cratic vote in several States would have given 
those States to Scott, bad it been cast for him. 



REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION— 

1856. 

This Convention met at Philadelphia on the 
lYth of June, and chose Col. Henry S. Lane, of 
Indiana, as presiding officer. An informal bal- 
lot for President resulted as follows : 
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States. b 

Maine, 13 

New-Hampshire.. 15 

Vermont 15 

Massachusetts.... 89 
Khode Island.. . 12 

Connecticut 18 

New-York 93 

New-Jersey 7 

Pennsylvania 10 

Delaware — 

Maryland 4 

Ohio 80 

New- York also gave two votes for Sumner 
and one for Seward. 

Col. John C. Fremont was thereupon unani- 
mously nominated. 

William L. Dayton was nominated for Vice- 
President, receiving, on the infoimal ballot, 
259 votes to 43 for David Wilmot ; 110 for 
Abraham Lincoln ; 7 for Thomas Ford ; 85 for 
Charles Sumner; 4 for Cassius M. Clay ; 15 for 
Jacob Collamer; 2 for J. R. Giddings; 2 for 
W. F. Johnston ; 46 for N. P. Banks ; 1 for A. 
0. M. Pennington ; 5 for Henry Wilson ; 9 for 
John A. King ; 3 for Henry C. Carey ; and 8 for 
Gen. S. C. Pomeroy of Kansas. A formal bal- 
lot was then taken, when Mr. Dayton was nomi- 
nated unanimously. 

The Convention adopted the following 

PLATFORM : 

This Convention of Delegates, assembled in pursuance 
of a call addressed to the people of the United States, 
without regard to past political differences or divisions, 
who are opposed to the repeal of the Missouri Compro- 
mise, to the policy of the present Administration, to the 
etxtension of Slavery into Free Territory ; in favor of 
admitting Kansas as a Free State, of restoring the action 
of the Federal Government to the principles of Washing- 
ton and Jefferson, and who purpose to unite in present- 
ing candidates for the offices of President and Vice- 
Viesident, do resolve as follows : 

Besokied^ That the maintenance of the principles pro- 
mulgated in the Declaration of Independence and 
embodied in the Federal Constitntion is essential to the 
preservation of our Republican Institutions, and that 
the Federal Constitution, the rights of tlie States, and 
the Union of the States, shall be preserved. 

Jieaol'ved, That with our republican fathers we hold it 
to be a self-evident truth, that all men are endowed with 
the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pui-suit of 
happiness, and that the primary object and ulterior de- 
signs of our Federal Government were, to secure these 
'ights to all persons within its exclusive jurisdiction ; 
that, as our republican fathers, when they had abolished 
Slavery in all our national territory, ordained that no 



person should be deprived of life, liberty or property 
without due process of law, it becomes our duty to main- 
tain this provision of the Constitution against all attempts 
to yiolate it for the purpose of establishing Slavery in 
any territory of the United States, by positive legislation^ 
prohibiting its existence or extension therein. That we 
deny the authority of Congress, of a territorial legisla- 
ture, of any individual or association of individuals, to 
give legal existence to Slavery in any territory of the 
United States, while the present Coiiistitution shall be 
maintained. 

Hesolvedy That the Constitution confers upon Congress 
sovereign power over the territories of the United States 
for their government, >nd that in the exoichio of this 
power it is both the right and the duty of Congress to 
prohibit in the territories those twin relics of barbarism 
— Polygamy and Slavery. 

Besolvedy That while the Constitution of the United 
States was ordained and established by the people in 
order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common de- 
fense, and secure the blessings of liberty, and contains 
ample provisions for the protection of the life, liberty 
and property of every citizen, the dearest constitutional 
rights of the people of Kansas have been fraudulently 
and violently taken from them— their territory has been 
invaded by an armed force — spurious and pretended 
legislative, judicial and executive officers have been set 
over them, by whose usurped authority, sustained by the 
military power of the Government, tyrannical and un- 
constitutional laws have been enacted and enforced — 
the rights of the people to keep and bear arms have 
been infringed — test oaths of an extraordinary and en- 
tangling nature have been imposed, as a condition of 
exercising the right of suffrage and holding office — the 
right of an accused person to a speedy and public trial 
by an impartial jury has been denied— the right of ths 
people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and 
effects against unreasonable searches and seisures has 
been violated — they have been deprived of life, liberty 
and property without due process of law — that the £ree- 
doin of speech and of the press has been abridged — the 
right to choose their representatives has been made of 
no effect— murders, robberies and arsons have been insti- 
gated and encouraged, and the offenders have been 
allowed to go unpunished — that all these things hare 
been done with the knowledge, sanction and procure- 
ment of the present Administration, and that for this 
high crime against the Constitution, the Union and Hu- 
manity, we arraign the Administration, th^ President, his 
advisers, agents, supporters, apologists and access<Hie8, 
either before or after the facts, before the country and 
before the world, and that it is our fixed purpose to 
bring the actual perpetrators of these atrocious outrages, 
and their accomplices, to a sure and condign punishment 
hereafter. 

Besol/oed^ That Kansas should be immediately admit- 
ted as a State of the Union, with her present free Consti- 
tution, as at once the most effectual way of securing to 
her citizens the enjoyment of the rights and privileges to 
which they are entitled ; and of ending the civil strife 
now raging in her territory. 

Resolved^ That the highwayman^s plea, ttiat " might 
malces right," embodied in the Ostend Circular, was in 
every respect unworthy of American diplomacy, and 
would bring shame and dishonor upon any government 
or people that gave it their sanction. 

Jie«ol^ed, That a railroad to the Pacific Ocean, by the 
most central and practicable route, is imperatively de- 
manded by the interests of the whole country, and that 
the Federal Government ought to render immediate and 
efficient aid in its construction; and, as an auxiliary 
thereto, the immediate construction of an emigrant route 
on the line of the railroad. 

RsfsoVoed^ That appropriations by Congress for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors, of a national charac- 
ter, required for the accommodation and security of our 
existing commerce, are authorized by the Constitution, 
and justified by the obligation of government to protect 
the lives and property of its citizens. 

This contest resulted in the election of the 
Democratic nominees, Buchanan and Breckin- 
ridge, who received the electoral votes of 

New-Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Delaware, 8; Vir- 
ginia, 15; North Carolina, 10; South Carolina, 8; 
Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7 ; Louisiana, 6; 
Tennessee, 12; Kentucky, 12; Indiana, 18; Illinois, 11; 
Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 8; Texas, 4; Califor- 
nia, 4.— 174. 

For Fremont and Dayton : Maine, 8 ; New-Hampshire, 
5; Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 18; Rhode Island, 4; 
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Coiibecticat,6; New-York. 85; Ohio, 28; Michigan, 6; 
Iowa, 4 ; Wisconsin, 5 - 114. 
Fillmore and Donelson, Maryland, 8. 



AMERICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION— 

1856. 

The American National Council met in Phila- 
delphia February 19, 1856. All the States ex- 
cept four or five were represented. E. B. 
Bartlett, of Ky., President of the National Coun- 
cil presided, and, after a rather stormy session 
of Uiree days, devoted mainly to the discussion 
of a Party Platform, the following, on the 21st, 
was adopted : 

AMERICAN PLATFORM. 

1. An humble acknowledgment to the Supreme Being, 
for his protecting care vouchsafed to our fathers in their 
saccessful Revolutionary struggle, and hitherto mani- 
fested to us, their descendants, in the preservation of 
the liberties, the independence, and the union of these 
mutes. 

2. The perpetuation of the Federal Union and Consti- 
tution, as the palladium of our civil and religious liber- 
ties, and the only sure bulwarks of American Indepen- 
dence. 

8. ATtiericana must rule AmeHca ; and to this end 
na^«-born citizens should be selected for all State, 
Federal and municipal offices of government employ- 
ment, in preference to all others. Mevertheless^ 

4. Persons born of Ameiican parents residing tempo- 
rarily abroad, should be entitled to all the rights of 
native-born citizens. 

5. No person should be selected for political station 
(whether of native or foreign birth), who recognizes any 
allegiance or obligation of any description to any foreign 
prince, potentate or power, or who refuses to recognize 
the Federal and State Constitutions (each within its 
sphere) as paramount to all other laws, as rules of polit- 
ical action. 

6. The unqualified recognition and maintenance of the 
reserved rights of the several States, and the cultivation 
of harmony and fraternal good will between the citizens 
of the several States, and to this end, non-interference 
by Congress with questions appertaining solely to the 
Individual States, and non-intervention by each State 
with the affairs of any other State. 

T. The recognition of the right of native-born and 
naturalized citizens of the United States, permanently 
residing in any territory thereof, to frame their constitu- 
tion and laws, and to regulate their domestic and social 
affairs in their own mode, subject only to the provisions 
of the Federal Constitution, with the privilege of admis- 
sion into the Union whenever they have the requisite 
population for one Representative in Congress : Pro- 
wledj ahoays^ that none but those who are ciiizens of 
the United States, under the Constitution and laws 
thereof, and who have a fixed residence in any such 
Territory, ought to participate in the formation of the 
Constitution, or in the enactment of laws for said Terri- 
toiy or State. 

8. An enforcement of the piinci{)les that no State or 
Territory ought to admit others than Citizens to the right 
of suffrage, or of holding political offices of the United 

9. A change in the laws of naturalization, making a 
continued residence of twenty-one years, of all not here- 
tofore provided for, an indispensable requisite for citizen- 
ship hereafter, and excluding all paupers, and persons 
convicted of crime, from landing upon our shores ; but 
no interference with the vested rights of foreigners. 

10. Opposition to any union between Church and 
State; no interference with religious faith or worship, 
and no test oaths for office. 

11. Free and thorough investigation into any and all 
alleged abuses of public functionaries, and a strict econ- 
omy in public expenditures. 

12. The maintenance and enforcement of all laws con- 
stitutionally enacted until said laws shall be repealed, 
or shall be declared null and void by competent Judicial 
authority. 

18. Opposition to the reckless and unwise policy of the 
present Administration in the general management of 
our national affairs, and more especially as shown in re- 
moving " Americans " (by designation) and Conserva- 
tWes in principle, from office, and placing foreigners and 
UUralsts in tJieir places ; as shown in a truckling subser- 



viency to the stronger, and an insolent and cowardly 
bravado toward the weaker powers ; as shown In re- 
opening sectional agitation, by the repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise ; as shown in granting to unnaturalized for- 
eigners the right of suffrage in Kansas and Nebraska ; as 
shown in its vacillating course on the Kansas and Ne- 
braska question ; as shown in the corruptions which per- 
vade some of the Departments of the Government ; as 
shown in disgracing meritorious naval officers through 
prejudice or caprice : and as shown in the blundering 
mismanagement of our foreign relations. 

14. Therefore, to remedy existing evils, and prevent 
the disastrous consequences otherwise resulting there- 
from, we would build up the " American Party *' upon 
the principles herein before stated. 

15. That each State Council shall have authority to 
amend their several constitutions, so as to abolish the 
several degrees and substitute a pledge of honor, instead 
of other obligations, for fellowship and admission into 
the party. 

16. A free and open discussion of all political princi- 
ples embraced in our Platform. 

On the following day (Feb. 22,) the American 
National Nominating Convention, composed 
mostly of the same gentlemen who had deliber- 
ated as the National Council, organized at Phila- 
delphia, with 227 delegates in attendance, 
Maine, Vermont, Georgia, and South Carolina, 
being the only States not represented. Ephraim 
Marsh, of New-Jersey, was chosen to preside, 
and the Convention remained in session till the 
26th, and, after disposing of several cases of 
contested seats, discussed at considerable length, 
and with great warmth, the question of the 
power of the National Council to establish a 
Platform for the Convention, which should be 
of binding force upon that body. Finally, Mr. 
Killinger, of Pennsylvania, proposed the fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved, That the National Council has no authority 
to prescribe a Platform of principles for this Nominating 
Convention, and that we will nominate for President and 
Vice-President no man who is not in favor of interdict- 
ing the introduction of Slavery into Territory north 86* 
80' by congressional action. 

A motion to lay this resolution on the table 
was adopted, 141 to 59. A motion was then 
made to proceed to the nomination of a candi- 
date for President, which was carried, 151 to 
51, the Anti-Slavery delegates, or North Ameri- 
cans, as they were called, voting in the nega- 
tive, and desiring to postpone the nomination. 
But being beaten at all points, they (to the num- 
ber of about 50) either withdrew or refused to 
take any further part in the proceedings of the 
Convention, and many of them subsequently 
supported Col. Fremont for President. 

An informal ballot was then taken for Presi- 
dent, which resulted as follows : 

John Bell, Tennessee... 



M. Fillmore, of N.T 71 

George Law, N. Y 27 

Garrett Davis, Ky 18 

John McLean, Ohio.... 7 

R. F. Stockton, N. J 8 

Sam. Houston, Texas. . . 6 

A formal ballot was 



6 

Kenneth Kaynor, N. C. 2 
Erastus Brooks, N. Y.... 3 
Lewis D. Campbell, Ohio. 1 
John M. Clayton, Del... 1 

then taken, when Mr. 



Filhnore was nominated as follows : 

Fillmore, 179 ; Law, 24 ; Raynor, 14 ; McLean, 18 ; 
Davis, 10 ; Houston, 8. 

Necessary to a choice, 122. 

Millard Fillmore was then declared to be the 
nominee. 

A brtllot was then taken for Vice-President, 
and Andrew Jackson Donelson, of Tennessee, 
was nominated as follows : 

A. J. Donelson, Ten., 181; Percy Walker, Ala., 8 
Henry J. Gardner, Mass., 8; Kenneth Raynor, N. C, 8 

Mr. Donelson was then declared to be unani. 
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This Conreiilion met at Cincinnili on the 2d 

of June, Had chose John G. Ward, of Georgia, 

to preside, and nominated Jsine« Bucbaaui on 

the nth ballot, SB follows : 
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Uidoa, itanding on this national platform, will abide by 
and adliere to a faithful execution of the acts known at* 
the Compromise Measures, settled by the Confess of 
1850 : " the act for reclaiming fugitives from service or 
Ijibor ** included ; which act, being designed to carry out 
an express provision of the Constitution, cannot, with 
flddity thereto, be repealed, or so changed as to destroy 
or impair its efficiency. 

8. That the Democratic Party will resist all attempts 
at renewing, in Congress or out of it, the agitation of the 
Slavery question, under whatever shape or color the at- 
tempt may be m»de. 

4. That the Democratic Party will faithAiUy abide by 
and uphold the principles laid down in the Kentuclcy 
and Virginia resolutions of 1797 and 1798, and in the 
report of Mr. Madison to the Virginia Legislature in 1799 
— that it adopts these principles as constituting one of 
the main foundations of its political creed, and is re- 
solved to carry them out in their obvious meaning and 
import. 

And that we may more distinctly meet the issue on 
which a sectional party, subsisting exclusively on 
Slavery agitation, now relies to test the fidelity of the 
people. North and South, to the Constitution and the 
Union — 

1. BesoVoedy Ttiat clainung fellowship with and desir- 
ing the co5peration of all who regard the preservation 
of the Union under the Constitution as the paramount 
Issue, and repudiating all sectional parties and platforms 
concerning domestic Slavery, which seelc to embroil the 
States and incite to treason and armed resistance to law 
in the Territories, and whose avowed purpose, if con- 
summated, must end in civil war and disunion, the 
American Democracy recognize &nd adopt the principles 
cont^ned in the organic laws establishing the Territories 

tf Nebraska and Kansas, as embodying the only sound 
nd safe solution of the Slavery question, upon which 
the great national idea of the people of this whole coun- 
try can repose in its determined conservation of the 
Union, and non-interference of Congress with Slavery in 
the Territories or in the District of Columbia. 

• 2. That this was the basis of the compromises of 1850, 
confirmed by both the Democratic and Whig parties in 
National Conventions, ratified by the people in the elec- 
tion of 1852, and riprhtly applied to the organization of 
tlie Territories in 1854. 

8. That by the uniform application of the Democratic 
principle to the organization of Territories, and the ad- 
mission of new States with or without domestic Slavery, 
as they may elect, the equal rights of all the States will 
be preserved intact, the original compacts of the Consti- 
tution maintained inviolate, and the perpetuity and ex- 
pansion of the Union insured to its utmost capacity of 
embracing, in peace and harmony, every future Ameri- 
can State that may be constituted or annexed with a 
r^ablican form of government. * 

JSssolved^ That we recognise the right of the people of 
all the Territories, including Kansas and Nebraska, act- 
ing through the legally and fairly expressed will of the 
majority of the actual residents, and whenever the num- 
ber of their inhabitants justifies it, to form a Constitu- 
tion, with or without domestic Slavery, and be admitted 
into the Union upon terms of perfect equality with the 
other States. 

RMolved^fiTially^ That in view of the condition of 
popular institutions in the Old World (and the danger- 
ous tendencies of sectional agitation, combined with the 
attempt to enforce civil and religious disabilities against 
the ri^ts of acquiring and enjoying citizenship in our 
own land), a high and sacred duty is involved with in- 
creased responsibility upon the Democratic Party of this 
country, as the party of the Union, to uphold and main- 
tain the rights of every State and thereby the Union of 
the ^ates — and to sustain and advance among us con- 
stitutional liberty, by continuing to resist all monopolies 
and exclusive legislation for the benefit of the few at the 
expense of the many, aod by a vigilant and constant 
a<yierence to those principles and compromises of the 
Constitution — whicli are broad enough and strong 
ttioo^ to embrace and uphold the Union as it was, the 
Union as it is, and the Union as it shall be— in the full 
expression of the energies and capacity of this great and 
progressive people. 

1. Resolved ^ That there are questions connected with 
the foreign policy of this country which are inferior to 
no domestic question whatever. The time has come for 
the people of the United States to declare themselves in 
favor of free seas, and progressive free trade throughout 
the world, and, by solemn manifestations, to place their 
moral influence at tlie side of their successful example. 

ifl. ReHolved^ That our geographical and political posi- 
tion with reference to the other states of this continent, 
DO less than the interest of our commerce and the devel- 



opment of our growing power, requires ' that we should 
hold sacred the principles involved in the Mokrob doc- 
trine. Their bearing and import admit of no miscon- 
struction, and should be applied with unbending ri^d- 
ity. 

8. Reaoloed, That the great highway, which nature as 
well as the assent of States most immediately interested 
in its maintenance has marked out for free communica- . 
tion between the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans, con- 
stitutes one of the most important achievements realized 
by the spirit of modern times, in the unconquerable 
energy of our people ; and that result would be secured 
by a timely and efficient exertion of the control which 
we have the right to claim over it ; and no power on 
earth should be suffered to impede or clog its progress 
by any interference with relations that it may suit our 
policy to establish between our Government and the 
government of the States within whose dominions it lies ; 
we can under no circumstance surrender our prepon- 
derance in the adjustment of all questions arising out 
of it. 

4. Resolved^ That, in view of so commanding an inter- 
est, the people of the United States cannot but sym- 
pathize with the efforts which are being made by the 
people of Central America to regenerate that portion of 
the continent which covers the passage across the inter- 
oceanic isthmus. 

5. Resolved. That the Democratic Party will expect of 
the next Administration that every proper effort be made 
to insure our ascendency in the Gulf of Mexico, and to 
maintain permanent protection to the great outlets 
through which are emptied into its waters the products 
raised out of the soil and the commodities created by 
the industry of the people of our western valleys and of 
the Union at large. 

Resolved^ That the Administration of FBUiKLm 
PiERCB has been true to Democratic principles, and 
therefore true to the great interests of the country; 
in the face of violent opposition, he has maintained the 
laws at home, and vindicated the rights of American 
citizens abroad ; and therefore we proclaim our unquali- 
fied admiration of his measures and policy. 



WHIG CONVENTION— 1856. 

A Whig National Convention met at Balti- 
more on the 17th of Sept., 1866 — ^Edward Bates, 
of Missouri, presidhig. The nominations of 
Millard Fillmore for President, and Andrew J. 
Donelson for Vice-President, were unanimously 
concurred in. The Convention adopted the 
following 

PLATFORM : 

Reeolvedy That the Whigs of the United States, now 
here assembled, hereby declare their reverence for the 
Constitution of the United States, their unalterable at- 
tachment to the National Union, and a fixed determina- 
tion to do all in tKelr powSriTorpreserve them for them- 
selves and their posterity. They have no new principles 
to announce ; no new platform to establish ; but are 
content to broadly rest — where their fathers rested— 
upon the CQQatitttti«fr^-t)^Ujgited -States, wishing no 
safer guide, no higher law. 

Resolvedy That we regard with the deepest interest 
and anxiety the present disordered condition of our 
national affairs— a portion of the country ravaged by 
civil war, large sections of our population embittered by 
mutual recriminations ; and we distinctly trace these 
calamities to the culpable neglect of duty by the present 
national administration. 

Resolvedj That the Government of the United States 
was formed by the conjunction in political unity of wide 
spread geographical sections materially differing, not 
only in climate and products, but in social and domestic 
institutions ; and that any cause that shall permanently 
array the different sections of the Union in political hos- 
tility and organized parties founded only on geographical 
distinctions must inevitably prove fatal to a continuance 
of the National Union. 

Resolved, That the Whigs of the United States declare, 
as a fundamental article of political faith, an absolute 
necessity for avoiding geographical parties. The danger, 
so clearly discerned by the Father of his Country, has 
now become fearfully apparent in the agitation now 
convulsing the nation, and must be arrested at once if 
we would preserve our Constitution and our Union from 
dismemberment, and the name of America A*om being 
blotted out from the family of civilized nations. 



86 A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 

JRetoleed^ That all who revere the Constitution and those present and voting should be required to 
«ddYn°'t^e' re^earp''r^.'2L^ara.5p.*£^-^n^.iSnto| ""-"'•'"^ caodidatea.. The following rUtform 

only to represent sixteen Northern States, and the other W»S adopted, and, Without taking a ballot lOr 

appealing mainly to the passions and pr^udices of the President, the Convention again adjourned. 

Southern States ; that the success of either faction must 

add fuel to the flame which now threatens to wrap our PLATFORM OF 1860. 

dearest interests in a common ruin. i>^«^7«*^ rpu«* „» ♦i,^^^!--^*^^ .»».».<..,«.«(«»_ «# ♦!.-. 

Jieaolved, That the only remedy for an evil bo appal- o.^^w^??' Ji^^L^^Ar *tf tt^^^^^^^ 

ling is to support a candidate pledged to neither of the ^Z^i^lT il^A^^l^Ll^^^^^ Pn n,Tr . „ 

geographical sections now arriyed in political antagon- a"«»«»>Jed, in discharge of the duty we owe to our con- 

Imfbut holding both in a just and ejual regard. We J*'J"«"/f ^""^ ^'^^ '^«°*'y» '^'^^^^ *" *^« ^°"°^'°8 ^«*^'*- 
S^?f.*vT«lf fn Mlni^r?Fn?LV^« ™'''' *^*^ "''*' ^ *'"'^' 1' Th'at the history of the nation, during the last four 

iL'o^rAtrwi^^^^^^^ or referring to the Jf J"' 'V.n?i'^irn \'nf nt^P^^^^^^^^ 

oeculiar doctrines of the oartv which haa ulrpadr b«»- °' ^^^ organiration and perpetuation of the Republican 

WtpS Mr wmmn?A L o .o^^^ party, and that the causes which called it into existence 

lectea Mr. ifiUmore as a candiaate, we look to him as a „__ «!-«,«««„♦ i- ♦u^t- «.«*.,.<> -«^ ««-, »>/>»» *!.«» A«b» 

well-tried and faithful friend of the ConstituUon and the K?J.*T*J?!nVS. «1^^^^^^^ 
Union, eminent aUke for his wisdom and firmness-for ^^n^'Jl^fTh "mii«£n.nS^«^^^^^^ 

IS AnTLfmcfe^Zl^:^: i^o'^e^ 'bl^JTtt' In^he^cl^^uSrfTnrp L^'n%"^^^^^^^^^^ 

wSi?a^P?f naHnnT^^^ federal Constitution, " That ail men are created equal; 

Son in Sffrti ?nrS~S;?n;S^^^ that they are cudowed by their Creator with certain in' 

{iw» .hi? kI^L/Lii T^iailT.^^SK*' J^ execut ng the ^uenablJ rights ; that among these are life, liberty and 

laws; but, beyond all these attributes, in possess ng the ^j, pursuit of happiness; that, to secure these rights, 

one transcendent merit of being a representative of goyeVnments are instituted among men, deriving their 

SS'.il,?.™^'^''^^''''** ^^'"^ °'*'' BtroggUng for «^^^ p^^^„ ,^^„ ^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ jj,| governed," is'^essen- 

^ pi»^i,!,^^ Tw T; ♦>.- «roo-«f -^„«««„ ^#««r««.i .# t'al to the preservation of our Republican institutions ; 

fa^i^^lr!^f:.lV^^^TI^^%^^^''^L''^^1^^^Af^^^: and that the Federal Constitution, the Rights of the 

nlJS'tinna^^^f o^^i'^^iw^T'' i"" dj^cuss the Subordinate g^^^ ^„^ the Union of the States, must and Bhall be 

questions of administration in the exerciamg of the preserved 

S'Sni^lf^'hrf !.-^?r*o' ?' *^M ^*'^^'?Sf ";*;». I^^^ enough P g ^hat'tp the Union of the States this nation owes its 
IS^ifi? o«H 2""" ^"« ^ J?^"^' Tf- that the Union is in unprecedente-dTirereiRe-lff -pf>p«laTlDn, its surprising de- 
Son nV lEi^ v^f P.^^'Mk *p* c?J^iction that «ie restora- ^elopment of materiaLresou^its rapid au^entftion 
ft «?^*k''- ^';^'™°'^« *« *^« Presidency will furnish the best ^^ ^^^i,^. its happiness at home and its honor abroad ; 
if not the only means of restoring peace. ^n^ ^e hold in abhorrence all schemes for Disunion, oome 

In the election which ensued, Mr. Fillmore from whatever source they may : And we congratulate 

J ,, . « -ur 1 J 1 UM t# the country that no Republican member of Congress has 

received the vote of Maryland only, while Mr. uttered or countenanced the threats of Disunion so often 

Buchanan obtained those of the 14 other Slave made by Democratic members, without rebuke and with 

States, and of New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Indiana, applause from their political associates ; and we denounce 

Tii;*i^;a o«/i naii-fVv^^;™ tJloUt^- 1*70 :« Lii n^i those threats of disunion, in case of a popular overthrow 

Illinois and California, making 172 in all. Col. ^f their ascendency, as denying the vital principles of a 

Fremont received the votes of the eleven other free government, and as an avowal of contemplated trea- 
Free States, making 114 in all. Pennsylvania s«>n» which it is the imperative duty of an indignant Pec- 

and Illinoi8, had they voted for. Col. Fremont, •" V¥£SiC mt.l\\n«X%7^ right. of th, 

would nave given him the election. States, and especially the right of each State to order and 

control its own domestic institutions according to its own 

judgment exclusively, is essential to that balance of pow- 

n-nT^TTni- t/m a -wt ^/^^-r^n-r^-^-rmTrv^-r crs OH which tho perfectiou and endurance of our politi- 

REPUB LICAN CONVENTION — 1 860. cal fabric depends ; and we denounce the lawless invasion 

Ary v.i:^ xr^*'^ in *• ui j by armed force of the soil of any State or Territory, no 

Republican National Convention assembled matter under what pretext, as among the gravest of 

at Chicago, Illinois, on Wednesday, May 16th, crimes. 

1860, delegates being in attendance from all the ^- That the present Democratic Administration has far 

Free States, as also from Delaware, Maryland, ^?°,?.t^?.T'li;K'%t^^^^^^ 

Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri, Texas,* the Ter- pecially evinced in its desperate exertions to force the 

rltories of Kansas and Nebraska, and the Dis- infamous Lecompton Constitution upon the protesting 

♦i.i/»f ftf Prelum k;ii people of Kansas; in construing the personal relation 

WlCl 01 VyOiumoia. between master and servant to involve an unqualilled 

WOV. Morgan, of New- York, as Chairman of property in persons; in its attempted entorcement,every- 

the National Executive Committee, nominated where, on land and sea, through the intervention of Con- 

TkaTT-i/l wtLvirxf o« 4^A.^»^..».., m,„:--««« ^,.A i>^ gress and of the Federal Courts of the extreme preten- 

David Wilmot as temporary Chairman, and he l^^^ ^f ^ purely local interest; and m its general and 

was chosen. The usual Committees on perma- unvarying abuse of tiie power intrusted to it by a confld- 

nent organization, credentials, etc., were ap- ing people. 

nointpd and thp rnnvpnti'nn wnq norm on an fW ^' That the people justly view with alarm the reckless 

pomiea, ana the convention was permanently extravagance which pervades every department of the 

organized by the selection of George Ashmun, Federal Government; that a return to rigid economy 

of Massachusetts, as President, with a Vice- and accountability is indispensable to arrest the syste^ 

President and a Secretary from Pft<»h Statp and ™*^'c plunder of the public treasury by favored parti- 
rresiaeni ana a oecreiary irom eacn state ana ^ ^^^.j^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ startling developments of frauds 

lerritory represented. A Committee, of one and corruptions at the federal metropolis, show that an 

from each State and Territory, was appointed entire change of administration is imperatively de- 

to draft suitable resolutions, or in other words "»'^^?u ** *u a *u^^ *x.^ r«««o«*.,*j,.« «# u. 

« "Di«*r-v ^ A *u^ n *• j« J T. That the new dogma that the Constitution, of its 

a I'lattorm, and the Convention adjourned. ^wn force, carries Slavery into any or all of the Terr^to- 

On the following day, an interesting debate ries of the United States, is a dangerous political heresy, 

arose on a proposition to require a vote equal at variance with the explicit provisions of tliat instru- 

A.^ • -f r r II J 1 X' r 11 xi_ ment itself, with cotemporaneous exposition, and with 

to a majority of lull delegations from all the legislative ind judicial precedent; is revolutionary in Its 

States to nominate candidates for President and tendency, and subversive of the peace and harmony of 

Vice-President; which, with the delegates actu- the country. 

-.11^ :., -*<. J \ ij u -^ u V X 8. That the normal condition of all the territory of the 

ally in attendance, would have been about united States is that of freedom: That as our Republican 

equivalent to a two-third rule. This proposition fathers, when they had abolished Slavery in all our na- 

Was voted down, and the Convention decided, t^onal territory, ordained that " no person should be de- 

bv a votp of S<n to ^^0 fhiit nnlv a mninritv nf Prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process 

oy a vote 01 66L to ISU, tnai only a majority 01 ^^ ^^^ „ ^j, becomes our duty, by legislation, whenever 

— — such legislation is necessary, to mHintain this provision 

• The delegaUon flrom Tsxas has since been proved fraudulent, of the Constitution against all attempts to violate It ; and 
ha«tng been got up in Michigan to effect a personal end. we deny the authority of Coi gress, of a territorial legi» 
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latore, or of any indfvidaals, to give legal existence to 
Kavery in any Territory of the United States. 

9. That we brand the recent re-opening of the African 
slave-trade, under the cover of our national flag, aided 
by perversions of Judicial power, as a crime against hu- 
manity and a burning shame to our country and age ; 
and we ca'l upon Oongress to take prompt and efiBcient 
measures for the total and final suppression of that exe- 
crable traffic. 

10. That in the recent vetoes, by their Federal Gover- 
nors, of the acts of the Legislatures of Kansas and Nc- 
oraska, prohibiting Slavery in those Territories, we find a 
practical illustration of the boasted Democratic princi- 
ple of Non Intervention and Popular Sovereignty embo- 
died in the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and a demonstration 
of the deception and fraud involved therein. 

11. That Kansas should, of right, be immediately ad- 
mitted as a State under the Constitution recently formed 
and adopted by her people, and accepted by the House 
of Representatives. 

18. That, while providing revenue for the support of the 
General Government by duties upon imports, sound policy 
requires such an adjustment of these imposts as to en- 
courage the development of the industrial interests of the 
whole country : and we commend that policy of national 
exchanges which secures to the working men liberal 
wages, to agriculture remunerating prices, to mechanics 
and manufacturers an adequate reward for their skill, 
labor, and enterprise, and to the nation commercial pros- 
perity and independence. 

18. That we protest against any sale or alienation to 
others of the Public Lands held by actual settlers, and 
against any view of the Homestead policy which regards 
the setders as paupers or suppliants for public bounty ; 
and we demand the passage by Congress of the complete 
and satisfactory Homestead measure which has already 
passed the House. 

14. That the Republican Party is opposed to any change 
in our Naturalization Laws or any State legislation by 
which the rights of citiienship hitherto accorded to immi- 
grants from foreign lands shall be abridged or impaired ; 
and in favor of giving a full and efficient protection to 
the rights of all classes of citizens, whether native or na- 
turalized, both at home and abroad. 

15. That appropriations by Oongi-ess for River and 
Harbor improvements of a National character, required 
for the accommodation and security of an existing com- 
merce, are authorized by the Constitution, and justified 
.by the obligations of Government to protect the lives and 
property of its citizens. 

Ifi. That a Railroad to the Pacific Ocean is imperatively 
demanded by the interests of the whole country ; that 
the Federal Government ought to render immediate and 
efficient aid in its construction ; and that, as preliminary 
thereto, a daily Overland Mail should be promptly 
eitablished. 

17. Finally, having thus set forth our distinctive prin- 
dfrfes and views, we invite the cooperation of all citi- 
sens, however differing on other questions, who substan- 
Ually agree with us in their affirmance and support. 

On the following day, Friday, May 18th, the 
Chair having announced that the naming of 
candidates for President was in order, Wm. 
M. Evarta, of New- York, named William H. 
Seward. 

Mr. Judd, of Illinois, named Abraham Lin- 
coln. Mr. Dudley, of New-Jersey, nominated 
Wm. L. Dayton. Gov. Reeder, of Pennsylva- 
Tania, nominated Simon Cameron. Mr. Cart- 
tCL of Ohio, nominated Salmon P. Chase. 
Fiftncis P. Blair, of Maryland, nominated Ed- 
ward Bates, of Missouri. 

Indiana seconded the nomination of Abraham 
Lincoln. Mr. Austin Blair, of Michigan, seconded 
the nomination of Mr. Seward ; so also did Carl 
Scharz, of Wisconsin, Mr. Worth, of Minnesota, 
find Mr. Wilder, of Kansas. 

Mr. Corwin, of Ohio, nominated Judge Mc- 
Lean. 

Mr. Delano, of Ohio, seconded the nomination 
of Mr. Lincoln, as did also one of the delegates 
from Iowa. 

The balloting then proceeded, with the follow- 
ing result : 



mtST BALLOT. 



73 a 
Statet. tf ? «2 

CO »3 ^ 

Maine 10 6 — 

New-Hampshire 17 — 

Vermont 

Massachusetts.. 21 4 — 

Rhode Island. . . 

Connecticut. . . . — 2 1 

New-York 70 

New-Jersey.... 

Pennsylvania.. H 4 — 

Maryland 8 

Delaware 

Virginia 8 14 — 

Kentucky 5 6 2 

Ohio — 8 — 

Indiana — 26 — 

Missouri — — — 

Michigan 12 

Illinois — 22 — 

Texas 4 

Wisconsin 10 

Iowa 2 2 — 

California 8 

Minnesota 8 

Oregon 

Territories. 

Kansas 6 

Nebraska...... 2 1 — 

Dis. of Columbia 2 
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SBOOirO BALLOT. 












Seward. 
Lincoln. 
Bates. 
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• 
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a' 



6 
9 



Total.... 178*102 8 60*48 12 1 49 14 1 1 10 

Whole number of votes, 466. Necessary to 
a choice, 283. 

The second ballot was then taken. 
Mr. Cameron's name was withdrawn. 



Statet. 



Maine 10 

New-Hampshire 1 

Vermont — 10 — — — — 

Massachusetts 22 4 — — — — — 

Rhodelsland — 8 — — 2 8 

Connecticut — 4 4 — — 2 — 2 

New-York 70 — — — _ — — _ 

New-Jersey 4 — — — — — 10 

Pennsylvania 2*48 — 1 2* — — 

Maryland 8 — 8 — — — — 

Delaware — 6 — — — — — 

Virginia 8 14— 1 — — 

Kentucky 7 9 — — — 6 

Ohio — 14 _ __ 8 29 — — 

Indiana — 26 — — — — — — 

Missouri — — 18 — — — — — 

Michigan 12 — — — — — — 

Illinois — 22 — — — — 

Texas 6 — — — — — 

Wisconsin 10 — — — — — — 

Iowa 2 6 — — *1 — 

California 8 — — — — — — — 

Minnesota 8 — — — — — 

Oregon — — 6 — — — — — 

Territories. 

Kansas 6 — — — — .— — 

Nebraska 8 1 — — — 2 — — 

District of Columbia... 2 — — — — — — — 



Total.. 184*181 85 2 8 42* 10 2 

The third ballot was taken amid excitement, 
and cries for "the ballot." Intense feeling 
existed during the voting, each vote being 
awaited in breathless silence and expectancy. 

The progress of the ballot was watched with 
most intense interest, especially toward the 
last, the crowd becoming silent as the contest 
narrowed down. The States, as called, voted as 
follows : 



* FrovloiiBlly wIllidnwB. 



28 



A POLITICAL TEXTBOOK FOB 1860. 



THIRD BALLOT* 



8tate». I 

Maine 10 

Nuw-Hampshire. 1 

Vermont — 

Massachusetts . . ..IS 
Rhode Island.... 1 

Connecticut 1 

New-York 70 

New- Jersey 5 

Pennsylvania....— 

Maryland 2 

Delaware — 

Virginia 8 

Kentuclcy 6 

Ohio — 

Indiana 

Missouri . . . 

Michigan 12 

Illinois — 

Texas 6 

Wisconsin 10 

Iowa 2 

California 8 

Blinnesuta 8 

Oregon 1 

Tem'toties. 

Kansas 6 

Nebraska 8 

Dist. of Columbia 2 
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10 
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1 — — 
— — 1 
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4 18 

15 29 



— 1 — 
2 — — 



2 — — 
— 26 — — _ 

— 22 — — — 

J H ^ ^ ^ 

2 1 — _ — 



nBST BALLOT. 



180 22 24^ 2dH 5 11 

This gave Lincoln 231^ votes, or within 2J of 
a nomination. 

Before the result was announced, Mr. Cart- 
ter, of Ohio, said — I rise, Mr. Chairman, to an- 
nounce the change of four votes from Ohio, 
from Mr. Chase to Abraham Lincoln. 

This announcement, giving Mr. Lincoln a 
majority, was greeted by the audience with the 
most enthusiastic and thundering applause. 

Mr. McCrillis, of Maine, making himself heard, 
said that the young giant of the West is now of 
age. Maine casts for him her 16 votes. 

Mr. Andrew,^ of Massachusetts, changed the 
vote of that State, giving 18 to Mr. Lincoln and 
8 to Mr. Seward. 

Mr. B. Gratz Brown, of Missouri, desired to 
change the 18 votes of Missouri to the gallant son 
of the West, Abraham Lincoln. Iowa, Con- 
necticut, Kentucky, and Minnesota also changed 
their votes. The result of the third ballot was 
announced : 

Whole number of votes cast 466 

Necessary to a choice 234 

Abraham Lincoln had received 854, and was 
declared duly nominated. 

On motion of Wm. M. Evarts, of New- York, 
seconded by Mr. Andrew, of Massachusetts, the 
nomination was then made unanimous. 

On motion of Mr. Evarts, of New-York, the 
Convention now took a recess till 5 o'clock, to 
afford time for consultation as to Vice-President. 

At 5 o'clock the Convention reassembled, 
listened to nominations, and then proceeded to 
ballot. 

The following is a record of the ballotings for 
Vice-President : 
I 

[Note. — Col.Fremonthad sent a letter by one 
of the delegates from California, withdrawing 
his name from the list of candidates for Presi- 
dent. This letter was published before the 
meeting of the Convention.] 
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— 16 — 

— 10 — 

— 10 — 

11 — 

— 8 — 
2 6 — 

11 85 1 

— 6 — 
T 11 — 
18 — 
12 — 



Maine — — — 

New-Hampshire... — — — 

Vermont — — — 

Massachusetts.... — 20 1 

Rhode. Island., .,-r- — — 

Connecticut 2 1 — 

New-York 9 4 2 

New-Jersey 1 — 7 

Pennsylvania... .4^ 2^ 24 

Maryland 2 — — 

Delaware 8 — — 

Virginia 23 — — — — 

Kentucky 28 — ~ — — 

Ohio — — — — 48 

Indiana 18 — — — 8 

Missouri — 9 — 9 — 

Michigan 4 — — — 8 

Illinois 2 — 16 2 2 

Texas — — — 

Wisconsin 5 — — 

California — — — 

Minnesota 1 — — 

Oregon — 1 — 

Territories. 

Nebraska 1 — — 5 — — 

Dist. of Columbia.. 2 — — — — — 

Total 10U88^61 58 194 1 

Total 461. Necessary to a choice, 232. 
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THE 8BC0ND BALLOT. 

States. Hamlin. Clay. Hickmmi. 

Maine 16 — — 

New-Hampshire 10 — — 

Vermont 10 — — 

Massachusetts 26 — — 

Rhode Island 8 — — 

Connecticut 10 — 2 

New-York 70 — — 

New-Jersey 14 — — 

Pennsylvania 64 — — 

Maryland 10 1 — 

Delaware 6 — — 

Virginia — 28 — 

Kentucky — 28 — 

Ohio 46 — — 

Indiana 12- 14 — 

Missouri 18 5 — 

Michigan 8 4 — 

Illinois 20 2 — 

Texas — 6 — 

Wisconsin. 5 5 — 

Iowa 8 — — 

CaUfomla 7 1 — 

Minnesota 7 1 — 

Oregon 8 — 2 

Tf.rritories 

Kansas 2 1 8 

Nebraska — — 6 

District of Columbia 2 — — 

Total 867 86 18 

Massachusetts withdrew the name of •Ir. 
Banks, and cast 26 votes for Mr. Hamlin. 

Pennsylvania withdrew the name of Gov, 
Reeder, and cast 54 votes for Mr. Hamlin. 

On motion of Mr. Blakey, of Kentucky, the 
nomination was made unanimous. 

Mr. J. R. Giddings, of Ohio, offered and the 
Convention adopted the following : 

Resolved^ That we deeply sympathize with those men 
who have been driven, some from their native States and 
others from the States of their adoption, and are now 
exiled fi-om their homes on acoount of their opinion^ ; 
and we hold the Democratic party responsible for the 
gross violations of that clause of the Constitution whicli 
declares that citizens of each State shall be entitled to 
all the privileges and Immunities of citizens of the 
several States. 
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Mr. Ashmun made a brief speech, and the 
Gonvention adjourned sine die^ with nine hearty 
cheers for the ticket. 



NATIONAL REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE. 

The Convention previous te- its adjournment 
made choice of the following gentlemen as the 
National Committee for the next four years : 

Maine — Chablbs J. Oilman, Brunswick. 

New-JSdmpBMre—^EOViQ^ G. Fogg, Concord. 

V&rmofU — Lawrence Brainard, St. Albans. 

MdaeaclvtiaeUs—iown Z. Goodrich, Stockbridge. 

Rhode Islandr-TmmAB G. Turner, Providence. 

Connecticut— QriDWtTa Welles, Hartford. 
, Ifevh York — ^Edwin D. Morgan, Albany. 
' J^evhJersey—DwimvQ Duer, N. Y. City. 

Pemnsylocmia — Edward MgPherson, Gettysburg 

I>ektu)CM'e — ^Nathaniel B. Shithbrs, Dover. 

Maryland — James F. Wagner, Baltimore. 

Virginia — Axfred Caldwell, Wheeling. 

Ohio — ^Thomas Spooner, Reading, Hamilton Co. 

Indiana — Solomon Meredith, Centerville. 

IlUnoie — Norman B. Judd, Cmcago. 

Michigan — Austin Blair, Jackson. 

Wisconsin — Carl Schurz, Milwaukee. 

Jowa — Andrew J. Stevens, Des Moines. 

Minnesota — John McKusick, Stillwater. 

Missattri — Asa S. Jones, St. Louis. 

Kentucky — Cassius M. Clay, WfiitehalL 

Oalifomia — D. W. Chessman, OrovHle. 

Oregon — ^W. Frank Johnson, Oregon City. 

Kansas — William A. Philups, Lawrence. 

Nebraska — 0. H. Irish, Nebraska City. 

IHst. of Oolutnbia^ Joseph Gerhardt, Washington. 

At a meeting held in Chicago, May 18th, 
1860, t^e Committee organized by choosing the 
Hon. E. D. Morgan, of New- York, Chairman, 
and George G. Fogg, of New-Hampshire, Secre- 
tary. Subsequently, the following persons were 
constituted the Executive Committee : 

E. D. Morgan, of New-York. 
GmEON Welles, of Connecticut. 
N. B. Judd, of Illinois. 
Carl Schurz, of Wisconsin. 
John Z. Goodrich, of Massachusetts. 
Denning Duer, of New-Jersey. 
Geo. G. Fogg, of New-Hampshire. 



CONSTITUTIONAL UNION CONVENTION— 

186U. 

A Convention of Delegates, coming from 
twenty States, and claiming to represent the 
"/^^nB, *iitutional Union Party ." met at Baltimore 
on the i^tn ot' May, and nominated for President 
John Bell, of Tennessee, and for Vice-President 
Edward Everett, of Massachusetts. The ballot- 
ings for President resulted as follows : 

Ist 2d. 

John Bell, 63* 188 

Sam. Houston, . . . . 5T 69 
John M. Botts, .... 9i 7 
John McLean,.... 21 1 
J. J. Crittenden, . . 28 1 

Necessary to a choice, 1st ballot, 128 ; second 
ballot, 127. 

The nomination of Mr. Bell was thereupon 
made unanimous. 

Mr. Everett was unanimously nominated for 
Vice-President. 

The Convention adopted the following as 
their 

PLATFORM. 

WhBreaSt Experience has demonstrated that Plat- 
forms adopted by the partisan Conventions of the 
ooontry have had the effect to mislead and deceive the 
people, and at the same time to widen the political 
divisioxui of the country, by the creation amd encourage- 
ment of geographical and sectional parties ; therefore. 





1st, 


2(1. 


Edward Everett, . . 


26 


H 


Wm. L. Goggin,. . . 


8 




Wm. A, Graham, . 


. 22 


18 


Wm. L. Sharkey,. 


. 7 


H 


Wm. 0. Rives, ... 


18 





JResohedf That It Is both the part of patriotism and' 
of duty to recognise no political principle other than 
THB Constitution of thk Country, thb Union of thb 
States and thb Enforcement of thb Laws, and that, 
as representatives of the Copg titution^i Ijm on men of 
the country in National TJon^entWS^ assembled, wo 
hereby pledge ourselves to maintain, protect and de- 
feud, separately and unitedly, these great principles of 
public liberty and national safety, against all enemies 
at home and abroad, believing that thereby peace may 
once more be restored to the country, the right* of the 
People and of the States reestablished, and the Govern- 
ment again placed in that condition, of justice, fraternity 
and equality, which, under the example and Constitution 
of our fathers, has solemly bound every citizen of the 
United States to maintain a more perfect union, estab- 
lish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for 
the common defense, promote the general welfare, and 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our 
posterity. 



DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION— 1860. . 

A Democratic National Convention assembled 
at Charleston, S. C, on the 23d of April, 1860, 
with full delegations present from every State 
in the Union, and double delegations from 
Illinois and New-York, One of the New- York 
delegations was elected by the State Nominating 
Convention which met at Syracuse the preced- 
ing autumn ; while its rival was elected by 
districts, and led by Fernando Wood, Mayor of 
the commercial emporium. From Illinois, one 
of the delegations was favorable to Senator 
Douglas, and the other opposed to that gentle- 
man. Tickets of admission were given by the 
National Committee to the former or *' Soft " 
Delegation from New York, thus deciding, so 
far as their power extended, against the Wood 
or " Hard" contestants, who were understood 
to be opposed to the nomination of Douglas. 

Francis B. Flournoy, of Arkansas, was cho- 
sen temporary chairman, and the Convention 
opened with an angry and stormy debate on the 
question of the disputed seats. Mr. Fisher, of 
Va,, presented a protest from Mayor Wood, 
on behalf of his delegation, against their 
exclusion from the Hall, The reading of the 
protest was ruled out of order, and, after a 
wrangling debate, committees were appointed 
on Permanent Organization and Credentials, 
and the communication of Mayor Wood was 
referred without reading to the latter. 

On the following day, the Committee on 
Organization reported the name of Caleb Cush- 
ing, of Mass., for President, with one Vice- 
President and one Secretary from each State, 
which report was adopted. They also reported 
a rule " that in any State in which it has not 
" been provided or directed by its State Con- 
'* veiition how its vote may be given, the 
*' Convention will recognize the right of each 
'* delegate to cast his individual vote." Which 
was also adopted. 

A Committee on Resolutions and Platform 
was now appointed ; and it was voted that no 
ballot for President and Vice-President should 
be taken till after the adoption of a Platform, 
Adjourned. 

On the following day, the only progress made 
by the Convention was the settlement of the 
question of contested seats, by confirming tho 
sitting delegates; that is, the "Softs" from 
New-York, and the Douglas men from Illinois. 
On the 26th, no progress was made, though 
there was much angry debate and many thrQ&<u& 



so 
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of bolting on tbe part of delegates from the 
Cotton States, udIcbs their views ia reeord to 
I^tform should be adopted. j 

On the S7th, the Platform Committee, failing . 
to agree, presented an assortment or PUtforms, ; 
from which the CODVention was expected (o | 
make its selection. The mniorily report, pre-' 
seated by Mr. ATery, of S. C, was as fol- 



ment to protect the rights of permns or pro- 
perly on the high seas, in the Territories, (tf 
nherever else its couatitutioaal authority ex- 

The fourth that, when the settlers in a Terri- 
topy have adequate population to form ^ State 
• ■ ■ ight of Sovereignly < 



bold ihae cirdiaal prloclple. on the sulijfcl of Slavery 
IntheTefriloriM: Finl, Ihat CoogrcM has no poire r to 
abolish Slavery ia the ferritorlM ; seoonil, Ihal tlie Ter- 

Itae Terrllorlw, nor to prohibit the iDlmduciion ot Haves 
ther^, oar aoy poner to destroy or Impair ttie right o( 
pnpurii In ilavra by any Icglslallon whilcver. 

Metolvtd, That the enactmeoU of Slate Lt^lalurM 
Ut defeat the faithful execution of Ibe FuglttTe Slave 

Knelled, Thai 11 ia the duty sf the Federal Qovern. 

Ugh leai. In the TsRilorlea, oi whe: 

Baolvid, That It Ii the duty oi 
ths Dnltcd gtalca id afford proli 

tba United ^tata Lo acquire Cuba at tbs earlieit prac- | 
ticable moiseDL I 

The principal minority report, whioli was pre- ' 
sented by Mr. Henry B. Payne, of Ohio, and 
signed by the members of the comniiitee 
from Maine. New-Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, New-Jersey, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, lona, Hinnesoia, 
New-York, and PennsjlTania, (all the Free 
States eicept California, Oregon, and Massachu- 
setts), reafflrmed the Cindnnati Platform ; de- 
clared that all rights of property are judicial in 
their character, and that Che Democracy pledge 
themselyes to defer to the decisions of the 
Supreme Court on the subject; ample protec- 
tion to citizens, native or naturalized, at home 
or abroad; aid to "a Pacific Railroad;" the 
acquisition of Cuba, and that all State resistance ' 
to the Fugitive Slare Law is revolutionary and 
BQbversive of the Constitution. I 

Geo. Benj. P. Butler, of Massachusetts, pre- 
sented another minority report, reaffirming the | 
Cincinnati Platform, and declaring Democratic l 
principles unchangeable in their nature nhen I 
applied to the same subject matter, and only 
recommending, in addition to the Cincinnati : 
^atform, a resolution for the protection of ail | 



equal looting with the citizens of other States, 
and that a State thus organized ia Cu be admit- 
ted into the Union, Slavery or no Slavery. 

The day was npeut in tierce debate, without 
coming to a vote on sny of these various propo- 

On the 28th, Senator Wm. Bigler, of Pinili> 
sylvania, moved that the majority and minoritj 
reports be recommitted to the Convention, wiUl 
instructions to report in an hour, the following 
resolutions ; 
ifMofned, That the Platrtno adopted by Ibc ]>ama- 
ratic parly at ClucinnaU be atHimed, with the foUowliig 
iplanitoryreioluilon: 
ReAotved^ That the GDverament of a Territory, or- 



dtize 






llied. 



r. Payne stated that his report, although a I 
minority one, represented one hundred and | 
seventy-two electoral votes, while the majority , 
report represented only one hundred and ' 
twenty-seven electoral votes. I 

Mr. James A Bayard (U. S. Senator), of Dels- ' 
ware, prenenteii another series of resolutions, as 
follows: 

The first aSrmeil the Cincinnati Platform. 

The second declared that Territorial Govern- 
ments are provisional and temporary, and that 
during their eiistence all citizens of the United 
Sta(«B have an equal right to settle in the Terri- 
toriea without their rights of either person or 
property being destroyeiJ or impured by Con- 
gressional or Territorial legislation. 

The third, that it ia the duty of the Ooveni- 



Ic party ilandi pledged 
duty at GoveruDieDt ta 



poiial point of view, la speedy 
leAltanllo and l>aclBc States) 
y pledge lUGh Coiuiltullanal 



Mc. Bigler moved the previous question. 

Mr W. Montgomery (M. C), of Pennsylvania, 
moved to lay Mr. Bigler's motion On the table. 
He did not regard as a compromise a propou- 
tiou for a Congressional Slave Code and tho 
reopening of the Afrioau Slave Trade ; but, 
learning that the adoption of his motion would 
have the effect of tabling the whole subject, be 
withdrew it. A division of the question was 
called for, and the vote was first talieii on the 
motion to recommit, which was carried, 162 to 
151; but the proposition to instruct the com- 
mittee was laid on the table, Ui>i to 56}, as 



ichLietu, m\ Rhode Iilaud. 4' 
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Irom the majoritj of the Committee od FUtfonn, 
reported the (olloning : 
Rttoittd, TbitlfaeplBtronnuJDptedbTtlielleniocTsUi: 

' a Territory organSnd by 
:>I ud tempDTu;; and, 
daihw lU udrteoce. lU dtiuiB at the United Stulea bHte 
■n equl tlibt to eeltle wlUi ttielipnpcrtr In the Tenitor)' 
wllboiil th^ rt^hte, either of penoD or property, betng d«&- 
trored or Impaired by copgr eB i l o n el or terrHorUl legbdatlon . 
Stamd. Thai It li Ui? duty of the Federal UovemmeDt, 

Tkird, I'hat nhea Ibe settleis In & Territnry hayiag I 

log with Uw peoplfl of odier Statei ; and the State thus 
or){iioi»d ougtit W be ndinilled Into the Federal i— '— 
whettaer itt coniidtuUaD preblbLle or recognizee the i 



pntctlcftble moinent- 
AyU. That the eDactmenU ot Stale le^atares 10 d 

luHtile in character aubvenlve of Ibe CrautitulJon, u 



WK^tat, one ot Ui« greatest oeceHllleB 
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Rttehid, That the Denutcralli; party de 



It Columhla. Not, v 



Aatfanlty of Goiigre8e« for tlie con 
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Hr. Avery took the Soor, a 
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the l-adSc Ocei 

1 Bpoke at leng 




V tluttlie fodgrant Aid Society ci 

qiMMlonrelaaiKlaBUFery, (or the .Lm'ot »aKI, while IL 
vonldeoiltheSaotberoBiaDthecuinortlSUa. We say. 

SBOlb and NorO. IhU the North cao and nlU, at len ex- 
pause aDd difficulty, KCUK power, control and dominion 
orer the Tonitoriea of the Federal OoTerDment; aodlf, 
tliai, yon eilabliih Uh doctrine (hat a TerriUttal Legbla- 
Iqr* «hloh may b« eaUMWicd by Oongreia In ai^ Terri- 
toiT haa the right, dlieclly or Isdreclly, to afloit the Inatl- 

ft> aedoo, diher directly of Indirectly, may Anally et- 



S>v«i«l(nty platform 1 that Itnai Intended to preaent and 
pnoHeuly eubrce that great principle. Not*, we who 
■wde Ihli report deny tbal this I0 the true coDstruetlon of 

rrilDrlei itand In the BBme pofmoD ai 
In the Terriloriei vaa that aacne sort of non- 
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mean Popular Sovereignty. 
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. CongreB on Ihia subject. 

To show that Squatter Sorereigut}' had been 
™erallj accepted as the true Democratic doc- 
■ine, Mr. Paviie quoted from eminent Southern 
ciaocratic Statesmen as follo>T3 : 



Jorityor the p 
fere t^le countrj 



I ot the people. Iba 



82. 



A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 



Ck>vernmeiit of the United States should not force the 
institution of Slavery upon the people either of the 
♦ Territories,' or of the States against the will of the peo- 
ple, though my voice could bring about that result." 

FEOM A SPKKCH OF VICB-PRKSIDBNT BRECKINRIDGB. 

"But those who hold that the Territorial Legislature 
<^not pass a law prohibithig Slavery, admit that, unless 
tne Territorial Legislature pass laws for its protection, 
Slavery will not go there. Therefore, practically, a 
majority of the people represented in the Territorial 
Legislature decides the question. Whether they decide 
it by prohibiting it, accordhig to the one doctrine, or by 
refusing to pass laws to protect it, as contended for by 
the other party, is immaterial. The majority of the peo- 
ple, by the action of the Territorial Legislature, will 
decide the question, and all must abide the decision when 
made.** 

FROM THE SAME. 

" But if nonintervention by Congress be the principle 
that underlies the Compromise of 1860, then the prohibi- 
tion of 1820, being inconsistent with that principle, should 
be removed, and perfect non-intervention thus be estab- 
lished by law. 

" Among many misrepresentations sent to the country 
by some of the enemies of this bill, perhaps none is more 
flagrant, than the charge that it proposes to legislate 
Slavery into Nebraska and Kansas. Sir, if the bill con- 
tained such a feature it would not receive my vote. The 
right to establish involves the correlative right to prohi- 
bit, and, denying both, I would vote for neither." 



FROM THE SAME. 



it 



Upon the distracting question of domestic Slavery, 
their position is clear. The whole power of the Demo- 
cratic organization is pledged to the following proposi- 
tions : That Congress shall not interpose upon this sub- 
ject in the States, in the Territories, or in the District of 
Columbia ; that the people of each Territory shall deter- 
mine the question for themselves, and be admitted into 
the Union upon a footing of perfect equality with the 
original States, without discrimination on account of the 
allowance or prohibition of Slavery." 

FROM A SPEECH BY HON. JAMES L. GBR, OF S. C. 

"Now, I admit that there is a difference of opinion 
amongst Democrats as to whether this feature of Squat- 
ter Sovereignty be in the bill or not. But the great point 
upon which the Democratic party at Cincinnati rested 
was, that the government of tlie Territories had been 
transferred from Congress, and, carrying out the spirit 
and genius of our institutions, had been given to the 
people of the Territories." 

FROM A SPEECH BT HON. A. H. STEPHENS, OF GKOROIA. 

" The whole question of Slavery or No Slavery was to 
be left to the people of the Territories, whether North 
or South of 86° 80', or any other line. The question was 
to be taken out of Congress, where it had been impro- 
perly thrust from the be^nning, and to be left to the 
people concerned in the matter to decide for themselves. 
This, I say, was the position originally held by the South 
when the Missouri Restriction was at first proposed. The 
principle upon which that position rests, lies at the very 
foundation of all our Republican institutions: if is that 
the citizens of every distinct and separate community 
or State should have the right to govern themselves in 
their domestic mattei*s as they please, and that they 
should be free from intermeddling restriction and 
arbitrary dictation on such matters, from any other 
Power or Government, in \\hich they have no voice." 

Mr. Payne continued. But for consuming time, he 
could read for half an hour, to show that every eminent 
Southern man had held the same opinion on the doctrine 
of popular sovereignty. 

Mr. Payne would read from the Cincinnati Platform 
to show what it laid down. All should be familiar 
with it : 

" The American Democracy recognize and adopt the 
principles contained in the organic laws, establishing the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska as embodying the 
only sound and safe solution of the *■ Slavery Question ' 
upon which the great National idea of the People of this 
whole country can repose in its determined conserva- 
tism of the Union— non-interference by Congress with 
Slavery in State and Territory, or in the District of 
Columbia." 

They nominated Mr. Buchanan on that Platform, 
agreed on by the representatives of every State in the 
Union, as the official record would show. There was not 
one dissenting voice in the whole list of States. In cast- 
ing the vote of North Carolina, his friend, Mr. Avery, 



then acting as Chairman of his Delegation, and now pre- 
senting the majority report announced : 

" North Carolina gives ten votes for the Platform, and 
will give ten thousand majority in November." 
I In his letter of acceptance, Mr. Buchanan, in an em- 
phatic and clear manner, thus expressed his views of 
this Platform: 

*' The recent leg^Iation of Congress respecting domes- 
tic Slavery, derived, as it has been, from the original 
and pure fountain of legitimate political power, the will 
of the majority, promises, ere long, to allay the danger^ 
ous excitement. This legislation is founded on princi- 
pies as ancient as Free government itself, and in accord- 
ance with them has simply declared that the people of a 
Territory^ like those of a State^ shall decide ^r them- 
selues, whether Slavery shall or shall not exist %Dithin 
their limits." 

Mr. Payne had extracts yet behind of speeches from 
Stephens, of Georgia, one of the most distinguished States- 
men of the«8outh — from Mr. Benjamin, of Louisiana- 
Mason, of Virginia — more qualified, he admitted, but 
slill emphatic. The Senator, from Delaware, too, Mr. 
Bayard, had fully indorsed the doctrine of Popular 
Sovereignty. 

So had Mr. Badger, of North Carolina, and Judge 
Butler of South Carolina. Mr. Hunter of Virginia, cer- 
tainly one of the wisest and purest statesmen which the 
Democracy now numbers amongst her leaders in the 
land — ^he, also, says that the people shall have the right 
to decide on all questions relating to their domestic 
institutions. In his speech, he used these words, almost 
identical with the Platform of the minority : 

" The bill provides that the Legislatures of these Ter- 
ritories shall have power to legislate over all rightful 
subjects of legislation consistently with the Constitution. 
And, if they should assume powers which are thought to 
be inconsistent with the Constitution, the Courts wiU de- 
cide that question whenever it may be ra sed. There Is 
a difference of opinion among the friends of this measure 
as to the extent of the limits which the Constitution im- 
poses upon the Territorial Legislatures. This bill pro- 
poses to leave these differences to the decision of the 
Courts. To that tribunal I am willing to leave this deci- 
sion, as it was once before proposed to be left by the 
celebrated Compromise of the Senator from Delaware." 

He also read an extract of a similar character from a 
speech by Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, one of the boldest 
men on the floor of the American Senate, taking ground 
in favor of non-intervention by Congress. 

Need he accumulate these extracts to show that not a 
s'ngle statesman who has figured in Congress, of late 
years, but has taken this high ground? 

Mr. Samuels, of Iowa, presented the follow- 
ing report on behalf of the minority of the 
Platform Committee : 

1. Resolved^ That we, the Democracy of the Union, in 
Convention assembled, hereby declare our affirmance of 
the resolutions unanimously adopted and declared as a 
platform of principles by the Democratic Convention at 
Cincinnati, in the year 1856, believing that Democratic 
principles are unchangeable in their nature, when ap- 
plied to the same subject matters ; and we recommend 
as the only further resolutions the following : 

Inasmuch as differences of opinion exist In the Demo- 
cratic Party as to the nature and extent of the powers 
of a Territorial Legislature, and as to the powers and 
duties of Congress, under the Constitution of the United 
States, over the institution of Slavery within the Terri- 
tories : 

2. Resoloed^ That the Democratic Party will abide by 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States 
on the questions of Constitutional law. 

8. Reaolved^ That it Is the duty of the United States 
to afford ample and complete protection to all its citi- 
zens, whether at home or abroad, and w hetlier native ur 
foreign. 

4. Resolved, That one of the necessities of the age, in 
a military, commercial, and postal point of view, is 
speedy communication between tlie Atlantic and Pacific 
States ; and the Democratic Party pledge such Constitu- 
tional Government aid as will Insure the couiitruction of 
a railroad to the i'uc.fic coast, at the earliest practicable 
period. 

6. Resolved^ That the Democratic party are in fav^r 
of the acquisition of the Island of Cuba, on sucli terms 
as shall be honoiable to ourselves and just to bpain. 

6. Resolvedy That the enactments of State Legislatures 
to defeat the faithful execution of the Fugitive Slave 
Law, are hostile in character, subversive of the Const!* 
tution, and revolutionary in their effect. 

Gen. Duller, of Mas^sachusetts, again reported 
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(m * minoritj) the CinciniiB^Ptatform wlthOi 
RlteraCioD. 

If was evident, even before the repoi 
of ctie majoHtj was presented, that it woaid 
not be sngcaJned bj the ConveQlioa, though thi 
Free-Stata majority evinced not only willing 
neBS but aniietj to conciliate their Southeri 
brethren at anj sacrifice not nbsolutelj ruinous 
The m^oritj o£ the Convention, confident ol 
their power to reject the majority report, wen 
luiiious for a Tote ; )uit Che minoritj scemci 
determined lo slave off definite action for thiv 
day, aod carried their point by a system cuv 
rently tenued " filibustering," which would hav; 
done no discredit to the House of RepreseniQ- 
tires at Washington. The confusion and hub 
bub which prevailed may be comprehendei 
perhaps, by the following extract from the offi 
rial report of tJie proceedings : 
Hr. BIglar obt&Ined thg float, lai deilrod In sugge^l 

•nrfortlier ilmKl*. tiiej should ifljonni. '(CrlMof "J 
sUeel I" " 1 object 1'^) 
lii. Hauler, of LauiaJaca.— 1 appeal to in7 Deaioctatic 
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(be GaQTenUoa u veil as lo hln 
(Appltnie.) The Chair irlll wall 
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of tb« origbiil resolntioD propoied by the i 
from North Carolina. 

Mr. Butler's Platform affirms the Cincinnad 
Platform, and adds a reaolntian for the protec- 
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It was filially agreed that the vote should bt 
taken the iieit day— or rather the following- 
Hooday, and the Convention adjourned. 

On Uouday the 30th, the President slated thi 
qaeatioD as follows : 




So the amendment was rejected. 

The minority report (that of Mr. Samuels) 
as then read, and, after ineffectual attempt! 
1 table the subject and proceed to a nomina- 
on, the Tole was taken and the minority 
;port WIS adopted as an amendmeut or substi- 
lie, as follows ; 

; Vermont, B; 

12; MarilanlL 
. 1 i Kentucln-, 
; Mlcblgui,Ai 

a, i*ii iiDJiiwju-11, oi ajHrjiuuu, flt 1 Virginia, 14; 

Ida, 8; Alabama, &; Louisimia, 6; MJaalsBippL T ; 

u, 4; Ariansai, 4; MiiBouri, 6 ; TenneMse, 11 ; Ken- 

y, 9) ; CsUfomia, 4 ; Uregon, 3— 13S. 
The question was then taken on the adoption 
nf the report as BTnendeil, the vote being taken 
i>n each resolnlion separately, and with the ex- 
ception of the one pledging the Democratic 
party to abide by the decisions of the Supreme 
Court on the subject of Slavery in the Territo- 
lies — which was rejected — they were adopted 
l.y a vote which was nearW unanimous. 

The delegation from Aiabama, by ita Chair- 
man, then presented a written, protest, signed 
liy all its members, announcing their purpose to 
withdraw from the Convention. They were 
followed by the delegations from Mississippi, 
Florida, Teias, all the Louisiana delegation 
eicept two, all the South Carolina delegation, 
except three, three of the Arkansas delegation, 
two of the Delaware delegation (indudtng 
Senator Bayard) and one from North Carolina, 
The order of iheir withdrawal was as follows : 



ri-eHdeat of Ai Dtm 



&i™ ^j,'i^7™ *" 


thtOilv of CharletUn, 


your honorable body th 


pectfaJly beg leave to lay 


iRt, eleventh dij of Januarr, 1360, the Democratlo 
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with a general re-affirmance of the Cincinnati platform as to 
nucb issues, and also indorse said plaiform aa to slavery, 
together wiin the following resoliiiious : 

2. Kesolvtd further. That we re-allirm 60 much of the first 
resolution of ihe platform adopted in 'the Convention by the 
Democracy of this State, on the 8ih of January, 1856, as 
relates to the subject of Slavery, to-wit : " The unqualified 
right of the people of the Slavcholding States to the protection 
oftheir property in the Slates, in the Territories, and in the 
wilderness, in which Territorial Governments are as yet unor- 
ganized." 

5. Beaolved further. That in order to meet and clear away all 
obstacles to a full enjoyment of this right in the Territories, 
we re-afllrm the principle of the 9th resolution of the Plat- 
form adopted m Convention by the Democracy of this State, 
on the 14th of February, Ii4l8, to wit : " Tliai it is ihe duly of 
the General (Jovemment, by all proper legiiilatiun, to secure 
an entry into those Territories to all the ciUzens of the United 
States, together with their properly of every description, and 
that the same should be protected by the United Siatee while 
the Territories are under its authority." 

4. Resolced further, That the CousUtution of the United States 
la a compact between sovereign and co-equal States, united 
upon the basis of perfect equality of rights and privileges. 

6. Resolved further. That the Territories of the United Slates 
are common properly, in which the States have equal rights, 
and to which the citizens of every State may rightfully emi- 
grate, with their slaves or other property recognized as such 
in any of the States of the Union, or by the Constitution of the 
United States. 

6. Resolved further, That the Congress of the United States 
haA no power to abolisli Slavery in the Territories, or to pro- 
hibit its introduction into any of ihem. 

7. Resoived further, That the Territorial Legislatures, creat- 
ed by the legislation of Congress, have no power to abolish 
Slavery, or to prohibit the introduction of the same, or to im- 
pair by unfriendly legislation the sccuritv and full enjoyment 
of the same within the Territories ; and such constitutional 
power certainly does not belong tathe people of the Territo- 
ries in any capacity, before, in the exercise of a lawful authori- 
ty, they form a Constitution preparatory to admission as a 
State into the Union ; and their action, in the exercise of such 
lawful authority, certainly cannot operate or take eli'ect before 
their actual admission aa a State into the Union. 

8. Resolved further. That the principles enunciated by Chief 
Justice Taney, in his opinion in the Dred Scott case, deny to 
the Territorial Legislature the power to destroy or impair, by 
any legislation whatever, the right of property in slaves, and 
maintain it to be the duty of the Federal Government, in eUl 
of its departments, to protect the rii;hts of the owner of such 
property in the Territories ; and the principles so declared 
are hereby asserted to be the rights of the South, and the South 
should maintain them. 

9. Resolved further. That we hold all of the foregoing propo- 
sitions to contain cardinal princix>les—trnG in themselves— and 

iust and proper, and necessary for the safety of all that is 
ear to us ; and we do herel)y Instruct our dtiegates to the 
Charleston Convention to present them for the calm consider- 
ation and approval of tlial body— from whose justice and 
patriotism we anticipate their adoption. 

10. Resolcetl further. That our delotrates to the Charleston 
Convention are hereby expressly ius'.ructed to insist that said 
Convention shall adopt a platform of principles, recognizing 
distinctly the righ:R uf the Somh, as asserted in the foregoing 
resolutions ; and if the said Naiional Convention shall refuse 
to adopt, in substance, the propo.siiions embraced in the pre- 
ceding resolutions, prior to nominating candidates, our dele- 
gates to said (convention are hereby positively instructed to 
withdraw therefrom. 

11. Resolved further. That our delegates to the Charleston 
Convention shall cast the vote of Alabama as a unit, and a 
majority of our delegates shall determine how the vote of this 
State shall be given. 

12. Remlretl further, That an Exornllve Committee, to con- 
■istof one from each CongrepFlonal District, be appointed, 
whose du;y it shall he. in ih-; event that our delegates with- 
draw froiri the (Jliarleston t"onv«niion, inolieilience to the 10th 
resolution, to cull a Coiivcniioji of ihi*. l)<Miio(;racy of Alabama 
to meet at un early day to consider what is best to be done. 

Under these resolutions, the undersigned received their 
appointment, and participated in the action of this Con- 
vention. 

By the resolution of instruction, the tenth in the series, 
we were directed to insist that the platform adopted by 
this Convention should embody, '^ in whole," the proposi- 
tions embraced in the preceding resolutions, prior to 
nominating candidates. 

Anxious, if possible, to continue our relations with this 
Convention, and thus to maintain the nationality of the 
Democratic party, we agreed to accept, as the substance 
of the Alabama platform, either of the two reports sub- 
mitted to this Convention by the majority of the Commit- 
tee on Resolutions — ^this majority representing not only 
a majority of the States of the Union, but also the only 
States at all likely to be carried by the Democratic party 
in the Presidential election. We beg to make these re- 
ports a part of this communication. 

[See heretofore the two sets of resolutions re- 
ported by Mr. Avery.] 

These reports received the indorsement In the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions of every Southern State, and, had 
either of them been adopted as the platform of principles 
of the Democratic party, although possibly in some re- 



spects sul^Ject to criticism, we should not have felt oar- 
selves in duty bound eo withhold our acquiescence. 

But it has been the pleasure of this Convention, by an 
almost exclusive sectional vote, not representing a ma^ 
jority of the Democratic electoral vote, to adopt a plat- 
form which does not, in our opinion, nor in the opinion 
of thos^e who urge it, embody in substance the principles 
of the Alabama resoliitions. That Platform is as follows : 

[Here follow Mr. Samuels' resolutions as adop* 

ted. See Platform.] 

The points of difference between the Northern and 
Southern Democracy are ; 

1st. As regards the status of Slavery as a political in- 
stitution in the Territories whilst they remain Territories, 
and the power of the people of a Territory to exclude it 
by unfriendly legislation ; and 

2d. As regards the duty of the Federal Cfovernment to 
protect the owner of slaves in the enjoyment of his pro- 
perty in the Territories so long as they remain such. 

This Convention has refused, by the Platform adopted, 
to settle either of these propositions in favor of the South. 
We deny to the people of a Territory any power to legis- 
late against the institution of Slavery ; and we assert 
that it is the duty of the Federal Government, in all its 
departments, to protect the owner of slaves in t^ie enjoy- 
ment of his property in the Territories. These princi- 
ples, as we state them, are embodied in the Alalmwa 
Platform. 

Here, then, is a plain, explicit and direct issue between 
this Convention and the constituency which we have the 
honor to represent In this body. 

Instructed as we ai e, not to waive this issue, the con- 
tingency, therefore, has arisen, when, in our opinion, it 
becomes our duty to withdraw from this Convention. 
We beg, sir, to communicate this fact through you, and 
to assure ttie Convention that we do so in no spirit of 
anger, but under a sense of imperative obligation, pro. 
perly appreciating Its responsibilities and cheerfully sub- 
mitting to its consequences. 
L. P. Walkbr, Chairman. 0. 0. Harper, 
J. S. Lyon, Lkwis U. Cato, 

John A. Winston, Jno. W. Portw, 

Robert G. Scott, F. G. Norman, 

A. B. Mbkk, W. C. Guild, 

J. R. Brrarb, Julius C. B. Mitcucll, 

H. D. Smith, W. C. Shbrkoi>, 

Ja8. Ihwin, G. G. Ghiffin, 

W. L. Yanci-y, J. T. Bradford, 

D. W. 11 A INK T. J. Burnktt, 

N. li. R. Dawson, A. G. Henry, 

R. iM. Patton, Wm. M. Brooks, 

W. C. McIvBB, R. Chapman. 

Mr. Walker also presented a resolution to the 
effect that no other person than the retiring dele- 
gates had any authority to represent Alabama 
in the Convention. 

The Alabama delegation then withdrew from 
the hall. 

MISSISSIPPI WITHDRAWS. 

Mr. Barry, of Mlssi.«i8ippl. — I am instructed by the 
Mississippi delegation to state that they retire from the 
Convention with the delegation from Alabama. (Cheers.) 
They have prepared a protest, which they desire to sub- 
mit,.but by accident it Is not now here. I desire also to 
state that they have adopted unanimously a resolution 
that they are. the only delegates — which is uncontested — 
and that no one is or shall be authorized to represent 
them In their absence upon the floor of the Convention. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Mouton, of liOuislana.— Mr. President, I have but 
a short communication to make to the Convention. I do 
not do it as an individual. I am authorized to say by 
the delegates representing Louisiana in this Convention, 
that they will not participate any longer in the proceed- 
ings of this Convention. (Cheers.) iieretofore we have 
been in the hal^it of saying that the Democracy of the 
country was harmoniotts. (Laughter.) Can we say so 
to-dHy with any truth? Are we not divided, and divided 
in such a manner thut we can never be reconciled, be- 
cause we are divided upon prin<iple? Can we agree to 
the Platform adopted by the majority of the Convention, 
and then go liotne to our consiitnents aud put one oon> 
struction on It, while Northern Democrats put another? 
No, Mr. President, I think I speak the sentiment of my 
State when I say that she will never pl.iy such a part. 
(Cheers ) If we are to fight the Black Republicans to- 
gether, let us do it with a bold front; let us use the same 
arms ; let us sustain the same principles. I was wUlhiff , 



NATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND PLATFORMa. 



vuiiDf , mraeir, li 



proptnj in the Terr 



. (Loud 



■e.thW 



Kin the irh-lii vole 

mUUed w give lur lo divido It. 

Mr. Mouton made some additional reinarka, 
bntowinff to the confusion which prevsiled in 
tbo hall, the reporter was unable to hear them. 
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UliielbBrt Bartsdalfl. W, S. Harry, J. M. Thomson. 

Mr. .Mulhews then announced that a meeting 
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of all those who nyinpathized with them in this 
movement would be held at 8 o'clock this eveD- 
ing, in St. Andrew's Hall. - 

The Mississippi delegation then withdrew from 
the Gouveutiou. 

SOUTH CAROLINA WITHDRAWS. 

The II n. James Simons, of South Carolina. — ^Mr. Pre- 
sident, I am directed by the delegation from South Caro- 
lina respectfully to present the following document. 

To THE Hon. Caleb Cdshino, 

President of the Charleston Convention: 

We, the undersigned Delegates appointed by the Demo- 
cratic State Convention of South Carolina, beg leave re- 
^>ectfully to state that, according to the principles enunci- 
ated in their Platform at Columbia, the power, either of 
the Federal Government or of its agent, the Territo- 
rial Government, to abolish or legblate against property 
in slaves, by either direct or indirect legislation, is especi- 
ally denied ; and as the Platform adopted by the Conven- 
tion palpably and intentionally prevents any expression 
affirming the incapacity of the Territorial Government so 
to legislate, that tliey would not be acting in good faith to 
Uieir principles, or in accordance with the wishes of their 
constituents, to longer remain in this Convention, and 
they hereby respectfully announce their withdrawal there- 
from. 



Jambs Simons, 
s. mcgowan, 
B. H. Wilson, 
r. b. botlston, 
Jas. H. Withkrspoon, 
E. W. Chables, 



Thos. Y. Simons, 
Jas. Patterson, 
B. n. Brown, 
J. A. Metts, 
John S. Preston. 

FrAKKLAND QaIUaABD. 



G. N. Reynolds, Jr. 

The reading of this paper was greeted with 

frequent bursts of most enthusiastic cheering 

on the floor and in the galleries. 

I am further instructed to say, that the communication 
is signed by all the delegation but three members. 

The South Carolina delegation then withdrew 
f£om the Convention aniidst loud cheering. 

FLORIDA RETIRES. 

Mr. Milton, of Florida. — Mr. President : Representing 
the State of Florida, it is with feelings of sadness that I 
present myself before you to bid adieu tq the men of 
talent and men of high and noble feelings from the North 
and West, who have met us here upon this occasion. 
'But differences have arisen between us which, as honor- 
able men, we cannot ac^just. It has been asked, time and 
again, why we should invite gentlemen from the North- 
west, the North and the East, to come and occupy higher 
ground than we did when we stood together and 
triumphed on the Cincinnati Platform? Since that time, 
gentlemen, according to your own report, a mighty 
power has arisen in your midst, deriving much of its 
strength and support from the Democrats of the North. 
I allude to the Black Republican party — a party which 
promulgates to the country that they hare a higher law, 
a law known only to themselves — ^I hope not known to 

frou — but superior to the Constitution. And, gentlemen, 
et me tell you that we came here expecting to be met 
hand in hand, and heart in heart, and to have formed a 
line shoulder to shoulder with you to drive back this 
swelling tide of fanaticism. But, gentlemen, how have 
we been met by you ? I am proud to say that we have 
been met with high-toned generosity by Oregon and Cali- 
fornia. (Cheers.) I am proud to say that supporters of 
our claim for equal rights have boldly presented them- 
selres from the good old State of Pennsylvania. (Cheers.) 
While we have entertained great respect for your talent 
and integrity, yet we bid adieu to you of the Northwest 
without so much feeling of regret, as you have hardened 
your hearts and stiffened your necks against the rights of 
the South. (Cheers and laughter.) But, we say to you, 
gentlemen from Oregon and California, and Pennsylvania 
and other States, wlio have come forward with the hand 
of fellowship, that we part from you with feelings of 
heartfelt sorrow. 

Mr. Randall, of Pennsylvania. — ^And New-Jersey. 

Mr. Milton. — ^I did not forget New-Jersey, nor could I 
forget Massachusetts. My remark was general. Where- 
ever and whenever a gentlemen from the North, the 
East or the West, has had the manliness to rise up and 
vindicate our rights, our hearts have been at his com- 
mand. (Cheers.) 

We thank you, gentlemen, for the coortesies we have 



received anongst you, and which we have returned with 
the kindest feelings of our hearts. We part from Jim 
without any unkind feeling. We respect you as gentle- 
men, but differing, as we do, upon principles vital to oar 
most sacred interests, in the same spirit of wisdom and 
affection which caused Abraham and Lot to pass on, one 
in one direction and the other in a different one, we bid 
you a most respectful adieu. (Loud cheers.) One more 
remark, and I have done. The delegation firom the State 
of Florida has unanimously passed a resolution that no 
one is authorized, when we shall retire, to represent 
Florida in this Convention. I confess, in all Arankneae, 
that I deem the resolution wholly' unnecessary, because 
I believe there is too high a sense of honor amongst een- 
tlemen here from the North, and the East, and the WMt, 
to permit any man to skulk in here to represent Florida. 
Mr. Eppes, of Florida, then read the following protest*- 
tioB : 

To the Hon. Caleb Cushino, 
President of the Democratio National Convention : 

The undersigned. Democratic delegates from the State 
of Florida, enter this their solemn protest against the 
action of the Convention in voting down the Platform of 
the majority. 

Florida, with her Southern sisters, is entitled to a clear 
and unambiguous recognition of her rights in the Terri- 
tories, and this being refused by the retjection of the 
majority report, we protest against receiving the Cincin- 
tfati Platform with the Interpretation that it favors the 
doctrine of Squatter Sovereignty in the Territories — 
which doctrine, in the name of the people represented by 
us, we repudiate. 

T. J. Eppe9, B. F. Wardlaw, John Milton, J. B. Owens, 
C. P. Dyke, delegates from Florida. 

The delegates from Florida, before retiring, have 
unanimously adopted thQ following Resolution : 

Resol/ced^ That no person, not a regularly appointed 
delegate, has a right to cast the vote of the State ol 
Florida in this Convention. 

John Milton, Chairman of Delegation. 

TEXAS WrrHDRAWS. 

Mr. Bryan, of Texas, who was received with loud cheen, 
said : Mr. President and gentlemen of the Convention- 
Texas, through her delegates on this floor, on the land ot 
Calhoun, where *Uruth, justice and the Constitation" 
was proclaimed to the South, says to the South— this day 
you stand erect. (Loud cheers.) Whilst we deprecate 
the necessity which calls for our parting with the dele- 
gates from the other States of this Confederacy, yet it la 
an event that we, personally, have long looked to. Edu- 
cated in a Northern College, I there first learned that 
there was a North and a South ; there ilere two literary 
Societies, one Northern and the other Southern. In the 
Churches, the Methodist Church, the Baptist Church, the 
Presbyterian Church, are North and South. Gentlemen 
of the North and Northwest, God grant that there may 
be but one Democratic party 1 It depends upon your 
action, when you leave here, whether it shall be so. Give 
not aid and comfort to the Black Republican hosts ; but 
^ay to the South, ** You are our equals in this Confederacy, 
and your lives, your persons and property, equally with 
those of the Northern States, are protected by the Oon- 
stitution of the Federal Union.'* What is it that we, the 
Southern Democrats, are asking you to acknowledge ? 
Analyze it and see the meaning ; and it is this — that we 
will not ask quite as much of you as the Black Republi- 
cans, and if you only grant what we ask, we can fl(^t 
them. We blame you not if you really hold these opinions, 
but declare them openly, and let us separate, as did 
Abraham and Lot. I have been requested to read this 
protest on the part of the delegates from Texas, and to 
ask the courtesy of the Convention that it be spread upon 
the minutes of its proceedings. 

4 

Hon. Oalbb Cushino, 
President of the Democratio National Convention .* 

The undersigned, delegates firom the State of Texas, 
would respectfully protest against the late action of thia 
Convention, in refusing to adopt the report of the majority 
of the Conunittee on Resolutions, which operates as the 
virtual adoption of principles affirming doctrines in oppo- 
sition to the decision of the Supreme Court in the ureiA 
Soott case, and in conflict with the Federal Constitution, 
and especially opposed to the platform of the Democratic 
party of Texas, which declares : 

Ist. That the Democratic party of the State of Texas 
reaffirm and concur in the principles contained in the 
platform of the National Democratic Ckxivention, held at 
Cincinnati in June, 1856, as a true expression of poUtical 
faith and opinion, and herewith reassert and set forth the 
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inriQi^Ies therein contained, as embracing the only doc- 
trine which can preserve the integrity of the Union and 
the equal rights of the States, '* expressly rejecting any 
Interpretation thereof favoring the doctrine known as 
Squatter Sovereignty," and that we will continue to ad- 
here to and abide by the principles and doctrines of the 
Virginia and Kentucky resolutions of 1793 and 1799 and 
Mr. Madlson^s report relative thereto. 

2d. That it is the right of every citizen to take his 
property, of any kind, hicluding slaves, into the common 
territory belonging equally to all the States of the Con- 
federacy, and to have it protected there under the Federal 
CJonstitution. Neither Congress nor a Territorial Legisla- 
ture, nor any human power, has any . authority, either 
directly or indirectly, to impair these sacred rights ; and 
they having been affirmed by the decision of the Supreme 
Court in the Dred Scott case, we declare that It is the 
duty of the Federal Government, the common agent of all 
the States, to establish such government, and enact such 
laws for Uie Territories, and so change the same, from 
time to time, as may be necessary to insure the protection 
and preservation of these rights, and prevent every in- 
fiingement of the same. The afi&rmation of this principle 
of the duty of Congress to simply protect the rights of pro- 
perty, is nowise in conflict with the heretofore established 
and well-organized principles of the Democratic party, 
ttiat Congress does not possess the power to legislate 
Slavery into the Territories, or to exclude it therefrom. 

Recognizing these declarations of principles as instruc- 
tions to us for our government in the National Convention, 
and believing that a repudiation of them by all the 
Northern States, except the noble States of Oregon and 
California, the whole vote of which is more than doubtful 
In the ensidng Presidential election, demand from us our 
unqualified disapproval. 

The undersigned do not deem this the place or time to 
discuss the practical illustration that has been given of the 
Irrepressible conflict between the Northern and Southern 
States, that has prevailed in this Convention for the last 
week. 

It' is sufficient to say that, if the principles of the 
Northern Democracy are properly represented by the 
opinion and action of the majority of the delegates from 
^at section on this floor, we do not hesitate to declare 
that their principles are not only not ours, but, if adhered 
to and enforced by them, will destroy this Union. 

In consideration of the foregoing facts, we cannot 
remain in the Convention. We consequently respectfully 
withdraw, leaving no one authorized to cast the vote of the 
State of Texas. 

Guy M. Bryan, Chairman ; P. R. Lubbock. P. S. Stock- 
dale, B. Greer, H. R. Runnells, Wm. B. Ochiltree, M. W. 
CJovey, Wm. H. Parsons, R. Ward, J. F. Crosby. 

ARKANSAS RETIRES. 

Mr- Burrow, of Arkansas, read the following 
protest. 

Hon. Caleb Cushing, 

President of Oharleston CoTVvetUion : 

The undersigned, delegates accredited by the Demo- 
cracy of Arkansas to represent said Democracy in the 
Ck>nvention of the Democracy of the United States, assem- 
bled on the 23d April, 1860, beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing protest, against certain actions of this Convention, 
and statement of the causes which, in their opinion, require 
tbeva to retire from this Convention : 

Ist. The Convention of the Democracy of the State of 
Arkansas, convened at Little Rock on the 2d day of April, 
1880, passed among other things, the following resolutions, 
yix, : 

Ist. Resolved, We the Democracy of Arkansas, through our 
representatives in Ooaventioa assembled, proclaim our conli- 
dence in the virtue and Inielllijence of the people, and un- 
abated fsUth in the principles of the Democracy. 

2d. We re-afllrm the political principles enunciated in the 
Cincinnati platform by the Democracy of the United States 
In June, lffi6, and assort as illustrative thereof, that neither 
Oongress nor a Territorial Legislature, whether by direct 
legislation or by legislation of an indirect and unfriendly char- 
acter, possesses the power to annul or impair the constitutional 
rights of any citizen of the United States to take his slave pro- 

Serty into the common Territories, and there hold and enjoy 
le same, and that if experience should at any time prove the 
Judiciary and executive power do not possess the means to in- 
sure protection to constitutional rights in a Territory— and if 
the Territorial QoveriKTient should fail or refuse to provide 
the neccsssary remelles for that purpose, it will be the duly of 
Congress to supply the deficiency. 

8d. That the representatives or the Democracy of Arkansas 
tn the Charleston Convention be instructed to insist upon the 
recognition by said Convention of the purpose heradnbefore 
deelMred, prior to balloting for anv candidate for the Fr«'si- 
dency ; and if said Convention refuse to recognize the rights 
tit the South in the Territories of the United States, the repre- 



sentatives of the Democracy of Arkansas be instructed to 
retire from said Convention, and refuse to aid in the selection 
of any candidate whomsoever by said Convention. 

4th. Ttiat the unity of the Democratic party and the safety 
of the South demands the adoption of the two-thlrda rule by 
the Charleston Convention of the Democracy of the United 
States, and that our delegates to said Convention be required 
to insist upon and maintain the adoption thereof as an indis- 
pensable necessity. 

In accordance with the instructions contained In resolu- 
tion 8d above, one of the undersigned had the honor, on 
the second day of the session of this Convention, to ofifer 
to the consideration of this Convention the following reso-' 
lution, viz. : 

" Resolved, That the Convention will not proceed to nomi- 
nate a candidate fur the Presidency until the Platform shall 
have been made " — 

Which said resolution was passed by the Convention witli 
great unanimity. Subsequently, the Committee on Reso- 
lutions and Platform, appointed by the Convention, in ac- 
cordance with the usages and customs of the Democratic 
party of the United States, agreed upon and reported to 
this Convention a platform of principles, recognizing the 
principle contained in the resolutions of the Democracy of 
Arkansas, above recited, and fully asserting the equal 
rights of the Southern States in the common Territories of 
the United States, and the duty of the Federal Govern- 
ment to protect those rights when necessary, according to 
the usages and customs of the Democracy of the United 
States, as developed by the practice of said Democracy as- 
sembled in Convention on former occasions, and in strict 
accordance, as is believed by the undersigned, with the 
compact and agreement made by and between the 
Democrats of the several States, upon which the Con- 
ventions of the Democracy of the United States were 
agreed first to be founded, and assented to by the 
several Southern States. The report and determination 
of the Committee on Platform became and was hencefor- 
ward the platform of the Democracy of the United 
States, and this Convention had no duty to perform in re- 
lation thereto but to receive, confirm and publish the 
same, and cause it to be carried into effect wherever in 
the respective States the Democracy were able to enforce 
their decrees at the ballot box. 

The undersigned are confirmed in this opinion by 
reference not only to the history of the past, which 
shows that in all instances the sovereignty of the States, 
and not the electoral votes of the States, has uniformly 
been represented in the Committee on Platforms, and 
that the report of the Committee has invariably been 
registered as the supreme law of the Democratic party by 
unanimous consent of the entire Convention, without 
changing or in any manner altering any part or portion 
thereof. It \a asserted, as a part of our traditional policy, 
and confidently believed, that the Democracy of tho 
United States, by a peculiar system of checks and 
balances, formed after the fashion of the Federal Govern- 
ment, were contracted and bound themselves to fully 
recognize the sovereignty of the States in making the 
platform, and the popiilation or masses of the States in 
naming the candidate to be placed on the platform. That 
many States have been uniformly allowed to vote the fWl 
strength of their electoral college in these Conventions 
when it was well known that said States never heretofore, 
and probably would never hereafter give a single elec- 
toral vote at the polls to the candidate which they had so 
large a share in nominating, cannot be accounted for on 
any other principle than that it was intended only as a 
recognition of the sovereignty and equality of said States. 

Would it be right at this time for the numerical majo- 
rity to deprive all the Black Republican States repre- 
sented on this floor of their representation, which by 
custom they have so long enjoyed, simply because it is 
now evident that they are or will be unable to vote the 
Democratic ticket in the next Presidential election ? 

By common consent we say that a reckless numerical 
majority should not be thus allowed to tread under foot 
the vested rights of those States and well established 
usages and customs of the party. 

If thus it be wrong for the numerical majority to 
deprive the Black Republican States of this long vested 
right, how much more unjust is it for the numerical 
majority to deprive all the States of their vested right 
to make and declare the platform in the usual and 
customary manner ? and when we call to mind that the 
numerical majority resides chiefly in the Black Republi- 
can States, to whom the South has uniformly accorded 
so large a privilege, in naming candidates who were 
alone to be elected by Southern votes, we have much 
reason to believe that he to whom you gave an inch 
seems emboldened thereby to demand an ell. 

The undersigned beg leave to state tliat many patriotic 
States* Right Democrats in the South, have long con- 
tended that these Oonventions of the Democracy, repre- 



•cDtlDg In bet (be vhole conaollditiHl atTengtho. _. 
DnloD, iiMag Ihrough puty Bynpiitby upoD Ibt IndlTl- lo cc 



A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK EOB ISCO. 

cratlc party u B odIL <Ctae«i.) HelrUMl 

Id— (cb«eri>— reBervlnjtoliimKtflbB right le 
)ueHllDii, irhlcb bt would do In a few boon. 












._. ... o Ihoae li^la by the Federal _. 









Mr. Burrow stated, after raiding tlie paper, 
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The Georgia delegation asked leaTe to retire 
ror consultation, vhich was granted. 

MesBre. Bayard and Whiteley, two of the rti 
ilelegalea from Delaware, retired from the Con- 
vention andjoined the aeceders., 

Mr. Seulsburj, (U. S. Senator,) of Delaware, 
stated Ilia reason for not retiring with hia col- 
leagues, and the CoiiTentioQ adjonroed. 

On Tuesday, Hay let, tbe President stated 
he regular order of busineea to be the motioDs 
.0 reconaider, and the motions to laj the no- 
ions to reconaider on the table, by which the 
rarious leaolutiona constituting the Platform 
rvere adopted. Fending the determination of 
,heae questions, yesterday evening, the chair- 
nan of several of the delegations rose to ques- 
:iona of privilege, under which their delegationi 
-etired Irom the hail. When, the Convendon 
idjourned the gentleman from Illinois (Hr. 
Uerriclt) was upou the floor. 



ot GeorgU.- 



>m Georgia obtained tb 









lie meeilng cfllie'rielss^^xa^^"^ 



TlilB pBpft la aLgned by twtnty^li out of Ibe aJrty-lhre* 
T thirty -fout delegates in tbat ComeaUoo from tbe 8tat« 

1 bave DOW, Hr. Fresldent, dlKharged the Saty wblota 

The majority of the Qeor^ delegation then retired 






NATIONAL COSTENTIONS AND PLATFORMS. 






CourenUon, aUiieJ by Bcvenlscn StBtea, la right or is 
•gt DWji>nlndoraell.DrclWyranol? 






!D re|«ted by A numerlca 
I fDDd4a]efllA.l principles a 






to (be Oooventloii : 

ft a* Hon, 0«lbb CrsHisa, PreHSent: 



tiaa, by Ihs wUbdnnl, in whole or la part, of Heveral 
SootlicmSutei. WehsvecounafledDurSoulliemMeDds 

IbJwouMiyertTu^necwafly. Tolling hM occumdlo 






I, Cb'n of Dele 
,Tj Secretary. 



CBiiLinoH, Xan lit, 

The TeaneSKe? Delpgation asked and obtaiaed 
leoTe to retire for consultation. 

The Delegation from Virginia, and portions 
of the Delegations from Kentucky, North Caro- 
linii and Uarjiaad, had leave to retire for con- 
■oltation, 

Mr. Floiunoy, of ArkannuL— May 1 be induljred Id one 
nmarli? My .olce Is "Never give up the «hlp "-(»!>■ 
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aMlring our Slate to preient a Brm, undivided front, we 
Ming in the minority of the delejBllon, were n-llllDgto 
' :ld, and did jield. our opiniooa to the judgment of Ih^ 
Oorlly. 

J. i, McHinoB, 

CHiaLiGioir, S. 0„ Hay 1, 1S6V. 

A VOICE FROM GEORGIA. 
Mr. Gauldea, of Georgia, addressed tbe Con- 
intion, giving hia reasons for not retiring with 
B colleagues, as follows: 
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(Applause.) I nm rot in favor of breaking up this Gov- 
ernment upon an impracticable issue, upon a mere 
theory. I believe that this doctrine of protection to 
Slavery in the Territories is a mere theory, a mere ab- 
•traction. (Applause.) Practicully, it can be of no con- 
sequence to the £>outh, for the reason that the infant has 
been strangled before it was born. (Laughter.) You 
have cut otf the supply of Slaves ; you have crippled the 
institution of ti^lavety in the States by your unjust laws, 
and it is mere folly and madness now to ask for protec- 
tion for a nonentity, for a thing which is not there. >Ve 
have no slaves to carry to these Territories. We can 
never make another Slave State with our present supply 
of slaves. But if we could, it would not be wise, for the 
reason, that if you make another Slave Stale from our 
new Territories with the present supply of slaves, you 
will be obliged to give up another State, either Maryland, 
Delaware, or Virginia, to Free Soil upon the North. 
Now, I would deal with this question, fellow-Democi ats, 
as a practical one. When Lean see no possible practical 
good to result to the country fi'om' demanding legislation 
upon this theory, I am not prepared to disintegrate and 
dismember the great Democratic party of this Union. I 
believe that the hopes of this country depend upon the 
maintenance of the great Democratic party North. It 
is no trouble for a man to be a saint in Heaven. 



When the devil whs sick. 

The devil h inuiik would be 
The devil ptt well. 

But devil a monk was be." 



(Great Uughter.) 



We, the Democracy of the South, are mere carpet- 
knights. It is no trouble for us to be Democrats (Ap- 
plause and laughter.) When I look to the Noi-thein 
Democrats, I see them standing up there and breasting 
the tide of fanaticism, oppression, wrong, and slander, 
with which they have to contend. I view in these men 
types of the old ancient Romans ; I view in them all that 
is patriotic and noble ; and, for otie, I am not willing to 
cut loose from them. (Ureat cheering.) I say, then, 
that I will hold on to my Democratic friends of the 
North to the last day of the week — late in the evening. 
(Great, laughter.) I am not willing to present to them a 
half issue of this sort. I am not willing to disintegrate, 
dismember, and turn them over to the ruthless hands of 
the thieving Black Republicans of the North. I would 
ask my friends of the South to come up in a proper 
spirit, ask our Northern friends to give us all our rights, 
and take off the ruthless restrictions which cut off the 
supply of slaves from foreign lands. As a matter of 
right and justice to the South, I would ask the Democracy 
of the North to grant us this thing, and I believe they 
have the patriotism and honesty to do it, because it is 
right in itself. I tell you, fellow-Democrats, that the 
African Slave-trader is the true Union man (Cheers and 
laughter.) I tell you that the Slave-trading of Virginia 
is more immoral, more unchristian in every possiljle 
point of view, than that African Slave-trade which goes 
to Africa and brings a heathen and worthless man here, 
makes him a useful man. Christianizes him, and sends 
him and his posterity down the stream of time to join in 
the blessings of civilization. (Cheers and laughter.) 
Now, fellow-DeiBocrats, so far as any public expression 
of the State of Virginia — the great Slave-trading State 
of Virginia — has been given, they are all opposed to the 
Afi lean thivet-rade. 

Dr. Keed of Indiana. — I am from Indiana, and I am in 
favor of it. 

Mr. Gaulden — Now, gentlemen, we are told, upon 
high authority, that there is a certain class of men who 
Strain at a gnat and swallow a camel. Now, Virginia, 
which Huthorizes the buying of Christian men, separat- 
ing them from their wives and children, from all the re- 
lations and associations amid whom they have lived for 
yea>8, rolls up her eyes in holy horror when I would go to 
Africa, buy a savage, and introduce him to the blessings 
of civilization and Christianity. (Cheers and laughter.) 

Mr. Rynders of N. Y. — Vou can get one or two re- 
cruits from New-York to join with you. 

The President. — The t:me of the gentleman has ex- 
pired (Cries of " Go on ! Go on !") 

The I*resident— stated that if it was the unanimous 
wish of the Convention, the gentleman could proceed. 

Mr. Gaulden— Now, Fellow-Democrats, the slave- 
> ade in Virginia forms a mighty and powerful reason 
for its opposition to the African slave-tiade, and in this 
rcTiark I do not intend any disrespect to my friends 
from Virginia. Virginia, the Mother of States and of 
Statesmen, the Mother of Presidents, I apprehend may 
err as well as other mortals. I am afi aid that her error 
iu tins regard 1 es in ttie promptings of the almighty dol- 
lar. It ha- l>een my fortune to go into that noble old 
Nate to buy h few darkies, and I have had to pay from 
ti.OoO to i2,(Mlvj a head, when I could go to Africa and 



buy better negroes for $50 apiece. (Great laughter.) 
Now, unquestionably, it is to the interest of Virg^ia to 
break down the African slave-trade when she can sell 
her negroes at $2,000. She knows that the African slave- 
trade would break up her monopoly, and hence her ob- 
jection to it. If any of you Northern Democrats— for I 
have more faith in you than I have in the Carpet-Knight 
Democracy of the South — will go home with me to my 
plantation in Georgia, but a little way from here, I will 
show you some darkies that I bought in Maryland, some 
that I bought in Virginia, some in Delaware, some in 
Florida, some in North Carolina, and I will also show 
you the pure African, the noblest Roman of them alL 
(Great laughter.) Now, Fellow-Democrats, my feeble 
health and failing voice, admonish me to bring the few 
remarks I have to make to a close. (Cries of " Go on, 
go on.") I am only sorry that I am not in a better con 
dition than I am to vindicate before you to-day the 
words of truth, of honesty, and of right, and to show 
you the gross inconsistencies of the South in this regard. 
I came from the First Congressional District of the State 
of Georgia. I represent the African Slave-trade inter- 
ests of that section. (Applause.) I am proud of the 
position I occupy in that respect. I believe that the 
African slave-trader is a true missionary, and a true 
Christian (applause), and I have pleaded with my dele- 
gation from Georgia to put this issue squarely to the 
Northern Democracy, and say to them, "Are you pre- 
pared to go back to first principles, and take oflf your 
unconstitutional restrictions, and leave this question to 
be settled by each State? No\^ do this, fellow-citizens, 
and you will have peace in the country. But so long as 
your Federal Legislature takes jurisdiction of this ques- 
tion, so long will there be war, so long will there be ill- 
blood, so long will there be strife, until this glorious 
Union of ours shall be disrupted and go out in blood 
and night forever. I advocate the repeal of the laws 
prohibiting the African Slave-trade, because I believe it 
to be the true Union movement. I do not believe that 
sections whose interests are so different as the Southern 
and Northern States can ever stand the shocks of fanati- 
cism, unless they be equally balanced. I believe by re- 
opening this trade, and giving us negroes to populate the 
Territories, that the equilibrium of the two sections will 
be maintained. But if the South lies supinely by, and 
allows the people of the North to people all the Terri- 
tories, until we come to be a hopeless fraction in the 
Government, then that gallant band of Democrats North 
may in vain attempt to stay the torrent that will roll 
down upon us. It will not be in your power to do it. It 
should be the object of the South now to say to the North : 
Let us have all our rights in this matter ; let us take off 
these restrictions against the African Slave-trade, and 
leave it to each State to settle for itself. Then we would 
want no protection, and then I would be willing to let 
you have as much Squatter Sovereignty as you wish. 
Give us an equal chance, and I tell you the institution 
of Slavery will take care of itself. We will give you all 
the Squatter Sovereignty that the North can desire, Mr. 
Douglas, or anybody else, if you will take off the uncon- 
stitutional restrictions on the Slave-trade and let the 
negroes come. Then, gentlemen, we should proceed 
harmoniously, go on to prosper and prospering, until 
the last trump of God should sound ; until time was 
merged in the ocean of eternity. (Applause.) I say, 
Fellow-Democrats, that I remained here because I have 
great faith in the Northern Democracy. If I am forced 
to part with you, it will be with a bleeding heart. I" 
know not exactly what position I occupy here (laugh- 
ter), for the majority of my delegation have voted to 
secede. We came here instructed to vote as a unit. 
Whethqf the minority are bound to go' out with the 
majority is a question which I have not yet fully deter- 
mined in my own mind, but at any rate, I told them this 
morning, and I tell them now, I will not go out yet ; I 
intend to stay here ; I intend to hold on to the great 
Democratic Party of the Union so long as I can consist- 
ently with honor and propriety, for I believe that if we 
break up in a row here, and the Democratic Party of 
the country is destroyed, this Union falls as certainlv as 
the sun rises and sets. I warn you, seceders, if your 
action here to-day should have the effect of dismember- 
ing and destroying the great Democratic Party of the 
North, that you destroy this Government beyond all 
question (applause) ; and the Union falls, and falls for- 
ever ! Now, I am not a disunionist. I love this Union 
for the memories of the past and for the hopes of the 
future. (Applause.) The blood of my ancestors was 
poured out around this city and throughout the South to 
rear aloft the proud banner of our glorious Union. I, as 
an humble descendant of theirs, feel bound to maintain 
this Union and the Constitution so long, and no longer 
than I can do it honorably and justly to myself and my 
country. But I do not yet despair of the RepubUo. En- 
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tert^nlng, as I do, such profound respect, nay, almost 
veneration for the justice of tlie Democracy of the 
North, I will yet stand by you for a time. I will do all 
that In me lies to heal these differences. I trust that the 
result of our deliberations will be the nomination of 
Bach a man as will give peace to the country and 8uc< 
cess to the great Democratic National Party of the 
Union. (Great applause.) 

The Convention having decided to proceed to 
baUot for President, at 4 p.m., Wm« Howard, 
of Tennessee, moved that two-thirds (202) of a 
fiiU Convention (303) be required to nominate, 
which, after much discussion and confusion, was 
adopted — 141 to 112 — as follows : 

Ybas :— Maine, 8 ; Massachusetts, 8} ; Connecticut, 2^ ; 
New-Tork, 85 ; Mew-Jersey, 5^ ; Pennsylvania, 17J ; Dela- 
ware, 2: Maryland, 6 ; Virginia, 15 ; North Oarolina. 10 ; 
Sooth Carolina, 1; Missouri, 4i; Tennessee, 11; Ken- 
tucky, 11 ; Minnesota, H; California, 4 ; Oregon, 8—141. 

Nats : — ^Maine, 5 ; New-Hampshire, 6 ; Vermont, 5 ; 
Massachusetts, 4|^; Khode Island, 4; Connecticut, 8i; 
New-Jersey, li ; Pennsylvania, 9J ; Marvland, 2 ; Ar- 
kansas, 1 ; Missouri, 4|- ; Tennessee, 1 ; Kentucky, 1; 
Ohio, 28; Indiana, 18; Illinois, 11; Michigan, 6; Wis- 
consin, 5 ; Iowa, 4 ; Minnesota, 2^—112. 

Candidates were put in nomination, and the 
Gonyention proceeded to ballot, as follows : 
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Ist BaUot 1451 

2 147 

8 1481 

4 149 

5 im 

6 im 

7 150* 

8 15<»i 

9 im 

10 150i 

11 150* 

12 150* 

18 149* 

14 150 

15 150 

16 150 

17 150 

18 150 

19 ,.. 150 

20 150 

21 160* 

22 150*' 

28 152* 

24 161* 

25 151* 

26 151* 

27 151* 

23 151* 

29 151* 

80 151* 

81 151* 

82 152* 

88 152* 

84 152* 

85. 152 

86 151* 

87 161i 

88 151* 

89 151* 

40 151* 

41 151* 

42 151* 

48 151* 

44 15U 

45 151* 

46 151* 

47 151* 

48 151* 

49 151* 

60 151* 

61 151* 

62 151* 

68 151* 

64 151* 

66 151* 

66 151* 

67 151* 



a 



M 
B 
O 

85 42 7 

86* 41* 6* 

42 86 6* 
87* 41* 5 
87* 41 5 
89* 41 8 
88* 41 . 4 
88* 40* 4* 

1 
4 
4 
4 
1 
* 
* 
* 
* 
1 
1 
* 
* 
* 
* 
1* 
1* 
41* 25 12 

42* 25 12 
25 12* 
25 13 
25 13 

47* 82* 8 

47* 22* 8 

47* 22* 8 

47* 22* 5 

47* 22 4* 

43 22 4* 
64* 16 5* 
66 16 5* 
66* 16 5* 
66* 16 5* 
66* 16 5* 
66* 16 5 
65* 16 5 
65* 16 5 
65* 16 5 
65* 16 5 
65* 16 5 
65* 16 5 
65* 16 4 
65* 16 4 
65* 16 4 
65* 16 4 
65* 16 4 
61 20* 2 
65* 16 4 
65* 16 4 
65* 16 4 
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89* 88 

89* 88 

89* 28* 

41 27 
41* 26* 

42 26 
42 26 
41* 26 
41* 26 
42 26 
41* 26 
41* 26 
41* 25 
41* 25 
41* 25 
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On the 8d of May, and the 10th day of the 
session, Mr. Russell, of Virginia, offered the 
following : 

JReaolved^ That when this Convention adjourns to-day, 
it adjourn to re-assemble at Baltimore, Md., on Monday, 
the 18th day of June, and that it be respectfully recom- 
mended to the Democratic party of the several States to 
malce provision for supplying all vacancies in their re- 
spective delegations to this Convention when it shall re- 
assemble. (Applause.) 

After the failure of attempts to change the 
place of meeting to New- York, Philadelphia, 
etc., and also to change the time to a later pe- 
riod, the resolve was adopted — 195 to 55 — as 
follows : 

Ybas:— Maine, 5; New-Hampshire, 5; Vermont, 6; 
Massachusetts, 10 ; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 6; New- 
York, 85 ; New-Jersey, 2 ; Pennsylvania, 23* ; Maryland, 
5; Virginia, 14*; Arkansas, 1 ; Missouri, 6; Tennessee, 
7; Ohio, 23 ; Indiana, 13 ; Illinoi?, 11 ; Michigan, 6 ; Wis- 
consin, 5 ; Iowa 4, Minnesota, 4; California 8 — 195. 

Nays:— Maine, 8; Connecticut, 8; New-Jersey, 6; 
Pennsylvania, 8; Maryland, 3; Virginia, *; North-Caro- 
lina, 14, Missouri, 8 ; Tennessee, 5 ; Kentucky, 2 — 55. 

Gen. Gushing, the President, made a brief 
speech, and the Convention adjourned to meet 
again in Baltimore, on the 18th of June suc- 
ceeding. 

SECEDERS. 

The retiring delegates met at St. Andrew's 
Hall, and were waited on with manifestations of 
sympathy by a portion of the Wood Delegation, 
from New- York, who, however, were not in- 
vited or admitted to seats. The seceders or- 
ganized by the appointment of Senator James 
A. BayardjOf Delaware, as Chairman, and, after 
much animated discussion, adopted the follow- 
ing Platform : 

Beaolvedy That the Platform adopted by the Demo- 
cratic party at Cincinnati be affirmed, with Uie following 
explanatory Resolutions : 

Firsts Tiiat the Government of a Territory organised 
by an act of Congress, is provisional and temporary; 
and, during its existence, all citizens of the United States 
have an equal right to settle with their property in the 
Territory without their rights, either of person or pro- 
perty, being destroyed or impaired by Congressional or 
Territorial Legislation. 

Second^ That it is the duty of the Federal Qovernment, 
in all its departments, to protect when necessary the 
rights of persons and property in the Territories, and 
wtierever else its Constitutional authority extends. 

Thirds That when the settlers in a Territory having 
an adequate population form a State Constitution in 
pursuance of law, the right of sovereignty commences, 
and, being consummated by admission into the Union, 
they stand on an equal footing with the people of other 
States ; and the State thus organized ought to be admit- 
ted into the Federal Union, whether its Constitution pro- 
hibits or recognizes the institution of Slavery. 

Fourth, That the Democratic party are in favor of the 
acquisition of the Island of Cuba, on such terms as shall 
be honorable to ourselves and just to Spain, at the 
earliest practicable moment. 

Fifths That the enactngnts of State Legislatures to 
defeat the faithful execution of the Fugitive Slave Law, 
are hostile in character, subversive of the Constitution, 
and revolutionary in their effect. 

Sixth, That the Democracy of the United States re- 
cognize it as the imperative duty of this Government to 
protect the naturalized citizen in all his rights, whether 
at home or in foreign lands, to the same extent as its 
native-born citizens. 

WhereM, one of the greatest necessities of the age, in 
a Political, Commercial, Postal and Military point of 
view, is a speedy communication between the Pacific and 
Atlantic coasts. Therefore, be it 

Reaohoed, That the Democratic party do hereby pledge 
themselves to use every means in their power to seoorf 
the passage of some bill to the extent of the OodiI 
authority of OoogreH for the ooutmotton-of 
Railroad IhMn the 
attbecarikil] 
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After talking for four days, the Seceders' Con- 
vention adjourned to meet ia Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, on the second Monday in June. Dele- 
gates were present from the following States : 
Alabama, Texas, Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, 
Virginia, Delaware. 



THE SECEDERS AT RICHM;0ND. ' 

According to adjournment, the Seceding 
delfegates met at Richmond, Va., on the 11th 
June. Delegates were present from Alabama, 
Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Georgia, 
South Carolina, Florida, 2d Congressional Dis- 
trict of Tennessee, and the Yth Electoral District 
of Virginia. The Hon. John Erwin, of Alabama, 
was chosen President, with several Vice-Presi- 
dents and Secretaries. The Convention adopted 
the following resolutions, and on the 12th, at 
12 o^clock, adjourned: 

JResoloedy That as the delegation from States repre- 
sented in this Convention are assembled upon the basis 
of the platform recommended by a majority of the States 
atOharleston, which we indorse, we deem it unnecessary 
to talce any further action on the subject at the present 
time. 

Hesolvedj That when this Convention, adjourn it 
acyourn to meet in tliis city on Thursday, the 21st inst. ; 
provided that the President of this Convention may call 
it together at an earlier or a later day, if it be deemed 
necessary. 

The Convention reassembled on the 21st; 
but, without doing any business, adjourned to 
the following day, and so continued to meet and 
adjourn, awaiting the action of the Convention 
at Baltimore, till after the nomination of Breck- 
inridge and Lane ; when such of the Delegates 
as had not joined the Seceders in Baltimore, 
adopted the candidates and platform of the 
Breckinridge party, and adjourned sine die. 



THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC CONVEN- 
TION AT BALTIMORE. 

In accordance with the adjournment at 
Charleston, the National Democratic Convention 
reassembled at Baltimore, on Monday, the 18th 
June, and held their sessions in the Front street 
theatre. 

At eleven o'clock, President Gushing, who appeared on 
the platform but did not take the chair, directed the Se- 
cretary to call the roll of States in order to ascertain if 
the delegates were present. 

On the calling of the roll, the following States were 
found to be fully represented : Maine, New-Hampshire, 
Vermont. Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New- York, New- 
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Missouri, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Min- 
nesota, California, Oregon. 

Connecticut was represents In part, there being some 
misunderstanding as to the hour of meeting, which had 
been fixed at 10 o'clock. 

Two delegates were present from Delaware. 

When the State of South Carolina was called, the Chair 
directed that only those States be called which were 
present at the adjournment of the Convention at Charles- 
ton, consequently South Carojlna, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas and Tex&s, 
were not called. 

In consequence of a misapprehension as to the time, the 
President delayed calling the Convention to order till 12 
o'clock, when he took the Chair and said : 

Gbntlemkk of the Convkntion ; Permit me. In the first 

glace, to congratulate you upon your being reassembled 
ere for the discharge of your important duties in the 
interests of the Democratic party of the United States; 
and I beg leave, in the second place, to communicate to 
the Convention the state of the various branc)ie8 of its 



bosiness, as they now come np for consideration befor* 
you. 

Prior to the adjournment of the Convention, two pilnot- 
pal subjects of action were before it. One, the adoption 
of the doctrinal resolutions constituting the platform of 
the Convention ; the other, voting upon the question of 
the nomination of a candidate for the Presidency. 

In the course of the discussion on the adoption of » 
platform, the Convention adopted a vote, the effect of 
which was to amend the report of tlie majority of the 
Committee on Platform by substituting the report of the 
minority of that Committee ; and after the adoption of 
that motion, and the substitution of the minority for the 
majority report, a division was called for upon the 
several resolutions constituting that platform, being five 
in number. The 1st, 8d, 4th and 5th of those resolutions 
were adopted by the Convention, and the 2d was rejected. 
After the vote on the adoption of the 1st, 8d, 4th and 5lh 
of those resolutions, a motion was made in each ease to 
reconsider the vote, and to lay that motion of reconsid- 
eration upon the table. But neither of those motions to 
reconsider or to lay on the table was put, the patting of 
those motions having been prevented by the intervention 
of questions of privilege, and the ultimate vote competent 
in such case, to wit, on the adoption of the report of the 
majority as amended by the report of the minority, had 
not been acted upon by the Convention. So that at the 
time when the Convention adjourned there remained 
pending before it these motions, to wit ; To reconsider-— 
the resolutions constituting the platform, and the ulterior 
question of adopting the majority as amended by the 
substitution of the minority report. Those questions, and 
those only, as the Chair understood the motions before 
the Convention, were not acted upon prior to the adjourn- 
ment. 

After the disposition of the intervening questions of 
privilege, a motion was made by Mr. McCook, of Ohio, to 
proceed to vote for candidates for President and Vice- 
President. Upon that motion, the Convention instructed 
the Chair (not, as has been erroneously supposed, in the 
recess of the Convention, the Chair determining for the 
Convention, but the Convention instructing the Chair) to 
make no declaration of a nomination except upon a vote 
equivalent to two-thirds in the Electoral College of the 
United States, and upon that balloting, no such vote be- 
ing given, that order was, upon the motion of the gentle- 
man from Virginia (Mr. Russell), laid on the table, for the 
purpose of enabling him to propose a motion, which he 
subsequently did, that the Convention adjourn from the 
city of Charleston to the city of Baltimore, and with » 
provision concerning the filling of vacancies embraced in 
the same resolution, which resolution the Secretary will 
please read. 

The Secretary read the resolution as follows : 

" ReeoHved, That when this Convention adjourns to-day, it 
adjourn to reassemble at Baltimore, Md., on Monda;^, the 18th 
day of June, and tliat it be respectfully recommended to the 
Democratic party of the several States, to make provision for. 
supplying all vacancies in their respective delegates to thia 
Convention when it shall reassemble." 

The President. — The Convention will thus perceive that 
the order adopted by it provided, among other things, 
that it is respectfuliy recommended to the Democratio 
party of the several States to make provisions for sup- 
plying all vacancies in their respectives delegation to this 
Convention when it shall reassemble. What is the con* 
struction of that resolution ? — what is the scope of its ap- 
plication ?— is a question not for the Chair to determine 
or to suggest to the Convention, but for the Convention 
itself to determine. * 

However that may be, in the preparatory arrangemente 
for the present assembling of tliis Convention, there were 
addressed to the Cliair the credentials of members elected, 
or purporting to be elected, affirmed and confirmed by 
the original Conventions and accredited to this Conven- 
tion. In three of those cases, or perhaps four, the cre- 
dentials were authentic and complete, presenting no 
question of controverting delegates. In four otherf, to 
wit — the States of Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana and Dele- 
ware — there were contesting applications. Upon those 
applications the Chair was called to determiire whether 
it possessed any power to determine prima fade mem- 
bership of this Convention. That qurstion was presented 
'n its most absolute and complete form in the case of 
Mississippi, where there was no contest either through 
irregularity of form or of competing delegations, and 8u 
also in the cases of Florida, Texas and Arkansas. In 
those four States, there being an apparent auf.henticitj 
of commission, the Chair was called upon to determine 
the nalced, abstract question whether he had power, per- 
emptorily and preliminarily, to determine x\\q prima faoi^ 
membership of alleged members of this Convention.. The 
Chair would gladly have satisfied himself that he IimI thie 
power, but upon examining the source of iiis poweti to 
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wit — the roles of the House of Representatives — ^he was 
unable to discern that he had any authority, even 
prima faoU^ to scrutiniie and canvass credentials, 
although they were such as, upon their face, were free 
from contest or controversy either of form or of substance, 
and therefore he deemed it his duty to reserve the deter- 
mination of that question to be submitted to the Gonven- 
tion. And in due time tiie Chair will present that ques- 
tion as one of privilege to this body. 

Gentlemen, the Convention is now in order for the 
transaction of business. I 

The Address of the President was delivered 
in a clear,- loud voice, with much emphasis, and 
was listened to with close attention. The state- 
ment of the position in which the business was 
left at the time of the adjournment at Charles- 
ton, created an evident sensation, inasmuch as it 
indicated that, according to the opinion of the 
Chair, the platform question, as well as the re- 
solution declaring- that a vote equal to two-thirds 
of the full electoral college to be necessary to 
the nomination of a candidate for the Presi- 
dency, were each in a position to be again 
brought up for the action of the Convention. 

ADMISSION OF DELEGATES. 

Mr. Howard, of Tennessee, offered the following 
resolution : 

Mesolved, that the President of this Convention direct 
the Sergeant-at-Arms to issue tickets of admission to the 
delegates of the Convention as originally constituted and 
organhsed at Charleston. 

Sir. Cavanaugh, of Minnesota, moved to. lay the reso- 
lution on the table, and upon that motion called for a 
rote by States ; but by request withdrew his motion to 
permit Mr. Sanford E. Church, of N. Y., to offer the fol- 
lowing, which was read for the information of the Con- 
vention and created much excitement : 

Jttsolved^ That the credentials of all persons claiming 
seats in this Convention made vacant by the secession 
of delegates at Charleston be referred to the Committee 
on Credentials, and said Committee is hereby instructed, 
as soon as practicable, to examine the same and report 
the names of persons entitled to such seats, with the 
district — understanding, however, that every person ac- 
cepting a seat In this Convention is bound in honor and 
good faith to abide by the action of this Convention and 
support its nominations. 

After a running debate on questions of order, 
in which Messrs. Cochrane, of N. Y., Saulsbury, 
of Del., Clark, of Mo., Montgomery, of Pa., 
Cavanaugh, of Min., and the Chair participated. 

Mr. Church moved his resolution as an amendment to 
that offered by Mr. Howard, and upon that he called for 
the previous question. 

Messrs. Gilmor and Randall rose to debate the ques- 
tion, bat the Chair ruled debate not in order. 

Mr. Avery, of North Carolina. — I call for a division of 
the question, so that the first question shall be upon 
referring U;ose credentials to the Committee, and the 
second question upon the proposition to initiate test- 
Oaths in the Democratic Convention. [Applause.] 

The Chair could not entertain such a proposition at 
that time, as the previous question had been demanded. 
The question was — Would the Convention second the 
demand for the previous question ? 

Mr. Russell, of Va. — I ask that this Convention will 
allow me to make a friendly, candid and sincere appeal 
to the gentleman who made the call for the previous 
qoestion (Mr. Church, of New- York) to withdraw his 
•alL 

The President.— The Chah: has no authority over that 
qnestioo. 

Mr. Russell.— I ask the Chair to appeal to the gentle- 
man to allow fair play in this Convention. 

Mr. Stuart, of Mioh. — ^I insist that the Chair preserve 
•rder. 

The President. — The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Bnssell) is not in order. 

Mr. RusselL— If we are to be constrained to silence, I 
htig gentlemen to consider the silence of Virginia as 
■omewhat ominous. (Applause and hisses.) 

The question was stated to be upon seconding the 
demand for the previous question. Being taken i'it'a 
toes. 

The Presideiit stated that the noes appeared to have it. 



Mr. Richardson, of IlL, doubted the announcement, 
and asked that the vote be taken by States, which was 
ordered. 

Mr. Brodhead, of Pa., stated that Mr. Church was 
willing to withdraw his call for the previous question. 

The Chair decided that it was too late. 
Mr. Saulsbury, of Delaware, moved a recess to 4 p.m. 
Lost: 78^ to ITS*. 

Mr. Howard, of Tennessee. — I hold in my hand a respect- 
ful communication from one of the States of this Union, 
Mississippi, not now represented upon this floor, addressed 
to the President of tlds Convention. I desire that it be 
read for the information of the Convention. 

The President. — It cjm only be done by common consent, 
as the seconding the demand for the previous question is 
now pending. 

Cries of " object," " object," from various quarters. 

The President — Objection being made to reading this 
communication, the Secretary will proceed to call the roll 
of States upon the seconding the demand for the previous 
question. 

The question being then taken by States upon second- 
ing the demand for the previous question, it was not 
agreed to. 

Yea& — Maine, 6 ; New-Hampshire, 5 ; Vermont, A\ ; 
Massachusetts, 4 ; Connecticut, 8^ ; New-Jersey, 2i ; Penn- 
sylvania, 9i ; Maryland, 2 ; Missouri, 2i ; Tennessee, 8 ; 
Kentucky, U; Ohio, 28; Indiana, 18; Illinois, 11 ; Michi- 
gan, 6; Wisconshi, 5; Iowa, 4 ; Minnesota, 2^— 108i. 

Nays. — Maine, 2 ; Vermont, \ ; Massachusetts, 8i ; 
Rhode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, 2 — one absent ; New- York, 
85 ; New-Jersey, 4| ; Pennsylvania, 16J ; Delaware, 2 ; 
Maryland, 6; Virguiia, 15; North Carohna, 10; Arkansas, 
1 ; Missouri, 6| ; Tennessee, 8 ; Kentucky, lOi ; Minne- 
sota, li ; California, 4; Oregon, 8 — 140i. 

On calling the roll, the New-York delegation asked per- 
mission to retire for consultation, and during the interim 
there was an entire cessation of lousiness. The vote of the 
State as a unit was finally rendered against the call for the 
previous question. 

The question was then stated to be upon the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. Gilmor, of Pennsylvania, offered the following 
amendment to Mr. Church's resolution : 

Resolved^ That the President of the Convention be di- 
rected to issue tickets of admission to seats in the Conven- 
tion, to the delegates from the States of Texas, Florida, 
Mississippi, and Arkansas, in wlilch States there are no 
contesting delegations. 

Without taking a vote on Mr. Gilmor's resolution, the 
Convention, on motion of Mr. Randall, of Pa., took a re- 
cess till 5 P.M. 

.When the Convention reassembled, the President said : 
Mr. Randall, of Pennsylvania, has the floor upon an 
amendment moved by Mr. Gilmor, of Pennsylvania. 

Before proceeding in the debate, the Chair begs leave to 
state to the Convention that he has had placed in his hands 
the credentials of gentlemen claiming seats in the Conven- 
tion, from the States of Delaware, Georgia, Alabama, Flo- 
rida, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas, includ- 
ing in that enumeration the letter presented to the Con- 
vention, in his place, by Mr. Howard, of Tennessee, in be- 
half of the gentlemen claiming seats from the State of 
Mississippi, and in addition to that, there has been ad- 
dressed to the Chair, a communication from Mr. Chaf]fee, 
claiming a seat from the State of Massachusetts. Tlie Chair 
deems it his duty to communicate the fact to the Conven- 
tion that those several documents have been ]>laced in his 
hands, to be presented at the proper time to the considera- 
tion of the Convention. 

Mr. Gilmor, of Pennsylvania. — I have made a small ad- 
dition to the amendment I offered tlus morning to the 
amendment of the gentleman from New-Y^ork ( Mr. Church), 
for the purpose of covering the cases mentioned by the 
Chair just now. 

The amendment, as modified, was read as follows: 

Jiesol'cedj That the President of the Convention be au- 
thorized to issue tickets of admission to seats in this Con- 
vention, to the delegates from the States of Arkansas, 
Texas, Florida, and Mississippi, in which States there are 
no contesting delegations, and that in those States, to wit : 
Delaware, Georgia, Alabama, and Louisiana, where there 
are contesting delegations, a Committee on Credentials 
shall be appointed, by the several delegations, to report 
upon said States. 

After discussing points of order, Mr. Clark, of Missouri, 
offered a substitute for Mr. Gihnor's amendment, which 
was read for the information of the Convention, as fol- 
lows: 

Strike out the proviso hi the amendment of Mr. Church, 
of New-York, and add the following : 

Resolved^ That the citixens of the several States of the 
Union have an equal light to settle and remauv\sv\.\i%'^<«x. 



44 



A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 



Md. ; E. W. Habbard, Ta. ; R. R. Bridfres, N. 0. : B. F. 

Perry, 8. C. ; James B. Steadnuui, Ohio ; W. H. CaiToL 

Tenn. ; 8. A. Hall, Ind. ; W. J. AUen, IIL ; John M. 

Krum, Mo. ; Bei^- FoIIet, Wch. ; D. 0. Finch. Iowa ; 

P. tt Smiih, T\ls. ; H. H. Sibley, Minn. ; J. H. Beverly, 

Del ; Isaac J. fiterens, Oregon ; a. H. Morrow, Ken 

tucky ; D. 8. Gregory, CaL 
A paper was presented from Mr. OTallon, of Missoori, 
tlon pledjre themselves, and require all others who may be , who had acted at Charleston In the place of on« of the 
aathorfzed an dele^tes to make the same pledge, to sop- < regularly appointed delegates from that State, but had 
port the I^emocratic candidates, fairly and in good faith, ' been refused a ticket in Baltimore, asldng admission. — 
nominated by thb Convention according to the usages of j Hu case was referred to the Committee on Credentials. 



ritorfet of the United States, and to hold therein, unmo- 
Icated by any legislation whatever, their slave and otiier 
property ; and that this Convention recognizes the opinion 
of the Supreme Court of the United SUtes in the Dred 
Soott caM, ax a true expojiition of the Constitution in re- 
gard to the rights of the cithcens of the several States and 
Territories of the United States, upon all subjects concern- 
ing which it treats ; and that the members of this Conven- 



tbe National Democratic Party. 

Mr. Kandali then took the floor and opposed the amend- 
ment of .Mr. Church, and favored that of Mr. Gilmor. 

The amendment of the gentleman from New York im- 
poAes a condition upon the returning members of the 
several States that seceded at Charleston. I deny the 

fower of the Convention to impose any such condition, 
he right of their constituents is unqualified and 
beyond the power of this Convention, to send their re- 
presentatives to this bod/without condition and without 
limitation. ( Applause and hisses). It is an interference 
with the riglit of the constituents of seven seceding 
States to impose any qualification upon their represent- 
atives in this body. I deny its equity or its Justice. We 
who sit here— the honorable gentleman wlio moved the 
amendment, the President, the Vice-Presidents of this 
body— all who sit here, are unfettered by any such 
limitation or condition. (Applause.) What Justice in 
imposing upon others the condition that they shall come 
in here as slaves, with the bands and the iron fetters 
about them, with no right to exercise their judgment or 
their patriotism, except as the majority of this body 
may choone to indicate? I deny the power or the right. 
The proposition iias been put in the least offensive 
shape. 

It is said in the amendment that it is " understood." 
Understood ! an apology fur the broad declaration of a 
naked inva.'<ion of the lights of freemen. Not that the 
members of thi<) 'oody thus admitted have denied the 
right, but it U understood Ihat they are pledged to do 
wiirtt other incnibcrs are not pledged to do — to conform 
to tlie decision of tlie majority. Mr. President and gen- 
tletnen, 1 invoke you to look at the injustice of every 
such qualification — a qualification which no honorable 
man, except under very peculiar circumstances, could 
ever submit to ; a qualification which it is known that 
the representatives of these seven seceding States will 
never 8ui>mit to. (Applause and hisses.) But, Sir. Pre- 
sident and brethren of the great Democratic family, 
who are now contending for the success of the Demo- 
cratic cau.se, I ask you to halt, not simply upon the 
ground of ri;,'ht and ju-stice, but of policy. Not a mem- 
ber of this body but knows that the representatives of 
those States will not give any such pledge (applause 
and hisses); that it is tantamount to a declaration of 
secession from the body. (Applause and hisses.) 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Richardson, of 
111., Cochrane, of N. Y., Montgomery, of Pa., Merrick, 
of III., King, of Mo., and West of Ct., against Mr. Gil- 
mer's amendment, and by Messrs. Russell, of Ya., 
Ewing, of Tenn , Loring, of Mass., Ilonter, of Mo., 
Avery, of N. C, and Atkins, of Tenn., in favor. At last, 
Mr. Atkind moved the previous question, which was sus- 
tained, 'ms to 18^, and the Convention adjourned till 
Tuesday luorning. 

On the roas.seuibling of the Convention, Mr. Church 
asked and obtained unanimous consent to make a pro- 
position which he thought would produce harmony. He 
said: 

Upon consultation with the gentleman (Mr. Gilmor,, 
who moved tliat atnendment to my amendment, we 
have agreed, if it meets the approbation of this Conven- 
tion, for the purpose of harmonizing the action of this 
Convention, to an arrangement alike honorable to both 
tides, and which, if carried out, will terminate the con- 
troversy as to pending questions. The proposition which 
has been made and accepted is simply this : The gentle- 
man fi'Ofu I'ennsylvania (Mr. Gilmor) is to withdraw his 
amendment to my amendment, and then I am to with- 
draw the latter jiart of my resolutions, leaving only a 
simple rei>olulion of reference to the Committee on Cre- 
dentials. (Applause). 

This propusition was accepted, and the resolution, as 
thus amended, was adopted without a division. Vacan* 
cies in tlie Commit tee on Credentials were filled, and tlio 
committee, us now constituted, consisted of the following 
gentlemen : 

C. 1). Jameson, Me. ; A. P. Hughes, N. H. ; Stephen 
Thomas, Vt. ; Oliver Stevens, Mass. ; George II. Brown, 
K.'I. ; .hiiiu-s Gallagher, Conn. ; Delos De Wolfe, N. Y. ; 
A. K. Si)ear, N. J. ; II. M. iorth, Pa. ; W. S. Gittings, 



The memorial of the contesting delegates ft>om Arkan- 
sas was also presented, and was handed to the Commit- 
tee on Credentials. And the Committee took a recess 
till 5 P.M., at which time it reassembled, but, the Com- 
mittee on Credentials not being ready to report, the 
Convention, without transacting any lousiness, a4Joamed 
to 10 o'clock the following day, 20th. 

The Conyention met at the usual hour, on 
Wednesday, the 20th, but, in consequence of tho 
delay of the Committee ou Credentials in report- 
ing, no business was transacted. 

BEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

On Thursday, the 21st^ the Committee oa 
Credentials presented their report, or rather re- 
ports, for there were three ; the majority report 
being presented by Mr. Krum, of Missouri, as 
follows : 

1st. Resolved^ That George H. Gordon, E. Barksdalt, 
W. F. Barry, U. C. Chambers, Jos. K Davis, Beverly Mat- 
thew, Charles Clarke, W. L. Featherston, P. F. Slidell, 
C. G. Armistead, W. F. Avaunt, and T. J. Hucston, are 
entitled to seats in this Convention as delegates fh)m tlie 
State of Mississippi. 

2d. Renolted, That Pierre SouI6, F. Cotterman, B. 0. 
Wickliffe, Michael Ryan, Maunsell White, Charles Bleu* 
venala, Gustav Lenroy, J. C. Morse, A. S. Heron, N. D. 
Colburn, J. N. T. Richardson and J. L. Walker are entitled 
to seats in this Convention as delegates from t^e State of 
Louisiana. 

8d. Resolved^ That R. W. Johnson, T. C. Hindman, J. 
P. Johnson, Henry Carroll, J. Gould, and John A. Jor- 
dan, be entitled to seats as Delegates from the State of 
Arkansas, with power to cast tv>o votes, and that Thomai 
H. Bradley, AI. Hooper, and D. C. Cross be also admitted 
to seats as delegates from the same State, with power to 
cast one vote ; and, in case either portion of said dele- 
gates shall refuse or neglect to take theh: said seats and 
to cast their said votes, the other portion of said dele- 
gates taking seats In this Convention shall be entitled to 
cast the entire three votes of said State. 

4th. Resolved^ That J. M. Bryan, F. R. Lubbock, F. 8L 
Stockdale, E. Green, H. R. Runnels, Wm. B. OchUtree, 
M. W. Carey, Wm. H. Parrows, R. Ward, J. F. Crosby, B. 
Burrows, and Y. H. Manning are entitled to seats fiiom 
Texas. 

5th. Resolved^ That James A. Bayard and William G. 
Whlteley are entitled to seats from the county of New* 
Castle, Del. 

6th. Reaolvedy That K. S. Chaffee, who was duly admit- 
ted at Charleston as a delegate ft-om the fifth congreM- 
lonal district of Massachusetts, Is still entitled to said seal 
in this Convention, and that B. F. Hallett, who has ••» 
sumed said seat. Is not entitled thereto. 
• 7th. Resolved^ That John O'Fallon, who was duly ad- 
mitted at Charleston as a delegate from the eighth electo- 
ral district of Missouri, is still entitled to said seat in tUi 
Convention, and that Johnson B. Gardy, who has as- 
sumed said seat. Is not entitled thereto. 

8th. Resolved^ That R. A. Baker, D. C. Humphrej, 
John Forsyth, Wm. Jewett, I. I. Seibles, S. 0. Posey, 
L. E. Parsons, Joseph C. Bradley, Thomas B. Cooper, 
James Wiliiams, C. H. Brynan, Daniel W. Weaklej, 
L. M. B. Martyr, John W. Howard, W. R. R. Wyatt, B. 
Hanson, Thos. M. Matthews, and Norbert M. Lord are ea* 
titled to seats in the Convention as delegates from the 
State of Alabama. 

9th, Retol^vedj That the delegation from the State of 
Georgia, of which li. L. Benning is chairman, be ad- 
mitted to seats in the Convention, with power to cast ono* 
half of the vote of said State, and that the delegation 
from said State, of which Col. Gardner is chairman, be 
also admitted to the Convention, with power to cast one- 
half of the vote of said State ; and if either of said dele- 
gations refuse or neglect to cast the vote as above indi- 
cated, that in said case tbe delegates present in the Con- 
vention be authorized to cast the full vote of said Stato. 
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Mr. Steyens, of Oregon.— I rfae, Mr. President, to pre- 
sent the report of a minoritj of the Committee on cre- 
dentials, and I will proceed to read it ; 

MINORITY REPORT.' 

To the PreHdeirU of ths DemooraUo NcUUmaZ Conven- 
tion: 

^ : We, the undersigned, members of the Committee 
on Credentials, feel constrained to dissent ftrom many of 
the views and a large portion of the action of the major- 
ity of the Committee in respect to the rights of delegates 
to seats referred to them by the Convention, and to re- 
spectfully recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lutions : 

1. £Mol06d, That B. F. Hallett is entitled to a seat in 
this Convention, as a delegate from the filh Congression- 
al district of the State of Massachusetts. 

2. JiMolvedf That Johnson B. Gardy is entitled to a 
seat in this Convention as a delegate from the Sth Con- 
gressional district of the State of Missouri. 

8. JRe^ohoed^ That James A. Bayard and William G. 
WlUteley are entited to seats in this Convention as dele- 
gates from the State of Delaware. 

4 JRe»oloed^ That the delegation headed by R. W. 
Johnson arc entitled to seats in this Convention as dele- 
gates from the State of Arkansas. 

6. Eeaolived^ That the delegation of which George W. 
Bryan is chairman are entitled to seats in this Conven- 
tion from the State of Texas. 

ft. JResolved^ That the delegation of which John Tarle- 
tOD b chairman are entitled to seats in this convention 
as delegates from the State of Louisiana. 

T. Resolved^ That the delegation of which L. P. Walker 
is chairman are entitled to seats in this Convention as 
del^ates from the State of Alabama. 

8. That the delegation of which Henry L. Benning is 
dttfarman are entitled to seats in this Convention as dele- 
gates fl*om the State of Georgia. 

9. BttoUoed^ That the delegation from the State of 
Florida accredited to the Charleston Convention are in- 
Tiled to take seats in this Convention and cast the vote 
of Uie State of Florida. 

The Committee presented an elaborately 
argued report to sustain their resolutions, which 
was signed by 

1. 1. Stivkns, Oregon, E. W. Hubbard, Va., 
A. R. Speer, N. J., R. R. B ridge rs, N. 0., 
H. M. North, Penn., W. H. Carroll, Tenn., 
John H. Bewley, Del., (xeo. H. Morrow, Ky., 
D. S. Gregory, Cal. 

In the points of difference between the ma- 
jority and minority reports of the Committee 
on Credentials, I concur in the conclusions of 
the minority report in the cases of Georgia, 
Alabama, Missouri and Massachusetts. 

Aaron Y. Hughes, New-Hampshire. 

Mr. Gittings, of Maryland, presented still an- 
other report, concluding with the follbwing 
resolutions : 

BsBot^edj That so mnch of the majority report of the 
Committee -on Credentials as relates to Massachusetts, 
Mhionri, Delaware, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana and 
Texas, be adopted. 

Bttoivedf That the delegation of which L. P. Walker 
is ehairman, be, and they are hereby, declared the only 
repdarly authorised representatives of the State of 
Alabama, and as snch are entitled to seats in the 
National Democratio Convention. 

Mr. SteTens demanded the previous question, 
which was sustained by the Convention, and 
the main question was ordered, but, without 
taking the vote, the Convention adjourned. 

When the Convention assembled on the 22d, 
Mr. Gittings withdrew his report, which brought 
the minority report proper — that of Mr. Ste- 
Tens, of Oregon — first in order, and the question 
bttDg put on the substitution of the whole 
mmority report fpr the report of the majority, 
the motion was lost, lOOJ^ to 150, as follows : 

TSAS— Maine, Si; New-Hampshire, ^; Vermont, 1^; 
MMisnhmette, 8 ; Connectieot, 8i ; New-Jersey, 4 ; Penn- 



sylvania, 17 ; Delaware, 3 ; Maryland, 5i ; Virginia, 14 ; 
North Carolina, 9 ; Arkansas, i ; Missuun, 5; lenDessee, 
10 ; Kentucky, 10 : Minnesota, H : California, 4 ; Oregon, 
8—100*. 

Nats— Maine, 5* ; New-Hampshire, 4* ; Vermont, 8^ ; 
Massachusetts, 5 ; JRliode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, 8i ; 
New- York, 86; New-Jersey, 8; Pennsylvania, 10; Mary- 
land, 2 ; Virginia, 1 ; North Carolina, 1 ; Arkansas, \ ; 
MissourL4: Tennessee, 1; Kentucky, 2; Ohio, 28; In- 
diana, 13 ; Illinois, 11 ; Michigan, 6 ; Wisconsin, 5 ; Iowa, 
4 ; Minnesota, 2H-1&0. 

Maryland, ^ vote not voted ; Tennessee, 1 vote not cast. 

The question then recurred on adopting the majority 
report. A division being called for, the vote was taken 
on the first resolution, admitting the original delegates 
from Mississippi, which was adopted almost unanimously, 
250 to 2f 

The vote was then taken on the second resolution, 
admitting the Soule (Douglas) Delegates from Louisiana, 
which resulted — Ays, 158 ; Nays, 9ti — as follows : 

YsAS — Maine, 5i ; New-Uampshire, 4^ ; Vermont, 4* ; 
Massachusetts, 5; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, d^; 
New- York, 85 ; New- Jersey, 2^ ; Pennsylvania, 10 ; Mary- 
land, 2^ ; Virginia, 1 ; North Carolina, 2 ; Arkansas, *- ; 
Missouri. 4 : Tennessee, 2 ; Kentucky, 2 ; Ohio, 28 ; In- 
diana, 1» ; Illinois, 11 ; Michigan, 6 ; Wisconsin, 5 ; Iowa, 
4 ; Minnesota, 2*— 158. 

Nats— Maine, 2* ; New-Hampshire, i ; Vermont, ^ ; 
Massachusetts, 8 ; Connecticut, 2*- ; N ew-Jersey, 4^ ; 
Pennsylvania, 17 ; Delaware, 2; Maryland, 5* ; Virginia, 
18 ; North Carolina, 8 ; Arkansas, i ; Missouri, 5 ; Ten- 
nessee, 10; Kentucky, 10; Minnesota, 1*-;* California, 
4; Oregon, 8— 98. 

So the second resolution was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the third resolution, ad- 
mitting Col Uindman and his colleagues (the original dele- 
gates) with power to cast two votes, and Mr. Hooper and 
his colleagues (the contestants) with power to cast one 
vote ; and providing that, if either set of delegates refuse 
to take seats, the other shall be entitled to cast the whole 
vote of the State, (Arkansas). 

A division of tlie question being called for, the President 
decided that the resolution was divisible. 

The question was taken on the three several propositions, 
viz. :— 1st. ^e admission of the Hindman delegates, which 
was adopted, 182 to 69. 2d. The admission of the Hooper 
delegates, which was adopted, 150 to lOO^-. Sd. On the 
giving power to one set to cast the whole vote if the other 
set withdrew, which was adopted without a division. 

A vote was then taken on the fourth resolution of the 
majority report, admitting the original delegation ft-om 
the State of Texas, which was adopted almost unani- 
mously. 

A vote was next taken on the fifth resolution, admitting 
Bayard and Whiteley from Delaware. Adopted without di- 
vlsion. 

The sixth resolution, giving R. L. Chaffee the seat in the 
Massachusetts delegation contested by Mr. Hallett, was 
then adopted — yeas, 188, nays, li 1^. 

Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, at this point, made motions to re- 
consider each vote taken, and to lay the same on the ta- 
ble, it being understood that the motions were not to be 
put till votes on all the propositions had been taken. 

The seventh resolution, declaring J. OTallon entitled to 
the seat in the Allssouri delegauon claimed by John B. 
Gardy, was then adopted — ^yeas, 188}, nays, 112. 

The eighth resolution, admitting the contesting delegates 
from Alabama, was next adopted. Yeas, 148]^ ; Nays, 
lOU. 

The question then being on the ninth and last resolution 
of the majority report, admitting both delegations from 
Georgia, and dividing the vote of the State between them, 
with the provision that, if either refused to take seats, the 
remaining delegates cast the vote of the State. 

Before the vote was taken, Mr. Seward, of Georgia, pre- 
sented a communication from Col. Gardner, Chairman of 
the contesting delegates from Georgia, withdrawing from 
the contest, and the resolution was lost — 106}^ to 145. The 
original (seceding) delegation from Georgia, headed by 
H. L. Benning, was subsequently admitted. 

The President stated the next question to be upon lay- 
ing upon the table the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the Convention refused to substitute the resolu- 
tions reported by the minority of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials for those reported by the majority of said Com- 
mittee. 

The question being then taken by States, the motion to 
lay on the table was not agreed to— yeas, 118^ ; Nays, 128^ 
— as follows : 

Yeas — Mahie, 6} ; New-Hampshire, 8 ; Vermont, 4} ; 
Massachusetts, 5 ; Rhode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, 8i ; New* 
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Jersey, 8J ; Pennsylyania, 10 ; Maryland, 2 ; North Oaro- 
Una, 1 ; Arkansas, i ; Missouri, 4^ ; Kentucky, 2 ; Ohio, 
28; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11^ Michigan, 6; Wisconsin, 6; 
Iowa, 4 ; Minnesota, 2) — 118t. 

Nats — Maine, 2i ; New-Hampshire, 2 ; Yermont, i ; 
Massachusetts, 8 ; Connecticut, "^ ; New- York, 85 ; New- 
Jersey, 8i ; Pennsylyania, 17 ; Delaware, 2 ; Maryland, 
6 ; Virginia, 15 ; North Carolina, 9 ; Arkansas, i ; Missouri, 
ii; Tennessee, 12; Kentucky, 10; Minnesota, 1^; Cali- 
fornia, 4 ; Oregon, 8— 188^. 

When New- York was called, her delegates asked time 
to consult, but finally gave her thirty-five votes against 
the motion to lay upon the table, which, had it prevailed, 
would have precluded all further reconsideration of the 
subject. 

The question recurred upon the motion to reconsider the 
vote rejecting the minority resolutions. 

Mr. Cessna, of Pa., moved the previous question, which 
was sustained, and the question being taken by States, 
the motion to reconsider was rejected — 108 to 149— as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas -Maine, 2J ; New-Hampshire, 2 ; Vermont, 1 ; Mas- 
sachusetts, 8 ; Connecticut, 2i ; New-Jersey, 4k ; Pennsyl- 
vania, 17 ; Delaware, 2 ; Maryland, 6 ; VirgUiia, 15 ; North 
Oarolina, 9 ; Arkansas, i ; Missouri, 4^ ; Tennessee, 10 ; 
Kentucky, 10; Minnesota, Ik ; California, 4 ; Oregon, 8— 
103. 

Nats — Maine, 6i ; New-Hampshire, 8 ; Vermont, 4 ; Mas- 
sachusetts, 5 ; Rhode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, 8i ; New- 
York, 85; New-Jersey, 2i ; Pennsylvania, 10; Maryland, 
2 ; North Carolina, 1 ; Arkansas, i ; Missiouri, 4i ; Ten- 
nessee, 2 ; Kentucky, 2 ; Ohio, 23 ; Indiana, 18 ; Illinois, 
11 ; Michigan, 6 ; Wisconsin, 5 ; Iowa, 4 ; Minnesota, 2^ — 
149. 

The several motions to lay on the table the question of 
reconsidering the votes by which each of the resolutions 
of the majority had been adopted, were then put and car- 
ried in the afiirmative, and the several delegates who had 
been voted in were then admitted to seats. 

VIRGINIA WITHDRAWS. 

Mr. Russell, of Virginia.— If it be the pleasure of your- 
self, Mr. President and the Convention, I will now make 
the brief announcement of which I made mention this 
morning. 

I will detain the Convention but a very brief time. I 
understand that the action of this Conventfbn upon the 
various questions arising out of the reports from the 
Committee on Credentials has become final, complete and 
irrevocable. And it has become my duty now, by direc- 
tion of a large majority of the delegation from Virginia, 
respectfully to inform this body that it is inconsistent 
with their convictions of duty to participate longer in its 
deliberations. (Loud applause in the Convention and in 
the galleries, with loud cries from the galleries.) 

The disorder continued for some minutes, after which 

Mr. Russell resumed — The delegates from Virginia, 
who participate in this movement, have come to the con- 
clusion which I have announced, after long, mature and 
anxious deliberation, and after, in their judgment, hav- 
ing exhausted all honorable efforts to obviate this neces- 
sity. In addition to the facts which appear upon your 
record, I desire the attention of this body long enough 
only to state that it is ascertained that tlie delegations 
to which you, sir, under the order of this Convention, 
have just directed tickets to be issued— some of them at 
least and all of them whom we regard as the representa- 
tives of the Democracy of their States— will decline to 
join here in the deliberations of this body. For the rest, 
the reasons which impel us to take this important step 
will be rendered to those to whom only we are responsi- 
ble, the Democracy of the Old Dominion. To you, sir, 
and to the body over which you preside, I have only to 
say In addition that we bid you a respectful adieu. 

The portion of the delegation from Virginia which re- 
tired then left their seats and proceeded out of the Ilall, 
shaking hands with members of various delegations as 
they passed along. 

Mr. Moffdtt, of Virginia — made a speech in 
defense of his course, and that of his colleagues 
who remained in the Convention. 

WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. Lander, of North Carolina. — Mr. President, painful 
as the duty Is, it ia, nevertheless, my duty to announce 
here, as a representative of the delegates from North Caro- 
lina, that a very large majority of them are compelled to 
retire" pennanently from this Convention on account of the 
unjust action, as we conceive, that has this day been per- 
petrated upon some of our sovereign States and fellow 
citizens stf the South. We of the South have heretofore 



maintained and supported the Northern Democracy for tbe 
reason that they are willing to attribute to ns In the Sooth 
equality in the Union. The vote to-day has satisfied the 
majority of the North Carolina delegates that, that being 
refused by our brethren of the Northern Democracy, North 
Carolina— llip Van Winkle, as you may call her— can no 
longer remain in tliis Convention. The rights of sovereign 
States and of gentlemen of the South have been denied by 
a majority of this body. We cannot act, as we conceive, 
in view of this wrong. I use the word " wrong " with no 
Intention to reflect upon those gentlemen of the North 
Carolina delegation who differ with me or with the majority 
of the delegation. For these reasons, without assigning 
any more, as I have no idea of inflicting a speech upon 
this Convention, who are in no state of preparation to re- 
ceive it, I announce that eight out of ten of the votes of 
North Carolina ask to retire. 

WITHDRAWAL OF TENNESSEE. 

Mr. Ewlng, of Tennessee. — Mr. President, In behalf of 
the delegation from Tennessee, I beg leave to address this 
Convention upon this occasion, so important, and, to us, 
so solemn in its consequences. The delegation from Ten- 
nessee have exhibited, so far as they knew how, every dls- 
I)osltlon to harmonize this Convention, and to bring its 
labors to a happy result. They were the first, when the 
majority platform was not adopted, to seek for some pro- 
posltloh for compromise — sometliing that would enable us 
to harmonize. They have a candidate who was dear to 
them. They cast away his prospect for the sake of har- 
mony. They have yielded all that they can. They have 
endeavored, with all tlielr power, to accomplish the result 
they came here for ; but they fear that the result is not to 
be accomplished in a manner that can render a just and 
proper account to their constituents. We hs^ve consulted 
together, and, after anxious and long deliberation, without 
knowing exactly what phase this matter might finallynre* 
sent, we have not adopted any decisive rule for our action; 
but a large majority of our delegates — some twenty to four 
— have decided that^ upon the result now obtained, we 
shall ask leave of this Convention to retire, that we may 
consult and announce our final action. We shall take no 
further part In the deliberations of this Convention, unless 
our minds should change ; and of that I can offer yon no 
reasonable hope. 

A PORTION OF MARYLAND WITHDRAWS.- 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland. — Mr. President, I am auth<»^ 
ized by my colleagues to report the state of facts in regud 
to a portion of the Maryland delegation. Representing. 
In part, a district in Maryland upon which the first bloM 
of the irrepressible conflict was shed, a district wMch sent 
fifteen men in midwinter to the rescue of Philadelphia 
and New-Jersey, we are obliged now to take a step'whioh 
dissolves our connection with you, and to bid you a final 
adifu. Wc have made all sacrifices for the grand old 
Democratic! party, whose mission it has been to preserve 
the Constitution and to care for the Republic for more 
than sixty years, until it now seems as if you were g(^big 
to substitute a man in the place of principle. (CaiUs to 
order. ) I desire to be respectful. I desire to say that the 
action of the majority of the late Convention — a majorby 
created by the operation of a technical unit rule imposed 
upon the Convention contrary to Democratic precedenl 
and usage — States have been disfranchised, and distrietB 
deprived of their rights, untU, in our opinion, it Is no longer 
consistent with our honor or our rights, or the right* oi 
our constituents, to remain here. Cherishing deeply and 
warmly the remembrance of the many gallant deeds yott 
have done for us In times past, hoping that hereafter no 
occasion may ever occur to weaken this feeling, I now, on 
behalf of the representatives of Maryland, tell yon tbiA . 
in all future time, and in all future contests, our lot is east 
with the people of the South. Their God shall be our God, 
and their country our country. (Applause.) 

Mr. Glass, of Virginia, declined any further 
participation in the proceedings ot the Conven- 
tion, but did not indorse the action of his col* 
leagues in withdrawing. 

Mr. Watterson, of Tennessee, declined to 
withdraw. 

CALIFORNIA WITHDRAWS — AN EXCIVSMENT. 

Mr. Smith, of California, said : While I cannot tay 
with the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones) that my 
Democracy dates back to that time o/ wiiieh I have no ro- 
coilection, yet I can say that it is unspotted as the vault 
of heaven. California is here witli melanciioly face — 
Calirornia is here with a lacerated heart, l)leeling and 
weeping over the downfall and the destruction of ilie Un^ 
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moeratic party. (Applause and laughter.) Yei, sir, the 
destruction of the Democratio party, consumirated by 
iftssasslns now grinning upon this floor. (Loud cries of 
•* order," ^^ order," " put him out," and great confusion.) 

DELAWARE WITHDRAWS. 

Mr. Snulsbury did not desire to occupy the attention of 
the Convention but for a moment. The delegates from his 
State had done all in their power to promote the harmony 
and uuity of this C6nvention, and it was their purpose to 
continue to do so. I am, however, instructed by tlie 
delegation to announce that they desire to be excused 
from voting on any further ballots or votes, unless cir- 
cumstances, should alter this determination. It is our 
desire to be'left free to act or not act, their desire being 
to leave the question open for the consideration of their 
constituents after their return home. 

Mr. Steele, of North Carolina, briefly addressed the 
Convention, stating that he, for the present, at least, 
should not retire. 

After explanations and debase, the motion "Shall the 
main question be now put," (to go into nomination of can- 
didates for President and Vice-President) was carried, and 
the Convention adjourned. 

KENTUCKY WITHDRAWS IN PART. 

On Saturday (23d), Mr. Caldwell, of Kentucky, in be- 
half of the delegation from that State, said : 

The circumstances in which we (the Kentucky Dele- 
gation) are placed are exceedingly embarrassing, and we 
have not therefore been enabled to come to an entirely 
harmonious conclusion. The result is, however, that nine 
of the delegates of Kentucky remain in the Convention. 
(applause.) There are ten delegates who withdraw from 
the Convention. 

The exact character of their withdrawal is set forth in a 
•ingle paragraph, with their names appended, which I 
desire the Secretary to read before I sitdoin^i. There are 
five others — completing the delegation<^who desire for 
the present to suspend their connection with the action 
of tliis Convention. I will add here, that there may be 
Jio misunderstanding, that I myself am one of those five, 
aod we have also signed a short paper, which 1 shall also 
uk the Secretary to read to the Convention. 

I am requested by those who withdraw from the Con- 
vention, and by those who suspend their action for the 
present with the Convention, to say that it is their wish 
tliat their seats in this Convention shall not be filled or 
occupied by any others ; and that no one shall claim the 
li^t to cast their votes. The right of those remaining in 
the Convention to cast their individual vote, is not by us 
qaestioned in any degree. But we enter our protest 
a^inst any one casting our vote. 

I will ask the Secretary to read the papers I have indi- 
cated, and also one which a gentleman of our delegation 
has handed me, which lie desires to be read. I ask that 
the three papers be read. 

The first paper read was signed James G. 
Leach, the writer of which animadverted in 
rather strong terms upon the action of the Con- 
Tention, in the matter of the admission and 
rejection of delegates from certain States. The 
communication was regarded as disrespectful to 
the Convention, and, on motion of Mr. Payne, 
of Ohio, it was returned to the writer. The 
Secretary then read the other two communica- 
tions from the Kentucky delegation as follows : 

To the Hon. Caleb CtMhing, President of the National 
JDemocraiio ConventioUj assembled in the city of 
Baltimore : 

The Democratic Convention for the State of Kentucky, 
held in the city of Frankfort, on the 9th day of January, 
lJb&\ amoiig others, adopted the following resolution : 

MsMioedy That we pledge the Democracy of Kentucky 
to an honest and industrious support of the nominee of 
the Charleston Convention. 

Since the adoption of this resolution, and the assembling 
of this Convention, e\ ?nts have transpired not then con- 
templated, notwithstanding which we have labored dili- 
geotly to pieseive tlic harmony and unity of said Con- 
Tention; but oiscoi'd and disintegration have prevailed 
to such an extent that we feel that our efforts cannot 
aceomplibh th>s end. 

Therefore, without intending to vacate our seats, or to 
Jdn or participate in any other Convention or organiza- 
tion in this city, and with the intention of again co- \ 
operating viith this Convention, should its uuity and j 
barmony be restored by any future event, we now de- 



clare that we will not participate in the meantime in the 
deliberations of this Convention, nor hold ourselves or 
constituents bound by its action, but leave both at fall 
liberty to act as future circumstances may dictate. 
N. W. Williamson, W. Bradlev, 

G. A. Caldwell, Sahu£L B. Fikld, 

Thos. J. YOUNO. 

Hesoleedy That the Chairman of our delegation be 
instructed to inform the Convention in our behalf that. In 
the present condition of that body, we deem it inconsist- 
ent with our duty to ourselves and our constituents to 
participate further in its deliberations. Our reasons for 
so doing will be given to the Democracy of Kentucky. 
Jno. Dishman, L. Grkrn, 

J. S. Kendall, R. M. Johnson, 

Jos. B. Beck, Cal. Butler, 

D. W. Qqakles, R. Nickbk, 

Colbert Ckcil, , Jamiss G. Leach. 

Mr. Reed, of Ky., spolte briefly in defense of 
the course of the nine delegates from that State, 
who remained with the Convention. 

MISSOURI DEFINES HER POSITION. 

Mr. Clarlc, of Missouri, announced as the re- 
sult of a consultation of a portion of the Mis- 
souri delegation, that two of that delegation 
had decided to withdraw from the Convention. 

Mr. Hill, of N. C, who had refused to retire 
with his colleagues on the previous day, now 
announced his intention of withdrawing. 

Mr. Cessna, of Pennsylvania, called for the 
vote upon his resolution to proceed to nominate 
candidates for President and Vice-President. 

MR. GUSHING RESIGNS THE CHAIR. 

Mr. Cushing resigned his post as presiding 
officer, in a brief speech, and left the chair. 

Gov. Tod, of Ohio, immediately assumed the 
chair, and was greeted with enthusiastic and 
hearty cheers. After order was restored, he 
said : 

As the present presiding officer of this Convention by 
common consent of my brother Vice-Presidents, witL 
great diffidence I assume the chair. When I announce 
to you that for thirty-four years I have stood up in that 
district so long misrepresented by Joshua R. Giddings, 
with the Democratic banner in my hand (applause), I 
know that 1 shall receive the good wishes of this Conven- 
tion, at least, for the discharge of the duties of the chair. 
If there are no privileged questions intervening, the 
Secretary will proceed with the call of the States. 

MASSACHUSETTS DESIRES A HEARING. 

Mr. Butler, of Mass., addressed the chair, and desired 
to present a protest. Objection was made by Mr. 
Cavanaugh, of Minnesota, and the States were called on 
the question of proceeding to a vote for President. 
When Massachusetts was called, Mr. Butler said : Mr. 
President, I have the instruction of a majority of the 
delegation from Massachusetts to present a written pro- 
test. I will send it to the Chair to have it read. (Calls 
to order.) And further, with your leave, I desire to say 
what I think will be pleasant to this Convention. First, 
that, while a majority of the delegation from Massachu- 
setts do not purpose further to participate in the doings 
of this Convention, we desire to part, if we may, to meet 
you as friends and Democrats again. We desire to part 
in the same spirit of manly courtesy with which we came 
together. Therefore, if you will allow me, instead of 
reading to you a long document, I will state, within par- 
liamentary usage, exactly the reasons why we take the 
step we do. 

Thanking the Convention for their courtesy, allow me 
to say that though we have protested against the action 
of this body excluding the delegates, although we are not 
satisfied with that action — 

We have not discussed the question, Mr. President, 
whether the action of the Convention, in excluding cer- 
tain delegates, could be any reason for withdrawal We 
now* put our withdiawal before you, upon the simple 
ground, among others, that there has been a withdrawal 
in part of a majority of the States, and further (and that, 
perhaps, more personal to myself), upon the ground that 
1 will not sit in a Convention where the Afiican shkvei- 
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trade — ^which \b piracj bj the laws of my country— is ap- 
proyingly advocated, (ti-reat sensatioD.) 

A portion of the Massachusetts delegation here retired. 

Mr. Stevens, of Massachusetts, said— I am not ready 
at tliis moment to cast the vote of Massachusetts, the 
delegation being in consultation as to their rights. 

The call proceeded, the chairman of each Con- 
yentioii maJ^ing a speech on delivering the vote 
of his State ; and Mr. Stevens finally stated that, 
although a portion of the Massachusetts delega- 
tion had withdrawn, he was instructed by his 
remaining colleagues to cast the entire vote of 
the State. 

Mr. Russell, of New York, withdrew the name 
of Horatio Seymour as a candidate. The fol- 
lowing is the result of the ballotings for Presi- 
dent: 

riRST BALLOT. BSGOND VALLOT. 

•a y 

STATES. S a «> S § 4> 

^ a t: 5 •§ -c 

o s o S; 9 

P no p m o 

Maine 6i — — .... 7 — — 

Mew-Uampshire.. 5 — — .... 6 — — 

Vermont 5 — — ....6 — — 

Massachusetts 10 — — ....10 — — 

Khode Island.... 4 — — .... 4 — — 

Connecticut 8t 1 — .... Sk * — 

New-York. 85 — — ....85 — — 

New-Jersey 2^ — — 2^ — — 

Pennsylvania ...10 8 8 ....10 T 2i 

Maryland 2i — — .... 2^ — — 

Vb-ginia U — —....8 — — 

North Carolina. ..1 — — ...1 — — 

Alabama 9 — — ....9 — — 

Louisiana 6 — — .... 6 — — 

Arkansas 1 ^ — .... H — — 

Missouri. 4i — U.... 4i — U 

Tennessee 8 — — 8 — — 

Kentucky — — 4*.... 8 — 1* 

Ohio 23 — — ....28 — — 

Indiana 18 — — 18 — — 

UUnois 11 — —....11 — — 

Michigan 6 — — .... 6 — — 

Wisconsin 5 — — 6 — — • 

Iowa 4 — — .... 4 — — 

Minnesota 2^ ^ 1 .... 4 — — 

Total lT3i 6 10 18U U H 

On the first ballot, Henry A, Wise, of Virginia, received 
^ a vote from Maryland; Bocock, of Va., received 1 vote 
Irom Virginia ; Daniel S. Dickinson, i vote from Virginia; 
and lloratio Seymour 1 vote from Pennsylvania. 

On the announcement of the first ballot, Mr. Church, of 
New- York, ofifered the following : 

Jieaol/ved unanimously^ That Stephen A. Douglas, of 
the State of Illinois, having now received two-thirds of all 
the votes given in this Convention, is hereby declared, in ac- 
cordance with the rules governing this body, and in accord- 
ance with the uniform customs and rules of former Demo- 
cratic National Conventions, the regular nominee of the 
Democratic party of the United States, for the office of 
President of the United States. 

Mr. Jones, of Pennsylvania, raised the point of order, 
that the resolution proposed practically to rescind a rule 
of the Convention (requiring two-thirds of a fvdl Conven- 
tion, 202 votes, to nominate), and could not, under the 
rules, be adopted without one day's notice. 

The Chair ruled that the resolution was in order, and 
after a lengthy and animated debate it was withdrawn till 
after another ballot should be taken. When the result of 
the second ballot had been announced, Mr. Church's re- 
solution was called up again and passed. 

Benj. Fitzpatrick, of Alabama, was nominated 
for Vice-President, receiving 198 J votes, and 
Mr. William 0. Alexander, of N. J., 1. [Mr. 
Fitzpatrick declined- the nomination two days 
afterward, and the National Committee supplied 
the vacancy, by the nomination of Uerschel V. 
Johnson, of Georgia]. 

Gov. Wickliffe, of Louisiana, offered the following resola 

tion as an addition to the Platform adopted at Charleston 

£6B0lV6dj That in its accordance with the interpreta 



tion of the Cincinnati Platform, l^uib, dming the exbteace 
of the Territorial Governments, the measure of restric- 
tion, whatever it may be, imposed by the Federal Gonstl- 
tution on the power of the Territorial Legislature over the 
subject of the domestic relations, as the same has been, or 
shall hereafter be, finally determined by the Supreme Court 
of the United States, should be respected by all good citi- 
zens, and enforced with promptness and fidelity by every 
branch of the General Government. 

Mr. Payne, of Ohio, moved the previous ques- 
tion, and this resolution was adopted, with only 
two dissenting votes. 

THE SECEDERS* CONVENTION. 

The delegates who had withdrawn from the 
Convention at the Front-Street Theater, to- 
gether with the delegations from Louisiana and 
Alabama, who were refused admission to that 
Convention, met at tjhe Maryland Institute on 
Saturday the 28th of June. Twenty-one States 
were represented either by full or partial dele- 
gations. The States not represented at all 
were Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, 
Michigan, New-Hampshire, New-Jersey, Ohio, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, and Wisconsin. 

The Hon. Caleb Cushing, of Massachusetts, 
was chosen to preside, assisted by vice-pre- 
sidents and secretaries. 

The Convention adopted a rule requiring a 
vote of two-thirds of all the delegates present 
to nominate candidates for President and Vice- 
President ; tilso that each delegate cast the vote 
to which he is entitled, and that each State cast 
only the number of votes to which it is entitled 
by its actual representation in the Convention* 

The delegates from South Carolina and 
Florida accredited to the Richmond Conven- 
tion, were invited to take seats in this. 

A committee of five, of which Mr. Caleb 
Cushing was chairman, was appointed to ad- 
dress the Democracy of the Union upon the 
principles which have governed the Convention 
in making the nominations, and in vindication 
of the principles of the party. The Convention 
also decided that the next Democratio 
National Convention be held at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Avery, of N. C, chairman of Committee 
on Resolutions, reported, with the unanimous 
sanction of the Committee, the Platform re- 
ported by the majority of the Platform Com- 
mittee at Charleston, and rejected by the Con- 
vention, (see page 80) which was unanimously 
adopted. 

The Convention adopted a resolution in- 
structing the National Committee not to issue 
tickets of admission to their next National Con- 
vention in any case where there is a bonajide 
contestant. 

The Convention then proceeded to ballot for 
a candidate for President ; and John 0. Breckin- 
ridge, of Ky., received the unanimous vote of 
the delegates present as follows : 

Vermont ^ 

Massachusetts. 8 

New-York 2 

Pennsylvania.. 4 

Maryland. 4^ 

Virginia lU 

North Carolina. 8^ 



Florida. 8 

Alabama 9 

Louisiana 6 

Mississippi .... 7 

Texas 4 

Arkansas 4 

Missouri 1 



Tennessee 9l 

Kentucky..... 4^ 
Minnesota. .... 1 

California 4 

Oregon........ S 
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Georgia 10 

For Vice-President Gen. Joseph Lane, of 
Oregon, received the unanimous vote of the 
Convention (105), on the first ballot. And 
then, after listening to a speech from Mr. Taney, 
the Convention adjourned sine die* 
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SLAYXBT IN THK COLONIES. 

Lust of gold and power was the main im- 
pulse of Spanish migration to the regions beyond 
the Atlantic And the soft and timid Abori- 
gines of tropical America, especially of its 
islands, were first compelled to surrender what- 
eTer they possessed of the precious metals to 
the imperious and grasping strangers ; next 
forced to disclose to those strangers the sources 
whence they were most readily obtained ; and 
finally driven to toil and delve for more, wher- 
ever power and greed supposed they might 
most readily be obtained. From this point, the 
transition to general enslavement was ready and 
rapid. The gentle and indolent natives, unac- 
customed to rugged, persistent toil, and revolt- 
ing at the harsh and brutal severity of their 
Christian masters, had but one unfailing re- 
source — death. Through privation, hardship, 
exposure, fatigue and despair, they drooped and 
died, until millions were reduced to a few miser- 
able thousands within the first century of Span- 
ish rule in America. 

A humane and observant priest (Las Casas,) 
witnessing these cruelties and sufferings, was 
moved by pity to devise a plan for their termi- 
nation, lie suggested and urged the policy of 
substitutHig for these feeble and perishing 
•• Indians " the hardier natives of Western Af- 
rica, whom their eternal wars and marauding 
invasions were constantly exposing to captivity 
and sale as prisoners of war, and who, as a race, 
might be said to be inured to the hardships and 
degradations of Slavery by an immemorial ex- 
perience. The suggestion was unhappily ap- 
prored, and the woes and miseries of the few 
remaininc^ Aborigines of the islands known to 
nt as " West Indies,'* were inconsiderably pro- 
longed by exposing the whole continent for un- 
numbered generations to the evils and horrors 
of African Slavery. The author lived to per- 
ceiTe and deplore the consequences of his ex- 
pedient. 

The sanction of the Pope having been ob- 
tained for the African Slave-trade by represen- 
tations which invested it with a look of philan- 
thropy, Spanish and Portuguese mercantile 
ararioe was readily enlisted in its prosecution, 

4 



and the whole continent, North and South of 
the tropics, became a Slave-mart before the 
close of the sixteenth century. 

Holland, a comparatively new and Protestant 
State, unable to shelter itself from the re- 
proaches of conscience and humanity behind a 
Papal bull, entered upon the new traffic more 
tardily ; but its profits soon overbore all scruples, 
and British merchants were not proof against the 
glittering evidences of their success. But the 
first slave ship that ever entered a North 
American port for the sale of its human mer- 
chandise, was a Dutch trading-vessel which 
landed twenty negro bondmen at Jamestown, 
the nucleus of Virginia, almost simultaneously 
with the landing of the Pilgrims of the May- 
flower on Plymouth Rock, December 22d, 1620. 

The Dutch slaver had chosen his market with 
sagacity. Virginia was settled by Cavaliers — 
gentlemen-adventurers aspiring to live by their 
own wits and other men*s labor — with the neces- 
sary complement of followers and servitors. 
Few of her pioneers cherished any earnest liking 
for downright, persistent, muscular exertion ; 
yet some exertion was urgently required to clear 
away the heavy forest which all but covered the 
soil of the infant colony, and grow the tobacco 
which early became its staple export, by means 
of which nearly everything required by its 
people but food was to be paid for in England. 
The slaves, therefore, found ready purchasers 
at satisfactory prices, and the success of the first 
venture induced others ; until not only Virginia 
but every part of British America was supplied 
with African slaves. 

This traffic, with the bondage it involved, had 
no justification in British nor in the early 
colonial laws ; but it proceeded, nevertheless, 
much as an importation of dromedaries to re- 
place with pres4imed economy our horses and 
oxen might now do. Georgia was the first 
among the colonies to resist and condemn it in 
her original charter under the lead of her noble 
founder-governor, General Oglethorpe; but 
the evil was too formidable and inveterate for 
local extirpation, and a few years saw it estab- 
lished, even in Georgia ; first evading or defy- 
ing, and at length molding and transforming the 
law. 
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It is very common at this day to speak of our 
revolutionary struggle as commenced and hur- 
ried forward by a union of Free and Slave 
colonies ; but such is not the fact. However 
slender and dubious its legal basis, Slavery ex- 
isted in each and all of the colonies that united 
to declare and maintain their independence. 
Slaves were proportionately more numerous in 
certain portions of the South ; but they were 
held with impunity throughout the North, ad- 
vertised like dogs or horses, and sold at auction, 
or otherwise, as chattels. Vermont, then a ter- 
ritory in dispute between New-Hampshire and 
New- York, and with very few civilized inhabi- 
tants, mainlv on its Southern and Eastern bor- 
ders, is probably the only portion of the revolu- 
tionary confederation never polluted by the 
tread of a slave. 

The spirit of liberty, aroused or intensified 
by the protracted struggle of the colonists 
against usurped and abused power in the 
mother country, soon found itself engaged in 
natural antagonism against the current form of 
domestic despotism. " How shall we complain 
of arbitrary or unlimited power exerted over us, 
while we exert a still more despotic and inex- 
cusable power over a dependent and benighted 
race ?'* was very fairly asked. Several suits 
were brought in Massachusetts — where the fires 
of liberty burnt earliest and brightest — to test 
the legal right of slave-holding ; and the lead- 
ing Whigs gave their money .and their legal 
services to support these actions, which were 
generally, on one ground or another, success- 
ful. Eftbrts for an express law of emancipation, 
however, failed even in Massachusetts ; the 
Legislature, doubtless, apprehending that such 
a measure, by alienating the slave-holders, would 
increase the number and power of the Tories; 
but in 1777, a privateer having brought a lot of 
captured slaves into Jamaica, and advertised 
them for sale, the General Court, as the Legis- 
lative Assembly was called, interfered and had 
them set at liberty. The first Continental Con- 
gress which resolved to resist the usurpations 
and oppressions of Great Britain by force, had 
already declared that olir struggle would be 
"for the rights of human nature," which the 
Congress of 1776, under the lead of Thomas 
Jefferson, expanded into the noble affirmation 
of the right of " all men to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness," contained in the immor- 
tal preamble to the Declaration of Independence. 
A like averment that *' all men are born free 
and equal," was in 1780 inserted in the Massa- 
chusetts Bill of Rights ; and the Supreme 
Court of that State, in 1783, on an indictment 
of a master for assault and battery, held this 
declaration a bar to slave-holding henceforth in 
the State. 

A similar clause in the second Constitution of 
New-Hampshire was held by the courts of that 
State to secure Freedom to every child, born 
therein after its adoption. Pennsylvania, in 
1780, passed an act prohibiting the further in- 
troduction of slaves, and securing Freedom to 
all persons born in that State thereafter. Con- 
necticut and Rhode-Island passed similar acts 
in 1784. Virginia, in 1778, on motion of Mr. 
Jefferson, prohibited the further importation of 
slaves; and in 1782, removed all legal restric- 



tions on emancipation : Maryland adopted both 
of these in 1783. North-Carolina, in 1786, de- 
clared the introduction of slaves into that State 
*' of evil consequence, and highly impolitic," 
and imposed a duty of £5 per head thereon. 
New- York and New-Jersey followed the example 
of Virginia and Maryland, including the domes- 
tic in the same interdict with the foreign slave- 
trade. Neither of these States, however, de- 
clared a general emancipation until many years 
thereafter, and Slavery did not wholly cease in 
New- York until about 1830, nor in New- Jersey 
till a much later date. The distinction of Free 
and Slave States, with the kindred assumption 
of a natural antagonism between the North and 
South, was utterly unknown to the men of the 
Revolution. 

Before the Declaration of Independence, but 
during the intense ferment which preceded it, 
and distracted public attention from everything 
else. Lord Mansfield had rendered his judgment 
from the King's Bench, which expelled Slavery 
from England, and ought to have destroyed it 
in the colonies as well. The plaintiff in this 
famous case was James Somerset, a native of 
Africa, carried to Virginia as a slave, taken 
thence by his master to England, and there in- 
cited to resist the claim of his master to his 
services, and assert his' right to liberty. In the 
first recorded case, involving the legality of 
modern Slavery in England, it was held (1677) 
that negroes, ** being usually bought and sold 
among merchants as merchandise, and tUso 
being infidels^ there might be a property in them 
sufficient to maintain trover." But this was 
overruled by Chief Justice Holt from the King*s 
Bench (1697,) ruling that " so soon as a negro 
lands in England, he is free ;" and again, (17U2) 
that *' there is no such thing as a slave by the 
law of England." This judgment proving ex- 
ceedingly troublesome to planters and mer- 
chants from slave-holding colonies visiting the 
mother country with their servants, the merchants 
concerned in the American trade, in 1729, pro- 
cured from Yorke and Talbot, the Attorney 
General and Solicitor General of the Crown, a 
written opinion that negroes, legally enslaved 
elsewhere, might be held as slaves in England, 
and that even baptism was no bar to the mas- 
ter's claim. This opinion was, in 1749, lield to 
be sound law by Yorke (now Lord Hardwicke,) 
sitting as judge, on the ground that, if the con- 
trary ruling of Lord Holt were upheld, it would 
abolish Slavery in Jamaica or Virginia as well 
as in England ; British law being paramount in 
each. Thus the law stood until Lord Mansfield, 
in Somerset's case, reversed it with evident re- 
luctance, and after having vainly endeavored to 
bring about an accommodation between the 
parties. When delay would serve no longer, 
.and a judgment must be rendered, Mansfield 
declared it in these memorable words : 

" We cannot direct the law : the law must direct oa. 
.... The state of Slavery is of such a nature that it is 
incapable of being introduced on any reasons, moral or 
political, but only by positive law, which preserves its 
force long after the reasons, occasion, and time itself 
whence it was created, is erased from the memory. It ia 
so odious that nothing can be sufficient to support it but 
positive law. Whatever inconveniences, therefore, may 
follow from the decision, I cannot say that this case is 
allowed or approved by the law of England, and there- 
fore the black must be discharged." 
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The naturnl, if not necessary, effect of this 
decision on Slavery in these colonies had their 
connection with the mother country been con- 
tinued, is sufficiently obvious. 

SLAYERT UNDER THE CONFEDERATION. 

The disposition or management of unpeopled 
territories, pertaining to the thirteen recent 
colonies now confederated as independent 
States, early became a subject of solicitude 
and of bickering among those States, and in 
Congress. By the terms of their charters, 
some of the colonies had an indefinite extension 
westwardly, and were only limited by the power 
of the grantor. Many of these charters con- 
flicted with each other — the same territory 
being included within the limits of two or more 
totally distinct colonies. As the expenses of 
the .Revolutionary struggle began to bear 
heavily on the resources of the States, it was 
keenly felt by some that their share in the 
advantages of the expected triumph would be 
less than that of others. Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, New-York, Virginia, North Carolina, 
and Georgia, laid claim to spacious dominions 
outside of their proper boundaries ; while New- 
iSampshire (save in Vermont), Rhode Island, 
New-Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and South 
Carolina, possessed no such boasted resources 
to meet the war-debts constantly augmenting. 
They .urged, therefore, with obvious justice, 
that these unequal advantages ought to be 
surrendered, and all the lands included within 
the territorial limits of the Union, but outside 
of the proper and natural boundaries of the 
several States, respectively, should be ceded to, 
and held by. Congress, in trust for the common 
benefit of all the States, and their proceeds em- 
ployed in satisfaction of the debts and liabilities 
of the Confederation. This reasonable requisi- 
tion was ultimately, but with some reservations, 
responded to. 

The IXth Continental Congress, under the Ar- 
ticles of Confederation, assembled at Philadel- 
phia, Nov. 3, 1783, but adjourned next day to 
Annapolis, Md. The House was soon left without 
a quorum, and so continued most of the time — 
of course, doing no business — till the 1st of 
March, 1784, when the delegates from Virginia, 
in pursuance of instructions from the Legisla- 
ture of that State, signed the conditional deed 
of cession to the Confederation of her claims to 
territory northwest of the Ohio River. New- 
York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts had al- 
ready made similar concessions to the Confede- 
ration of their respective claims to territory 
westward of their present limits. Congress 
hereupon appointed Messrs. Jefferson of Vir- 
einia. Chase of Maryland, and Howell of Rhode 
Island, a Select Committee to report a Plan of 
Government for the Western Territory. This 
plan, drawn up by Thomas Jefferson, provided 
for the government of all the Western terri- 
tory, including that portion which had not yet 
been, but which, it was reasonably expected, 
would be, surrendered to the Confederation by 
the States of North Carolina and Georgia (and 
which now forms the States of Tennessee, 
Alabama and Minsissippi), as well as that which 
had already been conceded by the more 
northern States. 



The report of the committee was in the 
following words: 

THE JEFFERSONIAN ORDINANCE, 1784. 

Besolved^ That ths territory ced&d^ or to he ceded 
hy individual States to the United States, whensoever 
the same shall have been purchased of the Indian 
inhabitants and offered for sale by the United States, 
shall be formed into additional States, bounded in the 
following manner, as nearly as such cessions will admit : 
that is to say, northwardly and southwardly by parallels 
of latitude, so that each State shall comprehend from 
south to north, two degrees of latitude, beginning to 
count from the completion of thirty-one degrees north of 
the equator ; [the then southern boundary of the U. S.] 
but any territory northwardly of the forty-seventh degree 
shall make part of the State next below. And east- 
wardly and westwardly they shall be bounded, those on 
the Mississippi, by that river on one side, and the meri- 
dian of the lowest point of the rapids of the Ohio on the 
other; and those adjoining on the east, by the same 
meridian on their western side, and on their eastern by 
the meridian of the western cape of the mouth of the 
Great Kanawha. And the territory eastward of this last 
meridian, between the Ohio, Lake Erie, and Pennsyl- 
vania, shall be one State. 

That the settlers within the territory so to be pur- 
chased and offered for sale shall, either on their own 
petition or on the order of Congress, receive authority 
from them, with appointments of time and place, for 
their free males of full age to meet together for the pur- 
pose of establishing a temporary government, to adopt 
the constitution and laws of any one of these States, so 
that such laws nevertheless shall be subject to altera- 
tion by their ordinary Legislature, and to erect, subject 
to a like alteration, counties or townships for the elec- 
tion of members for their Legislature. 

That such temporary government shall only continue in 
force in any State until it shall have acquired twenty thou- 
sand free inhabitants, when, giving due proof thereof to 
Congress, they shall receive from Uiem authority, with 
appointments of time and place, to call a convention of 
representatives to establish a permanent constitution 
and government for tiiemselves : Provided^ That both 
the temporary and permanent governments he estah- 
lUihed on these principles as their ha^is : 

1. That they shall forever remain a part of the 
United States of America. 

2. That in their persons, property, and territory, 
they shall be subject to the Government of the United 
States in Congress assembled, and to the Articles of 
Confederation in all those cases in which the original 
States shall be so subject. 

8. That they shall be subject to pay a part of the 
Federal debts, contracted or to be contracted, to be 
apportioned on them by Congress, according to the same 
common rule and measure by which apportionments 
thereof shall be made on the other States. 

4. That their respective governments shall be in 
republican forms, and shall admit no person to be a 
citizen who holds a hereditary title. 

5. That after the year ISOO of the Christian era^ 
there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servi* 
tude in any of the said- States^ otherwise than In 
punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted to have been personally guilty. 

That whenever any of the said States shall have, of 
free inhabitants, as many as shall then be in any one of 
the least numerous of the thirteen original States, such 
State shall be admitted, by its Delegates, into the Con- 
gress of the United States, on an equal footing with the 
said original States ; after which the assent of two-thirds 
of the United States, in Congress assembled, shall be 
requisite in all those cases wherein, by the Confederation, 
the assent of nine States is now required, provided the 
consent of nine States to such admission may be ob- 
tained according to the eleventh of the Articles of 
Confederation. Until such admission by their Delegates 
into Congress, any of the said States, after the establish- 
ment of their temporary government, shall have autho- 
rity to keep a sitting member in Congress, with a right 
of debating, but not of voting. 

That the territory northward of the forty-fifth degree, 
that is to say, of the completion of forty-five degrees 
from the equator, and extending to the Lake of the 
Woods, shall be called Sylvania ; that of the territory 
under the forty-fifth and forty-fourth degress, that which 
lies westward of Lake Michigan, shall be called mcki- 
gania ; and that which is eastward thereof; within the 
peninsula formed by the lakes and waters of Mt^igM*^ 
Huron, St. Glair, and Ede, shall be called Okm'mmtm^ 
and shall indade any part of ttiepniiiniU 
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April 19, this reported plan came up for 
conaideralion in GoDgre39. Mr. Spaight of N. 
C. moved chat the 6th proposition (pi'ohibiting 
Slaver; afler the year IBOU) be etriulieD out of 
tbe plan of ordinance, and Ur. Read of 8. C. 
seconded the motion. The question was put in 
this form: "Shall the words moved to be 
stricken out stand!" and on this questiou the 
Ajes and N'oea were taken, and resulted as 
foQowa : 
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Here we find the votes nxtien in favor of Mr. 
Jeffersoa's restriction to barely teven against it, 
and the States divided six in favor to three 
against it. Sut the Articles of Confederation 
(Art. IX.) required an affirmative vote of a 
majority of all the States — that is, a vote of 
(even States — to carry a proposition ; so this 
clause was defeated through the absence of one 
delegate from New-Jersej, In spite of ■ vote of 
more than two to one in its favor. Had the 
New-Jersey delegation been full, it most, to a 
moral certdntj, have prevailed ; had Delaware 
then been represented, it would probably have 
been carried, even without New-Jersey. Tet, 
it is this vote, so given and recorded, that Mr. 
Donglaa in bis " Harper" eflsay cluma as sus- 

■NotlUIRUIl. 



tuning Ilia views of " 

The Ordinance, thus depleted, after undergo* 
ing some further arnendmenis, was finally ap- 
proved April S3d — all tbe delegates, but those 
from South Carolina, voting in tbe afflnastire. 

In 1787, the last Continental Congress, sit- 
ting in New-York airaullaneously with tbe 
Couveiition at Philadelphia which framed our 
Federal Constitution, took up the subject of the 
government of the Western Territory, raising »• 
Committee thereon, of which Nathan Dane, of 
Ha^sachuaettii, was Chairman. That Committee 
reported (July lHh), "An Ordinance for the 
f-overnmcnt of the Territoiiea of the United 
States, NorthiMtt of the Ohio" — tbe lai^er are* 
contemplated by Mr. Jefferson's bill not having 
been ceded by tbe Southern States cluming 
dominion over it. This bill embodied many of 
tlie provisions originally drafted and reported 
by Mr. Jefferson, but with some modifications, 
and concludes with six unalterable articles of 
perpetual compact, the last of them as follows ; 

iervltude. In the a^d Territory, oUtenrlsa than m 
puDblimeat of crlmei, wbereof tbe pvtlea ataall be dalj 
convicted." 

To this was added, prior to its passage, the 
stipulation for the delivery of fugitives tioiil 
tabor or service, soon after embodied in the 
Federal Constitution ; and in this sljape, the 
entire ordinance was adopted (July IStb) by s 
unanimous vote, Georgia and the Carolinai 
concurring. 

UN DEB IBS CONSTITUTlOir. 

The' old Articles of ConfederaUon ha^ng 
proved inadequate to tbe creation and main- 
tenance of a capable and efficient national or 
cetitral authority, a Convention of Delegates 
Irom tbe several States, was legally assemUed 
in Philadelphia, in 1787— George Wasbingtoa, 
Pre^dent ; and the result of its labors was our 
present Federal Constitution, though some 
amendments mainly of the nature of restrictioDi 
on Federal power, were proposed by the several 
State Conventions assembled to pass upon that 
Constitution, and adopted. The following an 
all the provisions of that instrument, which axe 
presumed to bear upon the subject of Slavery : 
people of the Doited States, tat 
••-' "lb JoitEoe, 



bleeAlnici of liberty to ouraelves and oar poaterltj, da 
ordain and ulabUih thli ConiUtutloa for the DntUd 

Art.1. St. All leKlilatlvepowenhereln granted, aliall 
be vested in a CoDgreu or the United Stales. wUoh 






No blU of attainder or 
MSed. 
Art.m. I 8. TreaaoD agalnit tb« VniMd BtaMa 
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shall consist only in levying war against them, or in ad- 
hering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. 

Art. lY. § 2. The citizens of each State shall be en- 
titled to all the privileges of citizens, in the several 
States. 

No person held to service or labor in one State, 
ander the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in 
consequence of any lav or regulation therein, be dis- 
charged from such service or labor, but shall be de- 
livered up on claim of the party to whom such service 
or labor may be due. 

The Cong-ess shall have power to dispose of and 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting the 
territory or other property belonging to the United 
States : and nothing in this Constitution shall be so con- 
strued as to prejudice any claims of the United States, 
or of any particular State. 

§ 4. The United States shall guarantee to every 
State in this Union a republican form of government, 
and shall protect each of them against invasion ; and on 
application of the legislature, or of the executive when 
the legislature cannot be convened, against domestic 
violence. 

Art. VI. • This Constitution, and the laws of the 
United States, which shall be made in pursuance thereof, 
and all the treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
the authority of the United States, shall be the supreme 
law of the land ; and the judges in every State shall be 
bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of 
any State to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The above are all — and perhaps more than 
all — the clauses of the Constitution, that have 
been quoted on one side or the other as bear- 
ing upon the subject of Slavery. 

It will be noted that the word " slave " or 
'* slavery " does not appear therein. Mr. Madi- 
son, who was a leading and observant member 
of the Convention, and who took notes of its 
daily proceedings, affirms that this silence was 
designed — the Convention being unwilling that 
the Constitution of the United States should 
recognize property in human beings. In pas- 
sages where slaves are presumed to be contem- 
plated, they are uniformly designated as "per- 
sons," never as property. Contemporary his- 
tory proves that it was the belief of at least a 
large portion of the delegates that Slavery 
could not long survive the final stoppage of the 
slave-trade, which was expected to (and did) 
occur in 1808. And, were Slavery this day 
banished forever from the country, there might, 
indeed, be some superfluous stipulations in the 
Federal compact or charter ; but there are none 
which need be repealed, or essentially modi- 
fied. 

A direct provision for the restoration of 
fugitive slaves to their masters was, at least 
once, voted down by the Convention. Finally, 
the clause respecting persons ** held to service 
or labor," was proposed by Mr. Butler, of South 
Carolina, and adopted with little or no opposi- 
tion. 

. The following, among the amendments to 
the Constitution, proposed by the ratifying con- 
▼entions of one or more States, and adopted, 
•Jre supposed by some to bear on the questions 
now agitated relative to Slavery : 



Art. L Congress shall make no law respecting an 
agtabUshment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer- 
cise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the Press, or of the rights of the people peacefully to 
Oflsemble, and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances. 

Art. II. A well-regulated militia being necessary to 
the security of a free State, the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. 

Art. V. No persons shall be . . . . deprived of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law ; nor 
ahall private property be taken for public use without 
Juft compensatioD. 



CESSIONS OF SOUTHERN TERRITORY. 

The State of Kentucky was set off from the 
State of Virginia in 1790, by mutual agree- 
ment, and admitted into the Union by act of 
Congress, passed Februai^ 4th, 1791 ; to take 
effect June Ist, 1792. It was never a territory 
of the United States, nor under Federal juris- 
diction, except as a State, and inherited 
Slavery from the " Old Dominion." 

The State of North Carolina, like several 
others, claimed, during and after the Revolu- 
tion, that her territory extended westward to 
the Mississippi. 

On the 22d of December, 1799 — one month 
after the ratification of the Federal Constitution 
— North Carolina passed an act, ceding, on cer- 
tain conditions, all her territory west of her 
present limits to the United States. Among 
the conditions exacted by her, and agreed to 
by Congress (Act approved April 2nd, 1790) is 
the following : 

Provided always^ that no regulations made, or to 
be made, by Concpress shall tend to emancipate slaves. 

Were it not then conceded that Congress 
had the power to make regulations for the 
territories which would " tend to emancipate 
slaves," this proviso would be utterly meaning- 
less. 

Georgia, in like manner, ceded (April 2nd, 

1802) the territories lying west of her present 

limits, now forming the States of Alabama and 

Mississippi. Among the conditions exacted by 

her, and accepted by the United States, is the 

following : 

Fifthly. That the territory thus ceded shall become 
a State, and be admitted into the Union as soon as it 
shall contain sixty thousand free inhabitants, or, at an 
earUer period, if Congress shall think it expedient, on 
the same conditions and restrictions, with the same 
privileges, and in the same manner, as is provided in the 
ordinance of Congress of the 13th day of July, 1787, for 
the government of the Western territory of the United 
States ; which ordinance shall, in all its parts, extend to 
the territory contained in the present act of cession, the 
article only excepted which forbids slavery. 

EARLY ATTEMPTS TO OVERRIDE THE ORDINANCE. 

When Ohio (1802-3) was made a State, the 
residue of the vast regions originally conveyed 
by the ordinance of *87 was continued under 
Federal pupilage, by the name of "Indiana 
Territory," whereof Wm. Henry Harrison (since 
President) was appointed Governor. It was 
quite commonly argued that, though Slavery 
was injurious in the long run, yet, as an expe- 
dient while clearing away the heavy forests, 
opening settlements in the wilderness, and sur- 
mounting the inevitable hardships and priva- 
tions of border life, it might be tolerated, and 
even regarded with favor. Accordingly, the 
new Territory of Indiana made repeated efforts 
to procure a relaxation in her favor of the re- 
strictive clause of the Ordinance of '87, one of 
them through the instrumentaUty of a Conven- 
tion assembled in 1802-3, and presided over by 
the Territorial Governor ; so he, with the great 
body of his fellow-delegates, memorialized Con- 
gress, among other things, to suspend tempor- 
arily the operation of the sixth article of the 
Ordinance aforesaid. This memorial was re- 
ferred in the House to a select committee of 
three, two of them from Slave States, with the 
since celebrated John Randolph as ch^vcvsAxv. 
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On the 2ncl of March, 1803, Mr. Randolph made 
what appears to have been a unanimous report 
from this Committee, of which we give so much 
OS relates to Slavery — as follows : 

The rapid population of the State of Ohio sufficiently 
evinces, in tlie opinion of your Committee, that the labor 
of slaves ia not necessary to promote tlie growth and 
Bettleraent of colonies in that region ; that this labor — 
demonstrably the dearest of any— can only be employed 
in the cultivation of products more valuable than any 
known to that quarter of fbe United States ; that the 
Committee deem it highly dangerous, and inexpedient to 
impair a provision wisely calculated to promote the hap- 
piness and prosperit of the northwestern country, and 
to give strength and security to that extensive frontier. 
In the salutary operation of this sagacious and benevo- 
lent restraint, it is believed that the inhabitants of Indi- 
ana will, at no very distant day, find ample remunera- 
tion for a temporary privation of labor, and of emigra- 
tion. 

The Committee proceed to discuss other sub- 
jects set forth in the prayer of the memorial, 
and conclude with eight resolves, whereof the 
only one relating to Slavery is as follows : 

Hesol^ed, That it is inexpedient to suspend, for a 
limited time, the operation of the sixth article of the 
compact between the original States and the people and 
States west of the river Ohio. 

This Report having been made at the close 
of the Session, was referred at the next to a 
new Committee, whereof CsBsar Rodney, a new 
Representative from Delaware, was Chairman. 
Mr. Rodnev, from this Committee, repofted 
(February 17 th, 1804), 

That, talcing into their consideration the facts 
stated in the said memorial and petition, they are in- 
duced to believe that a qualified suspension, for a limit- 
ed time, of the sixth article of compact between the 
original States and the people and States west of the 
river Ohio, might be productive of benefit and advan- 
tage to said Territory. 

The Report goes on to discuss the other 
topics embraced in the Indiana memorial, and 
concludes with eight resolves, of which the first 
(and only one relative to Slavery) is as follows : 

Unsolved, That the sixth article of the Ordinance of 
1787, which prohibited Slavery within the said Territory, 
be suspended in a qualified manner, for ten years, so as 
to permit the introduction of slaves, born within tlie 
United States, from any of the individual States ; pro- 
videdj that such individual State does not permit the 
importation of slaves from foreign countries : and pro- 
vided, further^ that the descendants of all such slaves 
shall, if males, be free at the age of twenty-five years, 
and, if females, at the age of iwenty-one years. 

The House took no action on this Report. 

The original memorial from Indiana, with 
several additional memorials of like purport, 
was again, in 1805-6, referred by the House to 
a select committee, whereof Mr. Garnett of Vir- 
ginia was chairman, who, on the 14th of Febru- 
ary, 1806, made a report in favor of the prayer 
of the petitioners — us follows : 

That, having attentively considered the facts stated 
in the said petitions and memorials, they are of opinion 
that a qualified suspension, for a limited time, of the 
sixth article of the compact between the original States, 
and the people and States west of the river Ohio, would 
be beneficial to the people of the Indiana Territory. 
The suspension of this article is an object almost univer- 
sally desired In that Territory. 

After discussing other subjects embodied in 
the Indiana memorial, the Committee close with 
a series of Resolves, which they commend to 
the adoption of the House. The first and only 
one germane to our subject is as follows : 

Jiesolvedj That the sixth article of the Ordinance of 
1787,wlucli prohibits Slavery within the Indiana Territory, 
be suspended for ten years, so as to permit the introduc- 



tion of slaves, born within the United States, from any of 
the individual States. 

This report and resolve were committed and 
made a special order on the Monday following, 
but were never taken into consideration. 

At the next session, a fresh letter from Gov. 
William Henry Harrison, inclosing resolves of 
the Legislative Council and House of Represen- 
tatives in favor of suspending, for a limited pe- 
riod, the sixth article of compact aforesaid, was 
received (Jan. 21st, 1807) and referred to a Se- 
lect Committee, whereof Mr. B. Farke, delegate 
from said Territory, was made Chairman. The 
entire Committee (Mr. Nathaniel Macon, of N. 
C, being now Speaker,) consisted of 
MicssRS. Alston, of N. C. Rhba, of Tenn. 

Masters, of N. Y. Samdfobd, of Ky. 

MoRBOW, of Ohio. Trigq, of Va. 

Parke, of Ind. 

Mr. Parke, from this Committee, made (Feb. 
I2th,) a third Report to the House in favor of 
granting the prayer 6f the memorialists. 

This report, with its predecessors, was com- 
mitted, and made a special order, but never 
taken into consideration. 

The same letter of Gen. Harrison, and resolves 
of the Indiana Legislature, were submitted to 
the Senate, Jan. 2l8t, 1807. They were laid on 
the table ** for consideration," and do not ap- 
pear to have even been referred at that session ; 
but at the next, or first session of the fourth 
Congress, which convened Oct. 26th, 1807, the 
President (Nov. 7 th) submitted a letter from 
Gen. Harrison and his Legislature — whether a 
new or old one does not appear — and it was now 
referred to a Select Committee, consisting of 
Messrs. J. Franklin, of N. C, Kitchel, of N. J., 
and TiflBn, of Ohio. 

Nov. 13th, Mr. Franklin, from said committee, 
reported as follows : 

The Legislative jOouncil and House of Representa- 
tives, in their resolutions, express their sense of the pro- 
priety of introducing Slavery into their Territory, and 
solicit the Congress of the United States to suspend, for 
a given number of years, the sixth article of compact, 
in the ordinance for the government of the Territory 
nortltwest of the Ohio, passed on the Idth day of July, 
1787. That article declares : " There shall be neither 
Slavery nor involuntary servitude within the said Ter- 
ritory." 

The citizens of Clark County, In their remonstrance, 
express ttieir sense of the impropriety of the measure, 
and solicit the Congress of the United States not to act 
on the subject, so as to permit the introduction of slaves 
into the Territory ; at least, until their population shall 
entitle them to form a Constitution and State Govern- 
ment. 

Your Committee, after duly considering the matter, re- 
spectfully submit the following resolution : 

Jiesolved^ That it is not expedient at this time to sus- 
pend the sixth article of compact for the government of 
the Territory of the United States northwest of the river- 
Ohio. 

And here ended, so far as we have been able 
to discover, the effort, so long and earnestly 
persisted in, to procure a suspension of the re- 
striction in the Ordinance of 1787, so as to 
admit Slavery, for a limited term, into the Ter- 
ritory lying between the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers, now forming the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

THE FIRST MISSOUBI STRUGGLK. 

The vast and indefinite Territory known as 
Louisiana, was ceded by France to the United 
States in the year 1803, for the sum of $16,000,- 
000, of which $3,750,000 was devoted to the 
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pajment of American claims oa France. Tliia 
tcnitorj had just before been ceded bjr Spain to 
FraitL'e without ppuuniury coosiderBtion. SJsTe- 
boidinj; had long b^en alloned therein, allli? 
under SpaiiiMti and French rnte, and the Treaty 
of COEisian eonlained tlie following stipulation : 



uiliulail 






to the [ 



■ enjoyraeol 



this amendment, which was sustained by the 
following vote : [taken first on agreeing lo bo 
lUch of it as precedes and includes (he word 

Tiat-~.fi>r On RttlricUon ; 
Bw^acnpililre. * I N.w-Yr>ri( H 



The State of Louisiana, embodying the sonth- 
OTrf portion of Ibia Acquired territory, was re- 
cognized by Congress in 1811, and fully admit- 
ted in 1812, with a State Constitution. Those 
vho chose to dwell among the inhabitants of 
the residue of the LouislAna purchase, hence- 
forth called Missouri Territory, continued to 
hold slaves In its sparse and small but increas- 
ing settlements, mainly in its southeastern quar- 
ter, and a pro-Slavery Court — perhaps any Court 
— would undonbleilly have pronounced Slavery 
legal anywliere on lis vast eipanse, from the 
Mississippi to the crests of the Rocky Mountains, 
if not beyond them, and from the Red Riverof 
Louiuaim to the La lie of the Woods. 

The XTtb Congress assembled at Washington, 
on Monday, Dec. li't, 1817. Henry Claj was 
chosen Speaker of the House. Mr. John Scoti 
Appeared on the 8th, as delegate from Uissourl 
Territory, and was itdnulted to a seat as such. 
On the leth of March following, he presented 
petitions of sundry inhabitants of Missouri, in 
addition to similar petitions already presented 
by him, praying for the admission of Missouri 
into the Cnion as a State, which were, on mo- 
tioD, referred to a Select Committee, consisC- 

Ktwrt. Smlt, of Mo. ; Polndeiter, o( Miss. ; Robcrt- 
nn, or Ey. 1 Hendricks, of Itid. ; Urermore, at N. B. ; 
IIUU,af Uuu.; Baldwin, of Pa. 
April 3d, Mr. Scott, from this Committee, re- 

fwted a bill to authoriiie the people of Missouri 
erritory to form a Constitution and State 
Government, and for the udmlsaion of such 
Sute into the Union on an equal footing 
the original States ; which bill was read the 
andsecond time, and sent to (he Committ! 
th« Whole, where it slept for the remainder of 
the session. 

That Congress convened at Washington 1 
■ecoud session, on the 16th of Koveniber, 
Feb. 13th, the House went into Committee of 
the Whole — Gen. Smith, of Md., in the Chi ' 
and took up the Missouri bill aforesaid, which 
ma considered through that sitting, as also that 
of the lAlh, when several amendments " ~ 
adopted, the most important of which wa 
following, moved in Uouiniittee by Gen. J 
Tallmadge, of Duchess county, New-York, 
(lately deceased) ; 

And provided ofeo, That the funhifr introduci 



On coming out of Committee, the Teas am 
KajB were called on the question of agreeing 
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Total Kays, 76—10 from Free States, 66 from 
Shive States. 

The House now proceeded to vote on the 
residue of the reported amendment (from the 
word "convicted" above), which was likewise 
sustained. — Yeas, 82; Nays, 18. 

So the whole amendment— as moved by Gen. 
Tallmadge in Committee of the Whole, and 
[here carried — was sustained when reported to 
[he House. 

Mr. Storrs, of Kew York (opposed to the Re- 
striction), now moved the striking out of so 
much of the bill as provides that the new State 
shall be admitted into the Union " on an equal 
footing with the original States "—which, ha 
contended, was nullified by the votes just taken. 
The House negatived tlie motion. 

Messrs. Desha, of Ky., Cobb, of Ga., and 
Shea, of Tenn., declared against the bill as 
amended. 

Messrs. Scott, of Mo., and Anderson, of Ky,, 
preferred the bill as amended, to none. 

The House ordered the bill, as amended, to 
a third reading; Yeas, 83 ; Nays, 56. The bill 
thus passed the House neit day, and was sent 
to the Senate. 

The following skcleh of the debate on thU 
question {Feb. 16th) is condensed from that 
in the Appendix lo A'iUs'e Rtgitter, vol. ivi. 



"AtidprovidtdlhatOiiintriidttctljni i^Siatery, or 
l«Boft«i(ory itrvUadt, b» pi-ohibitid, eoKepl for Om 
pimii/miiUo/eHrat».wlurioflAtpar6ii haabMadiily 
eonvioted; md Oat ail cMldrm So™ mlhfa tin mid 
SMie. after Uit admitaion thertqfinto On UnUra, ihaU 
be dedared/rtt at Ha age i^Kyeart," 

Mr. Faller, o(Ma«BelniMtt3, argned that, lo effect a con- 
cert of fQlereita, 11 was proMT 10 make concesiioni. The 
gutei where Slaverj eifeted not only cL>liiicd the right to 



To guard against sucli InWlerahle evils. It Is proild 
the Conalltnl&a, "tint Oie mlgralion or hnnorladt 
BBcb peiMini, as »nj of tie BtiWinp Stales IMnli pi 



'Dvl^DA effectually recoiinkced Uie rUfht In tlu 
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States, which, at the time of ftnandngthe Ck>n9tiiution, held 
the blacks in Slavery, to continiie so to hold them until 
they should think proper to meUorate their condition. 
The OonsUtution is a compact among all the States then 
existing, by which certain principles of government are 
established for the whole, and for each individual State. 
The predominant principle in both respecU is, that 

ALL MKH ABB FBKK, aild haVe an EQUAL BIGHT TO LIBBKTY, 

and all other privileges ; or, in other words, the pre- 
dominant principle is bkpcblicanism, in its largest sense. 
But, then, the same compact contains certain excep- 
tions. The States then holdkig slaves are pemiitted^ 
from the necessity of tlie case, and for the sake of union, 
to exclude the republican principle so far, and only 
BO far, as to retain their slaves In servitude, and also their 
progeny, as had been the usage, until they should think it 

E roper or safe to conform to the pure principle, by abolish- 
»g Slavery. The compact contains on its face the 
general principle and the eaieeptionn. But the attempt 
to extend Slavery to the new ikaUa, is In dhrect violation 
of the clause which guarantees a republican form of gov- 
ernment to all the States. This clause, indeed, must be 
construed in connection with the exceptions before men- 
tioned ; but it cannot, without violence, be applied to any 
other States than those in which Slavery was allowed at 
the formation of the Constitution. 

The Speaker (Clay) cites the first clause in the 2d 
section of the 4th article— " The citizens of each State 
shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of 
citizens of the sevjTHl States," which he thhiks would be 
violated by the condition proposed in the Constitution of 
Blissouri. To keep slaves — to make one portion of the 
population the property of another— hardly deserves to be 
called a privilege^ since what is gained by the masters 
must be lost by the slaves, but, independently of this 
consideration, I think the observations already offered to 
tiie committee, showing that holding the black population 
in servitude is an exception to tlie general principles of 
the Constitution, and cannot he allowed to extend beyond 
the fair import of the terms by whidi that exception is 
provided, are a suflftcieut answer to the objection. The 
gentleman proceeds in the same train of reasoning, and 
asks, if Congress can re(|iilre one condition, how many 
more can be required, and where these conditions will 
end? With regard to a ropuhlicun constitution, Congress 
are obliged to require that condition, and that is enough 
for the present question ; but I contend, further, that 
Congress has a right, at their discretion, to require any 
other reasonable condition. Several others were required 
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Mississippi. The State of 
Louisiana, which was a part of the territory ceded to us at 
the same time with Missouri, was retiulred to provide in 
her Constitution for trials by jury, the writ of habeas cor- 
pus, the principles of civil and religious liberty, with 
several others, peculiar to that State. These, certainly, 
are none of theiu more Indispensable Ingredients in a re- 
publican form of government than the equality of privi- 
leges of all the population ; yet these have not been denied 
to be reasonable, and warranted by the National Consti- 
tution In the admbslon of new States 

One gentleman, however^ has contended against the 
amendment, because it abridges the rights of the slave- 
holding States to transport their slaves to the new States, 
for sale cr otherwise. ThL) argument is attempted to be 
enforced In various ways, an<I particularly by the clause 
in the Constitution last clted« It admits, however, 
of a very clear answer, by recurring to the 9th sec- 
tion of article 1st, which provides that " the migration or 
importiitlon of such persons as any of the States then ex- 
isting shall admit, shall not be prohibited by Congress till 
180S." This clearly implies that the migration and im- 
portation may be prohibited after that year. The Impor- 
tation has been prohibited, but the migration has not 
hitherto been restrained ; Congress, however, may restrain 
it, when it may be judged expedient. 

The expediency of this measure Is very apparent. The 
opening of an extensive slave market will tempt the 
cupidity of those who, otherwise, perha])8, might gradu- 
ally emancipate their slaves. We have heard much, 
Mr. Chairman, of the Colonization Society; an Institu- 
tion which is the favorite of the humane gentlemen In 
the slave-hohling States. They have long been lament- 
ing the miseries of Slavery, aiid earnestly seeking for a 
remedy compatible with their own safety, and the happi- 
ness of their slaves. At last, the great desideratum is 
found — a colony in Afi lea for the emanc.pated blacks, 
llow will the generous Intentions of these humane per- 
sons be frustrate<I, if the price of slaves Is to be doubled 
by a new and boundless ma. ket ! Instead of emancipa- 
tion of the slaves. It is much to be feared that unprinci- 
pled wretches will be found kidnapping those who are 
already free, and transporting and selling the hapless 
viciuus into hopeless bondage. Sir, I really hope that I 



Congress will not contribute to discountenance and ren- 
der abortive the generous and philanthropic views of 
this most worthy and laudable society. 

Mr. Talhiiiulge, of New Yorlt, followed— 

Sir. said he, it has been my desire and my intention to 
avoid any debate on the present painful and unpleasant 
subject. >Vhen I had the honor to submit to this Uonso 
the amendment now under consideration, I accompanied 
It with a declaration that It was intended to confine Its 
operation to the newly acquired Territory across the 
Mississippi ; and I then expressly declared that I would 
in no manner intermeddle with the slave-holding States, 
nor attempt manumission In any one of the original States 
in the Union. Sir, I even went further, and stated that 
I was aware of the delicacy o^the subject — and, that I 
had learned from Southern gentlemen the dlMculties 
and the dangers of having fVee blacks intermingling 
with slaves ; and, on that account, and with a view to 
the safety of the white population of the adjoining 
States, I would not even advocate the prohibition of 
Slavery in the Alabama Territory ; because, surrounded 
as It was by slave-holding States, and with only imaginary 
lines of division, the intercourse between slaves and 
free blacks could not be prevented, and a servile war 
might be the result. While we deprecate and mourn 
over the evil of Slavery, humanity and good morals re- 
quire us to wish Its abolition, under circumstances con- 
sistent with the safety of the white popuh&tion. Wil- 
lingly, therefore, will I submit to an evil which we can- 
not safely remedy. I admitted all that had been said of 
the danger of having free blacks visible to slaves, ancL 
therefore, did not hesitate to pledge myself that I would 
neither advise nor attempt coercive manumission. But, 
sir, all these reasons cease when we cross the banks of 
the Mississippi, into a Territory separated by a natural 
boundary— a newly acquired Territory, never contem- 
plated in the formation of our government, not included 
within the Compromise or mutual pledge In the adoption 
of our Constitution— a new Territory acquked by our 
common fund, and which ought Justly to be subject to 
our common legislation. 

Sir, when I submitted the amendment now under con- 
sideration, accompanied with these explanations, and 
with these avowals of my Intentions and of my motives 
I did expect that gentlemen who might differ ftt>m 
me In opinion would appreciate the liberality of my 
views, and would meet me with moderation, as upon a 
fair subject for general legislation. I did expect, at 
least, that the frank declaration of my views would pro- 
tect me from harsh expressions, and from the unfriendly 
Imputations which have been cast out on this occasion. 
But, sir, such has been the character and the violence of 
this debate, and expressions of so much intemperance, 
and of an aspect so threatening have been used, that 
continued silence on my part would 111 become me, who 
had submitted to this House the original proposition. 

Sir, has it already come to this : that in the Congress of 
the United States— that, in the Legislative councils ot 
Republican America, the suliject of Slavery has become 
a subject of so much feeling— of such delicacy — of such 
danger, that it cannot safely be discussed ? Are mem- 
bers who venture to express their sentiments on this 
subject, to be accused of ulking to the galleries, with 
intention to excite a servile war ; and of meriting the 
fate of Arbuthnot and Ambrister ? Are we to be told of 
tlie dissolution of the Union, of civil war and of seas of 
blood? And yet, with such awful threatenings before us, 
do gentlemen, in the same breath, insist upon the encour- 
agement of this evil ; upon the extension of this monstrous 
scourge of the human race? An evil so fraught with 
such dire calamities to us as individuals, and to our 
nation, and threatening, in its progress, to overwhelm the 
civil and religious institutions of the country, with the 
liberties of the nation, ought at once to be met, and to be 
controlled. If its power, its influence, and its impending 
dangers, have already arrived at such a point, that it is 
not safe to discuss it on this floor, and it cannot now 
pass under consideration as a proper sul:iject for general 
legislation, what will be the result when it Is spread 
through your widely-extended domain? Its present 
threatening aspect, and the violence of its supporters, so 
far from inducing me to yield to its progress, prompt me 
to resist its march. Now is the time. It must now be 
met, and the extension of the evil must now be prevented, 
or the occasion is irrecoverably lost, and the evil can 
never be controlled. 

Sir, extend your view across the Mississippi, over your 
newly-acquired Territory — a Territory so lar surpassing, 
in extent, Ihe limits of your present country, that 
country which gave birth to your nation — which aclileved 
your Revolution— consolidated your Union — formed your 
Constitution, and has subsequently acquired so much 
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glory, h&Qgs but as an appendage to the extended empire 
oyer which your Republican Goyemment is now called to 
bear sway. Look down the long yiata of futurity ; see 
your empire, in extent unequaled, in adyantageous 
situation without a parallel, and occupying all the yalua- 
ble part of one continent. Behold this extended empire, 
inhabited by the hardy sons of American freemen, 
knowing their rights, and inheriting the will to protect 
them-— owners of tlie soil on which they liye, and inter- 
ested in the institutions which they labor to defend ; with 
two oceans laying your shores, and tributary to your 
porposes, bearing on their bosoms the commerce of our 
people ; compared to yours, the goyernments of Europe 
dwindle into insignificance, and the whole world is with- 
out a parallel. But, sir, reyerse this scene ; people this 
fair domain with the slayes of your planters; extend 
SUHferp^ this bane of man, this abomination of heayen, 
oyer your extended empire, and you prepare its dissolu- 
tion; you turn its accumulated strength into positive 
weakness; you cherish a canker in your breast; you 
put poison in your bosom ; you place a yulture preying 
on your heart— nay, you whet the dagger and place it in 
the hands of a portion of your population, stimulated to 
use it, by eyery tie, human and divine. The envious con- 
trast between your happiness and their misery, between 
your liberty and their slavery, must constantly prompt 
them to accomplish your destruction. Your enemies will 
learn the source and the cause of your' weakness. As 
often as external dangers shall threaten, or internal com- 
motions await you, you will then realize that, by your 
own procurement, you have placed amidst your fuuiilies, 
and in the bosom of your country, a population produc- 
ing at once the greatest cause of individual danger, and 
of national wealcness. With this defect, your govern* 
ment must crumble to pieces, and your people become the 
BcoflT of the world. 

8lr, we have been told, with apparent confidence, that 
we have no right to annex conditions to a State, on its ad- 
mission into the Union ; and it has been urged that the 
proposed amendment, prohibiting the further hitroduction 
of mavtary, is unconstitutional. This position, asserted 
with so much confidence, remains unsupported by any 
argtmient, or by any authority derived from the Constitu- 
tion itself. The Constitution strongly indicates an opposite 
conclusion, and seems to contemplate a difference be- 
tween the old and the new States. The practice of the 
government has sanctioned this difference in many re- 
spects. 

Sir, we have been told that this is a new principle for 
which we contend, never before adopted, or thought of. 
So far from this being correct, it Is due to the memory of 
our ancestors to say, it is an old principle, adopted by 
them, as the policy of our coxmtry. Whenever the United 
States have had the right and the power, they have here- 
tofore prevented the extension of Slavery. The States 
of Kentucky and Tennessee were taken off from other 
States, and were admitted into the Union without condi- 
tion, because their lands were never owned by the United 
States. The Territory northwest of the Ohio is all the land 
which ever belonged to them. Shortly after the cession of 
those lands to the Union, Congress passed, in 1787, a com- 
pact, which was declared to be unalterable, the sixth arti- 
cle of which provides that, " Viere shall be neWier 
Slavery nor in/ooluniary serviiitde in the said Terri- 
iory^ othenvoise than in the puTvishment for crimes^ 
whereof the parties shall have be&n duly convicted." 
In pursuance of this compact, all the States formed from 
that Territory have been admitted into the Union upon 
yarious conditions, and, amongst which, the sixth article of 
this compact is included as one. 

Let gentlemen also advert to the law for the admission 
of tiie State of Louisiana into the Union ; they will find it 
filled with conditions. It was required not only to form a 
Constitution upon the principles of a republican govern- 
ment, but it was required to contain the " fundamental 
prinaples of civil and religious Uberty." It was even re- 
quired, as a condition of its admission, to keep its records, 
and its Judicial and its legislative proceedings, in the Eng- 
lish language ; and also to secure the trial by Jury, and to 
surrender all claim to unappropriated lands in the Terri- 
tory, with the prohibition to tax any of the United States' 
lands. 

After this long practice and constant usage to annex 
conditions to the admission of a State into the Union, will 
gentlemen yet tell us it is unconstitutional, and talk of our 
principles being novel and extraordinary ? 

Mr. Scott, of Missouri, said: 

He trusted that his conduct, during the whole of the 
time in which he had had the honor of a seat in the House, 
had convinced gentlemen of his disposition not to obtrude 
his sentiments on any other subjects than those on which 
the interest of his constituents, and of the Territory he re- 



presented, were immediately concerned. But when a 
question such as the amendments proposed by the gentle- 
men from New York (Messrs. Tallmadge and Taylor), was 
presented for consideration, involving constitutional prin- 
ciples to a vast amount, pregnant with the future fate of 
the Territoiy, portending destruction to the liberties of 
that people, directly bearing on then: rights of property, 
their state rights, their all, be should consider it as a dere- 
liction of his duty, as retreating from his post, nay, double 
criminality, did he not raise his voice against then* adop- 
tion. 

Mr. Scott entertained the opinion, that, tmder the Con- 
stitution, Congress had not the power to impose tliis, or 
any other restriction, or to require of the people of Mis- 
souri their assent to this condition, as a pre-requisite to 
their admission into the Union. Ue contended tills from 
the language of tlie Constitution Itself, from the practice 
in the admission of new btates under that Instruuient, and 
from the express terms of the treaty of cession. The 
short view he intended to take of those points would, he 
trusted, be satisfactory to all those who were not so 
anxious to usurp power as to sacrifice to Its attainment 
the principles of our government, or who were not desir- 
ous of prostrating the rights and independence of a Statt, 
to chhnerical views of policy or expediency. The authority 
to admit new States Into the Union was granted m the 
third section of the fourth article of the Constitution, wliich 
declared that " new States may be admitted by the Con- 
gress Into the Union." The only power given to the Con- 
gress by this section appeared to him to be, that of pass- 
ing a law for the admission of the new State, leaving It In 
possession of all the rights, privileges, and Immunities, en- 
joyed by the other States ; the most valuable and promi- 
nent of which was that of formhig and modifying their 
own State Constitution, and over which Congress had no 
superlntendhag control, other than that expressly given bi 
the fourth section of the same article, which read, " The 
United States shall guarantee to every State In this Union 
a republican form of government." This end accomplished, 
the guardianship of the United States over the Constitu- 
tions of the several States was fulfilled ; and all restrictions, 
limitations and conditions beyond this, was so much power 
unwarrantably assumed. In illustration of this position, 
he would read an extract from one of the essays written 
by the late President Madison, contemporaneously with 
the Constitution of the United States, and from a very 
celebrated work : " In a confederacy founded on republi- 
can principles, and composed of republican members, the 
superintending government ought clearly to possess au- 
thority to defend the system against aristocratic or 
monarchical Innovations. The more Intimate the nature 
of such an union may be, the greater interest have the 
members In the poUtical institutions of each other, and 
the greater right to Insist that the forms of government 
under which the compact was entered into, should be sub- 
stantially maintained. But this authority extends no fur- 
ther than to a guarantee of a republican form of gov- 
ernment, which supposes a preexisting government of the 
foi-m which is to be guaranteed. As long, therefore, as the 
existing republican forms are continued by the States, they 
are guaranteed by the Federal Constitution. Whenever 
the States may choose to substitute other republican 
forms, they have a right to do so, and to claim the Federal 
guarantee for the latter. The only restriction imposed 
on them Is, that they shall not exchange republican for 
antl-republlcan Constitutions; a restriction which, it ia 
presumed, will hardly be considered as a grievance." 

Mr. Scott believed it to be a Just rule of interpretation, 
that the enumeration of powers delegated to Congress 
weakened theur authority in all cases not enumerated; 
and that beyond those powers enumerated they had none, 
except they were essentially necessary to carry into effect 
those that were given. The second section of the fourth 
article of the Constitution, which declared that " the citi- 
zens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges 
and immunities of citizens in the several States," wag 
satisfactory, to his Judgment, that it was intended the citi- 
zens of each State, forming a part of one harmonious 
whole, should have, hi all thhigs, equal pr-imleges; the 
necessary consequence of which waSj that every man, hi 
his own State, should have the same rights, privileges, and 
powers, that any other citizen of the United States had in 
his own State; otherwise, discontent and murmuringa 
would prevail against the general government who had 
deprived him of this equality. 

For example, if the citizens of Pennsylvania, or Tir- 
ginia, enjoyed the right, in their own Stale, to decide the 
question whether they would' have Slavery or not, the 
citizens of Missouri, to give them the same privileges, 
must have the same right to decide whether they would or 
would not tolerate Slavery in their State; if it wew 
otherwise, then the citizens of Pennsylvania and Vli 
would have more rights, privileges and powen '" 
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respective State", than the citizens of Missouri would 
liave iu ttielrs. Mr. S. said he would malce another quo- 
tation from tlie ^alIlti work he hud l)cfore been indebted 
to, which he believed had considerable bearing on this 
sufatject. *' The powers delegated by the proposed Consti- 
tution, to the Federal Government, are few and defined ; 
those which are to remain in the State Governments, are 
numerous and indefinite; the former will be exercised 
principally on external objects, as war, peace, negotia- 
tion, and foreign commerce, with which last the powers 
of taxiition will, for the most part, be connected. The 
powers re:<erved to the several Stales will extend to all 
the objects, wtiich in the ordinary course of affairs con- 
cern ttie lives, liberties, and properties of the people, and 
the internal order, impi'ovement, and prosperity of the 
State." The applicability of this doctrine to the question 
under consideration was so obvious, that he would not 
detain the House to give examples, but leave it fur gentle- 
men to make the application 

Mr. Scott believed, that the practice under the Consti- 
tution had been different from that now contended for 
by gentlemen; he was unapprised of any similar provi- 
sion having ever been made, or attempted to be made, in 
relation to any other new State heretofore admitted. The 
argument drawn from tlie States formed out of the Terri- 
tory northwest of tlie river Ohio, he did not consider as 
analogous ; that restriction, if any, was Imposed in pur- 
suance of a compact, and only, so far as Congress could 
do, carried into effect the disposition of Virginia in refe- 
rence to a part of her own original Territory, and was, 
iu every respect, more just, because that provision was 
ra\de and published to the world at a time when but few, 
If any, settlements were formed within that tract of coun- 
try ; and the children of those people of color belonging 
to the inhabitants then there, have been, and still were, 
held in bond&ge, and were not free at a given age, as was 
contemplated l>y the amendment under consideration ; nor 
did he doubt but that It was cotnpetent for any of those 
States admitted in pursuance of tlie Ordinance of '87, to 
call a Convention, and so to alter their Constitution as 
to allow the introduction of slaves, if they thought pro- 
per to do so. To those gentlemen who iiad in their argu- 
ment, in support of the ametidineius, adverted to the in- 
49tance wiiere Congress had, by the law authorizing the 
people of Loui:jiana to form a Constitution and State 
Governnjent, exercised the power of imposing the terms 
and conditions on whicli they should be permitted to do 
80, he would recommend a careful examination and com- 
parison of those terms with the Constitution of the 
United States, when, he doubted not, they would be con- 
vinced that tiiese restrictions were only such as were in 
express and positive language defined in the litterinstru- 
Btrument, and would have been equally binding on the 
people of Louisiana had ihey not been enumerated In the 
law giving them authority to form a Constitution for 
themselves. 

Mr. S. said, he considered the contemplated conditions 
and restrictions, contained In the proposed amendments, 
to be unconstitutional and unwarrantable, from the pro- 
visions of the Treaty of Cession, by the third article of 
which it WHS stipulated, that '^ the inhabitants of the 
ceded Territory sitall be incorporated in the Union of the 
United States, and admitted, as soon as possible, accord- 
ing to the principles of the Federal Constitution, to the 
enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and immunities 
of citizens of the United States, and, in the mean time, 
they shall be maintained and protected' in the free e^joy• 
ment of their liberty, property, and the religion which 
they profess." 

The people were not left to the wayward discretion of 
this or any other government, by saying that they may 
be incorporated in the Union. The language was differ- 
ent and imperative: **ihey shall he incorporated.'** 
Mr. Scott understood by the term incorporated^ that 
they were to form a constituent part of this republic ; 
that they were to become joint partners in the character 
and councils of the country, and in the national losses 
and national gains ; as a Territory they were not an es- 
sential part of the Government ; they were a mere pro- 
vince, subject to the acts and regulations of the General 
Government in all cases whatsoever. As a Territory, they 
had not all the rights^ advantages and immimitiea^ of 
citizens of the United States. Mr. S himself furnished an 
example, that, in their present condition, they had not all 
the rights of the other citizens of the Union. Had he a vote 
in this House? and yet these people were, during the war, 
Bal:]|ject to certain taxes Imposed by Congress. Had those 
people any voice to give tn the imposition of taxes to 
which they were subject, or in the disposition of the 
funds of the nation, and particularly those arising from 
the 0».les of the public lands, to which they already had, 
Mid/itlil would largely contribute ? Had they a voice to 
firr in selecting the officers of this Government, or many 



of their own ? In short, in what had they equal riffhU^ 
advantages and immunities, with the other citizens of 
the United States, but in the privilege to submit to a pro« 
crastination of their right-s, and in the advantage to snlv 
scribe to your laws, your rules, your taxes, and your 
powers, even without a hearing ? Those people were also 
''to be admitted into the Union as soon as possible." 
Mr. Scott would infer from this expression, that it was the 
understanding of the parties, that so soon as any portion 
of the Territory, of sufficient extent to form a State, 
should contain the number of inhabitants required by law 
to entitle them to a representative on tho floor of this 
House, that they then had the right to make the call for 
admission, and this admission, when made, was to be, not 
on conditions that gentlemen might deem expedient, not 
on conditions referable to future political views, not on 
conditions that the Constitution the people should form 
should contain a clause that would particularly open the 
door for emigration from the North or from the South, 
not on condition that the future population of the State 
should come from a Slaveholding or Non-Slaveholdinfc 
State, '' but according to the principles qf the Fed&ral 
ConstitiUion,** and none other. 

Mr. Scott had trusted that gentlemen who professed to 
be actuated by motives of humanity and principle woold 
not encourage a course of dissimulation, or, by any vote 
of theirs, render It necessary for the citizens of Missouri 
to act equivocally to obtain their rights. He was unwill- 
ing to believe, that political views alone led gentlemen on 
this or any other occasion ; but, from the language of the 
member from New-York (Mr. Taylor), he was compelled 
to suspect that they had their influence upon him. That 
gentlemen has told us, that if ever he left his present re- 
sidence, it would be for Illinois or Missouri ; at all events, 
he wished to send out his brothers and his sons. Mr. Scott 
begged that gentleman to relieve him from the awftil ap- 
prehension excited by the prospect of this accession of 
population. He hoped the House would excuse him while 
he stated, that he did not desire that gentleman, his sons, 
or his brothers, in that land of brave, noble, and inde- 
pendent freemen. The member says that the latitude is 
too far North to admit of Slavery there. Would the 
gentleman cast his eye on the map before him, he wonld 
there see, that a part of Kentucky, Virginia, and Mary- 
land, were as far North as the Northern boundary of the 
proposed State of Missouri. Mr. Scott would thank the 
gentleman if he would condescend to tell blm what pre- 
cise line of latitude suited his conscience, his humanity, 
or his political views, on this subject. Could that mem- 
ber be serious, when he made the parallel of latitude the 
measure of his good-will to those unfortunate blacks f 
Or was he trying how far he could go in fallacious argu- 
ment and absurdity, without creating one blush even on 
his own cheek, for Inconsistency? What, starve the ne- 

groes out, pen them up in the swamps and morasses, con- 
ne them to Southern latitudes, to long, scorching days 
of la\)or and fatigue, until the race becomes extinct, that 
the fair land of Missouri may be tenanted by that gentle- 
man, his brothers, and sons ? He expected from the ma- 
jority of the House a more liberal policy, and better evi- 
dence that they really were actuated by humane motives. 

The House bill, thus passed, reached the 
Senate, February 1*7 th, when it was read twice 
and scut to a Select Committee already raised 
on a like application from Alabama, consisting of 

Messrs. Talt, of Georgia ; Morrow, of Ohio ; Williams, of 
Mississippi ; Edwards, of Illinois ; Williams, of Tenneasee. 

On the 22nd, Mr. Tait, from this Committee, 
reported the bill with amendments, striking out 
the Anti-Slavery restrictions inserted by the 
House. This bill was taken up in Committee of 
the Whole, on the 2'7th, when Mr. Wilson of 
New-Jersey moved its postponement to the 5th 
of March — that is, to the end of the session- 
negatived: Yeas 14; Nays 23. 

The Senate then proceeded to vote on agree- 
ing to the amendments reported by the Select 
Committee, viz. : 1, to strike out of the House 
bill the following : 

And that all children of slaves born within the said 
State, after the admission thereof into the Union, shall 
be Free, but may be held to service until the age of 
twenty -one years. 

Which was stricken out by the following vote : 

Yeas— Against the JiestricUon—21. ITaya—jrar 
the Restriction — 1, 



I 



THE STRUGGLE FOR SLAVERY RESTRICTION. 



59 



The Senate then proceeded to vote on the 
residue of the House Restriction, as follows : 

And provided also. That the further introduction of 
Slavery or involuntary servitude be prohibited, except 
for tlie punislinient of crimes, whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted. 

The vote on this clause was as follows : 

TecM—Ibr strikififf out Pie JReatriction —22. Nays 
— Againet stHking out — 16. 

The bill thus amended was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and was (March 2nd — last day but one 
of the Session) read a third time, and passed 
without a division. The bill was on that day 
returned to the House, and the amendments of 
the Senate read : whereupon, Mr. Tallmadge, of 
New-York, moved that the bill be postponed 
indefinitely. Yeas 69 ; Nays 74. 

[ISie record shows hardly a vote changed from Yea, on 
the original passage of the Restriction, to Nay now, but 
many membert) who voted then were now absent or 
silent.] 

The vote was then taken on concurring in 
the Senate's amendments, as aforesaid, and the 
House refused to concur ; Yeas 76 ; Nays 78. 

[Hardly a vote changed ; but more members voting 
th&D on ihe previous division, and less than when the 
Bestriction was carried.] 

The bill was now returned to the Senate, wiih 
a message of non-concurrence ; when Mr. Tait 
moved that the Senate adhere to its amendment, 
which was carried without a division. The bill 
being thus remanded to the House, Mr. Taylor, 
of New- York, moved that the House adhere to 
its disagreement, which prevailed. Yeas 78 ; 
Nays 66. So the bill fell between the two 
Houses, and was lost. 

The Southern portion of the then Territory 
of Missouri (organized by separation from 
Louisiana in 1812) was excluded from the pro- 
posed State of Missouri, and organized as a 
separate Territory, entitled Arkansas. 

The bill being under consideration, Mr. Tay- 
lor, of New- York, moved that the foregoing re- 
striction be applied to it also ; and the clause, 
proposing that slaves born therein after the 
passage of this act be free at twenty-five years 
of age, was carried (February 17 th) by 75 Yeas 
to 73 Nays; but that providing against the 
further introduction of Slaves was lost ; Yeas 
70; Nays 71. The next day, the clause just 
adopted was stricken out, and the bill ultimately 
passed without any allusion to Slavery. Ar- 
kansas of course became a Slave Territory, and 
ultimately (1836) a Slave State. 

THS SECOND MISSOURI STRUGOLE. 

A new Congress assembled on the 6th of 
December, 1819. Mr. Clay was again chosen 
Speaker. On the 8th, Mr. Scott, delegate from 
Missouri, moved that the memorial of her Ter- 
ritorial Legislature, as also of several citizens, 
praying her admission into the Union as a State, 
be referred to a Select Committee ; carried, 
and Messrs. Scott, of Missouri, Robertson, of 
Kentucky, Terrell, of Georgia, Strother, of Vir- 
ginia, and De Witt, of New-York, (all but the 
last from the Slave region,) were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Strong, of New- York, that day gave 
notice of a bill ** To prohibit the further exten- 
sion of Slavery in the United States.** 



On the 14th, Mr. Taylor, of New-York, moved 
a Select Committee on this subject, which was 
granted ; and the mover, witli Messrs. Liver- 
more, of New-Hampshire, Barbour, (P. P.) of 
Virginia, Lowndes, of South-Carolina, Fuller, of 
Massachusetts, Hardin, of Kentucky, and Cuth- 
bert, of Georgia, were appointed such committee, 
A majority of this Comn)ittee being Pro-Slavery, 
Mr. Taylor could do nothing ; and on the 28th 
the Committee was, on motion, discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 

On the same day, Mr. Tuylor moved : 

That a Committee be appointed with instructions to 
report a bill prohibiting the further admission of slaves 
into the Territories of the United States West of the river 
Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, this 
resolve was sent to the Committee of the Whole, 
and made a special order for January 10th; 
but it was not taken up, and appears to have 
slept the sleep of death. 

In the Senate, the memorial of the Missouri 
Territorial Legislature, asking admission as a 
State, was presented by Mr. Smith, of South- 
Carolina, December 29th, and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, which consisted of 

Messrs. Smith,of South Carolina ; Leake, of Mississippi ; 
Burrill, of Rhode Island ; Logan, of Kentucky ; Otis of 
Massactiusetts. 

DAjriEL WEBSTER ON SLAVERY EXTENSION. 

The following is extracted from the *' Memor- 
ial to the Congress of the United States, on the 
subject of restraining the increase of Slavery in 
New States to be admitted into the Union," in 
pursuance of a vote of the inhabitants of Boston 
and its vicinity, assembled at the State House 
on the 3d of December, 1819, which was 
drawn up by Daniel Webster, and signed by 
himself, George Blake, Josiah Quincy, James 
T. Austin, etc. It is inserted here instead of 
the resolves of the various New England Legis- 
latures, as a fuller and clearer statement of the 
views of the great body of the people of that 
section during the pendency of the Missouri 
question : 

** MEMORIAL 

To the Senate a/nd House of RepreserUatives of the 
United States^ in Congress assembled : 

The undersigned. Inhabitants of Boston and its 
vicinity, beg leave most respectfully and humbly to repre- 
sent : That the question of the introduuuon of Slavery 
into the new States to be formed on the we^t si<ie of tlie 
Mississippi River, appears to them to be a question of 
the last importance to the future welfare of the United 
States. If the progress of this great evil is ever lobe 
arrested, it seems to the undersigned that this is the time 
to arrest it. A false step taken now, cannot be retraced ; 
and it appears to us that the happiness of unborn millions 
rests on tlie measure which Congress on tliis occasion 
may adopt. Considering this as no local question, nor a 
question to be decided by a temporary expediency, but 
as involving great interests of tlie whole United States, 
and affecting deeply and essentially those objects of 
common defense, general welfare, and the perpetuation 
of the blessings of liberty, for which the Constitution it- 
self was formed, we have presumed, in this way, to offer 
our sentiments and express our wishes to the National 
Legislature. And, as various reasons have been sug- 
gested against prohibiting Slavery in the new States, it 
may perhaps be permitted to us to state our reasons, 
both for believing that Congress possesses the Constitu- 
tional power to make such prohibition a condition, on 
the admission of a new Siate into the Union, and that it 
is just and proper that they should exercise that power. 

*^ And in the first place, as to the Constitutional au- 
thority of Congress. The Constitution of the UqL^4. 
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NSW-JERSET. 

HOUBE OF REPRKSBKTATnrBS, ) 

January 24M, 1820. ) 

Mr. Wilson, of N. J., communicated the fol- 
lowing Resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New-Jersey, which were read ; 

WhereaSy A Bill is now depending in the Congress of 
the United States, on the application of the people in the 
Territory of Missouri for the admission of that Territory 
as a State into the Union, not containing provisions 
against Slavery in such proposed State, and a question is 
made upon the right and expediency of such provision, 

^e representatives of the people of New-Jersey, 
in Legislative Council and General Assembly of the 
said State, now in session, deem it a duty they owe to 
tixemselves, to their constituents, and posterity, to de- 
clare and make known the opinions they hold upon this 
momentous subject ; and, 

1. TJi&y do resolve <md declarey That the further 
admission of Territories into the Union, without restric- 
tion of Slavery, would, in their opinion, essentially im- 
pair the right of this and other existing States to equal 
representation in Congress (a right at the foundation of 
the political compact), inasmuch as such newly-admitted 
slaveholding States would be represented on the basis of 
their slave population ; a concession made at the forma- 
tion of the Constitution in favor of the then existing 
States, but never stipulated for new States, nor to be in- 
ferred from any article or clause in that instrument. 

2. JSesoived, That to admit the Territory of Missouri 
as a State into the Union, without prohibiting Slavery 
there, would, in the opinion of the representatives of the 
people of New-Jersey aforesaid, be no less than to sanc- 
tion this great political and moral evil, furnish the ready 
means of peopling a vast Territory with slaves, and peV- 
petuate all the dangers, crimes, and pernicious effects of 
domestic bondage. 

8. Jieaolved, As the opinion of the Representatives 
aforesaid, That inasmuch as no Territory has a right to 
be admitied into the Union, but on the principles of tlie 
Federal Constitution, and only by a law of Congress, con- 
senting thereto on the part of the existing States, Con- 
gress may rightfully, and ought to refuse such law, unless 
npon the reasonable and just conditions, assented to on the 
part of the people applying to become one of the States. 

4. ResoVoed^ In the opinion of the Representatives 
aforesaid, That the article of the Constitution which re- 
strains Congress from prohibiting the migration or impor- 
tation of slaves, until after the year 1808, does, by neces- 
sary implication, admit the general power of Congress 
over the subject of Slavery, and concedes to them the 
right to regulate and restrain such migration and impor- 
tation after that time, into the existing, or any uewly-to- 
be-created State. 

6. Heeoloed^ As the opinion of the Representatives 
of tfie people of New-Jersey aforesaid. That inasmuch as 
Congress have a clear right to refuse the admission of a 
Territory into the Union, by the terms of the Constitu- 
tion, they ought, in the present case, to exercise that ab- 
solute discretion in order to preserve the political rights 
of the several existing States, and prevent the great na- 
tional disgrace and multiplied mischiefs, which must eosue 
from conceding it, as a matter of right, in the immense 
Territories yet to claim admission into the Union beyond 
the Mississippi, that they may tolerate Slavery. 

6. Rs6oh>edy (with the concurrence of Council,) That 
the Governor of this State be requested to transmit a copy 
of the foregoing resolutions to each of the Senators and 
Representatives of this State in the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States. 

PENNSYLTANIA. 

HOUBB OF REPRRSKNTATr7B3, ) 

December 11^, 1819. \ 

A motion was made by Mr. Duane and Mr. 
Thackara, and read as follows : 

The Senate and House of Representatives of the Com^ 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, while they cherish the right 
of the individual States to express their opinion upon all 
public measures proposed in the Congress of the Union, 
are aware that its usefulness must in a great degree de- 
pend upon the discretion with which it is exercised ; they 
DdieTe that the right ought not to be resorted to upon 
trivial suttjects or unimportant occasions ; but they are 
adso persuaded that there are moments when the neglect 
to exercise it would be a dereliction of public duty. 

Sach an occasion, as in their Judgment demands the 
Inmk expression of the sentiments of Pennsylvania, is 
^Mv presented. A measure was ardently supported in 



the last Congress of the United States, and will probably 
be as earnestly urged during the existing session of that 
body, which has a p^pable tendency to impair the politi- 
cal relations of the several States ; which is calculated to 
mar the social happiness of the present and future gene- 
rations ; which, if adopted, would impede the march of 
humanity and Freedom through the world ; and would 
transfer from a misguided ancestry an odious stain and 
fix it indelibly upon the present race — a measure, in brief, 
which proposes to spread the crimes and cruelties of Sla- 
very from the banks of the Mississippi to the shores of the 
Pacific. When a measure of this character is seriously 
advocated in the republican Congress of America, in the 
nineteenth century, the several States are invoked by the 
duty which they owe to the Deity, by tlie veneration which 
tliey entertain for the memory of tlie founders of the Re- 
public, and by a tender regard for posterity, to protest 
against its adoption, to refuse to covenant with crime, 
and to limit the range of an evil that already hangs in 
awful boding over so large a portion of the Union. 

Nor can such a protest be entered by auy State with 
greater propriety than by Pennsylvania. This Common- 
wealth has as sacredly respected the rights of other 
States as it has b^en careful of it« own ; it has been the 
invariable aim of the people of Pennsylvania to extend 
to the imiverse, by their example, the unadulterated 
blessings of civil and religious freedom ; and it is their 
pride that they have been at all times the practical advo- 
cates of those improvements and charities among men 
which are so well calculated to enable them to answer the 
purposes of their Creator ; and above all, they may boast 
that they were foremost in removing the pollution of Sla- 
very from among them. 

If, indeed, the measure, against which Pennsylvania 
considers it her duty to raise her voice, were calculated 
to abridge any of the rights guaranteed to the several 
States ; if, odious as Slavery is, it was proposed to hasten 
its extinction by means injurious to the States upon which 
it was unhappily entailed, Pennsylvania would be among 
the first to insist upon a sacred observance of the Cons^.i- 
tutional compact. But it cannot be pretended that the 
rights of any of the States are at all to be affected by re- 
fusing to extend the mischiefs of human bondage over 
the boundless regions of the West, a Territory which 
formed no part of the Union at the adoption of tlie Con- 
stitution ; which has been but iftely purchased from a 
European Power by the people of the Union at large; 
which may or may not be admitted as a State into the 
Union at tlie discretion of Congress ; which must estab- 
lish a Republican form of Government, and no other; 
and whose climate^iffords none of the pretexts urged for 
resorting to the labor of natives of the torrid zone ; such 
a Territory has no right, inherent or acquired, such as 
tliose States possessed which established the existing Con- 
stitution. When that Constitution was framed in Septem- 
ber, 1787, the concession that three-fifths of the slaves in 
the States then existing should be represented in Con- 
gress, could not have been intended to embrace regions 
at that time held by a foreign power. On the contraiy, 
so anxious were the Congress of that day to confine hu- 
man bondage within its ancient home, that on the ISth 
of July, 1787, that body unanimously declared that Sla- 
very or involuntary servitude should not exist in the ex- 
tensive Territories bounded by the Ohio, the Mississippi, 
Canada and the Lakes ; and in the ninth article of the 
Constitution itself, the power of Congress to prohibit the 
emigration of servile persons after 1808, is expressly re- 
cogniseif ; nor is there to be found in the statute-book a 
single instance of the admission of a Territory to the 
rank of a State, in which Congress have not adhered to 
the right, vested in them by the Constitution, to stlpu> 
late with the Territory upon the conditions of the boon. 

The Senate and House of Representatives of Penn- 
sylvania, therefore, cannot but deprecate, any departure 
from the humane and enlightened policy pursued not only 
by the illustrious Congress which framed the Constitution, 
but by thehr successors without exception. They are per- 
suaded that, to open the fertile regions of the West to a 
servile race, would tend to increase their numbers beyond 
all past example, would open a new and steady market 
for the lawless venders of human flesh, and would render 
all schemes for obliterating this most foul blot upon the 
American character, useless and unavailing. 

Under these convictions, and in the full persuasion that 
upon this topic there is but one opinion in Pennsylvania— 

" Beaoloed hy Ihe Smote and House of Bepresenta- 
U/oes of the CdmmomDeaUh of PemtsyVoaiUa^ Thst the 
Senators of this State in the Congress of the United 
States be, and they are hereby instructed, and that tibe 
Representatives of this State in the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States be, and they are hereby requested, to vote 
SrahouBt the admission of any Territory as a State into the 
Dion, tmlew Mid T^nitocy ■ball itlpalalt and agcde 
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spotiiil Older, Jan. a4th. Mr. ThjIop, of N. ?., 
moved that it be postponed for one week: 
LoHt: Yeas 8T ; Nars 88. Whereupon the 
Hanse adjourned. It was considered in com- 
inillee the next day, as also on the 28th and 
Slith, and thence debated dnily until the 19th 
of February, when a bill cama down from tbe 
Senate " to admit the State of Maine into lbs 
Union," but with a rider antliovizing the people 
of Missouri to form a State ConBtitution, etc., 
without reslpielion on the Bul.jeut of Slavery. 

The House, very early in the session, passed 
a bill providiiifi; for the admission of Uaine as a 
State. This bill came to the Senate, and was 
sent to its Judiciary Committee aforesuid, which 
amended ii by adding a provision for MiBsouri as 
above. Alter several days' debate in Senate, Hr. 
Ro'iertP, of Pa., moved to recommit, so as to 
strike out all but the admission of Maine ; which 
was delL-ated (Jan. Mth, 182t>)— Teas 18; NayB 
25. Hereupon Mr Thomaa, of 111., (wlio voted 
with the majority, as unilbrmly against any 
resti'iction on Mi^ouri) gave notice that be 
should 
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Maine admission bill, with the proposed 
amenamentH, was discussed through sever*! 
daya, until, Feb. ISth, the question was taJMn 
on the Judiciary Committee's ameDdmsDla 
(authorizing Hiasouri to form a Stiite ConstitO' 
tion, and saying nothing or Slavery), which 
were adopted by the following vole : 
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ment, which, on the following day, he withdrew 
and substituted the following : 

And be it farther enctcted^ That In all that Territory 
ceded by France to the United States under the name of 
Louisiana which lies north of thirtynsix degrees thirty I 
minutes north latitude, excepting only such part thereof | 
as is included within the limits of the State contemplated 
by this act, Slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise 
than in the punishment of crime whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted, shall be and Is hereby forever 

Srohibited. Provided alwoA/s, that any person escaping 
ito the same, from where labor or service is lawfully 
claimed in any State or Territory of the United States, 
such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed 
to the person claiming his or her labor or service as 
aforesaid. 

Mr. Trimble, of Ohio, moved a substitute for 
this, somewhat altering the boundaries of the 
regions shielded from Slavery, which was 
rejected : Yeas 20 (Northern) ; Nays 24 
(Southern). 

The question then recurred on Mr. Thomas's 
amendment, which was adopted, as follows : 

Yeas — For excluding Slavery from all the 
Territory North and West of Missouri : 



Mellen of Mass., 
Morrill of N. H., 
Otis of Mass., 
Palmer of Vt., 
ParrottofN. H., 
IMnkney of Md., 
Roberts of Pa., 
Ruggles of Ohio, 
Sanford of N. Y., 
Stokes of N. C, 



Messrs. Brown of La., 
BurrUl of R. I., 
Dana of Conn., 
Dickerson of N. J., 
Eaton of Tenn., 
Edwards of 111., 
Horsey of Del., 
Hunter of R. I., 
Johnson of Ky., 
Johnson of La.. 

King (Wm. R.) of Ala., Thomas of III, 
King (Rufus) of N. Y., Tichenor of Vt., 
Lanman of Conn., Trimble of Ohio, 

Leake of Miss., Van Dyke of Del, 

Lowrie of Pa., Walker of Ala., * 

Lloyd of Md., "Williams of Tenn., 

Logan of Ky., Wilson of N. J.— 81 

Nays — Against such Restriction : 

Messrs. Barbour of Va., Pleasants of Va., 

Elliott of Ga., Smith (Wra.) of S. C. 

Gaillard of S. C, Taylor of Ind., 

Macon of N. C, Walker of Ga., 

Noble of Ind., WiUiams of Miss.— 10. 

[It will here be seen that the Restriction ulti- 
mately adoptt'd — tliat excluding Slavery from 
all territory then owned by the United States 
North and West of the Southwest border of the 
State of Missouri — was proposed by an early and 
steadfast opponent of the Restriction originally 
proposed, relative to Slavery in the contem- 
plated State of Missouri, and was sustained by 
the votes of fourteen Senators from Slave States, 
includino; the Senators from Delaware, Mary- 
land, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and 
Louisiana, with one vote each from North j 
Carolina and Mississippi. 

The current assumption that this Restriction 
was proposed by Rufus King, of New- York, and 
mainly sustained by the antagonists of Slavery 
Extension, is wholly mistaken. The truth, 
doubtless, is, that it was suggested by the more 
moderate opponents of the proposed Restriction 
on ML-ssouri — and supported also by Senators 
from Slave States — as a means of overcoming 
the resistance of the House to Slavery in Mis- 
BOnri. It was, in effect, an offer from the 
milder opponents of Slavery Restriction to the 
Biore moderate and flexible advocates of that 
triction — *' Let us have Slavery in Missouri, 

rou in excluding it from 
ies North and West 
loe au agree- 
to that 



effect, though the more determined champions, 
whether of Slavery Extension or Slavery Re- 
striction, did not unite in it.] 

The bill, thus amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading by the following 
vote : 

Yeas — For the Missouri Bill : 



Messrs. Barbour of Ya., 
Brown of La., 
Eaton of Tenn., 
Edwards of 111., 
Elliott of Ga., 
Gaillard of S. C, 
Horsey of Del., 
Hunter of R. I., 
Johnson of Ky., 
Johnson of La., 
King of Ala., 
Leake of Miss., 



Lloyd of Bid., 
Logan of Ky., 
ParrottofN H., 
Pinkney of Md., 
Pleasants of Va., 
Stokes of N. C, 
Thomas of III, 
Van Dyke of Del., 
Walker of Ala., 
Walker of Ga., 
Williams of Miss., 
Williams of Tenn--24 




Nays — Against the Bill : 

Messrs. Burrill of R. I., Otib of Mass., 

Dana of Conn., Palmer of Vt., 

Dickerson of N. J., Roberts of Pa., 

King of N. Y., Ruggles of Ohio, 

Lanman of Conn., Sanford of N. Y., 

Lowrie of Pa., Smith of S. C, 

Macon of N. C Taylor of Ind., 

Mellen of Mass., Tichenor of Vt., 

Morrill of N. H., Trimble of Ohio., 

Noble of Ind., Wilson of N. J.— 20. 

The bill was thus passed (Feb. 18th) without 
further division, and sent to the House for con- 
currence. In the Ilouse, Mr. Thomas's amend- 
ment (as above) was at first rejected by both 
parties, and defeated by the strong vote of 169 
to 18. The Yeas (to adopt) were, 

Messrs. Baldwin of Pa., Meech, of Vt., 

Bayly of Md., Mercer of Va., 

Bloomfleld of N. J., Quarles of Ky., 

Cocke of Tenn., Ringgold of Md., 

Crafts of Vt., Shaw of Mass., 

Culpepper of N. C, Sloan of Ohio , 

Kinsey of N. J., Smith of N. J., 

Lathrop of Mass., Smith of Md., 

Little of Bid,, Tarr of Pa — 18. 

Prior to this vote, the House disagreed to 
the log-rolling of Maine and Missouri, into one 
bill by the strong vote of 93 to 72. [We do 
not give the Yeas and Nays on this decision ; 
but the majority was composed of the repre- 
sentatives of the Free States with only four ex- 
ceptions ; and Mr. Louis McLane of Delaware, 
who was constrained by instructions from his 
legislature. His colleague, Mr. Willard Hall, 
did not vote.] 

The members from Free States who voted 

with the South to keep Maine and Missouri 

united in one bill were, 

Messrs. H. Baldwin of Pa., Henry Meigs of N. T., 

Bloomfleld of N. J., Henry Shaw of Mass., 

The House also disagreed to the remaining 
amendments of the Senate (striking out the re- 
striction on Slavery in Missouri) by the strong 
vote of 102 Yeas to 68 Nays. 

[Nearly or quite every Representative of a 
Free State voted in the majority on this division, 
with the following from Slave States : 

Louis McLane, Del, Nelson, Md., 

Alney McLean, Ky. Trimble, Ky.] 

So the House rejected all the Senate's 
amendments, and returned the bill with a cor- 
responding message. 

The Senate took up the bill on the 24th, and 
debated it till the 28th ; when, on a direct vote, 
it was decided not to recede from the attach- 
ment of Missouri to the Maine bill : Yeas 21 ; 
(19 from Free States and two from Delaware ;) 
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Nays, 23 ; (20 from Slave States with Messrs. 
Taylor of Ind., Edwards and Thomas of 111.) 

The Senate also voted not to recede from its 
amendment prohibiting Slavery west of Mis- 
souri, and north of 36° 30', north latitude. 
(For receding, 9 from Slave States, with Messrs. 
Noble and Taylor of Ind. : against it, 83— (22 
from Slave States, 11 from Free States.) The 
remaining amendments of the Senate were 
then insisted on without division, and the 
House notified accordingly. 

The bill was now returned to the House, 
which, on motion of Mr. John W. Taylor of 
N. Y , voted to insist on its disagreement to all 
but Sec. 9 of the Senate's amendments, by Yeas 
97 to Nays 76 : (all but a purely sectional vote : 
Hugh Nelson of Va. voting with the North ; 
Baldwin of Pa., Bloom field of N. J., and Shaw 
of Mass., voting with the South). 

Sec. 9, (the Senate's exclusion of Slavery 
from the Territory north and west of Missouri) 
was also rejected — Yeas 160 ; Nays, 14, (much 
as before). The Senate thereupon (March 2nd) 
passed the House's Missouri bill, striking out 
the restriction of Slavery by Yeas 27 tb Nays 
15, and adding without a division the exclusion 
of Slavery from the territory west and north of 
said State. Mr. Trimble again moved the ex- 
clusion of Slavery from Arkansas also, but was 
again voted down. Yeas, 12 ; Nays, 80. 

The Senate now asked a conference, which 
the House granted without a division. The 
Committee of Conference was composed of 
Messrs. Thomas of Illinois, Pinkney of Maryland, 
and Barbour of Va. (all anti-restrictionists), on 
the part of the Senate, and Messrs. Holmes of 
Mass., Taylor of N. Y., Lowndes of S. C, 
Parker of Mass , and Kinsey of N. J., on the 
part of the House. (Such constitution of the 
Committee of Conference was in effect a sur- 
render of the Restriction on the part of the 
House.) John Holmes of Mass., from this Com- 
mittee, in due time (March 2nd), reported that, 

1. The Senate should give up the combina- 
tion of Missouri in the same bill with Maine. 

2. The House should abandon the attempt 
to restrict Slavery in Missouri. 

8. Both Houses should agree to ptiss the 
Seuate^s separate Missouri bill, with Mr. 
Thomas's restriction or compromising proviso, 
excluding Slavery from all Territory north and 
west of Missouri. 

The report having been rfead, the first and 
most important question was put, viz : 

Will the House concur with the Senate in so much of 
the said amendments as proposes to strike from the 
fourth section of the (Missouri) bill the provision prohib- 
iting Slavery or involuntary servitude, in the contem- 
plated State, otherwise than in the punishment of 
crimes ? 

On which question the Yeas and Nays were 
demanded, and were as follows : 

Ykas — For giving up Restrictions on Mis- 

souri : 

Massachusetts. — Mark Langdon Hill, John Holmes, 
Jonathan Mason, Henry Shaw— 4. 

Rhodb Island.— Samuel Eddy— 1. 

CoNNBOTicnT.— Samuel A. Foot, James Stephens— 2. 

Nbw-Yokk.— Henry Meigs, Henry R. Storrs— 2. 

Nbw-Jbrsbt— Joseph filoomfleld, Charles Kinsey, Ber- 
aard Smith— 8. 

Pbnmstlvamia.— Henry Baldwin, David Pullerton— 2, 

Total from Free-States 14. 



DiOAWARB. — ^Louis McLane— -. 

Maktlamd.— Stephenson Archer, Thomas Bayty, 
Thomas Culbreth, Joseph Kent, Peter Little, Raphael 
Neale, Samuel Ringgold, Samuel Smith, Henry B Ww* 
field-9. 

YiRGiNiA.— Mark Alexander, William & Archer, Fliito 
P. Barbour, William A. Burwell, Jolm Floyd, Robert 8. 
Garnett, James Johnson, James Jones, William McOoy, 
Charles F. Mercer, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Nelson, Severn 
E Parker, Jas. Pindall, John Randolph, Ballard Smith, 
Alexander 'Smyth, George P. Strother, Thomas Van 
Swearingen, George Tucker, John Tyler, Jared WiUiamf 
—22. 

North Carolina.— Hutchins G. Burton, John Culpep- 
per, William Davidson, Weldon N. Edwards, Charles 
Fisher, Thomas H. Hall, Charles Hooks, Thomas Settle, 
Jesse Slocumb, James S. Smith, Felix Walker, Lewis 
Williams— 12. 

South Carolina.— Josiah Brevard, Ellas Earle, James 
Erwin, William Lowndes, James McCreary, James Over- 
street, Charles Pinckney, Eldred Simkins, Sterling 
Tucker— 9. 

Gboroia.— Joel A. Abbot, Thomas W. Cobb. Joel 
Crawford, John A. Cuthbert, Robert R. Reid, WiUiam 
TerrUl— 6. 

Alabama. — John Crowell — 1. 

MississipPL — John Rankin— 1. 

Louisiana. — Thomas Butler— 1. 

Kkntucky— Richard C. Anderson, jr., William Brown, 
Benjamin Hardin, Alney McLean, Thomas Metcalf, Tun- 
stall Quarles, Geo. Robertson, David Tiimble— 8. 

Tennbssbk.— Robert Allen, Henry H. Bryan, Newtos 
Cannon, John Cocke, Francis Jones, John lUiea — 5. 

Total Yeas from Slave States, 76 ; in all 90. 

Nays — Against givi7ig up the Hestriction on 
Slavery in MiHSOuri : 

Nbw-Haupshirk.- Joseph Buffum, jr., Josiah Butler, 
Clifton Clagett, Arthur Livermore, William Plumer, Jr., 
Nathaniel Upham— 6. 

Massachusbtts (including Maine). — Benjamin Adams, 
Samuel C. Allen, Joshua Cushman, Edward Dowse, Wal* 
ter Folger, jr., Timothy Fuller, Jonas Kendall, Martin 
Kinsley, Samuel Lathrop, Enoch Lincoln, Marcus Moi^ 
ton, Jeremiah Nelson, James. Parker, Zabdiel Sampson, 
Nathaniel Silsbee, Ezekiel Whitman— 16. 

Rhodu Islano. — Nathaniel Hazard — 1. 

Connecticut.- Jonathan 0. Moseley, Elisha Phelpi, 
John Russ, Gideon Tomlinson— 4. 

Vermont.— Samuel C. Crafts, Rollin 0. Mallary, lEna 
Meech, Charles Rich, Mark Richards, William Strong— 6. 

Nbw-Yurk.— Nathaniel Allen, Caleb Baker, Robert 
Clark, Jacob II. De Witt, John D. Dickinson, John Fay, 
William D. Ford, Ezra C. Gross, James Guyon, Jr., 
Aaron Hackley, jr., George Hull, Joseph S. Lyman, 
Robert Monell, Nathaniel Pitclier, Jonathan Richmond, 
Randall S. Street, James St ong, John W. Taylor, Albert 
H. Tracy, Solomon Van Rensselear, Peter U. W endover, 
SUas Wood— 22. 

NBw-JuKS2r.— Ephraim Bateman, John Linn, Henij 
Southard — 8. 

Pknnstlvania.— Andrew Boden, William DarlingtoB, 
George Dennison, Samuel Edwards, Thomas Forreiti 
Samuel Gross, Joseph Hemphill, Jacob Hibschmao, 
Joseph Heister, Jacob llostetter, William P. Maclaj, 
David Marchand, Robert Moore, Samuel Moore, Jolu 
Murray, Thomas Patterson, Robert Philson, Thomas J. 
Rogers, John Sergeant, Christian Tarr, James M. Wal* 
lace— 21. 

Ohio. — Philemon Beecher, Henry Brush, John W. 
Campbell, Samuel Herrick, Thomas R. Ross, John Bloane 
-6. 

Indiana.— William Hendricks— 1. 

Illinois. — ^Daniel P. Cook — 1. 

Total, Nays, 87— all from Free States. 

(The members apparently absent on this im- 
portant division, were Henry W. Edwards of 
Conn., Walter Case and Honorius Peck of N. Y. 
and John Conditof N. J., from the Free States; 
with Lemuel Sawyer of N. C, and David 
Walker of Ey., from the Slave States. Mr. 
Clay of Ky., being Speaker, did not vote.) 

This defeat broke the back of the Northern 
resistance to receiving Missouri as a Slaye 
State. 

Mr. Taylor, of N. Y., now moved an amend- 
ment, intended to include Arkansas Territory 
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under the proposed Inhibition of Slavery west 
of Missouri ; but this motion was cut off by the 
Preyious Question, (which then cut off amend- 
ments more rigorously, according to the rules 
of the House, than it now does), and the House 
proceeded to concur with the Senate in inserting 
the exclusion of Slavery from the territory 
west and north of Missouri, instead of that just 
stricken out by, 184 Yeas to 42 Nays, (the Nays 
being from the South). So the bill was passed 
in the form indicated above ; and the bill ad< 
mitting Maine as a State, (relieved, by a confer- 
ence, from the Missouri rider,) passed both 
Houses without a divison, on the following day. 
Such was the virtual termination of the strug- 
gle for the restriction of Slavery in Missouri, 
which was beaten by the plan of proffering in- 
stead an exclusion of Slavery from all the then 
federal territ;pry west and north of that State. 
It is unquestionable that, without this compromise 
or equivalent, the Northern votes, which passed 
the bill, could not have been obtained for it. 

THB THIRD MISSOURI STRUGGLE. 

Though the acceptance of Missouri as a 
State, with a Slave Constitution, was forever 
settled by the votes just recorded, a new excite- 
ment sprang up on her presenting herself to 
Congress (Nov. 16, 1820),) with a State Consti- 
tution, framed on the 19th of July, containing 
the following resolutions : 

The Oeneral- Assembly shall have no power to pass 
Uwt, nrst, for the emancipation of slaves without the 
consent of their owners, or without paying them, before 
inch emancipation, a full equivalent for such slaves so 
emancipated; and, Second, to prevent bonajlde emi- 
grants to this State, or actual settlers therein, from 
bringing from any of the United States, or from any of 
thdr Territories, such persons as may there be deemed to 
be slaves, so long as any persons of the same description 
are allowed to be held as slaves by the laws of this State. 

... It shall be their duty, as soon as may be, to 
pass such laws as may be necessary. 

First, to prevent ft-ee negroes and mulattoes from 
condng to, and settling in, this State, under any pretext 
vhatever. 

The North, still smarting under a sense of its 
defeat on the question of excluding Slavery from 
Missouri, regarded this as needlessly defiant, 
insulting, and inhuman, and the section last 
quoted as palpably in violation of that clause 
of the Federal Constitution which gives to the 
dtixens of each State (which blacks are, in 
Beveral Free States), the rights of citizens in 
every State. A determined resistance to any 
such exclusion was manifested, and a portion 
of the Northern Members evinced a disposition 
to renew the struggle against the further intro- 
duction of slaves into Missouri. At the first 
effort to carry her admission, the House voted 
it down — Yeas, 79 ; Nays, 93. A second at- 
tempt to admit her, on condition that she would 
expunge the obnoxious clause (last quoted) of 
her Constitution, was voted down still more de- 
cisiTely — Yeas, 6 ; Nays* 146. 

The House now rested, until a joint resolve, 
admitting her with but a vague and incfifective 
qualification, came down from the Senate, where 
it was passed by a vote of 26 to 18 — six Sena- 
tors from Free States in the affirmative. Mr. 
Clay, who had resigned in the recess, and been 
succeeded, as Speaker, by John W. Taylor, of 
New-York, now appeared as the leader of the 
ri admiisionists, and proposed terms of 
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compromise, which were twice voted down by 
the Northern members, aided by John Randolph 
and three others from the South, who would 
have Missouri admitted without condition or 
qualification. At last-, Mr. Clay proposed a Joint 
Committee on this subject, to be chosen by bal- 
lot — which the House agreed to by 101 to 65 ; 
and Mr. Clay became its Chairman. By this 
Committee, it was agreed that a solemn pledge 
should be required of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri that the Constitution of that State should 
not be construed to authorize the passage of 
any Act, and that no Act should be passed, 
*' by which any of the citizens of either of the 
States should be excluded from the enjoyment 
of the privileges and immunities to which they 
are entitled under the Constitution of the United 
States." The Joint Resolution, amended by 
the addition of this proviso, passed the House 
by 86 Yeas to 82 Nays ; the Senate concurred 
(Feb. 27th, 1821,) by 26 Yeas to 15 Nays— (all 
Northern but Macon, of N. C); Missouri com- 
plied with the condition, and became an ac- 
cepted member of the Union. Thus closed the 
last stage of the fierce Missouri Controversy,, 
which for a time seemed to threaten— as so many 
other controversies have harmlessly threatened 
— the existence of the Union. 

EXTENSION OF MISSOURI. 

The State of Missouri, as originally organized, 
was bounded on the west by a line already 
specified, which excluded a triangle west of 
said line, and between it and the Missouri,, 
which was found, in time, to be exceedingly 
fertile and desirable. It was free soil by tiie 
terms of the Missouri compact, and was also- 
covered by Indian reservations, not to be 
removed without a concurrence of two-thirds- 
of the Senate. Messrs. Benton and Linn, Sena* 
tors from Missouri, undertook the difficult task- 
of engineering through Congress a bill includ- 
ing this triangle (large enough to form seven. 
Counties) within the State of Missouri ; which 
they effected, at the long session of 1835-6, so- 
quietly as hardly to attract attention. The bill 
was first sent to the Senate's Committee on the 
Judiciary, where a favorable report was pro- 
cured from Mr. John M. Clayton, of Delaware, 
its Chairman ; and then it was floated through 
both Houses without encountering the perils of 
a division. The requisite Indian treaties were 
likewise carried through the Senate ; so Missouri 
became possessed of a large and desirable 
accession of territory, which has since become 
one of her most populous and wealthy sections,, 
devoted to the growing of hemp, tobacco, etc., 
and cultivated by slaves. This is the most pro- 
Slavery section of the State, in which was- 
originated, and was principally sustained, that 
series of inroads into Kansas, corruptions of 
her ballot-boxes, and outrages upon her people,, 
which earned for their authors the appellation- 
of Border Ruffians, « 

THE ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

The name of Texas was originally applied to- 

: a Spanish possession or province, lying between 

the Mississippi and the Rio Grande del Norte, 

but not extending to either of these great rivers. 

It was an appendage of the Yiceroyalty o£ 
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Mexico, but had yery few civilized inhabitants 
do'vn to the time of the separation of Mexico 
from Spain. On two or three occasionSf bands 
oi French adventurers had landed on its coast, 
or entered it from the adjoining French colony 
of Louisiana; but they had uniformly been 
treated as intruders, and either destroyed or 
made prisoners by the Spanish military authori- 
ties. No line had ever been drawn between 
the two colonies; but the traditional line be- 
tween them, south of the Red River, ran some- 
what within the limits of the present State of 
Louisiana. 

When Louisiana was transferred by France to 
the United States, without speciiication of 
boundaries, collisions of claims on this frontier 
was apprehended. General Wilkinson, com- 
manding the United States troops, moved gra- 
dually to the west ; the Spanish commandant in 
Texas likewise drew toward the frontier, until 
they stood opposite each other across what was 
then tacitly settled as the boundary between the 
the two countries. This was never afterward 
disregarded. 

In 1819, Spain and the United States seemed 
on the verge of war. General Jackson had 
twice invaded Florida, on the assumption of 
complicity on the part of her rulers and people 
— first with our British, then with our savage 
enemies — and had finally overrun, and, in effect, 
annexed it to the Union. Spain, on the other 
hand, had preyed upon our commerce during 
the long wars in Europe, and honestly owed our 
merchants large sums for unjustifiable seizures 
and spoliations. A negotiation for the settle- 
ment of these differences was carried on at 
Washington, between John Quincy Adams, Mr. 
Monroe's Secretary of State, and Don Onis, the 
Spanish embassador, in the course of which Mr. 
Adams set up a claim, on the part of this 
country, to Texas as a natural geographical 
appendage not of Mexico, but of Louisiana. 
This claim, however, he eventually waived and 
relinquished, in consideration of a cession of 
Florida by Spain to this country — our govern- 
ment agreeing, on its pact, to pay the claims of 
our merchants for spoliations. Texas remained, 
therefore, what it always had been—a depart- 
ment or province of Mexico, with a formal 
quit-claim thereto on the part of the United 
States. 

The natural advantages of this region in 
time attracted the attention of American adven- 
turers, and a small colony of Yankees was set- 
tled thereon, about 1819-20, by Moses Austin, 
of Connecticut. Other settlements followed. 
Originally, grants of land in Texas were prayed 
for, and obtained of the Mexican Government, 
<on the assumption that the petitioners were 
Homan Catholics, persecuted in the United 
States because of their religion, and anxious to 
find a refuge in some Catholic country. Thus 
all the early emigrants to Texas went pro- 
fessedly as Cath^Hcs, no other religion being 
tolerated. 

Slavery was abolished by Mexico soon after 
the consummation of her independence, when 
i»ery few slaves were, or ever had been, in Texas. 
But, about iSM, some years after this event, a 
quiet, but very general, and evidently con- 
certed, emigration, mainly from Tennessee and 



other southwestern States, began to concentrate 
itself in Texas. The emigrants carried rifles ; 
many of them were accompanied by slaves; 
and it was well understood that they did not 
intend to become Mexicans, much less to relin- 
quish their slaves. When Gen. Sam. Houston 
left Arkansas for Texas, in 1834-6, the Little 
Rock Journal^ which announced his exodus and 
destination, significantly added: *^ We shall, 
doubtless^ hear of his raising his flag ther9 
shortly,'''* That was a foregone conclusion. 

Of course, the new settlers in Texas did not 
lack pretexts or provocations for such a step* 
Mexico was then much as she is now, mis- 
governed, turbulent, anarchical, and despotic. 
The overthrow of her Federal Constitution by 
Santa Anna was one reason assigned for the 
rebellion against her authority which broke out 
in Texas. In 1885, her independence was 
declared ; in 1836, at the decisive l^attle of San 
Jacinto, it was, by the rout and capture of the 
Mexican dictator, secured. This triumph was- 
won by emigrants from this country almost 
exclusively ; scarcely half a dozen of the old 
Mexican inhabitants participating in the revola- 
tion. Santa Anna, while a prisoner, under 
restraint and apprehension, agreed to a peace 
on the basis of the independence of Texas— a 
covenant which he had no power, and probably 
no desire, to give effect to when restored to 
liberty. The Texans, pursuing their advantage, 
twice or thrice penetrated other Mexican pro- 
vinces — Tamaulipas, Coahuila, etc., — and waTed 
their Lone-Star flag in defiance on the banks 
of the Rio Grande del Norte ; which position, 
however, they were always compelled soon to 
abandon — once with severe loss. Their govern- 
ment, nevertheless, in reiterating their declara- 
tion of independence, claimed the Rio Grande as 
their western boundary, from its source to its 
mouth, including a large share oC Tamaulipasy 
Coahuila, Durango, and by far the more impor- 
tant and populous portion of New Mexico. And 
it was with this claim, expressly set forth in the 
treaty, that President Tyler and his responsible 
advisers negotiated the first official project of 
annexation, which was submitted to the Senate, 
during the session of 1843-4, and rejected by a 
very decisive vote : only fifteen (mainly Soath- 
ern) senators voting to confirm it. Col. Benton, 
and others, urged this aggressive claim of 
boundary, as affording abundant reason for the 
rejection of this treaty; but it is not known 
that the Slavery aspect of the case attracted 
especial attention in the Senate. The measure, 
however, had already been publicly eulogized 
by Gen. James Hamilton, of S. C, as cal- 
culated to ^* give a Gibraltar to the South,** and 
had, on that ground, secured a Tory general 
and ardent popularity throughout the South- 
West. And, more than a year previously, seTe- 
ral northern members of Congress had united in 
the following : 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE FREE STATES OF 

UNION. 

We, the undersigned, in closing oar duties to our i 
Btituents and our country as members of the 27th C<m- 
gress, feel bound to call your attention, very briefly, to 
the project, long entertained by a portion of th« people 
of these United States, still pertinaciously adhered tO| 
and intended soon to be consummated : thk ATHHKLkfbM 
OF TiuEAS TO TUI8 UNION. In the press of businait la«A- 
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ient to the last days of It session of Congress, we have 
not time, did we deem it necessary, to enter upon a 
detailed statement of the reasons which force upon our 
minds the conviction that this project la by no meaiva 
abandoned : that a large portion of the country, inter- 
ested in the continuance of Domestic Slavery and the 
Save-trade in these United States, have solemnly and 
unalterably determined t/uit it shall be speedily car- 
Tied into execution; and that, by this admission of new 
Sare Territory and Slave States, the undue ascend- 
•noir qf the Slave^holding power in the Oovemmeni 
AaU 06 secured and riveted beyond all redemp- 
tion, J t 

That it was with these views and intentions that set- 
tlements were effected in the province, by citizens of the 
United States, difBcultiea fomented with the Mexican 
Government, a revolt brought about, and an Indepen- 
dent Government declared, cannot now admit of a 
doubt; and that, hitherto, all attempts of Mexico to re- 
duce her revolted province to obedience have proved 
nnsuccessful, is to be attributed to the unlawful aid and 
assistance of designing and interested individuals in the 
United States, and the direct and indirect cooperation 
of our own Government, tcit/i, similar f>iewSf is not the 
less certain and demonstrable. 

The open and repeated enlistment of troops in several 
States of this Union, in aid of the Texan Revolution ; the 
intrusion of an American Army, by order of the Presi- 
dent, far into the territory of the Mexican Government, 
at a moment critical for the fate of the insurgents, under 
pretense of preventing Mexican soldiers from fomenting 
Indian disturbances, but in reality in aid of, and acting 
in singular concert and coincidence with, the army of the 
Revolutionists ; the entire neglect of our Government to 
adopt any efficient measures to prevent the most un- 
warrantable aggressions of bodies of our own citizens, 
anttited, organized and officered within our own borders, 
and marched in arms and battle array upon the terri- 
tory, and against the inhabitants of a friendly govern- 
ment, in aid of freebooters and insurgents, and the pre- 
nature recognition of the Independence of Texas, by a 
snap vote, at the heel of a session of Congress, and that, 
too, at the very session when President Jackson had, by 
qMcial Message, insisted that "the measure would 
be contrary to the policy invariably observed by the 
United States in all similar cases;" would be marked 
with great ii\justice to Mexico, and peculiarly liable to 
the diurkest suspicions, inawnueh as the Textins were 
ultnost all emigrants from the United States^ and 

■ODOBT THB KKGOQNITION OF TUEia INOEPKNDKNCK WITH TUK 
ATOWKD PURPOSK OF OBTAININO THEIR AMMBXATION TO TUK 

Ukitko Statbs. These occurrences are too well known 
and too treah in the memory of all, to need more 
than a passing notice. These have become matters 
of history. For further evidence upon all these and 
other important points, we refer to the memorable 
■peedi of John Quincy Adams, delivered in the House of 
Representatives during the morning hour in June and 
July, 1888, and to his address to his constituents, de- 
Bvered at Braintree, 17th September, 1842. 

The open avowal of the Texans themselves— the fre- 
qnent and anxious negotiations of our own Government 
—the resolutions of various States of the Union— the 
namerons declarations of members of Congress — the 
tone of the Southern press— as well as the direct applica- 
tion of the Texan Government, make it impossible for 
mtynum to doubt^ that annexation, and the formation 
of several new Slaveholding States, were originally the 
poDcj and design of the Slaveholding States and the 
Jbceeutlve of the Nation. 

The same reference will show, very conclusively, that 
Xbm particular ejects ot this new acquisition of Slave 
TWiitory were thh pbrpktuation of Slavbrt and thb 

OOMTUICKD A8CBXDBNCT OF THB SLAVB PoWBKR. 

The following extracts from a Report on that subject, 
adopted by the Legislature of Mississippi, from a mass 
of nmilar evidence which might be adduced, will show 
w Jtt ^ohai views the annexation was then urged : 

** But we hasten to suggest the importance of the anDezatlon 
of Texas to this RepubUo upon grouuds somewhat local iu 
their complexion, but of &n import iniinitely grave and luter- 
eating to the people who inhabit the Southern portion of this 
Oouwderacy, where It is known that a species of domestic 
Bbvery Is tolerated and protected by law, whose existence is 
proMbiied by the legal regulations or other States of this Con- 
fBderaoy ; whlclP system of Slavery is held by all, who are 
acquainted with its practical citects, to be o/ highly 
fijdUemoe to the country teiihin whose Umtte it ia per- 

*' The Committee feel authorbsed to say that this system is 
ehe rish ed by our oonstituents as the very palladium of their 
fntperUy ojid kajpfinesB, and whatever Ignorant Cuiatics may 
elaewliere eoi^ectare, the Committee are fully assured, upon 
the moat dlUgeiit observation and reflection on the subject, that 
AsaMdkdoesnotptmemwUkinkerWnitsaUeadngvBiAtBMch 




the affecHtnu of her people are so dosely entwined and so oow- 
pltUiu enjibred^ and whose value is more highly appreciated, 
than that which we are now considermg. 

• ••••••• 

"It may not be improper here to remark that, during the 
last session of Congress, when a Senator from Misussippi pro- 
posed the acknowledgment of Texan independence, it was 
found, with a few exceptions, the members of that body were 
ready to take ground upon it, as upon the sidled of Slavery 
itself. 

" With all these facts before us, we do not hesitate in be- 
lieviug tiiat these feelings iuliuenced the New England Sena- 
tors, but one voting in favor of the measure ; and, uideed, Mr. 
Webster had been bold enough, in a public speech recently 
delivered in New- York, to many thousand citizens, to declare 
that the reason that influenced his opposition was his abhor- 
rence of Slavery in the South, and that it might, in the event of 
itsrecognition, become a slaveholding State. He also spoke 
of the eflbrts making iu favor of Abolition ; and that, being pre- 
dicated upon and aided by the powerful influence of religious 
feeling, it would become Irresistible and overwhelming. 

'* Ttiiia language, coming from so dlsiinguished an individual 
as Mr. Webster, so familiar with the feelings of the North and 
entertaining so high a respect for public sentiment in New 
lilngland, speaks so plainly the voice of the North as not to be 
misunderstood. 

" We sincerely hope there is enough good sense and gentiine 
love of country among our fellow-coimti-ymen of the Northern 
States, to secure us final justice on this swiject ; yet we cannot 
consider it safe or expedient for the people of the South to en- 
tirely disregard the efl'orts of the fanatics, and the opinions of 
such men as Webster, and others who cuimtenance such dan- 
gerous doctrines. 

" The Northern States hare no interests of their oicn which 
require any special safeguards for their defense, save only 
their domestic manufactures : and God knows they have 
already received protection from Government on a most 
liberal scale : under which encouragement they have im- 
proved and flourished beyond example. The South has very 
peculiar intercbts to presetxe ; interests already violently as- 
sailed and bolJly threatened. 

" k'our Committee are fully persuaded that (his protection to 
her bent interests vill be afforded by the nnnextUion of Texas: 
an equipoise of influence in the halls of Congress v ill be securea, 
which uill/umiiJi ua a pet nutnent guaranty of protection." 

The speech of Mr. Adams, exposing the whole system 
of duplicity and perfidy toward Mexico, had marked the 
conduct of our Government; and the emphatic expressions 
of opposition which began to come up from all parties in 
the Free States, however, for a time, nearly silenced the 
clamors of the South for annexation, and the people of 
the North have been lulled into the belief that the pro- 
ject is pearly, if not wholly abandoned, and that, at 
least, there is now no serious danger of its consumma- 
tion. 

Believing this to be & false and dangerous security ; 
that the project has never been abandoned a moment, 
by its originators and abettors, but that it has been de- 
ferred for a more favorable moment for its accomplislv 
ment, we refer to a few evidences of more recent de- 
velopment upon which this opinion is founded. 

The last Election of Pi esident of the Republic of Texas, 
is understood to have turned, mainly, upon the question 
of annexation or no annexation, and the candidate 
favorable to that measure was successful by an over- 
whelming majority. The sovereign States of Alabama, 
Tennessee, and Mississippi, have recently adopted Reso- 
lutions, some, if not all uf them, unanimously, in favor 
of annexation, and forwarded them to Congress. 

The Hon. Henry A. Wise, a member of Congress troiu 
the District in which our present Chief Magistrate resided 
when elected Vice-President, and wtio is understood to 
be more intimately acquainted with the views and de- 
signs of the present administration than any other mem- 
ber of Congress, most distinctly avowed his desire for, 
and expectation of annexation, at the last session of 
Congress. Among other things, he said, in a speech 
delivered January 26, 1842 : 

" True, if Iowa be added on the one side, Florida will be 
added on the other. But there the equation must stop. Let 
one more Northern State be admitted, and the equilibrium is 
gone — gone forever. The Italance of interests is gone — the safe- 
guard of American property— of the American Constitution— 
of the American Utuon. vanished into thin air. This mutt be 
the ineoiUMe result, unless by a treaty with Hexico, the Som'H 

CAM ADD MORE WEIGHT TO HER END OF THE LEVER? Let the 

South Stop at the Saf/ine, (the oaHtern boundary of Texas,) while 
the North may spread unchecked beyond the Rocky Moun- 
tains AND THE SOOTUERM 8CAI.E MUST KICK THE BEAM.'' 

Finding difficulties, perhaps, in the way of a cession bj 
Treaty, in another speech delivered in April, 1842, on a 
motion made by Mr. Linn, of New-York, to strike out the 
salary of the Minister to Mexico, on the ground that the 
design of the Kxbcutivb, in making the appointment, 
was to accomplish the annexation of Texas, Mr. Wise 
sidd, " he earnestly hoped and trusted that the President 
was as desirous (of annexation) as he was represented to 
be. We may well suppose the President to be in favor of 
it, as every wise statesman must be who is not governed 
by fanaUcism, or local sectional preJudLcea." 
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He said of Texas, that— 

" While she was, as a State, weak and almost powerless in 
reslstiag invasion, she was herself irresistible as an invading 
and a conquering power. She had but a sparse population, 
and neither men nor money of her own, to raise and equip an 
army for her own defense ; but let her once raise the flag of 
foreign conquest—let her once proclaim a crusade against the 
rich States to the south of her— and in a moment volunteers 
would flock to her standard in crowds, /rom all the States in the 
griKii vallej/ of (he Misaisaippi— men of enterprise and valor, be- 
fore whom no Mexican troops could stand for an hour. They 
would leave their own towns, arm themselves, and travel on 
tJbeir own cost, and would come up in thousands, to plant the 
tone star of the Texan banner on the Mexican capitol. Thev 
would drive Santa Anna to the South, and in boundless wealth 
of captured towns, and rifled churches, and a lazy, vicious, 
and luxurious priesthood, would soon enable Texas, to pay her 
soldiery, and redeem her State debt, and push her victorious 
arms to the very shores of the Pacific. And would not all 
this extend the bounds of Slavery t Yes, the result would be, 
that, before another quarter of a century, the extension of 
Slavery would not stop short of the Western Ocean. We had 
InU tu>o cUtemativee be/ore %u ; either to receive Texas into our 
fraternUy of States, ana thtts make her our own, or to leave her to 
oonquer Mexico, and become out moat dangerous and formidable 
rivoL 

" To talk of restraining the people of the great Valley from 
emigrating to Join her armies, was all in vain ; and it was 
equally vain to calculate on their defeat by any Mexican 
forces, aided by England or not They had gone once already : 
ii VKU thev that conquered Santa Anna at San Jacinto ; and 
three-fourths of Ihem, after winning that glorious field, had 
peaceably returned to their homes. But once set before them 
the conquest of the rich Mexican provinces, and you might as 
well attempt to stop the wind. This Government might send 
its troops to the frontier, to turn them back, and they would 
run over them like a herd of buJBTalo. 

"Nothing could keep these booted loafers from rushing 
on, till they kicked the Spanish priests out of the temples they 
profaned." 

Mr. Wise proceeded to insist that a majority of the people of 
the United States were in favor of the annexation ; at all 
erenta, he would risk it with the Democracy of the North. 

" Sir," said Mr. Wise, " it is not only the duty of the Oovem- 
menl to demand the liquidation of our claims, and the libera- 
tloQ of our citizens, but to go further, and demand the non- 
invasion of Texas. Shall we sit still while the standard of in- 
surrection is raised on our borders, and let a horde of slaves, 
amd Indiana and Mexicana roll up to the boundary line ofArkan- 
aaa and Louisiana t No. It is our duty at once to say to 
Mexico, * If you strike Texas, you strike ua ;' and if England, 
standing by, should dare to intermeddle, and ask, ' Do you 
take part u>ith Texas V his prompt answer should be, ' Tea, and 
againtit you.* 

" Such, he would let gentlemen know, toaa the apirii of the wTiole 
people of the great valley of the West. ' ' 

Several other members of Congress, in the same debate, 
expressed similar views and desires, and they are still 
more frequently expressed in conversation. 

The Hon. Thomas W. G-ilmer, a member of Congress 
from Virginia, and formerly a Governor of that State, 
numbered as one of the " Guard," and of course under- 
stood to be in the counsels of the Cabinet, in a letter 
bearing date the 10th day of January last, originally de- 
signed as a private and confidential letter to a friend, 
^ves it as his deliberate opinion, after much examination 
and reflection, that Texas will bb ammexbd to the 
Union ; and he enters into a specious argument, and pre- 
sents a variety of reasons in favor of the measure. He 
says, among other things : 

" Having acquired Louisiana and Florida, we have an in- 
terest and a frontier on the Gulf of Mexico, and along our in- 
terior to the Pacific, which will not permit us to close our eyes, 
or fold our arms, with indifference to the events which a few 
years may disclose in that quarter. We have already had one 
question of boundary with Texas ; other questions must soon 
arise, under our revenue laws, and on other points of neces- 
sary intercourse, which it will be difficult to anjust. The inati- 
tuUnna of Texas, and her relations unth other governments, are 
yet in that condition which inclines her people (w?u> are our own 
countrymen,) to unite their destinies with ours. This must be 
DOsrs SOON, OR NOT AT ALL. TTiere are numerous tribes of In- 
dians along both frontiers, whirh can easily become the cause or 
the instrument of border tears." 

None can be so blind now, as not to know that the real 
design and object of the South is, to ** add new weight 
TO HKR KND OF THE LBVKR." It was upou that grouud 
that Mr. Webster placed his opposition, in his speech on 
that subject in New-Tork, in March, 1837. In that speech, 
after stating that he saw insurmountable objections to 
tbe*annexation of Texas, that the purchase of Louisiana 
and Florida furnished no precedent for it, that the cases 
were not parallel, and that no such policy or necessity 
as led to that, required the annexation of Texas, he said : 

'* Gentlemen, we all see, that by whomsoever possessed, 
Texas is likely to be a slavcholding couutrv ; and I frankly 
avow my entire unwillingness to do anyrhiiig which shall 
extend the Slavery of the African race on this continent, or add 
other slavebolding States' to the Union. When I say that I 
regard Slavery as in itself a great moral, social, and political 
eivll, I only use languai^e which has been adopted by disiiu- 
guishcd men, themselves citizens of Slavcholding States.. I 
wall do nothing, therefore, to fSeivor or encourage its fiu'ther 
extension." 



In conclusion he said : 

" I see, therefore, no political necessity for the annexatlm 
of Texas to the Union ; no advantages to be derived firom It-, 
and objections to it of a strong, and, in my judgment, dedstre 
character. 

"I believe it to be for the interest and happiness of the 
whole Union, to remain as it is, without diminution and without 
addition." 

To prevent the success of this nefarious project— to 
preserve from such gross violation the Constitution of ovr 
country, adopted expressly " to secure ths bleesinga <f 
liberty, ^^ and not the perpetuation of Slavery — and to 
prevent the speedy and violent dissolutiqn of the Union 
— we invite you to unite, without distinction of party, in 
an immediate expression of your views on this subject^ 
in such manner as you may deem best calculated to 
answer the end proposed. 



John Quinot Adam?) 
Seth M. Gates, 
William Sladr, 
William B. Calhoun, 
Joshua R. Giddinos, 
Sherlock J. Andrews, 



Nathaniel B. Bobokk, 
Thomas C. Cuittknj>bii, 
John Mattocks, 
Christopher Moroah, 
Joshua M. Howard, 

ViCTORT filRDSBTI, 



HiLANo Hall. 
Washington, March Zrd^ 1848. 

[Note. — The above address was drawn up by Hon. Seth M. 
Gates, of New- York, at the suggestion of John Quincy Adama, 
and sent to members of Congress at their residmces, after 
the close of the session, for their signatures. Many more than 
the above approved heartily of its positions and otiJeeta, 
and would have signed it, but for its premature publioa- 
tion, through mistake. Mr. Winthrop, of Mass., was one off 
these, with Gov. firlggs, of course ; Mr. Fillmore declined 
signing it.] 

The letters of Messrs. Clay and Van Baren, 
taking ground against annexation, without the 
consent of Mexico, as an act of bad faith and 
aggression, which would necessarily result in 
war, which appeared in the spring of 1844^ 
make slight allusions, if any, to the Slaverj 
aspect of the case. In a later letter, Mr. day 
declared that he did not oppose annexation on 
account of Slavery, which he regarded as a 
temporary institution, which, therefore, ought 
not to stand in the way of a permanent acquisi- 
tion. And, though Mr. Clay's last letter on tho 
subject, prior to the election of 1844, reiterated 
and emphasized all his objections to annexation 
under the existing circumstances, he did not in- 
clude the existence of Slavery. 

The defeat of Mr. Van Buren, at the Balti- 
more Nominating Convention — Mr. Polk being 
selected in his stead, by a body which had been 
supposed pledged to renominate the ex-Presi- 
dent— excited considerable feeling, especially 
among the Democrats of New-York. A number 
of their leaders united in a letter, termed the 
"Secret Circular," advising their brethren, 
while they supported Polk and Dallas, to be 
careful to vote for candidates for Congress who 
would set their faces as a flint against annexar 
tion, which was signed by 

Georgb p. Barebk, David Dudlkt Field, 

William 0. Bryant, Thbodokk Sbdowick, 
J. W. Edmonds, Thomas W. Tuokia, 

ISAAO TOWNSBND. 

Silas Wright, then a Senator of the United 
States, and who, as such, had opposed the 
Tyler Treaty of Annexation, was now run 
for Governor, as the only man who could carry 
the State of New-York for Polk and Dalian. In 
a democratic speech at Skaneateles, N. Y., Mp. 
Wright had recently declared that he could 
never consent to Annexation on any terms 
which would give Slavery an advantage over 
Freedom. This sentiment was reiterated and 
amplified in a great Convention of the Demo- 
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eracj, which met at Herkimer, in the autumn of 
this year. 

The contest proceeded with great earnestness 
throughout the Free States, the supporters of 
Polk and of Birney (the Abolition candidate 
for President), fully agreeing in the assertion 
that Mr. Clay*s position was equally favorable to 
Annexation with Mr. Polk's. Mr. Birney in a 
letter published on the eve of the Election, de- 
clared that he regarded Mr. Clay^s election as 
more favorable to Annexation than Mr. Polk*s, 
because, while equally inclined to fortify and 
extend Slavery, he possessed more ability to 
influence Congress in its favor. 

Before this time, but as yet withheld from, 
and unknown to, the public, Mr. Calhoun, now 
President Tyler's Secretary of State, and an 
early and powerful advocate of Annexation, had 
addressed to Hon. Wm. R. King, our 'Embassa- 
dor at Paris, an official dispatch from wliich we 
make the following extracts : 

MR. CALHOUN TO MR. KINO. 

Dkpartment of State, ( 
Wasldngton, August 12, 1844. J 

Sib — ^I have laid your dispatch, No. 1, before the 
President, who instructs me to make known to you that 
he has read it with much pleasure, especially the portion 
which relates to your cordial reception by the King, and 
his assurance of friendly feelings toward the United 
States. The President, in particular, highly appreciates 
the declaration of the King, that in no event, would any 
•teps be taken by his government in the slightest degree 
liostile, or which would give to the United States just cause 
of complaint. It was the more gratifying from the fact, 
(hat our previous information was calculated to make 
the impression that the government of France was pre- 
pared to unite with Great Britain in a joint protest 
against tiie annexation of Texas, and a joint effort to 
Induce her Government to withdraw the proposition to 
annex, on condition that Mexico should be made to 
acknowledge her independence. He is happy to infer 
from your dispatch that the information, so far as it 
relates to Franqe, is in all probability without founda- 
tion. Ton did not go further than you ought, in assur- 
ing the King that the object of Annexation would be 
porsued with unabated vigor, and in giving your opinion 
that a decided majority of the American people were in 
Ite fiftvor, and that it would certainly be annexed at no 
distant day. I feel confident that your anticipation will 
be ftilly realized at no distant period. 

Bvery day will tend to weaken that combination of 
political causes which led to the opposition of the 
measure, and to strengthen the conviction that it was 
not only expedient, but just and necessary. 

Bat to descend to particulars: it is certain that 
while ^gland, like France, desires the independence of 
fPexaa, with the view to commercial connections, it is not 
less so that one o{ the leading motives of England for 
desiring it, is the hope that, through her diplomacy and 
Infiaence, Negro Slavery may be abolished there, and 
nltimately, by consequence, in the United States and 
throofl^at the whole of this continent. That its ultimate 
aboUtion throughout the entire continent is an object 
wrdently desired by her, we have decisive proofs in the 
dedaration of th*e Earl of Aberdeen, delivered to this 
Department, and of which you will find a copy among 
the documents transmitted to Congress with the Texan 
treaty. That she desires its abolition in Texas, and has 
used her influence and diplomacy to effect it ^.here, the 
aame document, with the correspondence of this Depart- 
ment with Mr. Packenham, also to be found among the 
doeoments, furnishes proof not less conclusive. That 
one of the objects of abolishing it there is to facilitate 
Its abolition in the United Mates, and throughout the 
oontinent, is manifest from the declaration of the Aboli- 
tion party and societies both in this country and in Eng- 
land. In fact, there is good reason to believe that the 
scheme of abolishing it in Texas, with a view to its abo- 
Btion in the United States, and over the continent, origi- 
nated with the prominent members of the party in the 
United States ; and was first broached by them in the 
(bo called) World^s Convention, held in London in the 
year 1840, and through its agency brought to the notice 
tS the British Government. 

]iow,I hold, not only that France can have no interest 



in the consummation of this grand scheme, which Eng^ 
land hopes to accomplish through Texas, if she can 
defeat the Annexation, but that her interests, and those 
of all the Continental powers of Europe are directly and 
deeply opposed to it. 



The election of James K, Polk as President, 
and George M. Dallas as Vice-President, (Nov. 
1844) having virtually settled, aflBrmatively, the 
question of annexing Texas, the XXVIIIth 
Congress commenced its second session at 
Washington, on the 2d of December, 1844 — Mr. 
John Tyler being still acting President up to 
the end of the Congress, March 4th following. 

Dec. 19. — Mr. John B. Weller, (then member 
from Ohio) by leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion, No. 51, providing for the annexation of 
Texas to the United States, which he moved to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. E. S. Hamlin, of Ohio, moved a reference 

of said resolve to a Committee of one from each 

State, with instructions to report 

Whether the annexation of Texas would not extend 
and perpetuate Slavery in the Slave States, and also, the 
internal Slave-trade; and whether the United States 
Government has any Constitutional power over Slavery 
in theJStates^ either to perpetuate it there, or to do it 
away. 

The question on commitment was insisted 
upon, and first taken — Yeas, 109 (Democrats) ; 
Nays, 61 (Whigs) ; whereupon it was held that 
Mr. Hamlin's amendment was defeated, and the 
original proposition alone committed. 

January 10/A, 1845. — Mr. John P. Hale, of 
New-Hampshire, (then a Democratic Represen- 
tative, now a Republican Senator) proposed the 
following as an amendment to any act or resolve 
contemplating the annexation of Texas to this 
Union : 

Pror)ided^ That immediately after the question of 
boundary between the United States of America and 
Mexico shall have been definitively settled by the two 
Governments, and before any State formed out of the 
Territory of Texas shall be admitted into the Union, the 
said Territory of Texas shall be divided as follows, to 
wit : beginning at a point on the Gulf of Mexico, midway 
between the Northern and Southern boundaries thereof 
on the coast ; and thence by a line running in a North- 
westerly direction to the extreme boundary thereof, so 
as to divide the same as nearly as possible into two 
equal parts, and in that portion of said Territory lying 
South and West of the line to be run as aforesaid, there 
shall be neither Slavery nor involuntary servitude, other- 
wise than in the punishmentof crimes, whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted. 

And provided farther^ That this provision shall be 
considered as a compact between the people of the 
United States and the people of the said Territory, and 
forever remain unalterable, unless by the consent of 
three-fourths of the States of the Union. 

Mr. Hale asked a suspension of the rules, to 
enable him to offer it now, and have it printed 
and committed. Refused — Yeas, 92 (not two- 
thirds) ; Nays, 81. 

Fcfls — All the Whigs* and most of the Demo- 
crats from the Free States, with Messrs. Duncan 
L. Clinch and Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia, 
and George W. Summers, of Virginia. 

JSfays — All the members from Slave States, 

except the above, with the following from Free 

States : 

Maine.— Sheppard Gary— 1. 

Nkw-Hahpshikk. — Edmund Burke, Moses Norris, jr. — %. 
Nkw-York. — James G. Clinton, Selah B. Strong— 2. 
Pbnnsylvania. — James Black, Richard Brodhead, 
H. D. Foster, Joseph R. Ingeraoll^ Michael H. Jenks—^ 
Ohio. — Joseph J. McDowell— 1. 
I»DiA»A.--Wm. J. Brown, J. W. Davis, John Pettit— 8. 

• Except the two here given in IlaMca. 
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iLLurois. — Orlando B. Ficklln, Joseph P. Hoge, Robert 
Bmith— 8. 
Total Democrats from Free States, 17. 

December Vlth. — Mr. C. J. Ingersoll, of Penn- 
sylvania, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
reported a Joint Resolution for annexing Texas 
to the Union, which was committed and dis- 
cussed in Committee of the Whole from time to 
time, through the next month. 

January 1th. — Mr. J. P. Hale presented re- 
solves of the Legislature of New-Hampshire, 
thoroughly in favor of Annexation, and silent 
on the subject of Slavery, except as follows : 

Reaoloed^ That we agree with Mr. Clay, that the re- 
annexation of Texas will add more Free than Slave 
States to the Union ; and that it would be unwise to re- 
fuse a permanent acquisition, which will exist as long as 
the globe remains, on account of a temporary institution. 

January \Zth. — Mr. Cave Johnson, of Ten- 
nessee, moved that all further debate on this 
subject be closed at 2 p.m. on Thursday next. 
Carried — Yeas, 136 ; Nays, 57 ; (nearly all the 
Nays from Slave States.) 

January 2oth. — Tlie debate, after an exten- 
sion of time, was at length brought to a close, 
and the Joint Resolution taken out of Commit- 
tee, and reported to the House in the following 
form ; ( that portion relating to Slavery, having 
been added in Committee, on motion of Mr. 
Milton Brown, (Whig) of Tennessee : 

Beaol^ed, by the Senate and House of Representor 
ti/oes in Congress assembled^ That Congress doth con- 
sent that the Territory properly included within, and 
rightfully belonging to, the Republic of Texas, may be 
erected into a new State, to be called the State of Texas, 
with a republican form of Government, to be adopted by 
tlie people of said Republic, by deputies in Convention 
assembled, with the consent of the existing Qovernment, 
in o.der that the same may be admitted as one of the 
States of this Union. 

2. And be it farther resoVoed^ That the foregoing con- 
sent of Congress is given upon the following conditions, 
and with the following guaranties, to wit: 

First. Said State to be formed, subject to the adjust- 
ment by this Government of all questions of boundary 
that may arise with other governments ; and the Con- 
stitution thereof, with the proper evidence of its adoption 
by the people of said Republic of Texas, shall be trans- 
mitted to the President of the United States, to be laid 
before Congress for its final action, on or before the 1st 
day of January, 1846. 

Second. Said State, when admitted into the Union, 
after ceding to the United States all public edifices,forti- 
fications, barracks, ports and harbors, navy and navy- 
yards, docks, magazines, arms, armaments, and all other 
property and means pertaining to the public defense. 



aforesaid was agreed to — Yeas, 118; Nays, 
' 101. 

Yeas — 114 Democrats, and Messrs. Milton 
Brown, of Tennessee ; James Dellet, of Alabama; 
and Duncan L. Clinch, and Alexander H. 
Stephens, of Georgia, (4) Southern Whigs. 

^ays — all the Whigs present from Free States 
with all from Slave States, but the four just 
named; with the following Democrats from 
Free States: 

Maihe.— Robert P. Dunlap, Hannibal Hamlin— -3* 

Vermont. — Paul Dillingham, jr. — ^1. 

Nbw-Hampshibb. — John P. Hale — 1. 

Connecticut. — George S. Catlin — I. 

New-York —Joseph U. Anderson, Charles S. Benton, 
Jeremiah £. Carey, Amasa Dana, Richard D. Davis, 
Byram Green, Preston King, Smith M. Purdy, G«orge 
Rathbun, Orville Robinson, David L. Seymour, Lemuel 
Stetson— 12. 

Ohio.— Jacob Brinckerhoflf, William C. McCanslen, 
Joseph Morris, Henry St. John — 4. 

Michigan.— James B. Hunt, Robert McClelland— 8. 

Total Democrats from Free States, 28. 

Total Whigs from Free and Slave States, 78. 

The House then ordered the vhole proposi- 
tion to a third reading forthwith — Yeas, 120; 
Nays, 97— and passed it. Yeas, 120; Nays, 98. 

Yean — all the Democrats from Slave States, 
and all the Democrats from Free States, except 
as above ; with Messrs. Duncan L. Clinch, MU- 
ton Brown, James Dellet, Willoughby Newton, 
of Virginia, (who therefrom turned Democrat), 
and Alexander H. Stephens of Georgia, (now 
Democrat), from Slave States. 

Naya—diW the Whigs from Free States ; all 
those from Slave States except as above ; with 
%'6 Democrats from Free States. 

So the resolve passed the House, and waa 
sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

In Senate, several attempts to originate action 
in favor of Annexation were made at this ses- 
sion, but nothing came of them. 

February 24th. — The joint resolution afore- 
said from the House was taken up for con- 
sideration by 30 Yeas to 11 Nays (all Northern 
Whigs). On the 27th, Mr. Walker, of Wiscon- 
sin, moved to add an alternative proposition, 
contemplating negotiation as the means of 
etfecting the meditated end. 

Mr. Foster, (Whig) of Tennessee, proposed 

That the State of Texas, and such other States as may 
be formed out of that portion of the present Territory ot 



belonging to the said Republic of Texas, shall retain all i Texas, lying south of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes 



the public funds, debts, taxes, and dues of every kind 
which may belong to, or be due or owing said Republic ; 
and shall also retain all the vacant and unappropriated 
lands lying within its limits, to be applied to the pay- 
ment of debts and liabilities of said Republic of Texas ; 
and the residue of said lands, after discharging said debts 
and liabilities, to be disposed of as said State may direct : 
but in no evont are said debts and liabilities to become 
a charge upon the United States. 

Third. New States of convenient size, not exceeding 
four in number, in addition to said State of Texas, and 
having sufficient population,may hereafter,by the consent 
of said State, be formed out of the Territory thereof, 
which shall be entitled to admission under the provisions 
of the Federal Constitution. And such States as may be 
formed out of that portion of said Territory, lying south 
of thirty -six degrees thirty minutes north latitude, com- 
monly known as the Missouri Compromise line, shall be 
admitted into the Union, with, or without Slavery, as the 
people of each State asking admission may desire ; and 
in such State or States as shall be formed out of said 
Territory, north of said Missouri Compromise line, 
Slavery or involuntary servitude (except for crime) shall 
be prohibited. 

Mr. Cave Johnson, of Tennessee, moved the 
previous question, which the House seconded — 
Yeas, 118 ; Nay.s, 106 — and then the amendment 



north latitu.le, commonly known as the Missouri Com- 
promise line, shall be admitted into the Union with or 
without Slavery, as the people of each State, so horeafter 
asking admission, may desire. 

On which the question was taken. Yeas, (all 
Whigs but 3) 18 ; Nays, 34. 

Various amendments were proposed and voted 

down. Among them, Mr. Foster, of Tenn., 

moved an express stipulation that Slavery should 

be tolerated in all States formed out of the 

Territory of Texas, south of the Missouri line 

of 36^ 30'. Rejected — Yeas, 16 (Southern 

Whigs, and Sevier, of Arkansas) ; Nays, 33. 

Mr. Miller, of N. J., moved that the existence of Sla- 
very be forever prohibited in the northern and northwest- 
ern part of said Territory, west of the 100th degree of 
latitude west from Greenwich, so as to divide, as equally 
as may be, the whole of the annexed country between 
Slaveholding and Non-Slaveholding States. 

Yeas, 11 ; all Northern Whigs, except Mr. 
Crittenden, Ky. Nays, 33. 

The vote in the Senate on the joint resolution 
for Annexation stood, Yeas, 26, all Demo- 
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onM bnt 3 ; Nays, 25, (all Whigs). In the 
House, Yeas 184, all DBiuoorala bul I : Navn, 77, 
(aU Whiga). 

Texas having beeD anneied during th« sum- 
mer of 1845, in pursuance of the joint resoiu- 
tiOQ of the tno Houses of Congre^^s, a portion 
of the United Stales Army, under Gen. Taylor, 
was, earlj" in the spring of 1846, moved down 
to the eaet bank of the Rio Grande del Norte, 
cUimed by Texas as her western bouitdarj. but 
not BO regarded by Mexico. A boslile collision 
ensued, resulting in war between the Uuited 
States and Ueiico. 

It was early thereafter deemed advisBble that 
> considerable sum should be placed by Con- 
gress at the President's disposal to nej;otiate an 
■dvautageous Treaty of Peace and Limits with 
the Mexican Government. A message to this 
effect was submitted by President Polk to Con- 
gress, August gth, 1846. aud a bill iu accord- 
ance with its wggesUons laid before the House, 
which proceded to consider the subject in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. The bill appropriating 
tSO,000 for immediate use in negotiations with 
Hexico, and placing $2.0i}0,OliO more at the 
disposal of the President, to be employed in 
making peace, Mr. David Wilmot, of Fu., after 
eonsulCation with other Northern Democrats, 
offered the following Proviso, iu addition tathe 
flret section of the bill : 

Pniiad«d,ThU Mui eipress BTiit fonUamenlil eon. 
dlUontolhsacqulslUDQiir any lerdlorj trDm theKepub- 
Ucof Ueilco by the tnind Bialea, by vlriqe ot anj trusty 



f This proviso was carried in Committee, by the 
Wrong vote of eighty-three to sixtj-four — only 
three Members (Democrats) from the Free'- 
Suteg, it was said, opposing it. [So record is 
made of individual votes in Committee of the 
Whole.) The bill was then reported to the 
House, and Mr. Rathbun, of N. Y., moved the 
previous question on its engrossment. 

Mr. Tibbatts, of Kj., moved that it do lie on 
the table. Defeated— Yeas, IS ; (Stephen A. 
Douglas, John A. McClernand, John Fetlit, 
mnd Robert C Schenck, voting with the South 
to lay on the table ;) Navs 93 ; ( Henry Grider 
and William P. Thomasson, of Ky. (Wliigs) 
voting with the North against it. 

The bill was then engrossed for its third 
reading by Teas 85, Nays, 80 ; and thus passed 
withont further division. A motion to recon- 
dder was kid on the table— Yeas, 71 ; Nays, B3. 
So the bill was passed and sent to the Senate, 
where Mr. Dixon H. Lewis, of Alabama, moved 
tliKt the Proviso above cited be stricken out; 
on which debate arose, and Mr. John Davis of 
Mass., was speaking when, at noon of August 
tOtb, the lime fined for at^ournmcut having 
arrived, both Houses adjourned without day. 

The X^Slh Congress assembled Dec. 6, 1847. 
Ftb. 28th 1848, Mr. Putnam of New-York 
moved the following : 



Arid vthertan^ Con^esfi, Id Itifi orgaD 
iry, established a prindple worth/ dI 



ays, B; 



yeas — all the members from Slave States, 
ut John W, Houston (Whig), of Delaware, 
ith the following from Free States (all Demo- 
rats but Levin) : 

Minrn.— Asa W. H. Clapp, FraoUIn Claric, Jas. 8. 
WLLsj, Heietr ■ 



Ausbara Btrdsall, E 



Lmeis C. Ltein^ Job 



— Ricliard E 



laclJij— 4. 
irK<:DDaD,j7., John E. Miller, Thomai 

luwois.— Orlando B. Flckfin, John A.' UcGlerDand, 

Nays—aXi the Whigs and a large majority of 
the Democrats from Free States, with John W. 
Houston aforesaid. 

This vote terminated all direct action in 
favor of the Wilmot Proviso for that Session. 

Jdg I8[h.— In Senate, Mr, Clayton, of Del, 
from the Select Committee to which was re- 
ferred, on the 12th Inst., the bill providing a ter- 
ritorial government for Oregon, reported a bill 
to establish Territorial governments for Oregon, 
New Mexico, aud California, which was read. 
(It proposed to submit all questions as to the 
ighlful existence or extent of Slavery in the 
'erritories to the decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States.) 

July, 'J4th.— Second reading. Mr. Baldwin, 
of Conn., moved to strike out so much of said 
bill as relates to California and New Mexico. 
Rejected ; Yeas, 17 {Northern Free Soil men of 
1.0th parties); Nays, 37. 

The bill was discussed through several suc- 
ceeding days. On the 26th, Mr. Clarke, of B. 
I., moved to add to the 6th section: 

Prfrvidfid, however. That no law, refpiLatloa, or act 

Rejected; Yeas, 19 [Col. Bentcn, and 18 
Northern FreesoJlerg of both parties]; Nays, 88. 

Ur. Keverdy Johnson, of Md., moved to 
amend the bill by inserting: 

Except onlj, that In all case: of title lo iliveg, tbe 






Carried; Yeas, SI (allf 
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8eo. 87. And be ii fwrih^ enacted, That it shaU be 
the duty of the attoraeys for said Territories, respeo- 
tiyely, od the complaint of any person held in involun- 
tary servitude therein, to malce application in his be- 
half in due form of law, to the court next thereafter to 
be holden in said Territory, for a writ of habeas corpus, 
to be directed to the person so holding such applicant 
in service as aforesaid, and to pursue all needful mea- 
sures in his behalf; and if the decision of such court shall 
be adverse to the application, or if, on the return of the 
writ, relief shall be denied to the applicant, on the 
ground that he is a slave held in servitude in said Terri- 
tory, said attorney shall cause an appeal to be taken 
therefrom, and the record of all the proceedings in the 
case to be transmitted to the Supreme Court of the 
United States as speedily as may be, and to give notice 
thereof to the Attorney General of the United States, 
who shall prosecute the same before said Court, who 
shall proceed to hear and determine the same at the 
first term thereof. 

Yeas, 15 (all Northern, except Benton); 
Nays, fJl. 

Mr. Davis, of Mass., moyed to strike out sec- 
tion 12, and insert as follows: 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of the sixth section of the ordinance of the 18th July, 
1787, as is contained in the following words ; viz. * There 
■hall be neither Slavery nor involuntary servitude in the 
said Territory, otherwise than in the punishment of 
crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly con- 
victed,* shall be and remain in force in the Territory of 
Oregon. 

This was defeated; Yeas, 21 ; Nays, 33. 
The bill was then engrossed for a third read- 
ing ; Yeas, 33 ; Nays, 22 ; as follows : 

Yeas — For Clayton's Compromise : 

Messrs. Atchison, Houston, 

Atherton. Hunter, 

Benton, Johnson, Md. 

Berrien, Johnson, La. 

Borland, Johnson, Ga. 

Breese, King, 

Bright, Lewis, 

Butler, Mangum, 

Callioun, Mason, 

Clayton, Phelps, 

Davis, Miss. Rusk, 

Diclcinson, Sebastian, 

Douglas, Spruance, 

Downs, Sturgeon, 

Foote, Turney, 

Hannegan, Westcott, 
Yulee— 88. 

Nay8 — Against Clayton's bill: 

Messrs. Allen, Felch, 

Badger, Fitzgerald, 

Baldwin, Oreene, 

Bell, Hale, 

Bradbury, Hamlin, 

Clarke, Metcalt 

Corwln Miller, 

Davis, Mass. Niles, 

Dayton, Underwood, 

Dix, Upham, 

Dodge, Walker— 22. 

So the bill was engrossed, and immediately 
passed without a division. 

July 2Sth, — This bill reached the House, and 
was taken up and read twice. 

Mr. A. H. Stephens, of Ga., moved that the 
bill do lie on tJie table. Yeas and Nays orderd, 
and the motion prevailed: Yeas, 112; Nays, 
97. 

Teas, all the Free State Whigs, with 8 Whigs 
from Slave States; 20 Democrats from Free 
States. 

Nays — 21 Democrats from Free States, with 
76 Democrats and Whigs from Slave States. 

Mr. Pollock, of Pa., moved that this vote be 
reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider 
4o lie on the table; which prevailed: Yeas, 
118 ; Nays, 96. 



So Mr. Clayton's project of CompromiM 

defeated. 

The next session of the same Congress opeaai 
under very different auspices. The Mejdem 
War had been terminated, so that none oooM 
longer be deterred from voting for Slaveij Ki- 
clusion by a fear that the prosecution of hos- 
tilities would thereby be embarrassed. Oenenl 
Taylor had been elected President, receiTU^ 
the votes of Delaware, Maryland, North Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, LouisUnai 
and Florida — a moiety of the Slave States — o^er 
Gen. .Cass, now the avowed opponent of Slavery 
Restriction. Many of the Northern Democrats 
considered themselves absolved by this vote from 
all extra-constitutional obligations to the Sontht 
and voted accordingly. 

Dec. 18.— Mr. J. M. Root, of Ohio, offered 

the following : 

Resolved^ That the Committee on Territories be fm^ 
structed to report to this House, with as little delay as 
practicable, a bill or bills providing a Territorial Goven»> 
ment for each of the Territories of Nei^ezico and OA 
fomia, and excluding Slavery therefrom. 

A call of the House was had, and the previous 
question ordered. 

Mr. W. P. Hall, of Mo., moved that the same 
do lie on the table. Lost : Yeas, 80 ; Nays, KML 

The resolve then passed : Yeas, 108 ; Nays^ 
80, viz. : 

Teaa—A31 the Whigs flrom Free States, and all the De- 
mocrats, but those noted as Nays below, including the fol> 
lowing, who had voted against the same principle al ihe 
former session * 

Maine.— Asa W. H. Clapp, James S. Wiley— 2. 

New- York. — Predericic W. Lord — 1. 

Ohio. — Thomas Richey— 1. 

Indiana.— Charles W. Cathcart, Thomas J. Henley, Jaim 
L. Robinson, WUliam W. Wiclc— 4. 

Illinois. — Robert Smith— 1. 

Messrs. Clark and II. Williams, of Mdne, Urdsan axid 
Maclay, of New-York, Brodhead and Mann, of Pa., Pettit, 
of Ind., Ficklin and McClelland, of 111., who voted wUh 
the Soutli at the former session — now failed to vote. 

Mr. Jackson, of N. Y , who then voted with ttie Sonfii, 
had been succeeded by Mr. U. Greeley, who voted wtth the 
North. 

jy^a^— All the Members voting from the Slave States^ 
with the following from the Free States : 
. New- York.— Henry C. Murphy— 1. 

Pennsylvania.— Charles £rown, Charles J. Ingerwdl— ft. 

Ohio.— William Eennon, Jan., John K. Miller, WUUaaK 
Sawyer— 8. 

iLLiNOia— William A. Richardson— 1. 

Iowa. — Shepherd LefBer— 1. 

Total Nays from Free States — 8. 

Mr. Robinson, of Ind., moved a reconsideim- 
tion of this vote, which motion (Dec. 18), on 
motion of Mr. Wentworth, of 111., was laid oa 
the table : Yeas, 106 ; Nays, 83. 

The Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation bill 
having passed the House in the usual form, came 
up to the Senate, where it was debated sevefal 
days. 

Feb. 21 «^ — Mr. Walker, of Wise, moved an 
amendment, extending all the laws of the United 
States, so far as applicable, to the Territories 
acquired from Mexico. 

Mr. Bell, of Tenn., moved to add further seo- 
tions organizing the State of California, to be 
admitted into the Union on the 1st of October 
next. This was rejected : Yeas, 4 (Bell, Dodge 
of Iowa, Douglas, Davis) ; Nays, 39. 

Feb. 26<A. — Mr. Dayton, of N. J., moved thai 
the President be vested with power to provide 
a suitable temporary government for the Ter- 
ritories. Rejected : Yeaa, 8 ; Naya, 47. 



OREGON. 
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TIm qnestion recurred on Hr. Walker's amend- 
ment, which was carried: Yeas, 29; Nays, 

The bill being returned to the House, thus 
emended, this amendment was (March 2d) voted 
down: Yeas, 101; Nays, 116 — as follows: 

Yeaa — all the members from the Slave 
States, with the following from the Free States, 
▼iz.: 

Maihb— Hesekiah WiUiams—l. 

Nbw-Tork— Ausbum Birdsall— 1. 

PsNNSTLyANiA— Samuel A. Bridges, Richard Brod- 
liead, Charles Brown, Charles J. IngersoU, Z&wia O. 
Zevin^-6. 

Ono— William Kennon, jr., WiUiam Sawyer— 2. 

iLUirois— Orlando B. Ficklin, John A. McClemand, 
miliam A. Richardson— 8. 

Iowa— Shepherd Leffler— 1. 

Total, thirteen from Free States ; eighty-eight 
from Slave States. (Only two from Slave States 
absent or silent.) 

Naya — all the Whigs from Free States, and all 
the Democrats from Free States, except those 
named above.* 

So the House refused to concur in this amend- 
ment, and the bill was returned to the Senate 
accordingly. 

The Senate resolved to insist on its amend- 
ment, and ask a conference, which was granted, 
but resulted in nothing. Messrs. Atherton, of 
N. H., Dickinson, of N. Y., and Berrien, of Ga., 
were managers on the part of the Senate, and 
insisted on its amendment, organizing the Ter- 
ritories without restriction as to Slavery. 
Messrs. Vinton, of Ohio, NicoU, of N. Y., and 
Horehead, of Ky., were appointed on the part 
of the House. These, after a long sitting, re- 
ported their inability to agree, and were dis- 
charged. 

The bill being now returned to the House, Mr. 
IfcClernand, of 111., moved that the House do 
reeede from its disagreement. Carried : Yeas, 
111 ; Nays, 106. 

Mr. R. W. Thompson, of Ind., moved that the 
House concur with the Senate, with an amend- 
ment, which was a substitute, extending the 
laws of the United States over said Territories, 
but leaving them unorganized, — 

And that, until the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and fifty, unless Congress shall sooner provide for the 
government of said Territories, ^i6 eaisUnff laws there- 
qf8haU be retained and observed. 

The question being reached on amending the 
Senate's proposition as proposed by Mr. Thomp- 
son, it was carried: Yeas, 111 ; Nays, 105. 

(All the Southern members in the negative, 
with Levin and a few of the Northern Derao- 
<srat8 ; the residue, with all the Northern Whigs, 
in the affirmative.) 

The House now proceeded to agree to the 
Senate's amendment, as amended : Yeas, 110; 
Kays, 108, (the same as before ; the friends of 
the Senate's proposition voting against it, as 
amended, and vice versa, on the understanding 
that Mr. Thompson's amendment would exclude 
Slavery.) 

The bill as thus amended being returned to 
the Senate, it refused to agree to the House's 
amendment, and receded from its own proposi- 
tion ; so the bill was passed and the session 
<ilo8ed, with no provision for the government of 
the newly-acquired Territories. 



OREGON. 

Auff. 6, 1846. — ^Mr. Douglas, from the Com- 
mittee on Territories, reported to the House a 
bill organizing the Territory of Oregon. 

Said bill was discussed in Committee of the 
Whole, and the following amendment agreed to : 

And neither Slavery, nor involuntary servitude shall 
ever eadst in said Territory, except for crime whereof 
the party shall have been duly convicted. 

On coming out of Committee, this amend- 
ment was agreed to — ^Yeas, 108 ; Nays, 44. (The 
Nays are all Southern, but Charles J. IngersoU, 
Orlando B. Ficklin, and possibly one or two 
others ; and all Democrats, but some half a 
dozen from the South, of whom Robert Toombs 
has since turned Democrat.) Stephen A. Doug- 
las did not vote. The bill passed the House 
without further opposition, was read twice in 
the Senate, and referred ; and Mr. Westcott, of 
Florida, made a report thereon from the Com- 
mittee on Territories; but the session closed 
without further action on the bill. 

This Congress reassembled, Dec. 7th, 1846. 
On the 23d, Mr. Douglas again reported his 
bill to provide a Territorial government for 
Oregon, which was read twice and committed : 
Jan. 11th, 1847, was discussed in Committee, 
as also on the 12th and 14th, when it was 
resolved, to close the debate. On the 15th, it 
was taken out of Committee, when Gen. Burt, 
of S. C, moved the following addition (already 
moved, debated, and voted down in Committee) 
to the clause forbidding Slavery in said Terri- 
tory : 

Inasmuch as the whole of said Territory lies north of 
thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude, known 
as the line of Jbe Missouri Compromise. 
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The purpose of this is clear enough. It was 
intended to recognize the Missouri line, not as 
limited to the Territories possessed by the United 
States at the time said line was established, 
but as extending to all that hag since been, or 
hereafter should be, acquired, so as to legalize 
Slavery in any Territory henceforth to be 
acquired by us south of 36° 80'. 

Mr. Burt's amendment was negatived : Yeas, 
82; Nays, 114. 

The vote was very nearly sectional ; but the 
following members from Free States voted in 
the minority : 

Pbmkstlvania — Charles J. IngersoU— 1. 
Illinois— Stephen A. Douglas, Robt. Smith—- 2. 
Iowa — 0. S. Hastings — ^1. In all, 5. 

No member from a Slave State voted in 
the majority. The bill then passed : Yeas, 134; 
Nays, 35, (all Southern). 

Jan. 16. — The bill reached the Senate, and 

was sent to the Judiciary Committee, consisting 

of 

Messrs. Ashley, Ark. Berrien, Ga. Westcott, Fla. 

Breese, 111. Dayton, N. J. 

Jan. 25. — Mr. Ashley reported the Oregon 
bill with amendments, which were ordered to 
be printed. 

29. — Said bill, on motion of Mr. Westcott, 
was recommitted to the Judiciary Committee. 

Feb 10. — Mr. Ashley again reported it with 
amendments. 

March 3. — It was taken up as in Committee 
of the Whole, when Mr. Evans, of Maine, moved 
that it be laid on the table. Defeated : Yeas, 
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19, (all Whigs but Calhoun, of S. C, and Yulce 
of Florida) ; Nays, 26, (24 Dem., with Corwin 
of Ohio, and Johnson of Louisiana.) 

Mr.Westcott, of Fla., immediately moved that 
the bill do lie on the table, which prevailed : 
Yeas, 26 ; Nays, 18 (a mixed vote, evidently 
governed by various motives) ; but the nega- 
tives were all Democrats, but Corwin and John- 
son aforesaid. This being the last day of the 
session, it was evident that the bill, if opposed, 
as it was certain to be, could not get through, 
and it was, doubtless, in behalf of other press- 
ing business that many Senators voted to lay 
this aside. It was, of course, dead for the ses- 
sion. 

Dec, 6, 184*7. — The XXXth Congress assem- 
bled ; Robert C. Winthrop (Whig) of Mass. was 
chosen Speaker of the House. President Polk, 
in his Annual Message, regretted that Oregon 
had not already been organized, and urged the 
necessity of action on the subject. 

Feb. 9. — Mr. Caleb B. Smith, of Indiana, re- 
ported to the House a bill to establish the terri- 
torial government of Oregon ; which, by a vote 
of two-thirds, was made a special order for 
March 14th. It was postponed, however, to 
the 28th ; when it was taken up and discussed, 
as on one or two subsequent days. May 29th, 
it was again made a special order next after the 
Appropriation bills. The President that day 
sent a special message, urging action on this 
subject. Jtiiy 2oth, it was taken up in earnest ; 
Mr. Wentworth, of Illinois, moving that debate 
on it in Committee cease at two o'clock this 
day. 

Mr. Geo. S. Houston, of Ala., endeavored to 
put this motion on the table. Bleated : Yeas 
86 ; Nays 89, (nearly, but not fu^, a sectional 
division). Mr. Geo. W. Jones, of Tenn., moved 
a reconsideration, which was carried : Yeas, 
100 ; Nays, 88 ; and the resolution laid on the 
table : Yeas, 96 ; Nays, 90. 

The bill continued to be discussed, and 
finally (Aug. 1) was got out of Committiie ; 
when Mr. C. B. Smith moved the Previous 
Question thereon, which was ordered. 

Auff. 2. — ^The House came to a vote on an 

amendment made in Committee, whereby t^e 

following provision of the original bill. was 

stricken out : 

That the inhabitants of said Territory shall be enti- 
tled to enjoy all and singular, the rights, privileges, and 
advantages granted and secured to the people of the 
Territory of the United States northwest, of the river 
Ohio, by the articles of compact containet in the ordi- 
nance for the government of said Territory, passed the 
18th day of July, seventeen hundred and eighty-seven ; 
and shall be suLgect to all the conditions, and restric- 
tions, and prohibitions in said articles of compact im- 
posed upon the people of said territory, and — 

The House refused to agree to this amend- 
ment: Yeas, 88; Nays, 114. 

The Members from the Free States who voted 
with the South to strike out, were — 

Nkw York. — Ausburn Birdsall-- 1. 

Ohio. — William Kennon, Jun., John E. Miller — 2. 

Ilumois. — Orlando B. Ficklin, John A. McOlernand, 
William A. Richardson — 8. 

Indiana.— John L. Robinson, William W. Wick— 2. 

Mr. John W. Houston of Delaware voted in the ma- 
jority. 

The bill was then passed : Yeas, 128 ; Nays, 
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[This vote was almost completely sectional. 



Mr. Houston, of Delaware, voting in the miyoritgr^ 
as before : otherwise, members from the Fni^ 
States in the affirmative ; those from the SUto- 
States in the negative.] 

Auff. 8. — This bill reached the Senate, when 
Mr. Badger, of N. C, moved its indefinite post- 
ponement : negatived, 47 to 1, (Yulee). It wa« 
then sent to the Committee on Territories. 

The Senate had had under consideration, 
from time to time through the Session, a bill 
of its own, reported by Mr. Douglas, which was 
finally referred to a select Committee — Mr. Clay- 
ton, of Delaware, Chairman — and by said com- 
mittee reported some days before the reception 
of the House bill. It was then dropped. 

Aiig, 5. — Mr. Douglas reported the House 
bill, with amendments, which were printed. 

Auff. 10. — After some days' debate, the 
Senate proceeded to vote. Mr. Foote, of Miss., 
moved that the bill do lie on the table. De- 
feated : Yeas, 15 (Southern) ; Nays, 86. 

On the question of agreeing to this amend- 
ment : 

Inasmuch as the said Territory Is north of thirty-six 
deg. thirty min., usually known as the [line of theJMi*- 
souri Oompromise. 

It was rejected : Yeas, 2 (Bright and Don- 
glas) ; Nays, 62. 

Mr. Douglas moved to amend the bill, by in* 
serting after the word " enacted :" 

That the line of thirty-six degrees and thbij 
minutes of north latitude, known as the Missouri Com- 
promise line, as defined in the eighth section of an act 
entitled, " An Act to authorise the people of the Missouri 
Territory to form a Constitutional and State GK>Tem- 
ment, and for the admission of such State into the Union* 
on an equal footing with the original States, and to pro- 
iiibit Slavery in certain Territories, approved March 6th, 
1820," be, and the same is hereby, declared to extend to 
the Pacific Ocean ; and the said eigiith section, together 
with the compromise therein effected, is liereby revived^ 
and declared to be in full force and binding, for tht 
future organization of the Territories of the United 
States in the same sense, and with the same understand- 
ing with which it was originally adopted ; and — 

Which was carried : Yeas, 88 ; Nays, 21 ; as fob 
lows : 

Yeas — ^For recognizing the Missouri line M 
rightfully extending to the Pacific : 



Messrs. Atchison, 


Hannegan, 


Badger, 


Houston, 


Bell, 


Hunter, 


Benton, 


Johnson of Md., 


Berrien, 


Johnson of La., 


Borland, 


Johnson of Ga., 


Bright, 


King, 


Butler, 


Lewis, 


Calhoun, 


Mangum, 


Cameron, 


Mason, 


Davis of Miss., 


Metcalf, 


Dickinson, 


Pearce, * 


Douglas, 


Sebastian, 


Downs, 


Spruance, 


Fitzgerald, 


Sturgeon, 


Foote of Miss., 


Turney, 


Underwood— 83. 


yays — Against recognizing said line : 


Messrs. Allen, 


Dodge, 


Atherton, 


Felch, 


Baldwin, 


Greene, 


Bradbury, 


Hale. 
Hamlin, 


Breese, 


Clarke, 


Miller, 


Corwin, 


Niles, 


Davis of Mass., 


Phelps, 


Dayton, 


Uphain, 


Dlx, 


Walker, 


Webster- 


-21. 



The bill was then engrossed for a third read- 
ing : Yeas, 83 ; Nays, 22 ; (nearly the same M 



THE COMPROMISE OF 1850. 



15 



before — ^Westcott of Florida added to the 
Kays — and thus passed). 

Atiff, 11. — The bill, thus amended, having 
been returned to the House, the amendment 
of Mr. Douglas, just recited, was rejected : 
Yeas, 82 ; Nays, 121. 

Yeas from Free States : 

Nxw York.— Ausburn Birdsall — ^1. 

Pbhnstlyania.— Oharles Brown, Charles J. IngersoU— 2. 

Total— 8. 

Otherwise, from Slave States, all Yeas : from 
Free States, all Nays. 

Attff. 12. — The Senate, after voting down 
yarious propositions to lay on the table, etc., 
finally decided to recede from its amendments to 
the Oregon bill, and pass it as it came from the 
House : Yeas, 29 ; Nays, 25 (all from Slave 
States). 

So the bill became a law, and Oregon a Terri- 
tory, under the original Jefferson or Dane Pro- 
viso against Slavery. 

THE COMPROMISE OF 1850. 

The XXXIst Congress commenced its first 
Session at Washington, Dec. 3, 1849 ; but the 
House was unable to organize — no person re- 
eeiving a majority of all the votes for Speaker 
— ^until the 22nd, when, the Plurality rule hav- 
ing been adopted by a vote of 113 to 106, Mr. 
Howell Cobb, of Ga., was elected, having 102 
TOtes to 100 for Robert C. Winthrop of Mass., 
•nd 20 scattering. It was thereupon resolved 
—Yeas, 149 ; Nays, 35—*' That Howell Cobb be 
declared duly elected Speaker;" and on the 
24th President Zachary Taylor transmitted to- 
both Houses his first Annual Message, in the 
coarse of which he says : 

Ho civil government having been provided by Con- 
gress for California, the people of that Territory, im- 
pelled by the necessities of their political condition, 
recently met in Convention, for the purpose of forming 
a Constitution and Slate Government ; which, the latest 
advices give me reason to suppose, has been accom- 
]ilished ; and it is believed they will shortly apply for the 
admission of California into the Union, as a Sovereign 
State. Should such be the case, and should their consti- 
tution be conformable to the requisitions of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, I recommend their applica- 
tion to the favorable consideration of Congress. 

The people of New-Mexico will also, it is believed, 
at no very distant period, present themselves for admis- 
sion into the Union. Preparatory to the admission of 
California and New-Mexico, the people of each will have 
instituted for themselves a republican form of govern- 
ment, laying its foundation in such principles, and 
organizing its power in such form, as to them shall seem 
most likely to effect their safety and happiness. 

By awaiting their action, all uneasiness may be 
avoided and confidence and kind feeling preserved. 
With a view of maintaining the harmony and tranquillity 
BO dear to all, we should abstain from the introduction of 
those exciting topics of a sectional character which have 
hitherto produced painful apprehensions in the public 
mind ; and I repeat the solemn warning of the first and 
most illustrious of my predecessors, against furnishing 
any ground for characterizing parties by geographical 
discriminations. 

Jan. 4. — Gen. Sam. Houston, of Texas, sub- 
mitted to the Senate the following proposition . 

Whereas^ The Congress of the United States, possess- 
ing only a delegated authority, have no power over the 
sabject of Negro Slavery within the limits of the United 
States, either to prohibit or interfere with it, in the States, 
Territories, or District, where, by municipal law, it now 
exists, or to establish it in any State or Territory where 
It does not exist ; but, as an assurance and guaranty to 
promote harmony, quiet apprehension and remove sec- 
tional prejudice, which by possibility might impair or 
weaken love and devotion to the Union in any part of 
Uie country, it is hereby 



JReaoloed, That, as the people in Territories have the 
same inherent rights of self-government as the people la 
the States, if in the exercise of such inherent rights the peo- 
ple in the newly-acquired Territories, by the Annexation 
of Texas and the acquisition of California and New-Mexi- 
co, south of the parallel of 86 degrees and 80 minute^ of 
north latitude, extending to the Pacific Ocean, shall estab- 
lish Negro Slavery in the formation of their state govern- 
ments, it shall be deemed no objection to their admission 
as a State or States into the Union, in accordance with 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Jan. 21. — Gen. Taylor, in answer to a resolu- 
tion of inquiry, sent a message to the House, 
stating that he had urged the formation of 
State Governments in California and New- 
Mexico. 

Feb. 13, 1850. — Gen. Taylor communicated 
to Congress the Constitution (free) of the State 
of California. 

Jan. 29, 1860. — ^Mr. Henry Clay, of Kentucky, 
submitted to the Senate the following pro- 
positions, with others, which were made a special 
order and printed : 

1. BesoVoedy That California, with suitable boun- 
daries, ought, upon her application, to be admitted as 
one of the States of this Union, without the imposition by 
Congress of any restriction in respect to the exclusion or 
introduction of Slavery within those boundaries. 

2. JSeeolvedy That as Slavery does not exist by law, 
and is not likely to be Introduced into any of the terri- 
tory acquired by the United States from the Republic of 
Mexico, it is inexpedient for Congress to provide by law 
either for its introduction into, or exclusion from, any 
part of the said Territory ; and that appropriate terri- 
torial governments ought to be established by Congress, 
in all the said Territory, not assigned as within the boun- 
daries of the proposed State of California, without the 
adoption of any restriction or condition on the subject of 
Slavery. 

5. Beaolpedy That it is inexpedient to abolish Slavery 
in the District of Columbia, whilst that institution con- 
tinues to exist in the State of Maryland, without the con- 
sent of that State, without the consent of the people of 
the District, apd without just compensation to the 
owners of slaves within the District. 

6. But Beaoloedy That it is expedient to prohibit, with- 
in the District, the slave-trade in slaves brought into it 
from States or places beyond the limits of the District, 
either to be sold therein as merchandise, or to be 
transported to other markets without the District of 
Columbia. 

7. BeaoVoedy That more effectual provbion ought to be 
made by law, according to the requirement of the Con- 
stitution, for the restitution and delivery of persons bound 
to service or labor in any State, who may escape into any 
other State or Territory in the Union. And, 

8. Besolved, That Congress has no power to prohibit or 
obstruct the trade in slaves between the slaveholdlng 
States, but that the admission or exclusion of slaves 
brought from one into another of them, depends exclu- 
sively upon their own particular laws. 

Feb. 28. — Mr. John Bell, of Tennessee, sub- 
mitted to the Senate the following proposi- 
tions : 

WhereaSy Considerations of the highest interest to tho 
whole country demand that the existing and increasing » 
dissensions between the North and the South, on the 
subject of Slavery, should be speedily arrested, and that 
the questions in controversy be adjusted upon some basis 
which shall tend to give present quiet, repress sectional 
animosities, remove, as far as possible, the causes of 
future discord, and secure the uninterrupted enjoyment 
of those benefits and advantages which the Union was 
intended to confer in equal measure upon all its mem- 

Andy lohereaSy It is manifest, under present circum- 
stances, that no adjustment oan be effected of tbe points 
of difference unhappily existing between the Northern 
and Southern sections of the -Union, connected with the 
subject of Slavery, which shall secure to either section all 
that is contended for, and that mutual concessions upon 
questions of mere policy, not involving the violation of 
any constitutional right or principle, must be the basis of 
every project affording any assurance of a favorable ac- 
ceptance ; 

Andf whereaSy The joint resolution for annexing 
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TezM to the United States, approved March 1, 1S15, con- 
tains the following condition and guaranty — that is to 
say : *' New btatea of conveuieut size, not exceeding four 
in number, in addition to said iState of Texas, and hav- 
Ing sufficient population, may hereafter, by tlie consent 
of said Stale, be formed out of the territory thereof, 
which shall be entitled to admission under the provi- 
sions of the Federal Constitution ; and such States as 
may be formed out of that portion of said Territory lying 
south of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude, 
commonly known as tlie Missouri Compromise line, shall 
be admitted into the Union with or without Slavery, as 
the people of each State, asking admission may desire ; 
and in such State or States as shall be formed out of 
said territory north of said Missouri Compromise line. 
Slavery, or involuntary servitude (except for crime), 
shall be prohibited :" Therefore, 

1. Mesoloed, That the obligation to comply with the 
condition and guaranty above recited in good faith be 
distinctly recognized, and that, in part compliance with 
the same, as soon as the people of Texas shall, by an act 
of their legislature, signify their assent by restricting the 
limits thei eof, within the Territory lying east of the 
Trinity and south of the Red River, and when the people 
of the residue of the territory claimed by Texas adopt a 
constitution, republican in form, they be admitted into 
Union upun an equal footing In all respects with the ori- 
ginal States. 

2. JisKolved, That if Texas shall agree to cede, the 
United States will accept, a cession of all the unappro- 
priated domain in all the Territory claimed by Texas, ly- 
ing west of the Colorado and extending north to the 
forty-second parallel of north latitude, together with the 
Jurisdiciion and sovereignty of all the territory claimed 
by Texas, north of the thirty-fourth parallel of north 

latitude, and to pay therefor a sum not exceeding 

millions of dollars, to be applied in the first place to the 
extinguisliment of any portion of the existing public 
debt of Texas, for the discharge of which the United 
States are under any obligation, implied or otherwise, 
and the remainder as Texas shall require. 

8. JiMol/ved, That when the population of that portion 
of the Territory claimed by Texas, lying south of the 
thirty-fourth parallel of north latitude and west of the 
Colorado, shall be equal to the ratio of representation in 
Congress, under the last preceding apportionment, ac- 
cor^ng to the provisions of the Constitution, and the 
people of such Territory shall, with the assent of the new 
State contemplated in the preceding resolution, have 
adopted a State Constitution, republican in form, they 
be admitted into the Uuiou as a State, upon an equal 
footing with the original States. 

Beaolced^ That all the Territory now claimed by Texas, 
lying north of the thirCy-fourth parallel of north latitude, 
and which may be ceded to the United States by Texas, 
be incorporated with the Territory of New-Mexico, ex- 
cept such part thereof as lies east of the Rio G^rande and 
south of the thirty-fourth degree of north latitude, and 
that the Territory so composed form a State, to be ad- 
mitted into the Union when the inhabitants thereof shall 
adopt a State Constitution, republican in form, with the 
consent of Congress ; but in the mean time, and until 
Congress shall give such consent, provision be made for 
the government of the inhabitants of said Territory suit- 
able to their condition, but without any restriction as to 
Slavery. 

5. lieaolted^ That all the Territory ceded to the 
United States, by the Treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo, 
lying west of said Territory of New Mexico, and east of 
the contemplated new State of California, for the present, 
constitute one Territory, and for which some form of 
government suitable to the condition of the inhabitants 
be provided, without any restriction as to Slavery. 

6. Jieaoloed^ That the Constitution recently formed 
by the people of the western portion of Califurnia, and 
presented to Congress by the President, on the 18th day 
of February, 1850, be accepted, and that they be admit- 
ted into the Union as a State, upon an equal footing in 
all respects with the original States. 

Hesolved, That, in future, the formation of State Con- 
stitutions, by the inhabitants of the Territories of the 
Un:ted States, be regulated by law ; and that no such 
Constitution be hereafter formed or adopted by the in- 
habitants of any Territory belonging to the United 
States, without the consent and authority of Congress. 

8. Jienolced^ That the inhabitants of any Territory of 
the United States, when they shall be authorized by Con- 
gress to form a State Constitution, shall have tiie sole 
and exclusive power to regulate and adjust all questions 
of internal State policy, of whatever nature they may be, 
controlled only by the restrictions expressly imposed by 
the Constitution of the United States. 

9. liesolvedt That the Committee on Territories be 



Instructed to report a bQl in confonnitj with UiA.qidl 
and principles of the foregoing resolutions. 

A debate of unusual duration, eamestneH, 
and ability ensued, mainly on Mr. Clay's Reso- 
lutions. They were regarded by uncompromit* 
ing champions, whether of Northern or of South- 
ern views, but especially of the latter, ae eon- 
ccdlug substantially the matter in dispute to 
the other side. Thus, 

January 2'dth. — Mr. Clay having read and 
briefly commented on his propositions, Bertatiniy 
he desired that they should be held over with- 
out debate, to give time for consideration, and 
made a special order for Monday or Tuesday 
following. But this was not assented to. 

Mr. Foote, of Mississippi, spoke against them 
generally, saying: 

If I understand the resolutions properly, they are ob- 
jectionable, as it seems to me, 

1. Because they only assert that it is not eoapsditmi 
that Congress should abolish Slavery in the District of 
Columbia ; thus allowing the implication to arise that 
Congress has power to legislate on the subject of Slavery 
in the District, which may hereafter be exercised, if tt 
should become expedient to do so ; whereas, I hold that 
Congress has, under the Constitutibn, no such power at 
all, and that any attempt thus to legislate would be a 
gross fraud upon all the States of the Union. 

2. The Resolutions of the honorable Senator aMOrt 
that Slavery does not now exist by law in the Torritories 
recently acquired from Mexico ; whereas, I am <Mr 
opinion that the treaty with the Mexican republic carried 
the Constitution, witli all its giuiraniUn^ to all the Ter* 
ritory obtained by treaty, and secured the privilege to 
every Southern slaveholder to enter any part of it, at> 
tended by his slave-property, and to ei^oy the ubm 
therein, free from all molestation or hindi-ance whatso- 
ever. 

8. Whether Slavery is or is not likely to be introdaeed 
into these Territories, or into any of them, is a proposi- 
tion too uncertain, in my judgment, to be at present 
positively aflirmed ; and I am unwilling to make a 
solemn legislative declaration on the point. LU Iks 
future provide the appropriate solutiot^ of this imU- 
rentinff quention. 

4. Considering, as I have several times heretofore for- 
mally declared, the title of Texas to all the Territory 
embraced in her boundaries, as laid down in her law of 
1886, full, complete, and undeniable, 1 am unwillinf to 
say anything, by resolution or otherwise, which may la 
the least degree draw that title into question, as I tidnk 
is done in one of the resolutions of the honorable Sena* 
tor from Kentucky. 

6. As to the abolition of the »lat>e-trade\xi\ii^ Bistriot 
of Columbia, I see no particular objection to it, providi^ 
it Is done in a delicate and judicious manner, and is not 
a concession to the menaces and demands of factionisti 
and fanatics. If other questions can be adjusted, thk 
one will, perhaps, occasion but httle difficulty. 

7. The resolutions which provide for the r^toration of 
fugitives from labor or service, and for the establishment 
of territorial governments, free from all restriction oa 
the subject of Slavery, have my hearty approvaL The 
last resolution— which asserts that Congress h&i no power 
to prohibit the trade in elaves from State to State— I 
equally approve. 

8. If all other questions connected with the subject of 
Slavery can be satisfactorily adjusted, I see no ot^ee> 
tion to admitting all California, above the Une of M 
degrees 80 minutes, into the Union ; provided anothsr 
new Slave State can be laid off within ths prssmt 
limits of TeoMs, so as to keep the present squipondsr- 
ance between the Slave and Free States of the Union : 
and provided further, all this is done by way of eom- 
promise^ and in order to save the Unions (as dear to 
me as to any man hving. ) 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, after expressing. 
his deep anxiety to ** go with him who 
went furthest, but within the limits of strict 
duty, in adjusting these unhappy diflferences," 
added : 

Sir, so far as I have read these resolutions, there If 
but one proposition to which I can give a hearty assent, 
and that is the resolution which proposes to organise 
Territorial governments at once in these Territories, 
without a declaration one way or the other as to their 
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March 25.— Mr. Uonglas, from the Com- 
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I n 1.— Mr. Douglas ni . . 
B do lie on tbe table. Lost: Yeas, %a, 
Kaj-s, 28. 

April 16.— The discussion of Mr. Clay's reso- 
Intions still proceeding, Colonel Benton moved 
that the previous orders be postponed, a ■ ' - 
the Senate now proceed lo consider the 
1B9) for the .idmissiou t 
fprnia: 

Mr. Claj moved that this proposition do lie 
on the table. Carried : Yeas, "27 (for a Com- 
promise); Na;a, 24 (for a settlement without 
compromise). 

The Senate now took up Hr. Bill!« ngjm||| 
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aforesaid, when Mr. Beoton moved that thej 
lie on the table. {iOSt : Yeas, 24 ; Nays, 28. 

Mr. Benton next moved that they be so 
amended as not to connect or mix up the ad- 
mission ^ California with any other question. 
Lost : Yeas, 23 ; Nays, 28. 

Various modifications of the generic idea 
were severally voted down, generally by large 
majorities. 

On motion of Mr. Foote, of Miss., it was now 

Ordered^ That the resolutions submitted by Mr. Bell on 
the 28th February, together with the resolutions submitted 
on the 29th of January, by Mr. Clay, be referred to a se- 
lect Committee of thirteen ; Provided^ that the Senate 
does not deem it necessary, and therefore declines, to ex- 
press in advance any opinion, or to give any instruction, 
either general or specific, for the guidance of the said 
Committee. 

April 19. — ^The Senate proceeded to elect by 
ballot such Select Committee, which was com- 
posed as follows : 

Mr. Henry Clay, of Ky., Chairman. 

Messrs. Dickinson, of N. Y. Cooper, of Pa. 

Phelps, of Vt. Downs, of La. 

Bell, of Tenn. King, of Ala. 

Cass, of Mich. Mangum, of N. C. 

Webster, of Mass. Mason, of Va. 

Berrien, of Ga. Bright, of Ind. 

May 8. — Mr. Clay, from said Committee, re- 
ported at length, the v^ws and recommenda- 
tions of the report being substantially as fol- 
lows : 

1. The admission of any new State or States formed out 
of Texas to be postponed until they shall hereafter pre- 
sent themselves to be received into the Union, when it will 
be the duty of Congress fairly and faithfully to execute 
the compact with Texas, by admitting such new State or 
States. 

2. The admission forthwith of California into the Union, 
with the boundaries which she has proposed. 

8. The establishment of Territorial Governments, with- 
out the Wilmot Proviso, for New-Mexico and Utah, em- 
bracing all the territory recently acquired by the United 
States from Mexico, not contained in the boundaries of 
California. 

4. The combination of these two last mentioned mea- 
Bures in the same bill ; 

5. The establishment of the western and northern bound- 
aries of Texas, and the exclusion from her Jurisdiction of 
all New-Mexico, with the grant to Texas of a pecuniary 
equivalent ; and the section for that purpose to be incor- 
porated in the bill admitting California and establishing 
Territorial Governments for Utah and New-Mexico. 

6. More effectual enactments of law to secure the prompt 
delivery of persons bound to service or labor in one State, 
under the laws thereof, who escape into another State ; 
and, 

7. Abstaining from abolishing Slavery ; but, under a 
heavy penalty, prohibiting the slave-trade in the District 
of Columbia. 

The Senate proceeded to debate from day to 
day the provisions of the principal bill thus re- 
ported, commonly termed ** the Omnibus." 

June 28.— Mr, Soul6, of Louisiana, moved 

that all south of 860 80' be cut oflf from Call- 

fornia, and formed into a Territory entitled 

South California, and that said Territory 

" shall, when ready, able, and willing to become a State, 
and deserving to be such, be admitted with or without 
Slavery, as the people thereof shall desire, and make 
known through Iheir Constitution." 

This was rejected : Yeas, 19 (all feoutnern) ; 
Nays, 36. 

July 10. — The discussion was interrupted by 
the death of President Taylor. Millard Fillmore 
succeeded to the Presidency, and William R^ 
King, of Alabama, was chosen President of the 
Senate, pro tempore, 

July 15.— The bill was reported to the Senate 
and amended so as to substitute " that Congress 



shall make no law establishing or prohibitiiig 

Slavery in the new Territories, instead of ** 

respect to " it. Yeas, 27 ; Nays, 26. 

Mr. Seward moved to add at the end of 

87th section : 

But neither Slavery nor involuntary servitude ■haS 
allowed hi either of the Territories of New-Mexico or Ute]i| 
except on legal conviction for crime. 

Which was negatived; Yeas and Nays not 
taken. 

JvXy 17. — The Senate resumed the considera- 
tion of the ** Omnibus bill." 

Mr. Benton moved a change in the proposed 
boundary between Texas and New-Mexico. Re- 
jected : Yeas, 18 ; Nays, 36. 

Mr. Foote moved that the 84th parallel of 
north latitude be the northern boundary of 
Texas throughout. Lost : Yeas, 20 ; Nays, 84. 

July 19. — Mr. King moved that the panillel 
of 35° 30' be the southern boundary of the 
State of California. Rejected : Yeas, 20 ; Nays, 
37. 

Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, moved 36° 30'. Re- 
jected: Yeas, 23; Nays, 32. 

July 23d. — Mr. Turney, of Tenn., moved that 
the people of California be enabled to form a 
new State Constitution. Lost : Yeas, 19 ; 
Nays, 33. 

Mr. Jeff. Davis, of Mississippi, moved to add : 

And that all laws and usages existing in said Tenitocy, 
at the date of its acquisition by the United States, wUdi 
deny or obstruct the right of any citizen of the United 
States to remove to, and reside in, said Territory, witii any 
species of property legally h^ld in any of tiie States of 
this Union, be, and are hereby declared to be, null and 
void. 

This was rejected : Yeas, 22 ; Nays, 33. 

Yean — For Davis's amendment : 




King, Ala. 
Mangum, N. C. 
Mason, Va. 
Morton, Fla. 
Pratt, Md. 
Rusk, Texas. 
Sebastian, Ark. 
Soul6, La. 
Turney, Tenn. 
Underwood, Kj. 
Yulee, Fla.— ^ 



Messrs. Atchison, Mo. 
Barnwell, S. C. 
Bell, Tenn. 
Berrien, Oa. 
Butler, S. C. 
Clemens, Ala. 
Davis, Miss. 
Dawson, Ga. 
Downs, La. 
Houston, Texas. 
Hunter, Va. 

Ndys — Against Davis's amendment : 

Messrs. Badger, N. 0. Foote, Miss. 

Baldwm, Conn. Greene, R. L 

Benton, Mo. Hale, N. H. 

Bradbury, Me. Hamlin, Me. 

Bright, Ind. Jones, Iowa. 

Cass, Mich. Miller, N. J. 

Chase, Ohio. Norris, N. II. 

Clarke, R. L Pearce, Md. 

Clay, Ky. Seward, N. Y. 

Cooper, Pa. Shields, 111. 

Davis, Mass. Smith, Conn. 

Dayton, N. J. Spruance, DeL 

Dickinson. N. Y. Sturgeon, Pa. 

Dodge, Wise. Upham, Yt. 

Dodge, Iowa. Wales, DeL 

Felch, Mich. Walker, Wise. 
Whitcomb, Ind.— 88. 

Aug, 10. — ^The California bill was now taken 
up. Mr. Yulee, of Fla., moved a substitute, 
remanding California to a territorial condition, 
and limiting her southern boundary. Rejected : 
Yeas, 12 (all Southern) ; Nays, 35. 

Mr. Foote moved a like project, cutting off 
so much of California as lies south of 86 deg. 
30 min., and erecting it into the Territory of 
Colorado. Kejected : Yeas, 13 (ultra Southern) ; 
Nays, 29. 

Axig, 12. — Still another proposition to limit 
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California southwardly, by the line of 86 deg. 
30 min., was made by Mr. Tarney, and rejected : 
Yeas, 20 (all Southern) ; Nays, 30. After de- 
feating Southern motions to adjourn, postpone, 
and lay on the table, the bill was engrossed for 
a third reading : Yeas, 33 (all the Senators from 
Free States, with Bell, Benton, Houston, Spru- 
ance, Wales and Underwood) ; Nays, 19 (all 
from Slave States). Mr. Clay still absent, en- 
deavoring to restore his failing health. 

Aug. 13. — The California bill passed its third 
reading: Yeas, 34; Nays, 18 (all Southern). 

Aup. 14. — The Senate now took up the bill or- 
ganizing the Territories of New Mexico and Utah 
(as it was originally reported, prior to its inclu- 
fiion in Mr. Clay's " Omnibus"). 

Mr. Chase, of Ohio, moved to amend the bill 
by inserting : 

Nor shall there be in said Territory either Slavery or 
Involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment 
of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly con- 
victed to have been personally guilty. 

Which was rejected : Yeas, 20 ; Nays, 25. 
The bill was then reported complete, and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Aug, 16. — Said bill had its third reading, 
and was finally passed : Yeas, 27 ; Nays, 10. 

[The Senate proceeded to take up, consider, 
mature, and pass the Fugitive Slave bill, and 
the bill excluding the Slave-Trade from the 
District of Columbia ; but the history of these 
IS but remotely connected with our theme]. 
We return to the House. 

Attg, 28. — The California bill was taken up, 
read twice, and committed. 

The Texas bill coming up, Mr. Inge, of Ala. 
objected to it, and a vote was taken on its rejec- 
tion : Yeas, 34; Nays, 168 ; so it was not rejected. 
Mr. Boyd, of Ky., moved to amend it so as to 
create and define thereby the Territories of 
New-Mexico and Utah, to be slaveholding or 
not as their people shall determine when they 
shall come to form State governments. [In 
other words, to append the bill organizing the 
Territory of New Mexico to the Texas bill.] 

Sept. 7. — The California bill now came up. 
Mr. Boyd moved his amendment already moved 
to the Texas bill. Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, declared 
it out of order. The Speaker again ruled it in 
order. Mr. Vinton appealed, and the House 
overruled the Speaker : Yeas (to sustain), 87 ; 
Nays, 116. 

Mr. Jacob Thompson, of Miss., moved to cut 
off from California all below ZQ^ 80'. Bejected: 
Yeas, 76 ; Nays, 131. 

The bill was now ordered to a third reading : 
Yeas, 161; Nays, 67, and then passed: Yeas, 
160; Nays, 66 (all Southern). 

The Senate bill organizing the Territory of 
Utah (without restriction as to Slavery) was 
tben taken up, and rushed through the same 
day : Yeas, 97 ; Nays, 85. [The Nays were 
mainly Northern Free Soil men ; but some 
Southern men, for a different reason, voted 
with them]. 

Sept, 9. — The House having returned the 
Tozas Boundary bill, with an amendment (Linn 
Boyd's), including the bill organiising the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico therein, the Senate 
proceeded to consider and agree to the 'Same : 
YeaH, 81 ; Nays, 10, namely : 



Messrs. Baldwin, Conn., 
Benton, Mo., 
Chase, Ohio, 
Davis, Mass., 
Dodge, Wis.. 



Effing, Ohio, 
Hamlin, Me., 
Seward, N. Y., 
Upham, Vt., 
Winthrop, Mass. 



So all the bills originally included in Mr. 
Clays " Omnibus " were passed— two of them in 
the same bill — after the Seuate bad once voted 
to sever them. 

THE KANSAS-NEBRASKA STRU60LE. 

Out of the Louisiana Territory, since the ad- 
mission first of Louisiana and then of Missouri 
as Slave States, there had been formed the Ter- 
ritories of Arkansas, Iowa, and Minnesota ; the 
first without, and the two others with. Congres- 
sional inhibition of Slavery. Arkansas, in due 
course, became a Slave, Iowa and Miunesota 
Free States. The destiny of one tier of States, 
fronting upon, and westward of, the Mississippi, 
was thus settled. What should be the fate of 
the next tier ? 

The region lying immediately westward of 
Missouri, with much Territory north, as well as 
a more clearlv defined district south of it, was 
long since dedicated to the uses of the Aborigines 
— not merely those who had originally inhabited 
it, but the tribes from time to time removed 
from the States eastward of the Mississippi. 
Very little, if any, of it was legally open to 
settlement by Whites ; and, with the exception 
of the few and small' military and trading posts 
thinly scattered over its surface, it is probable 
that scarcelv two hundred white families were 
located in the spacious wilderness bounded by 
Missouri, Iowa, and Minnesota on the east, the 
British possessions on the north, the crest of the 
Rocky Mountains on the west, and the settled 
portion of New-Mexico and the line of 36° 30' 
on the south, at the time when Mr. Dougl« 
first, at the session of 1852-3, submitted a bill 
organizing the Territory of Nebraska, by which 
t^tle the region above bounded had come to be 
vaguely indicated. 

This region was indisputably included within 
the scope of the exclusion of Slavery from all 
Federal Territory north of 36° 30', to 'which the 
South had assented by the terms of the Mis- 
souri compact, in order thereby to secure the 
admission of Missouri as a Slave State. Nor 
was it once intimated, during the long, earnest, 
and searching debate in the Senate on the Com- 
promise Measures of 1850, that the adoption of 
those measures, whether together or separately, 
would involve or imply a repeal of the Missouri 
Restriction. We have seen on a former page 
how Mr. Clay's original suggestion of a Compro- 
mise, which was substantially that ultimately 
adopted, was received by the Southern Senators 
who spoke on its introduction, with hardly a 
qualification, as a virtual surrender of all that 
the South had ever claimed with respect to the 
new Territories. And, from the beginning to 
the close of the long and able discussion which 
followed, neither friend nor foe of the Compro- 
mises, nor of any of them, hinted that one 
effect of their adoption would be the lifting of 
the Missouri restriction from the Territory now 
covered by it. When the Compromises of 1850 
were accepted in 1852 by the National Conven- 
tions 5f the two great parties, as a settlement 
of the distracting controversy therein contem- 
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plated, no hint was added that the Nebraska 
region was opened thereby to Slavery. 

Several petitions for the organization of a 
Territory westward of Missouri and Iowa were 
presented at the session of 1851-2, but no de- 
cisive action taken thereon, until the next ses- 
sion, when, 

Dec, \%th. — Mr. "W. P. Hall, of Mo., pursuant 
to notice, submitted to the House a bill to organ- 
ize the Territory of Platte, which was read 
twice, and sent to the Committee on Territories. 
From that Committee, 

Feb, 2(i, 1853.— Mr. W. A. Richardson, of 111., 
reported a bill to organize the Territory of 
Nebraska, which was read twice and com« 
mitted. 

Feb. 9th, — The bill was ordered to be taken 
out of Committee, on motion of W. P. Hall. 

Feb, lOth. — The bill was reported from the 
Committee of the Whole to the House, with a 
recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. Richardson moved the previous question, 
which prevailed. 

Mr. Letcher, of Va., moved that the bill do lie 
on the table. Lost : Yeas, 49 (mainly Southern) ; 
Nays, 107. 

The bill was then engrossed, read a third 
time, and passed. Yeas, 98 ; Nays, 43, (as 
before.) 

Feb. llth. — ^The bill reached the Senate 
and was referred to the Committee on Terri- 
tories. 

Feb. llth. — Mr. Douglas reported it without 
amendment. 

March 2c?.— (Last day but one of the session), 
Mr. Douglas moved that the bill be taken up : 
Lost: Yeas, 20 ; (all Northern but Atchison and 
Geyer, of Mo.;) Nays, 25; (21 Southern, 4 
Northern.) 

March Zrd. — Mr. Douglas again moved that 
the bill be taken up. 

Mr. Borland, of Ark., moved that it do lie on 
the table. Carried : Yeas, 23 ; (all Soutiiern but 
4 ;) Nays, 17 ; (all Northern but Atchison and 
Geyer.) So the bill was put to sleep for the 
session. 

On the motion to take up — Mr. Rusk of Texas 

objecting — Mr. Atchison said : 

I must ask the indulgence of the Senate to say one 
word in relation to this matter. Perhaps there is not a 
State in the Union more deeply interested in this ques- 
tion than the State of Missouri. If not the largest, I will 
say the best, portion of that Territory, perhaps the only 

{»ortion of it that in half a century wili become a State, 
les immediately west of the State of Missouri. It is 
only a question of time, whether we will organize the 
Territory at this session of Congress, or whether we will 
do it at the next session; and, for my own part, I 
acknowledge now that, as the Senator from Illinois well 
knows, when I came to this city, at the beginning of the 
last session, I was perhaps as much opposed to the pro- 
position, as the Senator from Texas now is. The Senator 
from Iowa knows it ; and it was for reaeona wMch I 
-will not now mention or suggest. But, sir, I have 
from reflection and investigation in my own mind, and 
from the opinions of others — my constituents, whose 
opinions I am bound to respect — come to the conclusion 
that now is the time for the organization of this Terri- 
tory. It is the most propitious time. The treaties with 
the various Indian tribes, the titles to whose possessions 
must be extinguished, can better be made now than at 
any future time ; for, as the question is agitated, and Sa 
it is understood, white men, speculators, will interpose, 
and interfere, and the longer it is postponed the more 
we will have to fear from them, and the more difficult it 
will be to extinguish the Indian title in that country, 
and the harder the terms to be imposed. Therefore, 
Mr. President, for this reason, without going into detail. 



I am willing now tiiat the qnestloii shall bt 
whether we will proceed to the consideration of tht biU 
or not. 

The meaning is here diplomatically veiled, 
yet is perfectly plain. Gen. Atchison had been 
averse to organizing this Territory until he 
could procure a relaxation of th^ Missouri Be* 
striction as to Slavery ; but, seeing no present 
hope of this, he was willing to waive the point, 
and assent to an organization under a bill silent 
with respect to Slavery, and of course leaving 
the Missouri Restriction unimpaired. 



Gen. Pierce was inaugurated President on the 
4th March, 1853. 

The XXXlIId Congress assembled at Wash- 
ington, Dec. 6th, 1853, with a large Adminis- 
tration majority in either House. Linn Boyd 
of Ky., was chosen Speaker of the House. 
The President's Annual Message contained thtt 
following allusion to the subject of Slavery : 

It is no part of my purpose to give prominence to aoj 
subject which may properly be regarded as set at rest by 
tlie deliberate judgment of the people. But, while tlM 
present is bright with promise, and the future full of de- 
mand and inducements for the exercise of active intelU* 
gence, the past can never be without useful lessons of 
admonition and instruction. If its dangers serve not aa 
beacons, they will evidently fail to fulfill the ohject of a 
wise design. Wlien the grave shall have closed over allt 
who are now endeavoring to meet the obligations of dotjr, 
the year 1850 will be recurred to as a period filled with 
anxious apprehension. A successful war had just termi- 
nated. Peace brought with it a vast augmentation of 
territory. Disturbing questions arose, bearing npon tte 
domestic institutions of one portion of the confedera^i 
and involving the constitutional rights of the States. 
But, notwitlistanding differences of opinion and sentiiOMit 
wiiicli then exi;jted in relation to details, and speciflopro- 
visions, tlie acquiescence of distinguished citisens, vnoM 
devotion to tlie Union can never be doubted, has givea 
reucwed vigor to our institutions, and restored a sense of 
repo.'ie and security to the public mind throoghoot the 
confederacy. That this repose is to suffer no shock 
during my official term, if I iiave power to avert it, those 
who placed me here may be assured. 

Dec, 15. — Mr. A. C. Dodge of Iowa submitted 
to the Senate a bill (No. 22) ** To organize the 
Territory of Nebraska," which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Jan. 4. — Mr. Douglas, from said Committee, 
reported said bill with amendments, which were 
printed. He said in his Keport : 

The principal amendments which your commlttse 
deem it their duty to commend to the favorable action of 
the Senate, in a special report, are those in which the 
principles establislied by tlie Compromise Measures of 
1S50, so far as they are applicable to territorial organisa- 
tions, are proposed to be affirmed, and carried into 
practical operation within the hmits of the new Terri- 
tory. . . . 

With a view of conforming their action to what they 
regard as the settled policy of the Government, sano- 
tloned by the approving voice of the American People, 
your Committee have deemed it their duty to incorporate 
and perpetuate, in their territorial bill, tiie principles and 
spirit of those measures. If any other consideration 
were necessary to render the propriety of this courso 
imperative upon the Committee, they may be found In 
the fact that the Nebraska country occupies the same 
relative position to the Slavery question, as did New 
Mexico and Utati, when those Territories were organised. 

It was a disputed point, wiiether Slavery was pro- 
hibited by law in the country acquired from Mexico. 
On the one hand, it was contended, as a legal proposi- 
tion, that Slavery having been prohibited by the enact- 
ments of Mexico, according; to the laws of nations, we 
received the country with all its local laws and domentio 
institutions attached to the soil, so far as they did not 
conflict with the Constitution of the United States; and 
that a law eittifr protecting or prohibiting Slavery, was 
not repugnant to tliat instrument, as was evidenced by 
the fact that one-half of tlia States of the Union tolerated. 
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while tbe othor half prohibited, the institatlon of fflavery. 
On fhe other hand, it was insisted that, by virtue of the 
Oonstitution of the United States, every citisen had a 
right to remove to any Territory of the Union, and carry 
hii property with him under the protection of law, 
irtiether that property consisted of persons or things. 
The difficulties arising from this diversity of opinion were 
greatly aggravated by the fact that there were many 
persons on both sides of the legal controversy, who were 
unwilling to abide the decision of the courts on the legal 
matters in dispute ; thus, among those who claimed that 
the Mexican laws were still in force, and, consequently, 
that Slavery was already prohibited in those Territories 
hj Talid enactments, there were many who insisted upon 
Oongni^ss making the matter certain, by enacting another 
prohibition. In like laanner, some of those who argued 
that Mexican law had ceased to have any binding force, 
and that the Oonstitution tolerated and protected Slave 
property in those Territories, were unwilliug to trust the 
decision of the courts upon the point, and insisted that 
Congress should, l>y direct enactment, remove all legal 
obstacles to the introduction of Slaves into those Territo- 
riee. • • . 

Tour Oonunittee deem it fortunate for the peace of 
the eonntry, and the security of the Union, that the con- 
troveny then resulted in the adoption of the Oompro- 
B^e Measures, which the two great political parties, 
with sing^ar unanimity, have affirmed as a cardinal 
article of their faith, and proclaimed to the world as a 
final settlement of the controversy and an end of tiie 
agitation. A due respect, therefore, for the avowed 
opinions of Senators, as well as a proper sense of pa* 
triotic daty, enjoins upon your Committed the propriety 
and necessity of a strict adherence to the principles, and 
vren a literal adoption of the enactments of that adjust- 
ment, In all their territorial bills, so far as the same are 
not locally Inapplicable. These enactments embrace, 
among otiier things, less material to tbe matters under 
oonslaeration, the following provisions : 

When admitted as a State, the said Territory, of any 
portion of the same, shall be received into the Union, 
with or without Slavery, as their constitution may pre- 
■cnrfbe at the time of their admission ; 

That ttie l^slative power and authority of said Terri- 
tory ahaH be vested in the Governor and a Legislative 
AsnmUy. 

That the Legislative power of said Territory shall 
extend to all rightful subjects of legislation, consistent 
with tbe Oonstitution of the United States, and the pro- 
TUdons of this act j but no law shall be passed interfering 
wUh the primary disposal of the soil ; no tax shall be 
Impeeed upon the property of the United States ; nor 
■hall the lands or other property of non-residents be 
taxed higher than the lands or other property of resi- 
denta. 

Jitn, 24. — Tbe bill tbus reported was con- 
ffidered in Committee of the Whole and post- 
poned to Monday next, when it was made the 
order of the day. 

The bill was further considered Jan. 81st, 
Feb. 8d, Feb. 5th, «nd Feb. 6tb, when an amend- 
ment reported by Mr. Douglas, declaring the 
MiaBOori Restriction on Slavery *^ inoperative 
and Toid," being under consideration, Mr. Chase, 
of Ohio, moved to strike out the assertion that 
said Bestriction 



aoperseded by the principles of the legislation of 
1800, commonly called the Compromise Measures.*' 

Thia motion was defeated by Yeas, 1 3 ; Nays, 
80. 

Feb, 16. — ^The bill having been discussed daily 
nntil now, Mr. Douglas moved to strike out of 
his amendment tbe words above quoted (which 
the Senate had refused to strike out on Mr. 
Chase's motion,) and insert instead the fol- 
lowing : 

Wldch being ineondstent with the principle of Non-In- 
tervention by Congress with Slavery in the States and 
Terrltcniee, as recognised by the legislation of 1850, Tcom- 
aioaly called ttie Compromise Measures,) is hereby declared 
Inoperative and void ; it being the true intent and mean- 
ing of this act not to legislate Savery into any Territory or 
fltate, nor to exdode it therefirom, but to leave the people 
thereof pofectly free to form and regulate their domestic 
Instltatlons in their own way, subject only to the Consttta- 
tkm of the United Statea— 

6 



which prevailed — Yeas, 26 ; Nays, 10 — as fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — ^For Douglases new amendment : 

Messrs. Adams, Owln, 

Atchison, Hunter, 

Bayard, Johnson, 

BeU, Jones, of Iowa, 

Bei^jamln, Jones, of Tenn., 

Brodhead, Mason, 

Brown, Morton, 

Butler, Norris, 

Gass, Pearce, 

Clayton, Pettit, 

Dawson, Pratt, 

DLxon, Sebastian, 

Dodge, of Iowa, Slidell, 

Douglas, Stuart, 

Evans, Thompson, of Ky., 

Fitzpatrick, ToomlM, 

Greyer, Weller, 
Williams~85. 

Nays — Against said amendment ; 

Messrs. Allen, Foot, 

Chase, Houston, 

Dodge, of Wise, Seward, 

Everett, Sumner, 

Fish, Wade— 10. 

[Nora.— Prior to tills move of Mr. Douglas, Mr. Dixon, 
(Whig) of Kentucky, had moved to insert a clause directly 
and plainly repeating the Missouri Restriction. Mr. Dixon 
thought if that was the object, (and he was in favor of it,) Iti 
should be approached in a direct and manly way. He was- 
assailed for this in T7te Union newspaper next morning ; but 
his suggestion was substantially adopted by Douglas, after 
a brief hesitation. Mr. Dixon's proposition, having been 
made in Committee, does not appear in the journal of the 
Senate, or it would here be given in terms.] 

The bill was further discussed daily until 
March 2nd, when the vote was taken on Mr. 
Chase's amendment, to add to Sec. 14 the fol- 
lowing words : 

Under which fh6 people of the Territory, throuffh 
their appropriate representatives, may, %f they see 
JU, prombit the eaoistence of Sla/oery therein-^ 

which was rejected: Yeas, 10; Nays, 36, as- 

follows : 

Yeas — For Mr. Chase*i amendment : 

Messrs. Chase, HamUn, 

Dodge, of Wise, Seward, 

Fessenden, Smith, 

Fish, Sumner, 

Foot, Wade— 10. 

Nays — ^Against Chase's amendment: 

Messrs. Adams, Hunter, 

Atchison,. Johnson, 

Badger, Jones, of Iowa, 

Bell, Jones, of Tenn.,, 

Bei^'amin, Mason, 

Brodhead, Morton, 

Brown, Norris, 

Butler, Pettit, 

Clay, (C. C.\ Pratt, 

Clayton, Rusk, 

Dawson, Sebastian, 

Dixon, Shields, 

Dodge, of Iowa, Slidell, 

Douglas, Stuart, 

Evans, Toucey, 

Fitzpatrick, Walker, 

Gwin, Weller, 

Houston, Williams— 86. 

Mr. Badger, of N. C, moved to add to the- 
aforesaid section : 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be- 
construed to revive or put in force any la/w or regu- 
lation which may ha/ve eooisted prior to the act of Qth 
of March, 1820, either protecting, establishing, pro*- 
hibiting, or abolishing Slavery. 

Carried : Yeas, 35 ; Nays, 6. 
Mr. Clayton now moved to strike out so mucb 
of said Douglas amendment as permits emigrants- 
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from Europe, who shall have declared their in- 
tention to become citizens, to vote. Carried: 
Yeas, 23; Nays, 21 — as follows: 
Yeas — For Clajton^s amendment : 

Messrs. Adams, Dbcon, 

Atchison, Evans, 

Badger, Fitzpatrlck, 

Bell, Houston, 

Bei^jamin, Hunter, 

Brodhead, Johnson, 

Brown, Jones, of Tenn., 

Butler, Mason, 

Clay, Morton, 

Clayton, Pratt, 

Dawson, Sebastian, 
SUdell— 23. 

Nays — Against Clayton's amendment : 

Ifeasrs. Chase, Norris, 

Dodge, of Wise, Pettit, 

Dodge, of Iowa, Seward, 

Douglas, Shields, 

Fessenden, Smith, 

Fish, Stuart, 

Foot, Sumner, 

Gwin, Toucey, 

Hamlin, Wade, 

Jones, of Iowa, Walker, 
Williams— 21. 

Mr. Chase moved to amend, by providing for 
the appointment of three Conimissioners resid- 
ing in the Territory to organize the Territory, 
divide it into election districts, notify an election 
on the first Monday in September then ensuing, 
etc., at which election the people should choose 
their own Governor, as well as a Territorial Legis- 
lature — the Governor to serve for two years, and 
the Legislature to meet not later than May, 1855. 

This extension of the principle of " Squatter 
Sovereignty" was defeated — Yeas, 10; Nays, 80. 

Mr. Douglas's amendment was then agreed to, 
and the bill reported from the Committee of the 
Whole to the Senate. 

The question on the engrossment of the bill was 
now reached, and it was carried : Yeas, 29 ; 
Nays, 12. 

March 8. — The rule assigning Fridays for the 
consideration of private bills having been sus- 
pended, on motion of Mr. Badger, the Senate 
proceeded to put the Nebraska-Kansas bill on 
its final passage, when a long and earnest de- 
bate ensued. At a late hour of the night Mr. 
Seward, of New York, addressed the Senate, in 
opposition to the bill, as follows : 

Mr. Prbsidkmt : I rise with no purpose of ftirther re- 
•fisUng or even delaying the passage of this bill Let its 
advocates have only a little patience, and they will soon 
/reach the object for which they have struggled so earnestly 
and so long. The sun has set for the last time upon the 
guaranteed and certain liberties of all the unsettled and 
unorganized portions of the American continent that lie 
within the jurisdiction of the tJnited States. To-morrow*s 
HTOU will rise in dim eclipse over them. How long that ob- 
scuration shall last, is known only to the Power that di- 
rects and controls all human events. For myself, I know 
only this — that now no human power will prevent its com- 
ing on, and that its passing off will be hastened and se- 
cured by others than those now here, and perhaps by only 
those belonging to future generations. 

Sir, it would be almost factious to offer Airther resist- 
ance to this measure here. Indeed, successful resistance 
was never expected to be made in this Hall. The Senate- 
floor is an old battle-ground, on which have been fought 
many contests, and always, at least since 1820, with fortune 
adverse to the cause of equal and universal freedom. We 
were only a few here who engaged in that cause in the 
beginning of this contest. All that we could hope to do 
— all that we did hope to do^was to organize and pre- 
pare the issue for the House of Representatives, to which 
the country would look for its decision as authoritative, 
and to awaken the country that it might be ready for the 
appeal wbich would be made, whatever the decision of 
•Oongress might be. We are no stronger now. Only four^ 



teen at the first. It wiU be fortunate If, amonir the IDs tmA 
accidents which surround us, we shall nudntaln that mniH 
ber to the end. 

We are on the eve of the consummation of a great na- 
tional transaction — a transaction which will close a 0|rcl9 
in the history of our country — and it is Impossible not to 
desire to pause a moment and survey the scene around 
us, and the prospect before us. However obscure we may 
individually be, our connection with this great transaction 
will perpetuate our names for the praise or for the cen- 
sure of future ages, and perhaps in re{^ons far remote. 
If, then, we had no other motive for our actions than bat 
that of the honest desire for a Just fame, we could not be 
indifferent to that scene and that prospect. But Individual 
interests and ambition sink into msi|^iificance in view of 
the interests of our country and ofmipkind. These faxtei^ 
ests awaken, at least in me, an intense solicitude. 

It was said by some in the beginning, and it has been 
said by others later in this debate, that it was doobtftil 
whether it would be the cause of Slavery or the cause of 
Freedom that would gidn advantages from the passage of 
this bill. I do not find it necessary to be censorious, nor 
even unjust to others, in order that my own course may 
be approved. I am sure tiiat the honorable Senator ttook 
Illinois [Mr. Douglas] did not mean that the Slave Statei 
should gain an advantage over the Free States ; for he 
disclaimed it when he introduced the bilL I belierve in aU 
candor, that the honorable Senator from G-eoi^ia, [Mi; 
Toombs,] who comes out at the close of the battle as one 
of the chiefest leaders of the victorious party, is sincere la 
declaring his own opinion that the Slave ^tes will gain 
no unjust advantage over the Free States, because he de- 
claims it as a triumph in their behalf. Notwithgtan<Mng 
all this, however, what has occurred here and In the 
country, during this contest, has compelled a oonviotioQ 
that Slavery will gain something, and Freedom will endure 
a severe, though I hope not an irretrievable, loes. The 
slaveholding States are passive, quiet, and c<xitrat| 
and satisfied with the prospective boon; and the ftee 
States are excited and alarmed with fearful forebodfaip 
and apprehensions. The impatience for the speedy pai^ 
sage of the bill, manifested bv its friends, betraye a 
knowledge that this is the condition of public sentiment fai 
the Free States. They thought in the beginning that it 
was necessary to guard the measure by inserting the 
Clayton amendment, which would exclude unnaturaUeed 
foreign inhabitants of the Territories from the xighl of 
suffrage. And now they seem willing, with almost perfect 
unanimity, to relinquish that safeguard, rather thui to 
delay the adoption of the principal measure for at moot a 
year, perhaps for only a week or a day. Suppose that 
the Senate should adhere to that condition, which so lately 
was thought so wise and so important — ^what then ? 't)m 
bill could only go back to the House of Representatives, 
which must either yield or insist ! In the one case or hi 
the other, a decision in favor of the bill would be secured; 
for even if the House should disagree, the Senate would 
have time to recede. But the majority will hasard no- 
thing, even on a prospect so certain as thiis. They wUl 
recede at once, without a moment's further struggle, from 
the condition, and thus secure the passage of this bill now, 
to-night. Why such haste ? Even if the question were to 
go to the country before a final decision here, what would 
there be wrong in that ? There is no man living who wfll 
say that the country anticipated, or that he anticipatod, 
the agitation of this measure in Congress, when this Ooa- 
gress was ^ected, or even when it assembled in Deoeoi- 
ber last. 

Under such circumstances, and in the midst of aglta^ 
tion, and excitement, and debates, it is only fair to say, 
that certainly the country has not decided in favor of the ■ 
bill, llie refusal, then, to let the question go to the coun- 
try, is a conclusive proof that the Slave States, as repnK 
sented here, expect from, the passage of this bill what the 
Free States hisist that they will lose by it — ^an advantagu, 
a material advantage, and not a mere abstraction.' Them 
are men in the Slave States, as in the Free States, who Ibh 
sist always too pertinaciously upon mere abstractions. Bat 
that is not the policy of the Slave States to-daj. Thej- 
are in earnest in seeking for, and securing, an ota[,ect. and 
an important one. I believe they are going to have \l I 
do not know how long the advantage gained will last, nor 
how great or comprehensive it wUl be. Every Senator 
who agrees with me in opinion must feel as I do — ^that wil- 
der such circumstances he can forego nothing that can be 
done decently, with due respect to difference of opinion, 
and consistently with the constitutional and settied rules 
of legislation, to place the true merits of the question b^ 
fore the country. Questions sometimes occur which eeem 
to have two right sides. Such were the questions that dlU 
vided the English nation between Pitt and Fox— such the 
contest between the assailant and the defender of QudMc. 
The judgment of the world was suspended by Its aympft> 
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tUoL and seemed ready to descend in favor of him who 
diouid be most gallimt in conduct. And so, when both 
fell with equal chivahry on the same field, the survivors 
mdted in raising a common monument to the glorious but 
ilral memories of Wolfe and Montcalm. But this contest 
Imrdtves a moral question. The Slave States so present it 
They maintain that AMcan Slavery is not erroneous, not 
uqjiut, not inconsistent with the advancing cause of hu- 
man nature. Since they so regard it, I do not expect to 
■ee statesmen representing those States lndi£ferent about 
.a "vindication of tUs system by the Congress of the United 
States. On the other hand, we of the Free States regard 
SlaTCzy as erroneous, unjust, oppressive, and therefore 
abaofaitely inconsistent with the principles of the American 
Ck>08titunon and Government. Who will expect us to be 
Indifferent to the deci^ons of the American people and 
of mankind on such an issue ? . . . . 

Sr, I am surprised at the pertinacity with which the 
honorable Senator flrom Delaware, mine ancient and hon- 
orable friend, [Mr. Clayton,] perseveres in opposing the 
granting of the right of suffrage to the unnaturalized for- 
eigner m the Territories. Congress cannot deny him that 
ri^ife. H^re Is the third article of that convention by 
which Louisiana, including Kansas and Nebraska, was 
ceded to the United States : 

**l%ie inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incor- 
porated in the Union of the United States, and admitted 
aaaoon as possible, according to the principles of the Fede- 
ral Constitution, to the eiuoyment of the rights, privileges, 
and fanmnniUes of the citizens. of the United States; and 
in ttie meantime they shall be maintained and protected 
In the firee enijoyment of their liberty, property, and the 
religion they profess." 

TRke inhabitants of Kansas and Nebraska are citizens 
already, and by force of this treaty must continue to be, 
and as such to ex^oy the right of suffrage, whatever laws 
yon make to the contrary. My opinions are well known, 
to wit: l%at Slavery is not only an evil, but a local one, 
iqlorious and ultimately pernicious to society, wherever it 
ezists, and in conflict with the constitutional principles of 
society in this country. I am not willing to extend nor to 
permit the extension of that local evil into regions now 
tree within our empire. I know that there are some who 
diiEBr firom me, and who regard the Constitution of the 
United Statoi as an instrument which sanctions Slavery as 
well as Freedom. But if I could admit a proposition so In- 
congruous with the letter and spirit of the Federal Const!- 
tntion, and the known sentiments of its illustrious found- 
ers, and so should conclude that Slavery was national, I 
most still cherish the opinion that it is an evil ; and 
1>ecanse it is a national one, I am the more firmly held and 
tonnd to prevent an increase of it, tending, as I think it 
manifestly does, to the weakening and ultimate over- 
throw of the Constitution Itself, and therefore to the 
iojary of all mankind. I know there have been States 
which have endured long, and achieved much, which 
tolerated Slavery ; but that was not the slavery of caste, 
like African Slavery. Such Slavery tends to demoralize 
equally the subjected race and the superior one. It has 
been the absence of such Slavery from Europe that has 

gven her nations their superiority over other countries 
, that hemisphere. Slavery, wherever it exists, begets 
Aear, and fear is the parent of weakness. What is the 
secret of that eternal, sleepless anxiety in the legislative 
liallfl, and even at the firesides of the Slave States, al- 
ways asking new stipulations, new compromises and 
abrogation of compromises, new assumptions of power 
and abnegations of power, but fear? It is the apprehen- 
sion, that, even if safe now, they will not always or long 
be fecnre agidnst some invasion or some aggression from 
the 9ree S^tes. What is the secret of the humiliating 
pari which proud old Spain is acting at this day, trem- 
bUncT between alarms of American intrusion into Cuba 
on one side, and British dictation on the other, but the 
teel that she has cherished Slavery so long and still 
dborliheB it, in the last of her American colonial posses- 
slona ? Thus far Kansas and Nebraska are safe, under 
the laws of 1820, agidnst the introduction of this element 
of national debility and decline. The bill before us, as 
we are assured, contains a great principle, a glorious 
ptlnc^le ; and yet that principle, when fully ascertained, 
IvoTca to be nothing less than the subversion of that 
MGority. not only within the Territories of Kansas and 
Nebrad^ but within all the other present and future 
Territories of the United States. Thus it is quite clear 
that It te not a principle alone that is involved, but that 
Chose who crowd this measure with so much zeal and ear- 
nestness most expect that either Freedom or Slavery 
■haU gain something by it in those regions. The case, 
tten, stands thus in Kansas and Nebraska : Freedom 
Bsaj lose, but certainly can gain nothing ; while Slavery 
nmj fsin, bat as certUnly can lose nothing. 
go ftr as I am concerned, the time for looking on the 



dark side has passed. I feel quite sure that Slavery at 
most can get nothing more than Kansas ; while Nebras- 
ka—the wider northern region — will, under existing 
circumstances, escape, for the reason that its soil and 
climate are uncongenial with the staples of slave culture 
— rice, sugar, cotton, and tobacco. Moreover, since the 
public attention has been so well and so effectually 
directed toward the subject, I cherish a hope that 
Slavery may be prevented even from gaining a foothold 
in Kansas. Congress only gives consent, but it does not 
and cannot introduce Slavery there. Slavery will be 
embarrassed by its own overgrasping spirit. No one, I 
am sure, anticipates the possible reestablishment of tlte 
African Slave-trade. The tide of emigration to Kansas 
is therefore to be supplied there solely by the domestic 
fountain of slave production. But Slavery has also other 
regions besides Kansas to be filled from that fountain. 
There are all of New Mexico and all of Utah already 
within the United States ; and then there is Cuba, that 
consumes slave labor and life as fast as any one of the 
slaveholding States can supply it; and besides these 
re^ons, there remains all of Mexico down to the 
Isthmus. The stream of slave labor flowing from so 
small a fountain, and broken into several divergent 
channels will not cover so great a field ; and it is rea- 
sonably to be hoped that the part of it nearest to the 
North Pole will be the last to be inundated. But African 
slave emigration is to compete with free emigration of 
white men, and the source of this latter tide is as ample 
as the civilization of the two entire continents. The 
honorable Senator from Delaware mentioned, as if it 
were a startling fact, that twenty thousand European 
immigrants arrived in New-York in one month. Sir, he 
has stated the fact with too much moderation. On my 
return to the capital a day or two ago, I met twelve 
thousand of these emigrants who had arrived in New- 
York on one morning, and who had thronged the 
churches on the following f^abbath, to return thanks for 
deliverance from the perils of the sea, and for their arrival 
in the land, not of Slavery but of Liberty. I also thank 
God for their escape, and for their coming. They arc 
now on their way westward, and the news of the passage 
of this bill, preceding them, will speed many of them 
toward Kansas and Nebraska. Such arrivals are not 
extraordinary — they occur almost every week ; and the 
immigration from Germany, from Great Britain, and 
from Norway, and from Sweden, during the European 
war, will rise to six or seven hundred thousand souls in 
a year. And with this tide is to be mingled one rapidlv 
swelling from Asia and from the islands of the South 
Seas. All the immigrants under this bill, as the House 
of Representatives overruling you have ordered, will be 
good, loyal. Liberty-loving, Slavery-fearing citizens. 
Come on, then, gentlemen of the Slave States. Since 
there is no escaping your challenge, I accept it in behalf 
of the cause of Freedom. We will engage in competition 
for the virgin soil of Kansas, and God give the victory 
to the side which is stronger in numbers as it is in right. 

There are, however, earnest advocates of this bill, who 
do not expect, and who, I suppose, do not desire, that 
Slavery shall gain possession of Nebraska. What do 
they expect to gain? The honorable Senator from 
Indiana CSlr. Pettit) says that by thus obliterating the 
Missouri Compromise restriction, they will gain a tabula 
rasa^ on which the inhabitants of Kansas and Nebraska 
may write whatever they will. This is the great princi- 
ple of the bill, as he understands it. Well, what gain is 
there in that? You obliterate a Constitution of Free- 
dom. If they write a new constitution of freedom, can 
the new be better than the old? If they write a Constitu- 
tion of Slavery, will it not be a worse one? I ask the 
honorable Senator that. But the honorable Senator says 
that the people of Nebraska will have the privilege of 
establishing institutions for themselves. They have now 
the privilege of establishing free institutions. Is it a pri- 
vilege, then, to establish Slavery? If so, what a mockery 
are all our Constitutions, which prevent the inhabitants 
from capriciously subverting free institutions and estab- 
lishing institutions of Slavery ! Sir, it is a sophism, a sub- 
tlety, to talk of conferring upon a country, already secure 
in the blessings of Freedom, the power of self-destruction. 

What mankind everywhere want, is not the removal 
of the Constitutions of Freedom which they have, that 
they may make at their pleasure Constitutions of Slavery 
or of Freedom, but the privilege of retaining Constitu- 
tions of Freedom when they already have them, and the 
removal of Constitutions of i^lavery when they have 
them, that they may establish Constitutions of Freedom 
in their place. We hold on tenaciously to all existing 
Constitutions of Freedom. Who denounces any man for 
diligently adhering to such Constitutions? Who would 
dare to denounce any one for disloyalty to our existing 
Constitutions, if they were Constitutions of Despotism and 
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So the bill vaa passed, and its title decUred 
I be "Aq Act to organize tbe Territories of 
Nebraska and Kansas," anii the Senate ad- 
journed over to the Tuesday Ibllowiug 

lu the House, a biU to orpnize the Terrilorj 
of Nebraska bad been noticed on the first day 
of the session, by Ur. John 0. Miller, of Ho., 
who introduced it Deceiober 22d. 

Jan. aaih.— Mr. Giddings gave notice of R 
bill to organise said Territory. 

Jan. SU.— Mr. Pringle, of N. T., cndeiTOred 
to have thi! bill passed at the lost sessiuu (Icar- 
ing the Missouri Restriction intact), reported by 
the Couimittee oa TerriCories ; but debate aroae, 
and bis resolution lay ovit. 

Jan, 3 .—Mr. Richardpoo, of 111, cbairnun 
of the Committee On Terrilorjea, reported ■ 
bill To organize the Tor ri tori L-a of Nebraak* 
and Kansafi," iriiich was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

mayiie Mr. Richardson's bill was substantially Hr. 
uden I^oug'^'^ ^^^ ^'^^i ^I'l ^as accompanied by do 
beidiDf I leport. Mr. Eoglisb, of Ind,, submitted the 
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^ews of a minority ©f said Committee on Ter- 
ritories, proposing, without argument, the two 
following amendments : 

1. Amend the section defining the boundary 
of Kansas, so as to make ** the summit of the 
Rocky Mountains" the western boundary of 
said Territory. 

2. Strike out of the 14th and 34th sections of 
said bill all after the words " United States," 
and insert in each instance (the one relating to 
Kansas, and the other to Nebraska) as fol- 
lows: 

JProvidedy That nothing in this act shall be so con- 
Btmed as to prerent the people of said Territory, through 
the properly constituted legCslative authority, from pass- 
ing such laws, in relation to the institution of Slavery, as 
they may deem best adapted to their locality, and most 
condncive to their happiness and welfare ; and so much 
of any existing act of Congress as may conflict with the 
above right of the people to regulate their domestic 
institutions in their own way, be, and the same is here- 
by! repealed. 

This appears to have been an attempt to give 
practical eflFect to the doctrine of Squatter 
Sovereignty ; but it was not successful. 

Jftfy Sth. — On motion of Mr. Richardson, the 
House— Yeas, 109; Nays, 88— resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole, and took up 
the bill (House No. 236) to organize the Terri- 
tories of Nebraska an€ Kansas, and discussed it 
— Mr. Olds, of Ohio, in the chair. 

On coming out of Committee, Mr. George W. 
Jones, of Tenn., moved that the rules be sus- 
pended so as to enable him to move the print- 
ing of Senate bill (No. 22, passed the Senate as 
aforesaid) and the amendment now pending to 
the House bill. No quorum voted — ^adjourned. 

May 9th, — This motion prevailed. After de- 
bate in Committee on the Kansas-Nebraska bill, 
the Committee found itself without a quorum, 
and thereupon rose and reported the fact to the 
House — only 106 Members were found to be 
present. After several fruitless attempts to ad- 
journ, a call was ordered and a quorum ob- 
tained, at 9 P.M. At 10, an adjournment pre- 
vailed. 

May loth, — Debate in Committee continued. 

May nth. — Mr. Richardson moved that all 
debate in Committee close to-morrow at noon. 

Mr. English moved a call of the House : Re- 
fused ; Yeas, 88 ; Nays, 97. 

Mr. Mace moved that Mr. Richardson's mo- 
tion be laid on the table : Defeated. Yeas, 95 ; 
Nays 100. 

Mr. Edgerton, of Ohio, moved a call of the 
House. Refused : Yeas, 45 ; Nays, 80. 

The day was spent in what has come to be 
called "Filibustering" — that is, the minority 
moving adjournments, calls of the House, ask- 
ing to be excused from voting, taking appeals, 
etc., etc. In the midst of this, Mr. Richardson 
withdrew his original motion, and moved in- 
stead that the debate in Committee be closed 
in five minutes after the House shall have re- 
sumed it. 

The hour of noon of the 12th having arrived, 
Xeesrs. Dean and Banks raised points of order 
fts to the termination of the legislative day. 
The Speaker decided that the legislative day 
could only be terminated by the adjournment 
of the House, except by constitutional conclu- 
sion of the session. Mr. Banks appealed, but 
at length withdrew his appeal 



Finally, at 11 J o'clock, p.m., of Friday, 12th, 
after a continuous sitting of thirty-six hours, 
the House, on motion of Mr. Richardson, ad- 
journed. 

May IBth. — The House sat but two hours, 
and effected nothing. 

May 15th. — Mr. Richardson withdrew his de- 
mand for the Previous Question on closing the 
debate, and moved instead that the debate 
close at noon on Friday the 19th instant. This 
he finally modified by substituting Saturday the 
20th ; and in this shape his motion prevailed by 
a two-thirds majority — Yeas, 137 ; Nays, 66 — 
the following opponents of the bill voting for 
the motion, namely : 

Mainb. — Thomas J. D. Fuller, Samuel Mayall— 2. 

Nbw-Hampshire.— Geo. W. Kittredge, Geo. W. Mo^ 
riaon — 2. 

Massachusetts.— Nathaniel P. Banks, jr.— 1. 

Connecticut. — Origen S. Seymour — 1. 

New- York.— Gilbert Dean, Charles Hughes— 2. 

Pennsylvania. — Michael C. Trout — 1. 

Ohio —Alfred P. Edgerton, Harvey H. Johnson, An- 
drew Ellison, William D. Lindsley, Thomas Richey— 5. 

Indiana.— Andrew- J. Harlan, Daniel Mace — 2. 

Illinois.— John Wentworth — 1. 

Michigan —David A. Noble, Hestor L. Stevens — 2. 

Wisconsin.- John B. Macy — 1 

Virginia. — John S. Millson — 1. 

Total— 21. 

Mr. Richardson, having thus got in his reso- 
lution to close the debate, put on the previous 
question again, and the House — Yeas, 113; 
Nays, 69 — agreed to close the debate on the 
20th. 

Debate having been closed, the opponents of 
the measure expected to defeat or cripple it by 
moving and taking a vote in Committee on 
various propositions of amendment, kindred to 
those moved and rejected in the Senate ; some 
of which it was believed a majority of the 
House would not choose (or dare) to vote 
down ; and, though the names of those voting 
on one side or the other in Committee of the 
Whole are not recorded, yet any proposition 
moved and rejected there, may be renewed in 
the House after taking the bill out of commit- 
tee, and is no longer cut off by the Previous 
Question, as it formerly was. But, when the 
hour for closing debate in Committee had 
arrived, Mr. Alex. H. Stephens moved that t/te 
enacting clause of the bill be stricken out ; which 
was carried by a rally of the friends of the 
bill, and of course cut off all amendments. The 
bill was thus reported to the House with its 
head off; when, after a long struggle, the 
House refused to agree to the report of the C<ym' 
mittee of the Whole — Yeas, (for agreeing) 97 ; 
Nays, 1 1*7 — bringing the House to a direct vote 
on the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Richard.<?on now moved an amendment, 
which was a substitute for the whole bill, being 
substantially the Senate^s bill, with the clause 
admitting aliens, who have declared their in- 
tention to become citizens, to the right of suf- 
frage. He thereupon called the Previous Ques- 
tion, which the House sustained — Yeas, 116 ; 
Nays, 90 — when the House adopted his amend- 
ment — Yeas, 115 ; Nays, 96 — and proceeded to 
engross the bill — Yeas, 112; Nays, 99 — when 
he put on the Previous Question again, and 
passed the bill finally — Yeas, 113 ; Nays, 1 
as follows : 
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Teas— 113. 

from the free states. 

Maihi. — Moses McDonald— 1. 

NkW-HAMPSHiBB— Harry Hibbard— 1. 

CosNBCTicuT.— Colin M. Ingersoll— 1. 

YKRmnsn.—None. Massachusetts.— ilTorw. 

Rhook Island.— i\r(m«. 

Nkw-Yokk.— Thomas W. Gamming, Francis B. Cut- 
ting, Peter Rowe, John J. Taylor, "William M. Tweed, 
Hiram Walbiidge, William a Walker, Mike Walsh, Theo. 
R. Westbrook- 9. 

pBMNSYLVANiA.— Samuel A. Bridges, John L. Dawson, 
Thomas B. Florence, J. Clancy Jones, William H. Kurtz, 
John McNalr, Asa Packer, John Bobbins, jr., Christian 
M. Straub, William H. Witte, Hendrick B. Wright— 11. 

Nbw-Jkrsby— Samuel Lilly, George Vail— 2. 

Ohio.— David T. Disney, Frederick W. Green, Edson 
B. Olds, Wilson Shannon— 4. 

Indiaka.— John G. Davis, Cyrus L. Dunham, Norman 
Bddy, William H. English, Thomas A. Hendricks, James 
H. Lane, Smith Miller— 7. 

Illinois.— James 0. Allen, Willis Allen, Wm. A. Rich' 
ardson— 8. 

MiCHiQ A n.— Samuel Clark, David Stuart— 2. 

Iowa.— Bernhart Henn— 1. 

Wisconsin.— i^(W«. 

Caupornia.— Milton S. Latham, J. A. McDougall— 2. 
Total— 44. 

FROM THE SLATE STATES. 

Dblattarb.— George R. Riddle— 1. 

Maryland.- William T. Hamilton, Henry May, Jacob 
Shower, Joshua yansant— 4. 

ViKGiNiA.— Thomas H. Bayly, Thomas S. Bocock, John 
8. Caskie, Henry A. Edmundson, Charles J. Faulkner, 
William 0. Goode, Zedekiah Kidwell, John Letcher, 
Paulus Powell, William Smith, John F. Snodgrass— 11. 

North Carolina.— William S. Ashe, Burton Craige, 
Thomas L. Clingman, Jo^ Kerr^ Thos. Ruffin, Henry 
M. Shaw— 6. 

South Carolina. — William W. Boyce, President S. 
Brooks, James L. Orr— 8. 

Gborou.— David J. Bailey, Elijah W. Chastain, Alfred 
H. Colquitt, Junius Hillyer, David A. Eeete^ Alex. H. 
Stephens— 6. 

Alabama. — JavM9 Aberorombie^ Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, James F. Dowdell, Sampson W. Harris, George S. 
Houston, Philip Phillips, William R. Smith— 7. 

Mississippi.— William S. Barry, William Barksdale, 
Otho R. Singleton, Daniel B. Wright— 4. 

Louisiana. — William Dunbar, Roland Jones, John Per- 
kins, jr. — 8 

Kbntucky. — John C. Breckinridge, James S. Chris- 
man, Leander M. Cox^ Clement S. Ilill^ John M. Elliot, 
Bwij. E. Oref/t William Freaton^ Richard H. Stanton 
S. 

Tbnnbssbb. — ^William M. Churchwell, George W. Jones, 
Oharlea Ready, Samuel A. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Feli(» ZoUioo/er—6. 

Missouri. — Alfred W. Lamb, Jame» J. Lindl6j/, John 
0. Miller^ Mordscai Oliver^ John S. Phelps— 5. 

Akkasnas. — ^Alfred B. Greenwood, Edwin A. Warren — ^2. 

Florida. — Augustus E. Maxwell-rl. 

TsxAS.- Peter H. Bell, Geo. W. Smyth— 2. Total— «9. 

Total, Free and Slave States — 113. 
Nays— 100. 
free states. 

Maihb.— iSb»»M6Z jP. B&nson, K Wildsr Farley, Tho- 
mas J. D. Fuller, Samuel May all, Israel WaeMmm, jr. 
■—6. 

New Hampshirb.— George W. Kittredge, George W. 
Morrison — 2. 

Massacbusbtts. — Nathaniel P. Banks, jr., SamiMl Z. 
Orocker., Alrx. D^ Witt, Eduard JHofoineon, J. Wiley 
Sdnmnds, TKomoA D. Eliot, John Z. Goodrich, Charles 
W. Upha/m^ Samuel H. Wauey, Tappan Wenhoorth— 
10. 

RfioDB Island.— Thomas Davis, Benjamin B. Thurston 
—2. 

Connbcticut. — ^Nathan Belcher, James T. Pratt, Orlgen 
8. Seymour — 8. 

Vbkuont.— t/am«« Meacham, Alvah 8abin, Andrew 
Tracy— S. 

Nbw York.— Zfe»ry Bennett, Davis Carpenter, Gil- 
bert Dean, Caleb Lyon, Reu»ien E. Fenton. Thomas T. 
FlagUry George Hasting% 49o2omon Q. B'aven, Charles 
Hughes, Daniel T. Jones, OreamiM B. MatUaon^ Ed/ioin 



B. Morgan^ William Murray, Andrew Ollrer, Jartd ▼. 
Peck, Rufus W. Peckham, Bishop Perkins, jBM^am<» 
PringlSt Buaeell Sage, Oeorgs A. Simmont^ Qman 
Smith, John Wtieeler— 22. 

Nbw-Jbhsby.— ^^MD. C. M. P^rmington, Charles Skul- 
ton, Nathan T. Stratton— 8. 

P ittf tiSYLY AVI K.— Joe fph B. ChamdleTt Carlton B. Cur- 
tis, John Dickf Augustus Drum, WilUam Bc€rhat% 
James Gamble, Galusha A. Grow, Jmao E. HiMUr, 
Thomas M. Howe, John McOuUooh, Ifw MiddUswarth^ 
David Bitchie, Samuel L. Btcseellf Michael C. Trout— 
14. 

Omo.— Edward Ball, Lewis D. Campbell^ Alfred P. 
Edgerton, Andrew Ellison, Joshua R. Giddinos, .^aroft 
Harlan, John Scott Harrison, H. H. Johnson, William 
D, Lindsey, M. H. Nicliols, Thomas Richey, WtUiam B. 
Sapp, Andrew Stuart, John L, Taylor^ Edward Wads 
—15. 

Indiana.— Andrew J. Harlan, Daniel Mace, Sfumtsi 
W. Parker—^. 

Illinois.— t/amM Knox, Jesse 0. Norton^ EUhu B. 
Washbume, John Wentworth, Bichard Tates—4^. 

Michigan. — David A. Noble, Hester L. Stevens— 9. 

Wisconsin.— Benjamin C. Eastman, Daniel Wdls, Jr.— 
2. 

JowA.— None. 

California.— ^<?n«. Total— 91. 

southbrn states. 

Virginia. — John S. Mlllson — ^1. 

North Caholihx.— Bichard C. Paryear, SUm H. 
Bog6ra—2. 

Tbnnbssbr.— ^o&^rf M. Bugg. WiUimn OtUlom Emer- 
son Etheridge, Naiham,iel G. Taylor— A. 

LovisiASx.— Theodore G. Httnt — 1. 

Missouri.— Thomas U. BeiAnn — 1. 

Otubh Southkrn States.— ^^<m«. Total — 9. 

Total, Free and Slave States— 100. 

A hsentj or not voting — 21. 

N. England States.— William Applst&n, of Maai.— 1. 

Nkw-Yokk.— (^00. W. CAa^e, James Maurice — S. 

Pknnsvlvania.— J\ro»«. 

NkwJkrsey.- JV<)n*. 

Ohio.— George Bliss, Moses B Oi>rwin—%, 

Illinois.— Wm. H. Bissell — 1. 

California. — None. 

Indiana.— Ehen M. Chamberlain — 1. 

Michigan.— ^o»«. 

Iowa.— t/oM P. Cook—l. 

Wisconsin.— Jolin B. Macy— 1. 

Total from Free States — 9. 

Maryland.— c/bAn B. Franklin, AiAgv^us B. St^Usrs 
—2. 

Virginia.— Fayette McMullen — ^1. 

North Carolina.— JV^cwa. 

Drlawarb. — None. 

South Carolina. — Wm. Aiken, Lawrence M. Keitt, 
John McQueen — 8. 

Gkorgia. — Win. B. W. Dent, James L. Seward— 41. 

Alabama.— j!V<>n6. 

Mississippi. — Wiley P. Harris — 1. 

Kkntucky.— Linn Boyd, (Speaker,) P>*m2«^ JRi0|ii(^—& 

Missouri. — Samuel Caruihsr»—\. 

Arkansas. — None. Florida. — Nons» 

Texas. — None. TKNNhssEE — None. 

Louisiana. — None. 

Total from Slave States — 12. 

Wiiigs in Balics, Abolitionists in smau. OAPRiXS. 

Democrats in Roman. 

May 2Sd. — ^The bill being thus sent to the 
Senate (not as a Senate but as a House bill), 
was sent at once to the Committee of the Whole, 
and there briefly considered. 

May 24:th. — Mr. Pearce, of Maryland, moved 
to strike out the clause in section 6, which ex- 
tends the right of suflfrage to 

those who shall have declared on oath their Inten- 
tion to become such, [citizon.s] and shall have taken aa 
oath to support the Coustitutiun of the United States, anA 
the provisions of ihls act. * 

Negatived — Yeas : Bayard, Bell, Brodhead. 
Brown, Clayton, Pearce, and Thompson of 
Kentucky. Nays, 41. 

The bill was then ordered to be engroasod 
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tw a third raadiuK— Yeu, . 

Ttai — For Engroning : 
Ifnn. Auhlion, Md . Ma 

Badger, N. 0., JH 



I [Dec, 31at| hia'AniTuul Htlsige, nnd next (Jan. 
1 24ihj a 8[jeciitl oiessage witb regard to the con- 
I dKion of KaiiSHS, in wbich be thus altudea to 
I [hose who think Sluery not the beat iaatitntion 
to malie a ptosperous and happy State, &□<] to 
those who opposed the repeal of ttie Miaeouti 



Itimton, Giu, 



TKonxpaya, Ky,, 



Sayt — Agidnat Engrossing : 

Il«nn. Allea, R. I., Onxi 

Bta, Teiiil., H.nil 






in ; Whig! Id 



Tha bill was then passed without further 
dirision, and, being approved b; the Preaident, 
became a law. The clause in the 14th eeutian, 
which repealed Che Hiasouri Compromise, with 
(he Badger jiruuiiHi, is as follows; 

■bat the CnaitiluUcin and all the lawi of Ihe United 

MfhtliieailoDDrtliei 

MiMBri Into tli« Unl< 

yrtDclplefl of non-lnL 
ta Iha Hutei umI Ten 



I the United ! 



Dec. 3, 1S65.— The SSXIVth Congress con- 
Tened at the Capital, in W aah in g ton.— Jesse D. 
Bright, of Ind., holding over aa President pro 
tfmpore of the Senate, in place of Vice-Presi- 
deoi William R. King, of Alabama, deceased. 
A quornm of either Houae was found to be 

But the House foand itself nnabte to organize 
by tbe choice of a Speaker, until after an nn- 

Ecedeated struggle of nine weeks' duration 
ally, OQ Saturday, Feb. 20, 1856, the plu- 
nlity-rula was adopted — Yeas, 113; Nays, 104 
. — uid the House proceeded under it tu its oii« 
luutdred tmd thirty-third ballot for speaker, 
wbeD Nathaniel P. Banks, jr. (stiti-Mebraska) 
of Uassachusetti, was chosen, having 103 
TOtestolOO, for William Aiken, of South Caro- 
lina. Eleven votes scattered on other persons 
did not count against a choice. It was there- 
fore resolved— Yeas, 166 ; Nays, 40— that Mr. 
BMiks was duly elected Speaker. 

But, during the pendency of this election, the 
Pnaident had transmitted to both Uoous, first 






The President makes the following refer- 
nce to the acUon of the people of Kansas, 
'ho, claiming the right " peaceably to assem- 
le and petition for a redress of grievances," 
id eo assemble, and Bent a petition to Con- 
gress, to permit them to form a State Govern- 
lent, with the Constitution submitted: 
FoUowlng upon thli moTeinenl was another and 
irian> confenedlj ngl conatltuUnc Ihe bod; iiiillut, or 



March 12.— In Senate, Mr. Douglas, of Illi- 
ois, from tlie Committee on Territories, made 
report on matters relating to Kanaaa aflairs. 



CoTnproinlae McHBUrea of IBSU, that, ■' wh«o admitled u 



He then refera to the formation of the "Emi- 
rant Aid Company,"* which had been on;au- 
ed on the principle of " State equality by 
the people of Massachuaetta. This proceeding 
tie calls " a perversion of the plain provisions 
of the Kausas-Nebraeka Act — that tha only 



be Emlgiaai AM OrmjWff." wtt tnal 
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kind of lawful emigration was " sucb as hu 
filled up out Qew Statel and Terrilorics, when 
cauh individual has gone on hie own account, 
to improve bia condition snd that of big 
family." Tlie report tlien states that tbe peo- 
ple of Missouri were greatly alarmed at the 
rapid filling up of Kansait by people opposed to 
Slavery — that tbia might endanger the exist- 
ence of Slavery in Missonri — and that, as tbe 
people of Uissouri had a right to defend their 
own institutions, tliey mii^lit properly resUt the 
formation of an Anti^lavery State in tbeir 
neigiiburbood. The report 



rlclolty poHFUed p 



snd knevitable coos^quencvfl o' 
of VDiJgTatloD, wUcb diviilect i 
two gr^ hoBtlle parllfs, tac 



eroyecljindln 
•rovettitfrciiodll 



On the 29th of November, 1854, the Qrstelec- 
Uon in the Territory was held for a delegate to 
Congress. This was a very short tiniu after the 
urrivai of the Free State emigrants in sul^ 
cient bodies to protect themselves. At this 
election, according to the returns, J. W. \Vhic- 
Geld had received *^,268 votes; other persons, 
676. Whitfield, of course, received the Cover- 
Dor's certificate, but great dissatisfaction vaa 
eipcessed by the Free State settlers, charging 
that many of the votes received by WbitHeld 



ubyn 






afterward appeared that at the time of the 
elccaon there were but 1,114 legal voters in the 
Territory. Nevertheless, tbe repoi ' 

Certain Bl», tint Uierecoold not hate bL , 

and tupporterg of tbe eiclgraiit aid Bocicllei, unlen tbt 



Tbe report then gives a history of the Legisla- 
ture elected .March SOth, 18BG, its removal front 
Pawnee City to the Shawoee Uissloo, its snbie- 
quent quarrel with Gov. Reeder, and oontinnes: 

A few dsn after GDvemor Be«der dlwlred hSa sBdal 
relaUoDE with the legislature, on accDUDt ol Iha raiDOTal 

ke Inlo eDntld'erslloa th« propriety et aSlng a Ter- 




i npoi sU «iti)«u or pntiUc ta- 



iSEia,';: 

town or lopckK, on iha ivu m 

lereiil, aod pirllflulArJT upoq 
■pMdy rbmuUDn of a Hats Co 

UDlm ot lb* Duftnl 81al» et 

Thb nuellnK. to Rir ai r<nir OmnmlHec have been alila 
to Dacertaln, WBi the tat it^p In that geriei of proceeiHun 
which Tcgnlled In the adoption of a OorutlluHoD and SttM 
^ . ..^ ■lnoperall™onthe«botUi«p«. 






^laU 



ibof tbt moM Inflammalf 



tlM Inradera, and aulaUi^ th 
the Tarr l toTT In putting dowo 

UtUkt place 

and drcnlaled. Theao accoonl 
Paved kn Miwiiir], where the e^ 



anus f erritorj have beeo ilnce Ui 
re, wiUiDut aayUw.maUupinr^;" 
-known fact, Uial the T«rilorlal L» 
I leaslon, hi pufsuanee of tlM pro- 
r Reeder, and the orgaidc lawof lbs 



The report then proceeds to narrate the lai- 
uuinstanccs attending the formation of a State 
Rovcnimcnt in Michigan, Arkansas, Florida and 
California, and states that "in every instanoa 
tlie proceeding has originated with, and been 
conducted in subordination to, tbe authority of 
the local goverumcnis established or recognized 
by the Government of the United States." It 
then refers to the case of the effort to change 
tlie organic law, made in Rhode Island some 
years ago, from wliiuh it says the " insurgents" 
(as the Free-State party in Kansas is called) 
" c*u derive no aid or comfort." 

The following concludes the Report ; the 
words in Italics below perhaps explun in what 
sense the people of a Territory are "perfectly free 
to form tbeir own institutions, in their own way:" 

reny, [refenini; to Rhode Iiland,] II it evident that Om 

In the revolutionary itrugdle now iSnv on In Kanau-.ltt 
the reawjD, thai tA6 aovtrHtfty wa Territory n mMtt 
in abfyaai^ ttmptndtd In M« t^lMil SUiUt, <n (mi 



e. mlU lAtyiliaU be admtllta ItUa Aa 



Territorial LcftUlati 



d prl.Hef(. 

lerclaeil and enloyed bi eulijectlon to sU th'e llmltstlona 
iDd rcatrlctlons which that Comtllutlon ImpHei. Menea, 

overelijn right, under ttie Constitution of the United euto, 
annul Uie lawi and resist the anlhority of the Tetrltnriai 
rovemment which CongresB hu eatahJUEhed In obod&enoa 
the Conrtllutlon. 



In tndng, ttep br itep, the origin uid hlilory oT thcie 
^-"■■- dlfflcultitdf jour Committea havfl been profDUDdly 
lnnUfiHed with Ue BlgnlQcBDt TbCt, that «acb ODe hsa r«- 
■qfl«d from ui attempt to rtolatfi or cLrcumTeDt the prln- 
eipla ukd provUoDB of tJio act of Coogren fortlie organ- 
iMMOaa ol K a nm and Nebraaka. nia leading Idea and 
ftuHlamfntal prindple cf the Kamat-Nebruka act, ai ti- 
praaed In Uie law Htelf, waa (o Itant &e actual nl- 
tlTt (UuJ bomMUt teAoMtanto of each Terriiory 
*■ pvyietljf fret to fiyrm omt reevlaU tAeir domttfto 
iattauiloat iitOelroimuiav.tuMtelmbilo IheOon- 
iUtutlmqf On ITniltd Statn," WMle (hb Ib declared 
to be (he "true Intent aod meanln); itt th& acl^'^ tiioee 
who were opposed to allowlag the people of the Territory^ 
preparatory to Ihdr admiiilon Into me Uolon aa a Btatc, 
to decide Uie Elaiery (nienlon for IhemBeliei, falling to 
aoeompUata Ih^ pnnoBC In the lialla of Conercw, and un- 
der UkeaDOwril; of OieCoDMltuUoa.lmmeillalelrjeBOtted, 
lotlteir reapeettra SUtts, to nnugual and eitraordlnar; 
meana to control (ha political deitlnles and ihape the do- 
BeMki Imtllntlona of Kanisa, In deflance of the wUhea. 
and regardlcB of Uie rights, or the people of that Terri- 
(otT, aa gaaiaDteed by their organic law. Comblnatlans, 
taoiMaectlonof theVnl 
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into tbe Union oi 



le original SUtfa, BO 
utliorlt; of the Legislature, 



Iha electkHia, and fbrdng the doc 

KUu, ware foUoired, aa might ha 

iaet dlrecttr the opposite reiult. 
tbeaa atone, In Uie opinion of i 
Meed Uie origin and pngreai of 



D equal tosUng wl 



All of vhlchlsieBpectfullyauhmltteil ID the Senate bj 

Mr. CoUamer, of Vermont, the Bepublican 
cniber of eame Coniinit(«e, Gubmltted a mi- 
irily report, in irhioh he Saja : 
Thirteen of the present preBperoui Stateg of this Union 
lased through the period of apprentiieship or pupilage 

teirllorlal training, under Ibe goardlanshlp of OongreH^ 

^ aoverelgn and Independent Stales. 7blfl period of 



coDcmisot UiBTenitory, It la apparent that tlie remedy 
— at be aongbt In a strict adberencE to the principles and 
llild enftoiGBinBDt of Uie proTlaloDS of the organic law. 



B— and proclamaUon 

■BBm Ol we bnhed gtatefl, In which we have tl 

bXied; that Hbellbm will he enuhed; Ihat 
tkmvlU be annpmsed; that afgresslve Inlrua 
poipogo of deddliig electloni, or any other pu 
be repeOed ; that unaulhoidied InUnceddllng 1 
CODceniB of the Territon, holh fram adjoining i 
8ul«a,irillbepreveuted; Uiat the federal and 
-will b« ilnAcated against all attempta at organ 
•noe: and that the people of the TerrlUry w 
teeted In the estabUshment or Iheh'OHn ImtJtuU 



JoymBOt of the rights at seU-govemment assured 
B7 Ibe Constitution and the organic law. 

In Tkm of theaa assaraiices, given under the co 
■■-It the adsUng lawa confer aJl the anIhorH; neo 
ce of these Important duties, and 
a rorce of Ibe United States will be 
It required for their perfonnanee, yo 



port. In vkdatloD of the principles and hi e> 
pcondons of the Kanaak-Hebraaka act. II ma 
lb* Ikct that hi Kebraslw, to which the emlgri 
ttM dd not extend ttaeh' operatloni. and hi 



and natara] channels, nothing has occurred to dlotu. - .__ 
paaeaandhanuonyitfilicTeniLcry, while the principle of 
•eV^DTenunent, In obnUence to Uie Constitution, has had 
bir play, and Is quIeUy worthig out to leglUmate r— -"- 
II now only remains for your Committee to respi 

Ipanlal mrninr Ibey are as fallows : 
" nil, H ■eami lo me, can be best accompUidied by ] 

deIenua,dnl>el*eUil by ihe cualtfed raierL~ii^u 
le lo Irane a ConuUuUon. and lliui prepare, Uirougb 
' and lawful pwans, (Or IK adislEslou^lo the llolon ai 




inquire what is 






oCeilaUngtrou- 


t^t^r&'z% 


ti^al'a 


dm*^ 


^"U^'ca: 




nts, wld 


the 


real, procuring 




And un 




clod, and unre. 



In GompUaDce vUh the Arst recommendation, jonr Com- 
pslUeeaaklean to report a hill aulborlzlng the Legislature 
«( Uic Terrttor; to proride by law for the elecUon of dele* 
_.-_ , — .L- -p^gpig^^jnj tiig assembling of aConTenUon 
Itl t littQn and Bteta Qoremment pnpaiatoTT 



jat orgenlxed opp«]UQn te law exists In Kan- 
' eilallng, may probably be tuppresaed by tht 



and heen developed into the manhood of Independent 
Stales? Can that dlB^rence account tor eitEllng trou- 
pes f Can thai difference, as a cauao of tioable, be re- 

"ithe first and greal pt^t of dllterence between Ihe Tcr- 
rllorlal government of Kansas and that of the thirteen 
Territorfal governments before mep^ned, oona^lshi tta 

The action of Congros In relaUon to all Iheae tAirttm 
Ttrritoritt aat condtKteaonannifiirm and prudent 

K-ineiple.towfl: Tb aetOe, by aclear prmiaHm,t/ul 
w in relation loOu tUMeft qf Slajurf/ lobe opera- 
tive in the Territvry, white it remained sucl,- not 

troveray within the same, while In the plastic gristle o( lU 
youth. This was done hy Congress In the eierdse of the 

hi the ConaUluUon, In Ihese words: " Congress shall hare 
power to dlapose of and make all needful rules and regu- 
Utions respecting the territory or olher properly belong- 
ing to the United States." EeUUnp the suliject of Slaveiy 
while the country remahied a Terrtlory, was no higher ex- 
erdae of power In CongresB, than the regulation of the tunc- 
Uona of the territorial government, and actually appohiUng 
Its principal funeUonaries. This practice commenced with 

tmiBted unltorailly. for 'more than s/itIb years. This 
erity, an.! success which attended thl^ eourse, anii 



of Uidr own experience. 
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Let U8 next inquire by what rule of uniformity Oongress 
was governed, in the exercise of this power of determining 
the condition of each Territory as to Slavery, while remain- 
ing a Territory, as manifested in those thirteen instances. 
An examination of our histoiy will show that this was not 
done from time to time by agitaUon and local or party 
triumplis in Congress. The rule pursued was uniform and 
clear ; and, whoever may have lost by it, peace and pros- 
perity have been gained. That rule was this : 

Where Slavery was actually exlsthig in a country to any 
considerable or general extent, it was (though somewhat 
modified as to further importation in some instances, as in 
Mississippi and Orleans Territories) suffered to remain. 
The fact that it had been taken and existed there, was 
taken as an indication of its adaptation and local uulity. 
Where Slavery did not in fact exist to any appreciable ex- 
tent, the same was, by Congress, expressly prohibited ; so 
that in either case the country was settled up without diffi- 
culty or doubt as to the character of its institutions. In no 
instance was this difficult and disturbing subject left to the 
people who had and who might settle in the Territory, to 
be there an everlasUng bone of contention, so long as the 
Territorial government should continue. It was ever re- 
garded, too, as a subject in which the whole country had 
an interest, and, therefore, improper for local legislation. 

And though, whenever the people of a Territory come to 
form their own organic law, as an independent State, they 
would, either before or after their admis^on as a State, 
form and mold their institutions, as a Sovereign State, in 
their own way, yet it must be expected, and has always 
proved true, that the State has taken the character her 
pupilage has prepared her for, as well in respect to Slavery 
as in other respects. Hence, six of the thirteen States are 
Free States, because Slavery was prohibited in them by 
Congress, while Territories, to wit : Ohio, Indiana, IlUnois, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa. Seven of the thirteen 
are slaveholding States, because Slavery was allowed in 
them by Congress while they were Territories, to wit : Ten- 
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas 
and Missouri. 

On the 6th of March, a.o. 1820, was passed by Con- 
gress the act preparatory to the admission of the Siate of 
Missouri into the Union. Much controversy and discus- 
sion arose on the question whether a prohibition of 
Slavery within said State should be inserted, and it re- 
sulted in this : that said State should be admitted without 
such prohibition, but that Slavery should h^ forever pro- 
hibited in the rest of that country ceded to us by France 
lying north of 36° 80' north latitude, and It was so done. 
This contract is known as the Missouri Compromise. 
Under this arrangement, Missouri was admitted as a 
slaveholding State, the same having been a slaveholding 
Territory. , Arkansas, south of the line, was formed into 
a Territory, and Slavery allowed therein, and afterward 
admitted as a slaveholding State. Iowa was made a 
Territory north of the line, and, under the operation of 
the law, was settled up without slaves, and admitted as a 
free State. The country now making the Territories of 
Kansas and Nebraska, in 1820, was almost or entirely 
uninhabited, and lay north of said line, and whatever 
settlers entered the same before 1S54, did so under that 
law, forever forbidding Slavery therein. 

In ] 854, Congress passed an act establishing two new 
Territories — Nebraska and Kansas — in this region of 
country, where Slavery had been prohibited for more 
than thirty years ; and, instead of leaving said law against 
Slavery in operation, or prohibiting or expressly allowing 
or establishing Slavery, Congress left the subject in said 
Territories, to be discussed, agitated, and legislated on, 
from time to time, and the elections in said Territories to 
be conducted with reference to that subject, from year to 
year, so long as they should remain Territories ; for, 
whatever laws might be passed by the Territorial legisla- 
tures on this subject, must be subject to change or repeal 
by those of the succeeding years. In most former Terri- 
torial governments, it was provided by law that their 
laws were subject to the revision of Congress, so that 
they would be made with caution. In these Territories, 
that was omitted. 

The provision in relation to Slavery in Nebraska and 
Kansas is as follows : ** The eighth section of the act pre- 
paratory to the admission of Missouri into the Union 
(which being inconsistent with the principle of non-inter- 
vention by Congress with Slavery in the States and Ter- 
ritories, as required by the legislation of 1850, commonly 
called the Compromise Measures) is hereby declared 
inoperative a/nd aoid; it being the true intent and 
meaning of this act not to legislate Slavery into said Ter- 
ritory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave 
the people thereof perfectly free to form and regulate 
their domestic instiiutious iu their own way, subject only 
to the Constitution of the United States: Provided^ 
That nothing hcrehi contained shall be construed to 



revive or put in force any !&▼ or regnlattoa which may 
have existed prior to the act of 6 March, 1820, either pro* 
tecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing Sk^wtrj.** 
Thus it was promulgated to the peojrfe of this whole 
country that here was a clear field for oompetlifon— eo 
open course for the race of riralship ; the goal of which 
was, the ultimate establishment of a sovereign State ; end 
the pri£e, the reward of everlasting liberty and its iDstitu- 
tions on the one hand, or the perpetuity of Blarery and 
its concomitants on the other. It is the obrioaa duty of 
this government, while this law continues, to see this 
manifesto faithfully, and honorably, and honestly per- 
formed, even though its particular supporters may see 
cause of a result unfavorable to their hopes. 

It is furiher to be observed that, in the performance of 
this novel experiment, it was provided. that all wliite 
men who became<4Dhabitants in Kansas were entitled to 
vote withQui r^ard to their time of residencs, osoally 
provided^ in.^dtfber Territories. Nor was tills right of 
voting conflp%d< to American cttixens, but included all 
such aliens aSr had declared, or would declarei on oath, 
their intention to become citixens. Thus was the proda- 
mation to the vt^brld to become inhabitants of Kansas, and 
enlist in this great enterprise, by the force of numbers, 
by vote, to decide for it the great question. Was it to be 
expected that this great proclamation for the political 
tournament would be listened to with indifference and 
apathy? Was it prepared and presented in that spirit? 
Did it relate to a subject on which the people were cool 
or indifferent ? A large part of the people of this country 
look on domestic Slavery as " only evil, and that con- 
tinually," alike to master and to slave, and to the com- 
munity ; to be left alone to the management or ci^Jqy- 
ment of the people of the States where it exists, bat not 
to be extended, more especisily as it gives, or may five, 
political supremacy to a minority of the people of this 
country in the United States government. On the other 
hand, many of the people of another part of the United 
States regard Slavery, if not in the abstract a ble88inf,at 
least as now existing, a condition of society best fbr 
both white and black, while they exist together ; while 
others regard it as no evil, but as the highest state of 
social condition. These consider that they cannot, with 
safety to their interests, permit political ascendency to 
be largely in the hands of those unfriendly to this JTMW* 
liar insHtution. From these conflicting views, long and 
violent has been the controversy, and experience seons 

to show it interminable 

A succinct statement of the exercise and progress of 
the material events in Kansas is this : After the passage 
of this law, establishing the Territory of Kansas, a larfs 
body of settlers rapidly entered into said Territoiy with a 
view to permanent inhabitancy therein. Most of these 
were from the Free States of the West and North, who 
probably intended by their votes and influence to estab- 
lish there a Free State, agreeably to the law which Invited 
them. Some part of those from the Northern States had 
been encouraged and aided in this enterprise by tiie 
Emigrant Aid Society formed in Massachusetts, whfdi 
put forth some exertions in this laudable object, by open 
and public measures, in providing facliiiies for transpor- 
tation to all peaceable citisens who desired to become per- 
manent settlers in said Territory, and providing there- 
in hotels, mills, etc., for the public accommodation of that 
new country. 

The Governor of Kansas, having, in pursuance of law, 
divided the territory into districts, and procured a census 
thereof, issued his proclamation for the election of a 
Legislative Assembly therein, to take place on the 8uth 
day of March, 1855, and directed how the same should 
be conducted, and the returns made to him agreeable to 
the law establishing said Territory. On the day of deetlon, 
large bodies of armed men from the State of Missoart, 
appeared at the polls in most of the districts, and, Iqr 
most violent and tumultuous carriage and demeanor, 
overawed the defenseless inhabitants, and by their own 
votes elected a large majority of the members of both 
Houses of said Assembly. On the returns of said elec- 
tion being made to the Governor, protests and objections 
were made to him in relation to a part of said districts ; 
and as to them, he set aside such, and such only, as hj 
the returns appeared to be bad. In relation to others, 
covering, in all, a majority of the two Houses, equally 
vicious in fact, but apparently good by formal returns, 
the inhabitants thereof, borne down by said violence and 
intimidation, scattered and discouraged, and laboring 
under apprehensions of personal violence, refrained and 
desisted from presenting any protest to the Gorernor in 
relation thereto ; and he, then uninformed in relation 
thereto, issued certificates to the members who appeartd 
by said formal returns to have been electe<i. 

In relation to those districts which the Governor so set 
aside, orders were by him issued for new elections. Is 
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(Hie of these districts, the same proceedings were repeated 
by men from Missouri, and in others not, and certificates 
were issued to the persons elected. 

This legislative assembly, so elected, assembled at Paw- 
nee, on the second day of July, 1855, that l>eing tlie time 
and place for holding said meeting, as fixed by the Gov- 
ernor, by authority of law. On assembling, the said 
houses proceeded to set aside and reject those members 
so elected on said second election, except in the district 
where the men from Missouri had, at said election, chosen 
the same persons they had elected at the said first election, 
and they admitted all of the said first-elected members. 

. A legislative assembly, so created by military force, 
by a foreign invasion, in violation of the organic law, was 
but a usurpation. No act of its own, no act or neglect of 
the Governor, could legalize or sanctify it. Its own 
decisions as to its own legality are lilce its laws, but tiie 
fruits of its own usurpation, which no Governor could 
legitimate 

The people of Kansas, thus invaded, subdued, oppressed 
and insulted, seeing their Territorial Government (such 
only In form) perverted into an engine to crusli them in 
the dost, and to defeat and destroy the professed object 
of their organic law, by depriving them of the ^^ perfect 
^ftedam** therein provided ; and finding no ground to 
nope for rights in that organization, they proceeded, 
under the guaranty of the United States Constitution, 
** peaceably to assemble to petition the Government for 
the redress of (their) grievances." Tney saw no earttily 
source of relief but in the formation of a State Govern* 
xnent by the people, and the acceptance and ratification 
thereof by Congress. 

It is trae that, in several instances in our political his- 
tory, the people of a Territory have been auttiorized by 
an act of Congress to form a State Constitution, and, 
after so doing, were admitted by Congress. It is quite 
obvious that no such authority could be given by the act 
of the Territorial ' Government. That clearly has no 
power to create another Government, paramount to it- 
self. It is equally true that, in numerous instances in 
our history, the people of a Territory have, without any 
previous act of Congress, proceeded to call a Convention 
of the people by their delegates ; have formed a State Con- 
stitution, which has been adopted by the people, and a 
State Legislature assembled under it, and chosen Senators 
to Congress, and then have presented said Constitution 
to Congress, which has approved the same, and received 
the Senators and memliers of Congress who were chosen 
under it before Congress had approved the same. Such 
was the case of Tennessee; such was the case of Miciii- 
gan, where the people not only formed a State Constitu- 
tion without an act of Congress, but they actually put 
their State Government into full operation and passed 
laws, and It was approved by Congress by receiving it as 
a Slate. The people of Florida formed their Constitution 
without any act of Congress therefor, six years before 
they were admitted into the Union. When tlie people of 
Arkansas were about forming a State Constitution witli- 
out a previous act of Congress, in 1S85, tlie Territorial 
Governor applied to the President on the subject, who 
referred the matter to the Attorney- General, and liis 
opinion, as then expressed and published, contained tlie 
following : 

*' It Is not In the power of the general assembly of Arkansas 
to pass any law for the purpose of electing members to a Cou- 
vention to form a Consiituuon and State government, nor to 
do any other act, directly or indirectly, to create such govern- 
meni. Every such law, even though it were approved by the 
nwernor of the Territory, would be null and void ; if passed 
By them notwithstanding his veto, by a vote of two-thirds of 
eadi branch, It would still be eqtuilly void." 

He further decided that it was not rebellious, or insur- 
rectionary, or even unlawful^ for the people peaceably to 
Soce«d, even without an act of Congress, in forming a 
ustitution, and in so forming a State Constitution and 
so far organising under the same as to choose tiie 
officers necessary for its representation in Congress, 
with a view to present the same to Congress for ad- 
tnlssion, was a power which fell clearly within tlie 
right of the people to assemble and petition for redress. 
The people of Arkansas proceeded without an act of Con- 
gress, and were received into tlie Union accordingly. If 
any rights were derived to the people of Arkansas from 
the terms of the French treaty of cession, they equally 
extended to the people of Kansas, it being a part of the 
same cession. 

In this view of the subject, in the first part of August, 
18&5, a call was published in the public papers, for a 
meeting of the citisens of Kansas, irrespective of party, to 
meet at Lawrence, in said Territory, on the 15th of said 
Attgost, to take into consideration tlte propriety of call- 
ing a Convention of the people of the whole Territory, to 
consider that subject. That meeting was held on the 15th 
4ay of Angust last, and it proceeded to call such Conven- 



tion of delegates to be elected, and 'o aAxenible at "^opelca 
in said Territory, on the 19th day of September, IS^.'i, not 
to form a Constitution, but to consider the propriety of 
calling, formally, a Convention for that purp'isc. 

Delegates were elected agreeably to the proclamation 
so Issued, and they met at Topeka on the fourth Tues- 
day in October, 1855, and formed a constitution, which 
was submitted to the people, and was ratified by them 
by vote in the districts. An election of Sate officers 
and members of the State legislature has been had, and 
a representative to Congress elected, and it Is intended 
to proceed to the election of senators, with the view to 
present the same, with the constitution, to Congress for 
admission into the Union. , 

Whatever views individuals may at times, or In meet- 
ings, have expressed, and whatever ultimate determina- 
tion may have been entertained in the result of being 
spurned by Congress, and refused redress, is now en- 
tirely immatedaU That cannot condemn or give char- 
acter to the proceedings thus far pursued. 

Many have honestly believed usurpation could make 
no law, and that If Congress made no further provisions 
they were well justified in forming a law for themselves ; 
but it Is not now necessary to consider that matter, as 
it is to be hoped that Congress will not leave them to 
such a necessity. 

Thus far, this effort of the people for redress is peace- 
ful, constitutional, and right. Whether it will succeed, 
rests with Congress to determine ; but clear it is that it 
should not be met and denounced as revolutionary, 
rebellious, insurrectionary, or unlawful, nor does it call 
for or justify the exercise of any force by any depart- 
ment of this government to check or control it. 

It now becomes proper to inquire what should be 
done by Congress ; for we are informed by the Presi- 
dent, in substance, that he has no power to coiTect a 
usurpation, and that the laws, even though made by 
usurped authority, must be by him enforced and ex- 
ecuted, even with military force. The measures of 
redress should be applied to the true cause of the diffi- 
culty. This obviously lies in the repeal of the clause 
for freedom in the act of 1820, and therefore, the true 
remedy lies in the entire repeal of the act of 1854, which 
effected it. Let this be done with frankness and mag- 
nanimity, and Kansas be organized anew as a Free Ter- 
ritory, and all will be put right. 

But, if Congress Insist on proceeding with the experi- 
ment, then declare all the action by this spurious, 
foreign legislative assembly utterly inoperative and void, 
and direct a reorganization, providing proper safeguards 
for legal voting and against foreign force. 

There Is, however, another way to put an end to all 
this trouble there, and in the nation, without retracing 
steps or continuing violence, or by force compelling 
obedience to tyrannical laws made by foreign force ; 
and that Is, by admitting that Territory as a State, with 
her free constitution. True, indeed, her numbers are 
not such as give her a right to demand admission, be- 
ing, as the President informs us, probably only about 
twenty-five thousand. The Constitution fixes no num- 
ber as necessary, and the importance of now settling 
this question may well justify Congress in admitting her 
as a State, at i/tis time^ especially as we have good rea- 
son to believe that, if admitted as a State, and contro- 
versy ended, it will immediately fill up with a numer- 
ous and successful population. 

At any rate, it seems impossible to believe that Con- 
gress is to leave that people without redress, to have 
enforced upon them by the army of the nation these 
measures and laws of violence and oppression. Are 
they to be dragooned Into submission ; Is that an ex- 
periment pleasant to execute on our own free people ? 

The true character of this transaction is matter of ex- 
tensive notoriety. Its essential features are too obvious 
to allow of any successful disguise or palliation, however 
complicated or ingenious may be the statements, or 
however special the pleadings, for that purpose. Tlie 
case requires some quieting, idnd and prudent treat- 
ment by the hand of Congress to do justice and satisfy 
the nation. The people of this country are peacefully 
relying on Congress to provide the competent measures 
of redress which they have the undoubted power to ad- 
minister. 

The Attorney-General, in the case of Arkansas, says : 
" Congress may at pleasure repeal or modify the laws 
passed by the Territorial Legislature, and may at any 
time abrogate and remodel the legislature itself, and all 
the other departments of the Territorial Government." 

Treating this grievance in Kansas with ingenious ex- 
cuses, with neglect or contempt, or riding over the 
oppressed with an army, and dragooning them into sub- 
mission, will malce no satisfactory termination. Party 
success may at times be temporarily secured by adroit 
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The vote of tlie Slarc States was uuanimou 
kgajiist the inrestigatlon, 17 from the Frei 
Stales voting with them. Ycal 101 ; Kays 03. 
The following are the negatives from thu i'roi 
States : 
JVoj/s — Against the Investigation; 
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tieeHan has been controlled, not by the actual settlers, 
but by citizens of Missouri ; and, as a consequence, every 
officer in the Territory, from constables to legislators, ex- 
cept those appointed by the President, owe their positions 
to non-resident voters. None have been elected by the 
settlers ; and your Committee have been unable to find 
that any political power whatever, however unimportant, 
baa been exercised by the people of the Territory. 

In October, a. d. 1854, (Governor A. H. Keeder and the 
other officers appointed by the President arrived in the 
Territory. Settlers from all parts of the country were 
moving in in great numbers, making their claims and 
buildio^ their cabins. About the same time, and before 
any election was or could be held in the Territory, a secret 
political society was formed in the State of Missouri It 
was known by different names, such as " Social Band," 
^ Friends^ Society," "Blue Lodge," "The Sons of the 
Soutik.** Its members were bound together by secret 
oaths, and they had passwords, signs, and grips, by which 
they were known to each other. Penalties were hnposed 
for violating the rules and secrets of the Order. Written 
minutes were kept of the proceedings of the Lodges, and 
the different Lodges were connected together by an effec- 
tive organization. It embraced great numbers of the citi- 
lens of Missouri, and was extended into other Slave States 
and into the Territory. Its avowed purpose was not only 
to extend Slavery into Kansas, but also into other terri- 
toiy of the United States ; and to form a union of all the 
fiiends of that institution. Its plan of operatmg was to 
organise and send men to vote at the elections in the Ter- 
ritory, to collect money to pay their expenses, and, if 
necessary, to protect them in voting. It abo proposed to 
induce Pro-Havery men to emigrate into the Territory, to 
idd and sustain tiiem while there, and to elect none to 
office but those friendly to their views. This dangerous 
society was controlled by men who avowed their purpose 
to extend Slavery into the Territory at all hazards, and 
was altogether the most effective instrument in orgamzing 
the subsequent armed invasions and forays. In its Lodges 
in l£Lnouri,tiie affairs of Kansas were discussed, the force 
necessary to control the election was divided into bands, 
and leaders sheeted ; meaAS were collected, and signs and 
badges were agreed upon. While the great body of the 
actual settters of the Territory were relying upon the 
ri^its secure to them by the organic law, and had formed 
no orgtudsatlon or combination whatever, this conspiracy 
against their rii^ts was gathering strength in Missouri, and 
would have been sufficient at their first election to have 
overpowered tbem, if they had been united to a man. 

Your Committee had great difficulty in eliciting the 
proof of the detoils in regard to this secret society. One 
witness, member of the legislative council, refused to 
answer questions in reference to it. Another declined to 
answer fiilly, because to do so would result to his injury. 
Others could or would only answer as to the general pur- 
poses of the Society, but sufficient is disclosed in the 
'ftestimony to show the influence it had in controlling the 
elections in the Territory. 

The first election was for a Delegate to Congress. It was 
flippointed for the 29th of November, 1S54. The Governor 
«aivlded the Territory into seventeen Election-Districts ; 
stppolnted Judges and prescribed proper rules for the 
«^lectton. In the 1st, Hid, Vlllth, IXth, Xth, Xllth, 
^Clllth, and XVIIth Districts there appears to have been 
'ftaut little If any fraudulent voting. 

The election in the Ild District was held at the village 

^>f Douglas, neariy fifty miles from the Missouri line. On 

"C^Jie day before the election, large companies of men 

^same into the district in wagons and on horseback, and 

«9 eclared that they were from the State of Missouri, and 

"^vrere going to Douglas to vote. On the morning of the 

^lection, they gathered around the house where the clcc- 

"^i-on was to be held. Two of the Judges appointed by 

"^Sae Governor did not appear, and other judges were 

elected by the crowd. All then voted. In order to 

icxiake a pretense of right to vote, some persons of the 

Company kept a pretended register of squatter claims, 

oxi whkh any one could enter his name and then assert 

lai« had a d^m in the Territory. A citizen of the district 

"^vbo was himself a candidate for Delegate to Congress, 

"^as told by one of the strangers, that he would be 

abused and probably killed if he challenged a vote. He 

^aa seised by the collar, called a d — d Abolitionist, and 

'^as compelled to seek protection in the room with the 

Judges. About the time the polls were closed, these 

(trangers mounted tiieLr horses and got into their wagons 

%Dd <uied out : 

" All aboard for Westport and Kansas City." A num- 
ber were recognized as residents of Missouri, and 
laong them was &imuel H. Woodson, a leading lawyer 
Of Independence. Of those whose names are on the poll- 
books, 85 were resident settlers and 226 were not. 
The election in the lYth District was held at Dr. 



Chapman's, over 40 miles from the Miraourl State line. 
It was a thinly-settled region, containing but 47 voters 
in February, 1S55, when the census was taken. Od the 
day before the election, from 100 to 150 citizens of Cass 
and Jackson Counties, Mo., came into this district, 
declai-ing their purpose to vote, and that they were 
bound to make Kansas a Slave State, if they did it at 
the point of the sword. Persons of the party on the way 
drove each a stake in the ground and called it a claim — 
and in one case several names were put on one stake. 
The party of strangers camped all night near where the 
election was to be held, and in the morning were at the 
election-polls and voted. One of their party got drunk, 
and, to get rid of Dr. Chapman, a judge of the election, 
they sent for him to come and see a sick man, and in his 
absence filled his place with another judge, who was not 
sworn. They did not deny nor conceal that they were 
residents of Missouri, and many of them were recognized 
as such by others. They declared that they were bound 
to make Kansas a Slave State. They insisted upon their 
right to vote in the Territory if they were in it one liour. 
After the election, they again returned to their homes in 
Missouri, camping over night on the way. 

We find upon the poll-books 161 names; of these not 
over 80 resided in the Territory ; 181 were non-residents. 

But few settlers attended the election in tJie Vth Dis- 
trict, the district being large and tlie settlement scattered. 
82 votes were cast: of these bttween 20 and 80 were set- 
tlers, and the residue were citizens of Missouri. They 
passed into the Territory by way of the Santa Fe road and 
by the residence of Dr. Westfall, who then lived on the 
western line of Missouri. Some little excitemeat arose at 
the polls as to the legality of their voting, but they did 
vote for General Whitfield, and said they intended to 
make Kansas a Slave State, and that they had clamis in 
the Territory. Judge Teazle, judge of tlie court in Jack- 
son County, Missouri, was present, but did not vote. lie 
said he did not intend to vote, but came to see that others 
voted. After the election, the Missourians returned the 
way they came. 

The election in the Vlth District was held at Fort Scott, 
in the southeast part of the Territory, and near the Mis- 
souri line. A party of about one hundred men, from Cass 
and the counties in Missouri south of it, went hito the 
Territory, traveling about 45 miles, most of them with 
their wagons and tents, and camping out. They appeared 
at the place of election. Some attempts were made to 
swear them, but two of the judges were prevailed upon 
not to do so, and none were sworn, and as many as cliose 
voted. There were but few resident voters at the polls. 
The settlement was sparse — about 25 actual settlers voted 
out of 105 votes cast, leaving 80 illegal votes. After the 
voting was over, the Missourians went to their wagons and 
commenced leaving for home. 

The most shameless fraud practiced upon the rights of 
the settlers at this election was in the Vllth District. It 
is a remote settlement, about 75 miles from the Missouri 
line, and contained in February, a.d. 1865, three mouths 
afterward, when the census was taken, but 58 voters, and 
yet the poll-books show that 604 votes were cast. The 
election was held at the house of Frey McGee, at a place 
called " 110." But few of the actual settlers were present 
at the polls. A witness who formerly resided in Jackson 
County, Missouri, and was well acquainted with the citi- 
zens of that county, says that he saw a great many wagons 
and tents at the place of election, and many individuals 
he knew from Jackson County. He was in their tents, and 
conversed with some of tliem, and they told him they l»ad 
come with the inteution of voting. He went to the polls 
intending to vote for Flenniken, and his ticket being of a 
different color from the rest, his vote was challenged by 
Frey McGee, who had been appointed one of the judges, 
but did not serve. Lemuel Kalijitone, a citizen of Missouri, 
was acting in his place. The witness then challenged the 
vote of a young man* by the name of Nolan, whom he 
knew to reside in Jackson County. Finally, the thing was 
hushed up, as the witness had a good many friends there 
from that county, and it might lead to a fight if he chal- 
lenged any more votes. Both voted, and he then went 
down to their camp, lie there saw many of his old ac- 
quaintances, whom he knew had voted at the^ election in 
August previous in Missouri, and who still resided in that 
Stato. By a careful comparison of the poll-lists with the 
census-rolls, we find but 12 names on the poll-book who 
were voters when the census was taken three months 
afterward, and we are satisfied that not more than 20 legal 
votes could have been polled at that election. The only 
residents who are known to have voted are named by the 
witness, and are 18 in number— thus leaving 684 illegal 
votes cast in a remote district, where the settlers within 
many miles were acquainted with each other. 

The total number of white inhabitants in the Xlth 
District, in the month of February, a.d. 1856, includlui^ 
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Thoa your Oommittee find that In this, the flrat ejection 
In the Territory, a very large mMjoriiy of the votes were 
cast by citiiens of the State of HiaHoari, in violation of the 
oruauic law of the Territory. Of the legal votes cast, 
Gen. Whitfield received a plurality. Tlie settlers toolc 
but little interest in the election, noione-hHlf of thetu vot- 
ing. This may be accounted fur, from the fact that the 
seiileinents were scattered over a great extent — that the 
term of tl.e Delegate to be elected was short— and that 
the quest.on of Free and Slave institutions was not gene- 
rally regarded by them as distiuctly at issue. Under 
tiiese circumstance A, a systematic invasion from an 
adjoining State, by which large numbers of illegal votes 
Were cast in remote and sparse settlements for Uie 
avowed purpose of extending Slavery into the Territory, 
even though it did not change the result of the election, 
was a crime of great magnitude. Its immediate effect 
was to further excite the people of tlie Northern States — 
induce acts of retaliation, and exasperate the actual set- 
tlm agaiust their neighbors in Missouri. 

In January and February, a.d. 1855, the Oovemor 
caused an enumeration to be talcen of the Inhabitants and 
qualified voters In the Territory, an abstract of which is 
here given : 

Total population 8501 

Total voters 29u5 

Natives of the United States 7161 

Of foreign birth 409 

Slaves 242 

Free negroes 151 

On the same day the census was completed, the Governor 
issued his proclamation for an election to be held on the 30th 
of March, a.d. 1855, for members of the Legislative Assem- 
bly of the Territory. It prescribed the boundaries of dis- 
tricts, the places for polls, the names of judges, the appoint- 
ment of membeifs, and recited the (luaiification of voters. If 
It had been observed, a just and fair election would have re- 
flected the will of the people of the Territory. Before the 
election, false and inflammatory rumors were busily circula- 
ted among the people of Western Missouri. The number and 
character of the emigration then passing into the Territory 
were-grossly exaggerated and misrepresentecL Through the 
active exertions of many of its leading citizens, aided by 
the secret 80<detles before referred to, tlie passions and 
pr^udlcea of Uie people of that State were greatly excited. 
Several residents there have testified to the character of 
the reports circulated among and credited by the people. 
These efibrts were successful By an organized move- 
ment, which extended from Andrew County in the north 
to Javier County in the south, and as far eastward as 
Boone and Cole counties, companies of men were arranged 
in regular parties and sent ifUo entry couiwil dustn'ct in 
tAs TsrrUo/yt and into every reprenentative dUtriit 
but one. The nimibers were so distributed as to control 
the elec^on in each district. They went to vote, and with 
the avowed design to make Kansas a Slave Siato. They 
were generally armed and equipped, carried with them 
their own provisions and tents, and so marched into the 
Territory. The detidls of this invasion from the mass of 
the testimony taken by your committee are so voluminous 
that we can here state but the leading facts elicited. 

lar DiSTKiCT— March 80, 1S55. — Lawrbnce. 

The company of persons who marched into this dbtrict 
collected in Bay, Uoward, Carroll, Boone, La Fayette, 
Kandolph, Saline, and Cass counties, in the State of Mis- 
sourL Their expenses were paid — those who could not 
come contributing provisions, wagons, etc. Provisions were 
deposited for those who were expected to come to Lawrence, 
in the house of William Lykins, and were distributed among 
the MIssourians after they arrived there. The evening 
before and the morning of the day of election, about 1000 
men from the above counties arrived at Lawrence, and 
encamped in a ravine a short distance from town, near 
the place of voting. They came in wagons— of which there 
were over one himdred — and on horseback, under the 
command of Colonel Samuel Young, of Boone County, Mis- 
souri, and CUdbome F. Jackson, of Missouri. They were 
armed with guns, rifles, pistols, and bowie-knives, and had 
tents, music, and flags with them. They brought with 
tliem two pieces of artillery, loaded with musket-balls. 
On their way to Lawrence, some of them met Mr. N. B. 
Blanton, who had been appointed one of the judges of 
election by Governor Reeder ; and, after learning from 
him that he considered it his duty to demand an oath from 
them as to their place of residence, first attempted to 
bribe, and then threatened him with hanging, in order to 
Induce him to dispense with that oath. In consequence 
of these threats, he did not appear at the polls the next 
morning to act as judge. 

The evening before the election, while in camp, the 
If lasoorians were called together at the tent of Captain 
Claiborne F. Jackiou, and speeches were made to them 



by Colonel Toung and others, calling for volunteers to go 
to other districts where ttiere were not Missourians enough 
to control the election, as there were more at Lawrence 
than were needed there. Many volunteered to go, and 
the morning of the election several companies, from 150 to 
200 men each, went off to Tecumseh, Ilickory Point, 
Bloomington, and other places. On the morning of the 
election, the Missourians came over to the place of voting 
from their camp, In bodies of one hundred at a time. Mr. 
Blanton not appearing, another judge was appointed In 
his place — Colonel Yoiuig claiming that, as the people of 
the Territory had two judges, it was nothing more tlian 
right that the Missourians should have ttie other one, to 
look after their interests ; and Robert E. Cummins was 
elected In Blanton^s stead, because he considered that 
every man had a right to vote If he had been in the Terri- 
tory but an hour. The Missourians brought their tickets 
with them ; but, not having enough, they had three hun- 
dred more printed in Lawrence on the evening before and 
the day of election. They liad white ribbons in their but- 
ton-holes to distinguish themselves from the settlers. 

When the voting commenced, the question of the legality 
of the vote of a Mr. Page was raised. Before It was de- 
cided, Colonel Samuel Young Btei>ped up to the window 
where the votes were received, and said he would setUe 
the matter. The vote of Mr. Page was wlUidrawn, and 
Colonel Young offered to vote. He refused to take Uie 
oath prescribed by the Governor, but swore he was a resi- 
dent of the Territory, upon which his vote was received. 
Ma told Mr. Abbott, one of th'i judges, when asked If he 
Intended to make Kansas his future home, that It was 
none of his business ; that If he were a resident then he 
should ask no more. After his vote was received, Colonel 
Young got up In the window-sill and announced to the 
crowd that he had been permitted to vote, and they could 
all come up and vote. lie told the judges that there was 
no use in swearing the others, as they would all swear as 
he had done. After the other judges concluded to receive 
Colonel Young's vote, Mr. Abbott resigned as judge of 
election, and Mr. Benjamin was elected in his place. 

The polls were so much crowded until late m the evening, 
that, for a time, when the men had voted, they were obliged 
to get out by being hoisted up on the roof of the building 
where the election was being held, and pass out over the 
house. Afterward, a passage-way through the crowd was 
made, by two lines of men being formed, through which 
the voters could get up to the polls. Colonel Young asked 
that the old men be allowed to go up first and vote, as 
they were tired with the traveling, and wanted to get ba<^ 
to camp. 

The Missourians sometimes came up to the polls In p 
cession, two by two, and voted. 

During the day, the Missourians drove off the gronnii 
some of the citizens, Mr. i^tevens, Mr. Bond, and Mr. Willis. 
They threatened to shoot Mr. Bond, and a crowd rushed 
^fter him, threatening him ; and, as he ran from them, 
some shots were fired at him as he jumped off the bank of 
the river and made his escape. The citizens of the town 
went over In a body, late in the afternoon, when the polls 
had become comparatively clear, and voted. . . . 

The whole number of names appearing upon the poll- 
lists is 1,034. After full examination, we are satisfied 
that not over 232 of these were legal voters, and 803 
were non-resident and illegal voters. This District is 
strongly in favor of making Kansas a Free State, and 
the. e is no doubt that the Free-State candidates for the 
legislature would have been elected by large majorities, 
if none but the actual settlers had voted. At the preced- 
ing election in November, 1854, where none but legal 
voters were polled, General Whitfield, who received the 
full strength of the Pro-Slavery party, got but 46 votes. 

Iln District — Bloomisoton. 

On tlie morning of election, the judges appointed by 
the Governor appeared and opened the polls. Their 
names were Harrison Burson, Nathaniel Ramsay, and 
Mr. p:il1son. The Missourians began to come in early in 
the morning, some 500 or 600 of them, in wagons and car- 
riages, and on horseback, under the lead of Samuel J. 
Jones, then Postmaster of Westport, Missouri, Claiborne 
F. Jackson, and Mr. Steely, of Independence, Missouri. 
They were armed with double-barreled guns, rifles, 
bowie-knives, and pistols, and had Hags hoisted. They 
held a sort of informal election, off at one side, at first 
for Governor of Kansas, and shortly afterward announced 
Thomas Johnson, of Shawnee Mission, elected Governor. 
The polls had been opened but a short time, when Mr. 
Jones marched with the crowd up to the window, and 
demanded that they should be allowed to vote without 
swearing as to their residence. After some noisy and 
threatening talk, Claiborne F. Jackson addressed the 
crowd, saying they had come there to vote, that they had 
a ris^t to vote if they had been there but five minutes, 
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and he was not willing to go home without voting ; this 
was received with cheers. Jackson then called upon 
them to form into little bands of fifteen or twenty, which 
they did, and went to an ox-wagon filled with guns, 
which were distributed among tliem, and proceeded to 
load Home of them on the ground. In pursuance of 
Jackson*s request, they tied white tape or ribbons in 
their buttonholes, so as to distinguish them from the 
*' Abolitionists." They again demanded that the Judges 
should resign, and upon their refusing to do so, smashed 
in the window, sush and all, and presented their pistols 
and guns to them, threatening to shoot them. Some one 
on the outside cried out to them not to shoot, as there 
were Pro-Slavery men in the room with the judges. 
They tlien put a pry under the corner of the house, which 
was a log house, and lifted it up a few inches and let it 
fall again, but desisted upon being told there were I'ro- 
Slavery men in the house. During this time, tlie crowd 
repeatedly demanded to be allowed to vote without being 
sworn, and Mr. Ellison, one of the judges, expressed him- 
self willing, but the other two judges refused ; thereupon 
a body of men, headed by " Sheriflf Jones," rushed into 
the judges' room with cocked pistols and drawn bowie- 
knives in their hands, and approached Burson and Ram- 
say. Jones pulled out his watch, and said he would give 
them five miuutes to resign in, or die. When the five 
minutes had expired and the judges did not resign, Jones 
said he would give them another minute, and no more. 
ElUson told his associates that if they did not resign, there 
would be one hundred sliots fired in the room in less than 
fifteen minutes ; and then, snatching up the ballot-box, 
ran out into the crowd, holding up the ballot-box and 
hurrahing for Missouri. About tliat time Durson, and 
Ramsay were called out by their friends, and not suffered 
to return. As Mr. Burson went out, he put the ballot 
poll-books in his pocket, and took them with him ; and as 
he was going out, Jonus snatched some papers away from 
him, and shortly afterward came out himself holding 
them up, crying '* llurrah lor luissuuri !'* After he discov- 
ered they were not the poll-books, he took a party of men 
with him and started off to take the poll-books from Bur- 
son. Mr. Burson saw them coming, and he gave the 
books to Mr. Umberger, and told him to start off in 
another direction, so as to mislead Jones and his party. 
Jones and his party caught Mr. Umberger, took the poll- 
books away from him, and Jones took hiiu up behind him 
on a horse, and carried him back a prisoner. After Jones 
and his party had taken Umberger back, they went to the 
house of Mr. Ramsay and took Judge John A. Wakefield 
prisoner, and carried him to the place of election, and 
made liim get up on a wagon and make them a speech ; 
after which they put a white ribbon in his button-hole 
and let him go. They then chose two new judges, and 
proceeded with the election. 

They also threatened to kill the judges if they did not 
receive their votes without swearing them, or else resign. 
They said no man should vote who would submit to be 
sworn — that they would kill any one that would offer to 
do so — " shoot him," " cut his guts out," etc. They said 
no man should vote this day unless he voted an open 
ticket, and was '' all right on the goose," and that if they 
could not vote by fair means, they would by foul means. 
They said they had as much right to vote, if they had 
J)een in the Territory two minutes, as if they had been 
there for two years, and they would vote. Some of the 
citizens who were about the window, but had not voted 
when the crowd of Missourians marched up there, upon 
attempting to vote, were driven back by the mob, or 
driven off. One of them, Mr. J. M. Macey, was asked if 
he would take the oath, and upon his replying that he 
would if the judges required it, he was dragged through 
the crowd away from the polls, amid cries of *' Kill the 
d— d nigger-thief," " Cut his throat," " Tear his heart 
out," etc. After they had got him to the outside of the 
crowd, they stood around him with cocked revolvers and 
drawn bowie-knives, one man putting a knife to his 
hearl> so that it touched him, another holding a cocked 
pistol to his ear, while another struck at him with a club. 
The Missourians said they had a right to vote if they had 
been in the Territory but five minutes. Home said they 
Iiad been hired to come there and vote, and get a dollar 
a day, and, by G— d, they would vote or die there. 

They said the 80th day of March was an important day, 
as Kansas would be made a Slave State on that day. 
They began to leave in the direction of Missouri in the 
afternoon, after they had voted, leaving some thirty or 
forty around the house where the election was held, to 
guard the polls until after the election was over. The 
citizens of the Territory were not around, except those 
who took part in the mob, and a large portion of them 
did not vote: 841 votes were polled there that day, 
of which but some thirty were citizens. A protest 
against the election was made to the Governor. The 



returns of the election made to the Governor were lost 
by the Committee of Elections of the Legislature at Paw- 
nee. The duplicate returns left in the ballot-box were 
taken by F. E. Laley, one of the Judges elected by the 
Missourians, and were either lost or destroyed in hs 
house, so that your Committee have been unable to 
institute a comparison between the poll-lists and census 
returns of this district. The testimony, however, is uni- 
form, that not even thirty of those who voted there that 
day were entitled to vote, leaving 811 illegal votes. We 
are satisfied ftrom the testimony that, had the actual set- 
tlers alone voted, the Free-State candidates would have 
been elected by a handsome majority. 

IIId District— Tecuhsrh. 

For some days prior to the election, companies of men 
were organized in Jackson, Cass, and Clay counties, Mo., 
for the pur])ose of coming to the Territory and voting in 
this Vtli district. The day previous to the election, some 
400 or 500 Missourians, armed with guns, plstola, and 
knives, came into the Territory and camped, some at 
Bull Creek, and others at Potawatamie Creek. Thdr 
camps were about sixteen miles apart. On the evening 
before the election. Judge Hamilton of the Cass Ooanty 
Court, Mo., came from the Potawatamie G:'eek camp to 
Bull Creek for sixty more Missourians, as they had 
not enough there to render the election certain, and 
about that number went down there with him. On the 
evening before the election. Dr. B. C. Westfall was elect- 
ed to act as one of the Judges of Election in the Bull 
Creek precinct, in place of one of the judges appointed 
by the Governor, who, it was said, would not be there the 
next day. Dr. Westfall was at that lime a citizen of 
Jackson County, Mo. On the morning of the election, 
the polls for Bull Creek precinct were opened, and, with- 
out swearing the judges, they proceeded to receive the 
votes of all who offered to vote. For the sake of appeal^ 
ancc, they would get some one to come to the window 
and offer to vote, and when asked to be sworn he would 
pretend to grow angry at the judges and would go away, 
and his name would be put down as having offered to 
vote, but "rejected, refusing to be sworn." This 
arrangement was made i)reviously and perfectly undei^ 
stood by the judges. But few of the residents of the 
district were present at the election, and only thirteen 
voted. The number of votes cast in the precinct was 898. 

One Missourian voted for himself and then voted for 
his little son, but 10 or 11 years old. Col. Coffer, Ilenry 
Younger and Mr. Lykins, who were voted for and elect- 
ed to the Legislature, were residents of Missouri at (he 
time. Col. Coffer subsequently married in the Territory, 
After the polls were closed, the returns were made, and 
a man, claiming to be a magistral^, certified on them 
that he had sworn the judges of election before opening 
the polls. In the Potawatamie precinct, the Missourians 
attended the election, and after threatening Mr. Ohes- 
nut, the only judge present appointed by the Governor, 
to induce him to resign, they proceeded to elect two 
other judges — one a Missourian and the other a resident 
of another precinct of that district. The polls were then 
opened, and all the Missourians were allowed to rote 
without being sworn. 

After the polls were closed, and the retnrns made oat 
for the signature of the judges, Mr. Chesnut refused to 
sign them, as he did not consider them correct returns 
of legal voters. 

Col. Coffer, a resident of Missouri, bnt elected to the 
Kansas Legislature from that district at that election, en- 
deavored with others to induce Mr. Chesnut by threats 
to sign the returns, which he refused to do, and left the 
house. On hLs way home, he was fired at by some Mis- 
sourians, though not injured. There were three illegal 
to one legal vote given there that day. At the Big Layer 
precinct, the judges appointed by the Governor met 
at the time appointed, and proceeded to open the polls, 
after being duly sworn. After a few votes had be«!n re- 
ceived, a party of Msssourians came into the yard of 
the house where the election was held, and, unloading a 
wagon filled with arms, stacked their guns in the yard, 
and came up to the window and demanded to be admit- 
ted to vote. Two of the judges decided to receive their 
votes, whereupon the third judge, Mr. J. M. Arthur, re- 
signed, and another was chosen in his place. CoL 
Young, a citizen of Missouri, but a candidate for, and 
elected to, the Territorial Legislative Council, was pre- 
sent and voted in the precinct. He claimed that ail 
Missourians who were present on the day of «!lectiou 
were entitled to vote. But thirty or forty of the citizens 
of the precinct were present, and many of them did not 
vote. At the Little Sugar precinct, the election seemed 
to have been conducted fairly, and there a Free-State 
majority was polled. From the testimony, the whole 
district appears to have been largely Free-State, and, 
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had aone bat ftctoal settlers roted, the Free-State candi- 
dates would hare been elected by a large majority. 
From a careful exanUnation of the testimony and the 
noordi, we find that from 200 to 285 legal votes were 
polled out of 885, the total nnmber g^ven in the precincts 
of the Tth District. Of the legal votes oast, the Free- 
Btaie candidates received 152. 

VIth Distsict— Fobt Scott. 

A company of citizens from Missouri, mostly flrom 
Bates County, came into this District the day before the 
election, some camping and others putting up at the 

gablic-house. They numbered ft om 100 to 2iM), and came 
I wagons and on horseback, canying their provisions 
and tents with them, and were generally armed with pis- 
tola. They declared their purpose to vote, and claimed 
the ri^t to do so. They went to the polls generally in 
■mail bodies, with tickets In their hands, and many, if 
not all, voted. In some cases, they declared that they 
bad voted, and gave their reasons for so doing. Mr. 
AndenMQ, a Pro-Slavery candidate for the Legislature, 
endeavored to dissuade the non-residents from voting, 
beoanae he did not wish the election contested. This 
peraon, however, insisted upon voting, and upon his 
ilH^ to vote, and did so. No one was challenged or 
■worn, and all voted who desired to. Out of 850 votes 
aait, not over 100 were legal, and but 64 of these 
aanied in the census taken one month before by Mr. 
Barber, the candidate for Council, voted. Many of the 
Vreo-State men did not vote, but your Committee is sat- 
bfled that, of the legal votes cast, the Pro-Slavery candi- 
dates received a majority. Mr. Anderson, one of these 
candidates, was an unmarried man, who came into the 
Dtotriot fjrom Missouri a few days before the election, 
and boarded at the public-house until the day after the 
alaetlon. He then took with him the poU-Usts, and did 
not retam to Fort Scott until the occasion of a barbacue 
ttta week before the election of October 1, 1855. He 
TOted at that election, and after it left, and has not since 
been Sn the District. S. A. Williams, the other Pro- 
BaTery candidate, at the time of the election had a 
dtfm In the Territory, but his legal residence was not 
there nnUl after the election. 

VIIth Distbict. 

Vrom two to three hundred men, from the State of 
mMMml, came in wagons or on horseback, to the elec- 
tton ground at Switaer's Creek, hi the VIIth District, and 
Micamped near the polls, on the day preceding the 
dectlon. They were armed with pistols and other laea- 
ponc, and declared their purpose to vote, in order to se- 
cure the election of Pro-Slavery members. They said 
thej were disappointed in not finding more Yankees 
thoe, and that they had brought more men than were 
necensry to counterbalance their vote. A number of 
them wore badges of blue ribbon, with a motto, and the 
company were under the direction of leaders. They de- 
clared their intention to conduct themselves peacefully, 
unices the residenta of the Territory attempted to stop 
them fh)m voting. Two of the Judges of election ap- 
pointed by Governor Reeder refused to serve, where- 
upon two others were appointed in their stead by the 
crowd of Missouiians who surrounded the polls. The 
newlj-appointed Judges refused to take the oath pre- 
ioiibed by Governor Reeder, but made one to suit them- 
•elvee. Andrew Johnson requested each voter to swear 
If he had a clahn in the Territory, and if he had voted hi 
another distaict. The judges did not take the oath pre- 
acflbed, but were sworn to receive all legal votes. The 
lOmoanaDS voted without being sworn. They sup- 
ported H. J. Stickler for Council, and BL W. McGee for 
Sepreeeotative. They left the evenhig of the election. 
Borne of them started on horseback for Lawrence, as 
thej laid they could be there before night, and all went 
the way they came. The census-list shows 58 legal voters 
In the IMstrict. 258 votes were cast ; of these 35 were 
residents, 17 of whom were in the District when the cen- 
•ui was taken. Some of the residents present at the 
polls did not vote, declaring it useless. Candidates de- 
clined to run on the Free-State ticket because they were 
npwilllng to run the risk of so unequal a contest— it be- 
ing known that a great many were coming up from Mis- 
souri to vote. Nearly all the settlers were Free-State 
men, and 28 of the 25 legal votes given were cast for the 
only Free-State candidate running. Mobiller McGee, 
who was declared elected Representative, had a claim— a 
saw-mlU and a house in the Territory— and he was there 
part of the time. But his legal residence is now, and was 
then, near Westport, in Missouri, where he owns and 
eondncta a valuable farm, and where his family resides. 

VniTH Distsict. 
Thb was attached to the Tilth District for member of 
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tiie Council and a Representative, and its vote was con- 
trolled by the illegal vote cast there. The census shows 
80 votes in it— 87 votes were cast, of whom a msjority 
voted the Free-State ticket. 

IXth District. 

Fort Riley and Pawnee are In this District. The lat- 
ter place was selected by the Governor as the tempo- 
rary capital, and he designed there to expend the sunui 
appropriated by Congress in the construction of suitable 
houses for the Leg^lature. A good deal of building was 
then being done at the fort near by. For these reasons, 
a number of mechanics, mostly A-om Pennsylvania, camo 
into this district In March, 1855, to seek employment. 
Some of these voted at the election. The construction 
of the capital was first postponed, then abandoned, and 
finally the site of the towq was declared by the Secre- 
tary of War to be within the military reservation of 
Fort RUey. Some of the inhabitants returned to the 
States, and some went to other parts of the Territory. 
Tour Committee find that they came as settlers, intend- 
ing to remain as such, and were entitled to vote. 

Xth District. 

In this district, ten persons belonging to the Wyandot 
tribe of Indians voted. They were of that class who 
under the law were entitled to vote ; but their residence 
was in Wyandot Village, at the mouth of Kansas River, 
and they had no right to vote in this district. They 
voted the Pro-Slavery ticket Eleven men recently flrom 
Pennsylvania voted the Free-State Ticket. From the 
testimony, they had not, at the time of the election, so 
establbhed their residence as to have entitled them to 
vote. In both these classes of cases, the judges exam- 
ined the voters under oath and allowed them to vole, 
and in all respects the election seems to have been con- 
ducted fairly. The rejection of both would not have 
changed the result. This and the Vlllth Election District 
formed one representative district, and was the only one 
to which the invasion ftom Missouri did not extend. 

XIth District. 

The IXth, Xth, XIth and Xllth Election Districts, 
being all sparsely settled, were attached together as a 
Council District, and the Xtth and Xllth as a Repre- 
sentative District. This Election District Is 60 miles north 
flrom Pawnee, and 150 miles from Kansas City. It is the 
northwest settlement in the Territory, and contained, 
when the census was taken, but 86 inhabitants, of whom 
24 were voters. There was on the day of election no 
white settlement about Marysville, the place of voting, 
for 40 miles, except that Marshall and Bishop kept a 
store and ferry at the crossing of the Big Blue and the 
California r.ad. Tour Committee were unable to pro- 
cure witnesses from this district. Persons who were pre- 
sent at the election were duly summoned by an ofiicer, 
and among them was F. J. Marshall, the member of the 
House from that district. On his return, the officer was 
arrested and detained, and persons bearing the names 
of some of the witnesses summoned -were stopped near 
Lecompton, and did not appear before the Committee. 
The returns show that, in defiance of the Governor's 
proclamation, the voting was viva voce, instead of by 
ballot. 828 names appear upon the poll-books as voting, 
and by comparing these names with those on the census 
rolls, we find that but seven of the latter voted. The 
person voted for as Representative, F. J. Marshall, was 
chief owner of the store at Marysville, and was there 
sometimes, but his family lived in Weston. John Don- 
aldson, the candidate voted for the Council, then lived 
in Jackson County, Missouri. 

On the day after the election, Mr. Marshall, with 25 or 
80 m^n from Weston, Mo., was on the way flrom Marys- 
ville to the State. Some 'of the party told a witness who 
had formerly resided at Weston, that they were up at 
Marysville and carried the day for Missouri, and that 
they had voted about 150 votes. Mr. Marshall paid the 
bill at that point for the party. 

There does not appear to have been any emigration 
into that dirttrict in March, 1855, after the census was 
taken, and, judging fl-om the best test in the power of 
your Committee, there were but seven legal votes cast in 
the district, and 821 illegaL 

XIIth District. 

The election in this district was conducted fairly. No 
complaint was made that illegal votes were ciut. 

XIIIth District. 

Previous to the day of election, several hundrodn of 
Blissourlans from Platte, Clay, Boone, Clinton, and How- 
ard counties, came Into the district In wngoim and on 
horseback, and camped there. They were nriiiod with 
guns, revolvers, and bowle-knlvos, and had ba^d^;^ ^V 
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hemp in their button^holes and elsewhere about their 
persons. They claimed to have a right to yote, f.-om the 
fact that they w^ere there on the ground, and had, or 
intended to make, claims in the Territory, althou|^ their 
families were in Missouri 

The judges appointed by the Governor opened the 
polls, and some persons offered to vote, and when their 
votes were rejected on the ground that they were not 
residents of the district, the crowd threatened to tear the 
house down If the judges did not leave. The judges then 
withdrew, taking the poll-books with them. The crowd 
then proceeded to select other persons to act as judges, 
and the election went on. Those persons voting who 
were sworn were asked if they considered themselves 
residents of the district, and if they said they did, they 
were allowed to vote. But few of the residents were 
present and voted, and the Free-State men, as a general 
thing, did not vote. After the Missourians got through 
voting, they returned home. A formal return was made 
by the judges of election setting out the facts, but it was 
not verified. The number of legal voters in this district 
was 96, of whom a majority were Free-State men. Of 
these — voted. The total number of votes cast was 296. 

XIVth District. 

It was generally rumored in this district, for some days 
before the election, that the MLssourians were coming 
over to vote. Previous to the election, men from Mis- 
souri came into the district, and electioneered for the 
Pro-Slavery candidates. Gen. David R. Atchison and a 
party controlled the nominations in one of the primary 
elections. 

Burr Oak Prbcinct. 

Several hundred Missourians from Buchanan, Platte, 
and Andrew counties, Mo., including a great many of the 
prominent citizens of St. Joseph, came into this precinct 
the day before, and on the day of election, in wagons 
and on horses, and encamped there. Arrangements were 
made for them to cross the ferry at St. Joseph free of 
expense to themselves. They were armed with bowie- 
knives and pistols, guns and rifles. On the morning of 
the election, the Free^tate candidates resigned in a 
body, on account of the presence of the large number of 
armed Missourians, at which the crowd cheered and 
hurrahed. Gen. B. F. Stringfellow was present, and was 
prominent in promoting the election of the Pro-Slavery 
ticket, as was also the Hon. Willard P. Uall, and others 
of the most prominent citizens of St. Joseph, Mo. But 
one of the judges of election, appointed by the Governor, 
served on that day, and the crowd chose two others to 
supply the vacancies. 

The Missourians said they came there to vote for, and 
secure the election of, Major Wm. P. Richardson. Major 
BJchardson, elected to the Council, had a farm in 
Missouri, where his wife and daughter lived with his son- 
in-law, Willard P. Ilall, he himself generally going home 
to Missouri every Saturday night. The farm was gene- 
rally known as the Richardson farm. He had a claim in 
the TeiTitory, upon which was a saw-mill, and where he 
generally remained during the week. 

Some of the Missourians gave as their reason for voting 
that they had heard that eastern emigrants were to be at 
that election, thpugh no eastern emigrants were there. 
Others said they were going to vote for the purpose of 
making Kansas a Slave State. 

Some claimed that tliey had a right to vote, under the 
provbiionii of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, from the faot that 
they were present on the ground on the day of election. 

The Free-State men generally did not vote, and 
those who did vote, voted generally for John H. White- 
head, Pro-Slavery, for Council, against Major Wm. P. 
Richardson, and did not vote at all for members of the 
Lower House. 

The parties were pretty nearly equally divided in the 
district, some being of opinion that the Free-State 
party liad a small majority, and ottiers that the Pro- 
Slavery party had a small majority. After the election 
was over and the polls were closed, the Missourians re- 
turned home. During the day, they had provisions and 
liquor served out, free of expense, to alL 

DOKIPHAX PriCIKCT. 

The evening before the election, some 200 or more 
Missourians from Platte, Buchanan, Saline, and Clay 
counties, Missouri, came into this precinct, with tents, 
music, wagons, and provisions, and armed with guns, 
rifles, pistols, and bowie-knives, and encamped about 
two miles from the place of voting They said they came 
to vote, to make Kansas a Slave State, and Intended to 
return to Missouri after they had voted 

On the morning of the election, the Judges appointed 
by the Governor would not serve, and others were 
appointed by the crowd. The Missourians were allowed 



to vote without being sworn— some of them TOtlng m 
many as eight or nine times ; changing their bate end 
coats, and giving in different names each time. After 
they had voted, they returned to Missouri. The Wmh 
State men generally did not vote, thou{^ consUtating a 
majority in the precinct. Upon counting the ballote in 
the box and tlie names on the poU-lista, it wae fband 
that there were too many ballots, and one of Uie Judgee 
of election took out ballots enough to make the two nam- 
bers correspond. 

Wolf River Prbcinct. 

The number of voters in the district by the ceDSus wee 
834 - of these 124 voted. The testimony shows that quite 
a number of persons whose legal residence was in tbB 
populous county of Buchanan, Mo., on the oppoeite aide 
of the river, had claims in the TeiTitory. Some ranged 
cattle, and others marked out their claim and built a 
cabin, and sold this incipient title where they could. 
They were not residents of the Territory in any Just or 
legal sense. A number of settlers moved into the distriet 
in the month of March. Your Committee are satSafled, 
after a careful analysis of the records and teetimonj, 
that the number of legal votes cast did not exceed 800— 
out of 727. 

XVth District. 

The election in this district was held in the house of a 
Mr. Hayes. On the day of election, a crowd of from 400 
to 600 men collected around the polls, of which tlie great 
body were citizens of Missouri. One of the judges of 
election, in his testimony, states that the strangers eon^ 
menced crowding around the polls, and that then the 
residents left. Threats were made before and during the 
election day that there should be no Free-State caD> 
didates, although there were nearly or quite as maqj. 
Free-State as Pro-Slavery men resident in the distzict. 
Most of the crowd were drinking and carousing, cursing 
the Abolitionists and threatening the only Free-State 
judge of election. A majority of those who voted wore 
hemp in their button-holes, and their password was, 
'* all right on the hemp." Many of the Missourians were 
known and are named by the witnesses. Several 
speeches were made by them at the polls, and among 
those who spoke were Major Oliver, one of your Com- 
mittee, Col. Burns, and Lalan Williams, of Platte County. 
Major Oliver urged upon all present to use no harrii 
words, and expressed the iiope that nothing would be 
said or done to harm the feelings of the most sensitive on 
the other side. He gave some grounds, based on tlie 
M!Bsouri Compromise, in regard to the right of voting, 
and was understood to excuse the Missourians for voting:' 
Your Committee are satisfied that he did not vote. CoL 
Burns recommended all to vote, and he hoped none 
would go home without voting. Some of the Pro- 
Slavery residents were much dissatisfied at the int«^ 
ference with their rights by the Missourians, and for tliat 
reason— because reflection convinced them that it would 
be better to have Kansas a Free-State— they " fell ovct 
the fence." The judges requested the voters to take an 
oath that they were actual residents. Tliey objected at 
first, some saying they had a claim, or " I am here." 
But the Free-State judge Insisted upon the oath, and his 
associates, who at first were disposed to waive It, coin- 
cided with him, and the voters all took it after some 
grumbling. One said he cut him some poles and laid them 
in the shape of a square, and that made him a claim ; and 
another said that he had cut him a few sticks of wood, 
and that made him a claim. The Free-State men did not 
vote, although they believed their numbers to be equal 
to the Pro-Slavery settlers, and some claimed that Uiej 
had the m^ority. They were deterred by threats 
throughout by the Missourians, before and on the day Of 
election, from putting up candidates, and no candidates 
were run, for this reason— that there was a credited 
rumor previously that the Missourians would control the 
election. The Free-State judge was threatened with ex- 
pulsion from the polls, and a young man thrust a pistol 
into the window through which the votes were recdved. 
The whole number of votes cast was 417 ; of the namee 
on the poll-book, but 62 are in the census-rolls, and the 
testimony shows that a small portion, estimated by one 
witness at one-quarter of the legal voters, voted. Tour 
Committee estimate the number of legal voters at 80. 
One of the judges referred to, certified to the Governor 
that the election was fairly conducted. It was not con- 
tested, because no one would take the responsibility of 
doing it, as it was not considered safe, and that if 
another election was held, the residents would fare no 
better. 

XVIth District. 

For some time previous to the election, meetings wew 
held and arrangements made in Missouri to get up 
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the expression of abolition sentiments, prodace distarb- 
ance to the quiet of the citizens, or danger to their domes- 
tic relations ; and all such persons so offending shall be 
notified, and made to leave the Territory." 

The meeting was " ably and eloquently addressed by 
Jadge Lecompte, Oolonel J. N. Bums of Western llissouri, 
and others." Thus the head of the judiciary in the Terri- 
tory not only assisted at a public and bitterly partisan 
meetlng,whose direct tendency was to produce violence and 
disorder, but, before any law la pa^ed in the Territory, he 
prejudges the character of the domestic institutions which 
the people of the Territory were, by their organic law, " left 
perfectly free to form and regulate in their own way." 

On this committee were several of those who held certi- 
ficates of election as members of the legislature ; some of 
the others were then and still are residents of Missouri ; 
and many of the committee have since been appointed to 
the leadhig offices in the Territory, one of which is the 
sheriffalty of the county. Their first act was that of mob- 
bing Phillips. 

Subsequently, on the 25th of May, a.o. 1855, a public 
meeting was held, at which R. R. Rees, a member elect of 
the council, presided. The following resolutions, offered 
by Judge Payne, a member elect of the house, were unani- 
mously adopted : 

" Beaalved, That we heartily Indorse the action of the commit- 
tee of citizens that shaved, t&rred and feathered, rode on a 
rail, and had sold by a negro, William FhUllps, the mural 
perjurer. 

" Beiwload^ That we return our thanks to the committee for 
faithfully performing the trust eju^joined upon them by the Pro- 
Slavery party. 

" /ZnocMci, That the committee be now dischargnd. 

"£e«oIcflc2, That we severely condemn those Pro-Slavery 
men who, from mercenary motives, are calling upon the Pro- 
Slavery party to submit without further action. 

"AeMNoed, That in order to secure peace and harmony to 
the conununity, we now solemnly declare that the Pro- 
^ Slavery party will stand firmly by and carry out the resolu- 
tions reported by the committee appointed fur tiiat purpose on 
the memorable 30»h." 

The act of moral peijury here referred to is the swear- 
ing by Phillips to a truthful protest in regard to the elec- 
tion of March 80, in the XVIth District. 

The members receiving their certificates of the Governor 
as members of the General Assembly of .the Territory, met 
at Pawnee, the place appointed by the Governor, on the 
2d of July, A.D. 1855. Their proceedings are stated in 
three printed books, herewith submitted, entitled respec- 
tively, " The Statutes of the Territory of Kansas," " The 
Journal of the Council of the Territory of Kansas," and 
" The Journal of the House of Representatives of the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas." 

Tour Committee do not regard their enactments as valid 
laws. A legislature thus imposed upon a people cannot 
aJfect their political rights. Such an attempt to do so, if 
successful, is virtually an overthrow of the organic law, 
and reduces the people of the Territory to the condition 
of vassals to a neighboring State. To avoid the evils of 
anarchy, no armed or organized resistance to them should 
be made, but the citizens should appeal to the ballot-box 
at public elections, to the federal judiciary, and to Con- 
gress, for relief. Such, from the proof, would have been 
Uie course of the people, but for the nature of these enact- 
ments and the manner ia which they are enforced. Theh- 
character and their execution have been so intimately 
connected with one branch of this investigation — that re- 
lating to " violent and tumultuous procee^gs in the Ter- 
ritory " — that we were compelled to examine them. 

The " laws " in the statute-books are general and spe- 
cial ; the latter are strictly of a local character, relating to 
bridges, roads, and the like. The great body of the gene- 
ral laws are exact transcripts from the Missouri code. To 
make them in some cases conform to the organic act, 
separate acts were passed, defining the meaning of words. 
Thus the word "State" is to be understood as meaning 
" Territory ;" the words " County Court" shall be construed 
to mean the board of commissioners transacting county 
business, or the Probate Court, according to the intent 
thereof. The words " Circuit Court" to mean ** District 
Court." 

The material differences in the Missouri and Kansas sta- 
tutes are upon the following subjects : The qualifications 
of voters and of members of the legislative assembly ; the 
official oath of all officers, attorneys, and voters ; the mode 
of selecting officers and their qualifications; the slave 
code, and the qualifications of jurors. 

Upon these subjects, the provisions of the Missouri code 
are such as are usual in many of the States. But by the 
" Kansas Statutes " every office in the Territory, execu- 
tive and judicial, was to bo appointed by the legislature, 
or by some officer appointed by it. These appointments 
were not merely to meet a temporary exigency, but were 
to hold over two regular elections, and untU after the 
general election in October, 1857, at which the members 



of the new connoil were to be elected. The new legisla- 
ture is required to meet on the first Monday in Janoaxr, 
1858. Thus, by the terms of these "laws," the people 
have no control whatever over either the liegislatare, the 
executive, or the Judicial departments of the Territorial 
government until a time before which, by the natural pro- 
gress of population, the Territorial government will be mi- 
perseded by a State government. 

No session of the legislature to to be held during 1856^ 
but the members of the Uouse are to be elected In October 
of that year. A candidate, to be eligible at this election, 
must swear to support the fugitive riave law ; and each 
judge of election^and each voter, if challenged, must take 
the same oath. The same oath is reqidred of every officer 
elected or appointed in the Territory, and of every atUMV 
ney admitted to practice in the courts. 

A portion of the militia is required to muster on the daj 
of election. " Every free white male citizen of the Uniteid 
States, and every free male Indian who is made a citizen 
by treaty' or otherwise, and over the age of twenty-one 
years, and who shall be an inhaMtant of the Territory 
and of the county and district in which he offers to vote, 
and shall have paid a Territorial tax, shall be a qualified 
elector for all elective offices." Two classes of persona 
were thus excluded, who, by the organic act, were allowed 
to vote, viz. : those who would not swear to the oath re- 
quired, and those of foreign birth who had declared on 
oath their intention to become citizens. Any man of 
proper age who was in the Territory on the day of elec- 
tion, and who had paid one dollar as a tax to the sheriff^ 
who was required to be at the polls to receive it, could 
vote as an *' inhabitant," although he had breakfasted In 
Missouri, and intended to return there for supper. There 
can be no doubt that this tmusual and unconstitutional 
provision was inserted to prevent a full and fair expres- 
sion of the popular will in the election of members of the 
house, or to control it by non-residents. 

All jurors are required to be selected by the sheriff, 
and " no person who is conscientiously opposed to the 
holding of slaves, or who does not admit the right to 
hold slaves in the Territory, shall be a juror in any 
cause " affecting the right to hold slaves, or relating to 
slave property. 

The Slave Code, and every provision relating to 
slaves, are of a character intolerant and unusual even 
for that class of legbiation. The character and con- 
duct of the men appointed to hold office in the Terri- 
tory contributed very much to produce the events 
which followed. Thus Samuel J. Jones was appointed 
sheriff of the county of Douglas, which included within 
it the 1st and lid Election Districts. He had made him- 
self peculiarly obnoxious to the settlers by Ms condoct 
on the 80th of March in the Ud District, and by his 
burning the cabins of Joseph Oakley and Samuel Smith. 

An election for delegate to Congress, to be held on 
the 1st day of October, 1855, was provided for, with the 
same rules and regulations as were applied to other 
elections. The Free-State men took no part in this 
election, having made arrangements for holding an 
election on the $th of the same month. The citlcens ot 
Missouri attended at the election of the Ist of Octobff, 
some paying the dollar tax, and others not being re- 
quired to pay it. They were present and voted at the 
voting places of Atchison and Doniphan, in Atdiisoa 
County ; at Greene Sp^ngs, Johnson County ; at Willow 
Springs, Franklin, and Lecompton, in Douglas County; 
at Fort Scott, Bourbon County; at Baptiste Paola, 
Lykins County, where some Indians voted, some whites 
paying the |1 tax for them ; at Leavenworth City, and 
at Kickapoo City, Leavenworth County ; at the latter 
place, under the lead of Gen. B. F. Stringfellow and GoL 
Lewis Barnes of Missouri. From two of the election 
preclnts at which it was alleged there was illegal votlog 
— viz., Delaware and Wyandotte— your Committee 
failed to obtain the attendance of witnesses. Tour 
Committee did not deem it necessary, in regard to thii 
election, to enter kito details, as it was manifest that, 
from there being but one candidate— Gen. Whitfield— 
he must have received a majority of the votes east. 
This election, therefore, depends not on the number or 
character of the votes received, but upon the raliditr 
of the laws under which it was held. Suffi<dent teetf- 
mony was taken to show that the voting of citlseitf of 
Missouri was practiced at this election, as at all former 
elections in the Territory. The following table wfll ex- 
hibit the result of the testimony as regards the number 
of legal and ill^^l votes at this election. The county of 
Marshall embraces the same territory as was included In 
the Xlth District ; and the reasons before stated indt> 
cate that the great majority of the votes then cast wei« 
either illegal or fictitious. In the counties to which oar 

examination extended, there were illegal votes cast^ 

as near as the proof will enable us to determine. 
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UgMatiTe MMmbly. Andrew H. Reeder was pat in 
nomination m Territ<»lal delegate to Gongrefls, and an 
eleetion was provided for under the regulations pre- 
■cxlbed for the election of March 80, 1865, excepting aa 
to the appointment of officers, and the persons to whom 
the returns of the elections should be made. The elec- 
tion was held in accordance with these regulations, and 
A. H. Reeder received 2,827 votes. 

The resolutions passed by this convention indicate the 
■tate of feeling wliich existed in the Territory in conse- 
quc»2ee of the invasion firom Missouri, and the enact- 
ments of the alleged legislative assembly. The language 
of Bome of the resolutions is violent, and can only be 
Instifled either in consequence of the attempt to enforce 
the grossest acts of tyranny, or for the purpose of guard- 
ing against a similar invasion in future. 

In the fall of 1855, there sprang out of the existing 
discords and excitement in the Territory, two secret 
Free-State societies. They were defensive in their cha- 
racter, and were designed to form a protection to their 
members against unlawful acts of violence and assault. 
One of the societies was purely of a local character, and 
was confined to the town of Lawrence. Very shortly 
after its organization, it produced its desired effect, and 
then went out of use and ceased to exist. Both sodeties 
were cumbersome, and of no utility except to give con- 
fidence to the Free-State men, and enable them to know- 
smd Bid each other in contemplated danger. So far as 
the evidence shows, they led to no act of violence in 
resistance to dther real or alleged laws. 

On the 21st day of November, 1855, F. M. Coleman, a 
Pro-Slavery man, and Charles W. Dow, a Free-State 
man, had a dispute about the division line between their 
respective claims. Several hours afterward, as Dow was 
passing Arom a blacksmith shop toward his claim, and 
by the cabin of Coleman, the latter shot Dow with a 
double-barreled gun loaded with slugs. Dow was un- 
armed. Ue fell across the road and died immediately. 
This was about 1 o*clock, p.m. His dead body was al- 
lowed to lie where it fell until after sundown, when it was 
conveyed by Jacob Branson to his house, at which Dow 
boarded. The testimony in regard to this homicide is 
voluminous, and shows clearly that it was a deliberate 
marder by Coleman, and that Harrison Bulkley and a 
Mr. Hargous were accessories to it. The excitement 
caused by it was very great among all classes of the 
settlers. On the 26th, a large meeting of citizens was 
held at the place where the murder was committed, and 
resolutions passed that Coleman should be brought to 
Justice. In the meantime, Coleman had gone to Missouri, 
and then to Gov. Shannon, at Shawnee Mbsion, in 
Johnson County. He was there taken into custody by 
8. J. Jones, then acting as Sheriff. No warrant was iraued 
or examination had. On the day of the meeting at Hickory 
Point, Harrison Bradley procured a peace warrant 
agidost Jacob Branson, which was placed in the hands 
of Jones. That same evening, after Branson had gone 
to bed, Jones came to his cabin with a party of about 
S5 persons, among whom were Hargous and Buckley — 
burst open the door, and saw Branson in bed. He then 
drew his pistol, cocked it, and presented it to Branson^s 
breast, and said, "Tou are my prisoner, and if you 
move I will blow you through." The others cocked their 
guns and gathered round him, and took him prisoner. 
They all mounted and went to Buckley's house. After 
a time, they went on a cfarcuitous route toward Blanton s 
Bridge, stopping to " drink " on the way. As they ap- 
proached the bridge, there were thirteen in the party, 
several having stopped. Jones rode up to the prisoner 
and, among other things, told him that he had *' heard 
there were one hundred men at your house to-day," and 
** that he regretted they were not there, and that they 
were dieated out of their sport." In the meantime, the 
alarm had been given in the neighborhood of Branson's 
arrest, and several of the settlers, among whom were 
■erne who had attended the meeting at Hickory Point 
that day, gathered together. They were greatly excited ; 
the alleged injustice of such an arrest of a quiet settler, 
mider a peace warrant by " Sheriff Jones," aided by two 
men believed to be accessory to a murder, and who were 
allowed to be at larg^, exasperated them, and they pro- 
ceeded as rapidly as possible by a nearer route than 
that taken by Jones, and stopped near the house of J. 8. 
Abbott, one of them. They were on foot as Jones's 
party approached on a canter. The rescuers suddenly 
formed across the road in ft-ont of Jones and his party. 
Jones halted, and asked, ** What's up?" The reply was, 
** That's what we want to know. What's up ?" Branson 
said, " They have got me a prisoner." Some one in the 
rescuing party told him to come over to their side. He 
did so, and dismounted, and the mule he rode was driven 
over to Jones's party ; JoAes then left. Of the persons 
engaged in this rescue, three were from Lawrence, and 



had attended the meeting. Tour Committee have 
deemed it proper to detail the particulars of this rescue, 
as it was made the groundwork of what is known as the 
Wakerusa War. On the same night of the rescue, the 
cabins of Coleman and Buckley were burned, but by 
whom, is left in doubt by the testimony. 

On the morning of the rescue of Branson, Jones was 
at the village of Franklin, near Lawrence. The rescue 
was spoken of in the presence of Jones, and more con- 
versation passed between two others in his presence, as 
to whether it was most proper to send for assistance to 
CoL Boone, in Missouri, or to Gov. Shannon. Jones 
wrote a dispatch and handed it to a messenger. As soon 
as he started, Jones said : *' That man is taking my 
dispatch to Missouri, and by G — d I'll have revenge 
before I see Missouri." A person present, who was 
examined as a witness, complained publicly that the 
dispatch was not sent to the Governor ; and within half 
an hour one was sent to the Governor by Jones, through 
Hargous. Within a few days, large numbers of men 
from the State of Missouri gathered and encamped on 
the Wakerusa. They brought with them all the equip- 
ments of war. To ob^in them, a party of men under 
the direction of Judge T. Y. Thompson broke into the 
United States arsenal and armory at Liberty, Missouri, 
and after a forcible detention of Captain Leonard (then 
in charge), they took the cannon, muskets, rifles, powder, 
harness, and indeed all the materials and munitions of 
war they desired, some of which have never been 
returned or accounted for. 

' The chief hostility of this military foray was against 
the town of Lawrence, and this was especially the case 
with the officers of the law. 

Your Committee can see in the testimony no reason, 
excuse, or palliation for this feeling. Up to this Ume^ no 
toarratU or proclamation of an^ kind had been in the 
hands of any qfflcer against any ciiieen of Lawrence. 
No arrest had been attempted, and no writ resbted in 
that town. The rescue of Branson sprang out of a 
murder committed thirteen miles from Lawrence, in a 
detached settlement, and neither the town nor its 
citieens extended any protection to Branson's rescuers. 
On the contrary, two or three days after the rescue. S. 
N. Wood, who claimed publicly to be one of the rescuing 
party, wished to be arrested for the purpose of testing 
the Territorial laws, and walked up to Sheriff Jones and 
shook hands with him, and exchanged other courtesies. 
He could have been arrested without difficulty, and it 
was his design, when he went to Mr. Jones, ito be ar- 
rested ; but no attempt was made to do so. 

It is obvious that the only cause of this hostility is the 
known desire of the citizens of Lawrence to make Kansas 
a Free State, and their repugnance to laws imposed upon 
them by non-residents. 

Your Committee do not propose to detail the incidents 
connected with this foray. Fortunately for the peace of 
the country, a direct conflict between the opposing 
forces was avoided by an amicable arrangement. The 
losses sustained by the settlers in property taken and 
time and money expended in their own defense, added 
much to the trials incident to a new settlement. Many 
persons were unlawfully taken and detained— in some 
cases, under circumstances of gross cruelty. This was 
especially so in the arrest and treatment of Dr. G. A. 
Cutter and G. F. Warren. They were taken, without 
cause or warrant, sixty miles firom Lawrence, and when 
Dr. Cutter was quite sick. They were compelled to go 
to the camp at Lawrence, were put into the custody of 
"Sheriff Jones," who had no process to arrest them — 
they were taken into a small room kept as a liquor shop, 
which was open and very cold. That night, Jones came 
in with others, and went to *' playing poker at twenty- 
five cents ante." The prisoners were obliged to sit up 
all night, as there was no room to lie down, when the 
men were playing. Jones insulted them firequently, and 
told one of them he must either "tell or swing." The 
guard then objected to this treatment of prisoners, and 
Jones desisted. . . . 

While we remained in the Territory, repeated acts of 
outrage were committed upon the quiet, unoffending citi- 
zens, of which we received authentic intelligence. Men 
were attacked on the highway, robbed, and subsequenUy 
imprisoned. Men were seized and searched, and their 
weapons of defense taken from them without compensa- 
tion. Horses were frequently taken and appropriated. 
Oxen were taken from the yoke while plowing, and butch- 
ered in the presence of their owners. One young man 
was seized in the streets of the town of Atchison, and, un- 
der circumstances of gross barbarity, was tarred and cot* 
toned, and in that condition was sent to his family. All 
the provisions of the Constitution of the United StaleSjSe- 
curing persons and property, are utterly disregarded. The 
officers of the law, instead of protectiilg the people, were 
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in some instances engaged In these outrages, and in no in- 
stance did we learn that any man was arrested, indicted, 
or punished for any of these crimes. While such offenses 
were committed with impunity, the laws were used as a 
means of indicting men for holding elections, preliminary 
to fkuming a Constitution and applying for admission into 
the Union as the State of Kansas. Charges of high trea- 
son were made -against prominent citizens upon grounds 
which seem to your Committee absurd and ricUculous, and 
under these charges they are now held in custody and are 
refused the privilege of baiL In several cases, men were 
arrested in the State of Missouri, while passing on their 
lawful business through that State, and detained until in- 
dictments could be found in the Territory, 

These proceedings were followed by an offense of still 
greater magnitude. Under color of legal process, a com- 
pany of about 700 armed men, the great body of whom, 
your Committee are satisfied, were not citizens of the Ter- 
ritory, marched into the town of Lawrence, under Mar- 
shal Donaldson and S. J. Jones, officers claiming to act 
under the law, and bombarded and then burned to the 
ground a valuable hotel and one private house ; destroyed 
two printing presses and material^ and then, being re- 
leased by the officers, whose posse they claimed to be, pro- 
ceeded to sack, pillage, and rob houses, stores, trunks, etc., 
even to the clothing of women and children. Some of the 
letters thus unlawfully taken were private ones, written by 
the contesting Delegate, and they were offered in evidence. 
Your Committee did not deem that the persons holding 
them had any right thus to use them, and refused to be 
made the instruments to report private letters thus ob- 
tained. 

This force was not resisted, because it was collected and 
marshaled under the forms of law. But this act of bar- 
barity, unexampled in the history of our Government, was 
followed by its natural consequences. All the restraints 
which American citizens are accustomed to pay even to 
the appearance of law, were thrown off; one act of vio- 
lence led to another; homicides became frequent. A 
party under H. C. Pate, composed chiefly of citizens of 
Missouri, were taken prisoners by a party of settlers ; and 
while your Committee were at Westport, a company chiefly 
of Missourians, accompanied by the acting Delegate, went 
to relieve Pate and his party, and a collision was prevented 
by the United States troops. Civil war has seemed im- 
pending in the Territory. Nothing can prevent so great a 
calamity but the presence of a large force of United States 
troops, under a commander who will with prudence and 
discretion quiet the excited passions of both parties, and 
expel with force the armed bands of lawless men coming 
firom Missouri and elsewhere, who with criminal pertina- 
city infest that Territory. 

Id. some cases, and as to one entire election district, the 
condition of the country prevented the attendance of 
witnesses, who were either arrested or detained while obey- 
ing our process, or deterred from so doing. The Sergeant- 
at-Arms, who served the process upon them, was himself 
arrested or detained for a short time by an armed force, 
claiming to be a part of the posse of the Marshal, but 
was allowed to proceed upon an examination of his pa- 
pers, and was furnished with a pass, signed by *^ Warren 
D. Wilkes, of South Carolina." John Upton, another offi- 
cer of the Committee, was subsequently stopped by a law- 
less force on the borders of the Territory, and after being 
detained and treated with great indignity, was released. 
He also was furnished with a pass signed by two citizens 
of Missouri, and addressed to "Pro-Slavery men." By 
reason of these disturbances, we were delayed in Westport, 
80 that while in session there, our time was but partially 
occupied. 

But the obstruction which created the most serious em- 
barrassment to your Committee, was the attempted arrest 
of Gov. Reeder, the contesting Delegate, upon a writ of 
attachment issued against him by Judge Lecompte, to com- 
pel his attendance as a witness before the Grand Jury of 
Douglas County. William Fane, recently from the State 
of Georgia, and claiming to be the Deputy Marshal, came 
into the room of the Committee, while Gov. Reeder was 
examining a witness before us, and producing the writ re- 
quired Gov. Reeder to attend him. Subsequent events 
have only strengthened the conviction of your Committee, 
that tills was a wanton and unlawful interference by the 
Judge who issued the writ, tending greatly to obstruct a full 
and fsdr investigation. Gov. Reeder and Gen. Whitfield 
alone were fully possessed of that local information which 
would enable us to elicit the whole truth, and it was obvi- 
cus to every one that any event which would separate 
either of them from the Committee, would necessarily hin- 
der, delay, and embarrass it. Gov. Reeder claimed that, 
under the circumstances in which he was placed, he was 
privileged from arrest except for treason, felony, or breach 
of the peace. As this was a question of privilege, proper 
for the Courts, or for the privileged person alone to deter- 



mine on his peril, we declined to give him any protoetioii 
or take any action in the matter. He refused to obey the 
writ, belieidng It to be a mere pretense to get the custody 
of his person, and fearing, as he alleged, that he would he 
assassinated by lawless bands of men then g^therisf is 
and near Lecompton. He then left ihe Territory. 

Subsequently, H. Miles Moore, an attorney in Leaven- 
worth City, but for several v-ears a citizen of Weston, Mo., 
kindly furnished the Conunlttee information as to the resi- 
dence of persons voting at the elections, and in some casee 
examined witnesses before us. He was arrested on the 
streets of that town by an armed band of about thirty 
men, headed by W. D. Wilkes, without any color of au- 
thority, confined, with other citizens, under a military 
guard for twenty-four hours, and then notified to leave Um 
Territory. His testimony was regarded as important, and 
upon his sworn statement that it would endanger his per- 
son to give it openly, the majority of your Conunlttee 
deemed it proper to examine him ex-parte, and did so. 

By reason of these occurrences, the contestant and the 
party with and for whom he acted, were unrepresented be- 
fore us during a greater portion of the time, and your 
Committee were required to ascertidn the truth in the best 
manner ihey could. 

Tour Committee report the following facts and condn- 
sions as established by the testimony : 

First. That each election in Ihe Territory, held under 
the organic or alleged Territorial law, has been carried by 
organked invasions from the State of Missouri, by which 
the people of the Territory have been prevented fkt>m 
exercising the rights secured to them by the organic 
law. 

Second. That the alleged Territorial Legislature was 
an illegally-constituted body, and had no power to pass 
valid laws, and their enactments are, therefore, nuU and 
void. 

Third. That these alleged laws have not, as a general 
thing, been used to protect persons and property and to 
punish wrong, but for unlawful purposes. 

Fourth. That the election under which the sitting Dele- 
gate, John W. Whitfield, holds his seat, was not held in 
pursuance of any valid law, and that it should be regarded 
only as the expression of the choice of those resident citi- 
zens who voted for him. 

Fifth. That the election under which the contesting 
Delegate, Andrew U. Reeder, claims his seat, was not held 
in pursuance of law, and that it should be regarded only 
as the expression of the choice of the resident citizens who 
voted for him. 

SUcth. That Andrew H. Reeder received a greater num- 
ber of votes of resident citizens than John W. Whitfield, 
for Delegate. 

Seventh. That in the present condition of the Territory, 
a fair election cannot be held without a new census, a 
stringent and well-guarded election law, the selection of 
impartial Judges, and the presence of United States troops 
at every place of election. 

Eighth. That the various elections held by the people 
of the Territory preliminary to the formation of the State 
Government have been as regular as the disturbed condi- 
tion of the Territory would allow ; and that the Constitu- 
tion passed by the Convention, held in pursuance of said 
elections, embodies the will of a majority of the people. 

As it is not the province of your Committee to suggest 
remedies for the existing troubles in the Territory of Kan- 
sas, they content themselves with the foregoing statement 
of facts. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Wm. a. Howabd, 
JonN Shkrhan. 



The Free-State Constitution framed at To- 
peka for Kansas, by the Convention called by 
the Free-State party, (as set forth in the fore- 
going documents,) was in due season submitted 
to Congress — Messrs. Andrew H. Reeder (the 
Free-State Territorial delegate) and James H. 
Lane having been chosen by the first Free-State 
Legislature, Senators of the United States, and 
Mr. M. W. Delahay elected Representative in the 
House, by the Free-State men of Kansas. 
Of course, these were not entitled to their seats 
until the aforesaid instrument (known as the 
** Topeka Constitution ") should be accepted by 
Congress, and the State thereupon admitted 
into the Union. This Constitution, being forno. 
ally presented in either House, was received and 
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referred to their respective CommitteeH on Ter- 
liiorieB; but the aocompanjing Memorial from 
the Free-State Le^alature, Betting forth the 
grounda of the application, and praying for ad- 
mlssioa aa a State, was, after having been re- 
ceived by the Senate, reconsidered, rejected, 
and returned to CoL Lane, on the allegation 
that material changes bad been made in it since 
it left Kansas. The Senate, in like manner, re- 
jected repeated moUons to accept the Constiw- 
lion, and thereupon admit Kansas as a Free 
State— there nerec being more than Messrs. 
Hamlin and Fessenden, of Uaine, Hale and Bell, 
of New-Hampshire, Collamer and Foot, of Ver- 
mont, Sumner and Wilson, of Mass., Foster, 
of Conneutiout, Seward and FiBb, of New- York, 
Wade, of Ohio, Durkee and Dodge, of Wiscon- 
sin, Trumbull, of Illinais, and Harlan, of Iowa, 
(16) Senators in favor of Such admissioa, and 
these never all present at the same ijme. 

In the HouBc^tbe aforesaid Constitution and 
Memorial having been submitted to the Com- 
mittee on Terrilories-'its Chairman, Mr. Grow, 
of Penna., from a majority of said Committee, 
reported in favor of the admission of Kansas 
under such Constitution, as a Free State ; and 
after debate the I'revions Question thereon waa 
ordered (June 28th) by a vote of 98 Ayes to 
83 Noes. Previous to this, however, Mr. Ste- 
phens, of Georgia, had proposed, as an amend- 
ment or substitute, a radically different bill, 
couiemplating the appointment by the Pre^- 
dent and Senate of five Commissioners, who 
should repair to Kansas, take a census of the 
inhabitants and legal voters, and thereupon pro- 
ceed to apportion, during tlie montli of Septem- 
ber, ISse, the delegates (52) to form a Consti- 
tutional Convention, to be elected by the legal 
voters aforesaid; said delegates to be chosen 
on the day of the Presidential election (Tues- 
day, Xov. 4th, 1BS6), and to assemble in Con- 
vention on the first Monday in December, 185B, 
to form a State Constitution. The bill proposed, 
also, pcnaldes for illegal voting at said election. 

To this substitute-bill, Mr. Dunn, of Indiana, 
proposed the following amenibufut, to come in 
at tbe end as an additional seutjon : 



c. 18.-. 



dbtitfitriAer 



approved March a.lSan, which, being jncDDSIsunt with 
the principle at aoc-hilerveoIiDD b; CongitiB Kith 
BlsveryiQ die Slates and TetrilorLes, as recogolKd bj 

MMsurJi' °.°hereb,de'S™r"riJop'r«i.«'aDT?o™^ 
being the irue inWnt e^d mean^g of tl.ie act not to legls- 

IhererrDnifbutto reave the people therecr perfecilj free 

own way, lubjecl onlj to the Conatltollon of the United 
Btatea: i'nvfds'i. That nothing herein contalued shall 
be coMIrued to revive or put In force any law or regula- 



If areh, 1S20. el 



Jhing Savery," be, tai the fame li 

pealed. I^mded, That any person or peri 
helil to gervice wlihia either of the Terrltor 



iwfully 



Mr. Dunn's amendment to the Stephens 
amendment or substitute, was carried : Yeas, 
109 i SajB, lOS. 



Mr. Stephens's subeUtute, as thug amended by 
its adversaries, was abandoned by its original 
friondj, and received but two votes— those of 
Messrs. George G. Dunn, of Indiana, and John 
Scott Harrison, of Ohio— Naj-s, aiO. 

Mr. Dunn had previously moved a reference 
of the bill to ibe Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. This was now defeated : 
Teas, 101 ; Nays, 109. 

Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, now moved that the 
hill do lie on the table, which was defeated. 
Yeas, lOB; Najs, 107; (Barclay of Fennsyl- 
vaiiia, Dunii of Indiana, Haven and Williams, 
of Now- York.— Tioj .- Bayard Clarke, of New- 
York, Hickmaa and Hillward, of Pennsylvania, 
Moore, of Ohio, and Scott, of Indiana. — Nayi : 
Scott Harrison, of Ohio, not voting. Wells of 
Wisconsin, absent). The House now refiised 
to adjourn by 106 to 102; and, after a long 
struggle, the final question was reached, and the 
bili rejected : Yeas, 106 ; Nays, 107. 

So tbe hill was lost. 

July Ul.—Sc. Barclay, (Dem.) of Pennsyl- 
vania ro)ie to a privileged motion. He moved 
a reconsideration of the preceding vote, by 
which the Free-Kansas bill had been rejected. 
A stormy debate ensued, in the midst of which 
Mr. Uowrtrd, of Michigan, rose to a qaestion of 
higher privilege (as affecting the right of a 
member [delegate] lo bis seat) and submitted 
the report of the Kansas Investigating Com- 
mittee (already given). The Speaker sustained 
the motion, and the Honse sustained the 
Speaker. The report was thereupon presented 
and read, consuming a full day. 

Juli/ ird. — The question of reconsidering the 
vote defeating Ihe Free-Kansas bill was again 
reached. Mr. llouston, of Alabama, moved that 
it do lie on the table; defeated: Yeas, 07 ; 
Xay.=, li)2. The main question wasthen order- 
ed: Yeas, 101 ; Nays, 98; and the reconsidera- 
lionoiirried: Yeas, 101 ; Kays, BB. The previous 
question on the passage of tbe bill was now 
ordered : Yeas, 89 ; Nays, 96 ; a motion by 
Mr. McQueen, of Sonth Carolina, to lay the bill 
on tlie table was defeated : Yeas, 97 ; Says, 
100; and then the bill wasfinallyjjajseii.- Yeas, 
99; Navs, 97. 

'ed the re con- 



noflh 






t the 



reconsider do lie on the table, which was per- 
mitted, witfioui further division. 

Jane SOth. — Mr. Douglas reported to the 
Senate on several bills submitted by Messrs. 
Clayton, Tombs, and others, for the pacifica- 
tion of the Kansas troubles, as also decidedly 
against Gov. Seward's propodlion to admit 
Kansas as a Free State, under her Topeka Con- 
stitution. Mr. Collamer, beiog the minority of 
the Territorial Committee, made a brief and 
pungent counter-report. Mr. Douglas gave 
notice that he would ask for a final vote on tbe 
day after the next. 

Jul)/ ls(.— Bin debated by Measra. Thompson 
of Ky., Halo of N. H., Bigler of Fa., Adams of 
Miss., and Crittenden of Ky. 

July 2ii. — Debate continued through the day 
and following night, the majority resis^ng all 
motions to adjourn. Messrs. Wade, Fugh, 
Briggs, Bigler, Toombs, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Bell, Seward, Hale, and nearly half the Senate [ 
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participated. Au amendment moved by Mr. ff *f/°^» <^y«'' ^'^'•'» ^T25"°»i*»&^ 

A J r i#«^- *u>v j»- u«/u«^ <.«.:!,:«» ««♦ o« Mallory, MasoD, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Bebastlan, Blidenf 

Adams, of Miss., the day before, strikmg out so stuart, Thompsok of Kentuciy! Toombe, Toucey; Weltor; 

much of the bill as secures the Right of buf- Wright, and Yulee— 86. 

frage, in the proposed reorganization of Kansas, jjr. Foster, of Connecticut, moved the follow- 
to alien residents who shall have declared their ]j^„ amendment : 

intention to become citizens, and renounced ^j^^^^nd he it' farther enacted. That, untu the In- 
all allegiance to foreign governments, was habitants of said Territory shall proceed to hold a Oon- 
adopted : Yeas, 22 ; Nays, 16. vention to form a State Oonstitutlon according to the pro- 
Some tinif* in the morninir of Julv 8d the fol- virions of this act, and so long as said Territory remains 
acme time m ine morning oi uuiy aa, ine loi ^ Territory, the following sections contained in chapter 
lowing amendment, reduced to shape by Mr. one hundred and fifty-one, in the volume transmitted to 
Geyer, of Mo., was added to the 18th section of the Senate, by the President of the United States, as con- 
the bill— only Brown, of Miss., Fitzpatrick, of talning the laws of Kansas, be, an*the same are hereby, 
., J M c XT :• — :~«i. :*. declared to be utterly null and void, vi*. : 

Ala, and Mason, of Va voting against it : ..,j^ „ ^^ ^ ^'^^^ ^^ ^J^ „ by wrw™. «- 

I eas, 40. It provides tnat sert or maintain tliat persons have not Uie right to hold ijares 
__ , . ,, ,. , ,. * *» _A I 1^ in this Territory, or shallintroduce Into this Territory any book, 
No law shall be made or nave force or effect in saia paper, magazine, pamphlet, or circular, containmg any denial 
Territory [of Kansas] which shall require any attesta- of the right of persons to hold slaves in this Territory, sneh 
tion or oath to support any act of Congress or other persons shall be deemed guUtyoffelony, and punished by Im- 
legfalative act, as a qualiflcaUon for atfy civU office, prtwnment at hard labor for a term of not less than mo yeaw^ 
puVUc trust or' for any employment or profession or to ^.l^,JS:^Jl^^a^^oi'^r£'^tZ^£.^ 
serve as a juror, or vote at an election, or which shaU ^ Territory, shaU sit as a juror on the trial of any pro- 
impose any tax upon, or condition to, the exercise of gecuUon for the violadon of any one of the sectiUns ot this 
the right of suffrage, by any qualified voter, or which act." 

8»»a" jesJ'-a^P, o*: Prohibit the free discussion of f ny law ^j^j rejected Fas superfluous, or covered 

or subject of legislation in the said Territory, or the free ^."to fT»o *tj^%,ucv* |_uo ou^^x^uvuo, v^ vv<^t«/vk 
expression of opinion thereon by the people of said Ter- Qy a lormer amendment, J as loUows : 
ritory. Yxis.— Messrs. Allen, Bell of New-Hampshire, Clay- 
Mr. TrumbulL of III., moved the following : ton, Collamer, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, llale, 
A ^ J. J4 ^ L \ ^ mv. * J* *u * J Seward, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson— 18. 
^n(ifte«/i*r</Ur «»iac^. That twMth^e true n- NAvi-Messrs. Bayard. Benjamin, Biggs, Blgler, 

H'i\°'*?®*^'°j^^'*^® »**^"^''.°^«^°*f®*"*o,^®"'^^A^ Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cass, Clay, Dodge, Douglas, 

of Nebraska and Kansas," not to legislate Slavery into ^^^^^^ Fitzpatrick. Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnlon, 

Kansas, nor to exclude It therefrom, but to leave the jq^cs of Iowa, MaUory, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Reid,Sebas- 

people thereof perfectly free through thehr Territorial ^^ gudeH gt„„t, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, 

Legislature to regulate the institution of Slavery in their Toucey, Weller, Wright, and Yulee-82. 

own way, subject to the Constitution of the United •" > o » 

States ; and that, until the Territorial Legislature acts Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts, moved that the 

upon the subject, the owner of a slave in one of the whole bill be Stricken out and another inserted 

States has no right or authority to take such slave into :na*p^,i rpnpalinjr nil the Tprritorial laws of 

the Territory of Kansas, and there hold him as a slave ; "jsteau, repeaung au ine lerruoriai laws 01 

but every slave taken to the Territory of Kansas by his Kansas. 

owner for purposes of settlement is hereby declared to be Rejected : Yeas, 8, (Bell, of New-Hampshire, 

may be held as a slave. Wade, and Wilson ;) J«Jays, 35. 

The Yeas and Nays being ordered, the pro- ^."■•- &ward moved to strike out the whole 

position was voted down-Yeas, 9; Nays, 84- •»"' "^d ""fe^ instead one admitting KwiMS as 

as follows- > » ^ » aliree State, under the Topeka Constitution : 

Y.A8.-Me*8srs. Durkee, Fe8.enden, Foot. Foster, Hale. »efeated-Yeas, 11 ; Nays, 86-aS foUows : 

Seward, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson— 9. Teas.— Messrs. Bell of New-Hampshire, Gollamer 

Nats.— Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Ten- Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Seward, Trumboll, 

nessee, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Wade, and Wilson— 11. 

Brown, Cass, Clay, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Nats.— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennessee, Ben- 

Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of jamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Oass, 

Iowa, Mallory, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Fiti- 

Thompson of Kentucky, Toumbs, Toucey, Weller Wright, patrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, 

and Yulee— 84. Mallory, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, 

Mr. Trumbull then proposed that the Kansas- ^'S \*nTYd^6 *°'""*'^' '^'''*"'^** ^°"°*^* ^*^'* 

Nebraska act J, *, .„ ' , , , ^ 

was intended to, and doe., confer upon, or leave to, the The bill was now reported as amended and 

peopleoflheTerritoryof Kansas full power, at any time, the amendment made in Committee Of the 

through its Territorial Legislature, to exclude Slavery Whole concurred in. The bill waS then (8 A. 

from said Territory, or to recogniie and regulate it there- m.) ordered to be engrossed and read a third 

*-,.. ^ ^ J J w m t^ ,1 time; and, on the question of its final passage. 

This, too, was voed down. Mr. TrumbuU the vote stood-Yeis, 83; xVays, 12-as follow?: 

then proposed the lollowmg : „ „ .„«,«..-«. 

A /i. jAJi. av ^ .. m? . « .^ . Ybas,— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennessee, Ben- 

And be itfttrVier enacted^ That all the acts and pro- jamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cass, 

ceedings of all and every body of men heretofore assem- oiay, Crittenden, Douglas, Evans, J'itzpatrick, Geyer, 

bled in said Territory of Kansas, and claiming to be a Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Mallory. Pratt, 

Legislative Assembly thereof, with authority to p;iS8 laws Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Ken- 

for the g jveroment of said Territory, are hereby declared tucky, Toombs, Toucey, Weller, Wright, and Yulee— 88. 

to be utterly null and void. And no person shall hold Nats.— Messrs. Bell of New-Hampshire. Collamer, 

any office, or exercise any authority or jurisdiction in Dodge, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot. Foster. Hale, Seward, 

said Territory, under or by virtue of any power or Trumbull, Wade, and WUson— 12. 

authority derived from* such Legislative Assembly ; nor -,, ,.,, ' , * x u tt t 

shall the members thereof exercise any power or authority , A he Dill was then Sent to the Uouse. It pro- 

as such. vides that five competent persons appointed by 

This, too, was voled down, as follows : the President, shall take a census of the legal 

Ybas.— Mew?. Bdl of New-Hampshire, Collamer, voters of the Territory on the 4th of July, 1866, 

Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Seward, Trumbull, these to be apportioned into 52 districts, for the 

Wade, and Wiisou-ii. ^ « „ * m purpose of electing delegates to form a State 

Nats.- Messrs. A«iama, Allen, Bayard, Bell of Ten- T. ^^•. ^. .^ P ° ,^. « "•^•»» 

nessee, Benjamin, Biggs, Uigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, ^constitution ; it imposes penalties for USmg 

Cass, Clay, Critieudeu, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Fits- force or threats to influence any qualified voter 
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in guying his vote, or to deter him from going 
to the polls ; the delegates elected under this 
act to assemble in Convention on the 1st Mon- 
day of December, 1856, to first determine by 
vote whether it is expedient to form a State 
Constitution and Government, and if it is 
decided to be expedient, to proceed to form a 
Constitution and Government for the State of 
Kansas, with the boundaries defined in this act. 

The bill was never acted on in the House, but 
lay on the Speaker^s table, untouched, when the 
session terminated by adjournment, Monday, 
Aog. 18th. 

Jvly ^ih» — In Senate, Mr. Douglas reported 
back from the Committee on Territories the 
House bill to admit Kansas as a State, with an 
amendment striking out all after the enacting 
clause, and inserting instead the Senate biU 
(No. 356) just referred to. 

Mr. Hale, of N. H., moved to amend this 
substitute by providing that all who migrate to 
the Territory prior to July 4th, 185*7, shall be 
entitled to a vote in determining the character 
of the institutions of Kansas. Lost: Yeas, 18 ; 
Nays, 82. 

Mr. Trumbull, of 111., moved that all the Terri- 
torial laws of Kansas be repealed and the Terri- 
torial officers dismissed. Rejected : Teas, 12 ; 
Nays, 82. 

Mr. CoUamer, of Yt., proposed an amendment, 
prohibiting Slavery in all that portion of the 
Louisiana purchase north of 86^ 80' not in- 
cluded in the Territory of Kansas. Rejected — 
Yeas, 12 ; Nays, 30 — as follows : 

Taas— Messrs. Bell of N. H., Collamer, Dodge, Fes- 
senden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Seward, Trum- 
bttU and Wade. 

Nayb— Messrs. Adams, Bayard, BeAJamin, Biggs, Bright, 
Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Olay, Crittenden, Douglas, Fits- 
patrick, Qeyer, Hunter, lyerson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, 
Jones of Tenn., Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Pugfa, Reid, Se- 
bastian, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Ky., Toombs, Weller, 
and Tulee. 

The substitute reported by Mr. Douglas was 
then agreed to— Yeas, 82 ; Nays, 13 — and the 
bill in this shape passed. 

[This amendment was not concurred in nor 
ever acted on by the House.] 

c/tf2y 29M. — ^Mr. Dunn, of Ind., called up a bill 
" To reorganize the Territory of Kansas and for 
other purposes," which he had originally (July 
'/th) proposed as a substitute for the Senate bill 
(No 856) aforesaid. Its length, and the substan- 
tial identity of many of its provisions with those 
of other bills organizing Territories contained 
in this volume, dissuade us from quoting it 
entire. It provides for a legislative election on 
the first Tuesday in November next ; and sec- 
tion 15 proceeds : 

\ 15. And heii,fi*rth$r*&naotsd^ That all suits, pro- 
cesses, and proceedings, civil and criminal, at law and 
in diancery, and all indictments and informations which 
shall be pending and undetermined in the courts of the 
Territory of Kajosas or of New-Mexico, when this act 
shall take effect, shall remain in Baid courts where pend- 
ing, to be heard, tried, prosecuted, and determined in 
such courts as though this act had not been passed : 
Provided. n&eertheleaSf That all criminal prosecutions 
now pendmg In any of the courts of the Territory of Kan- 
sas impuUng to any person or persons the crime of trea- 
son aipainst the United States, and all criminal prosecu- 
ttons, by information or indictment, against any person or 
parsons for any alleged violaUon or disregard whatever of 
what are usually known as the laws of the Legislature of 
Kansas, shall be forUiwith dismissed by the courts where 
MQh prosecutions may be pending, and every 'person 



who may be restrained of his liberty by reason of said 
prosecutions, shall be released therefrom without delay. 
Nor shall there hereafter be instituted any criminal 
prosecution, in any of the courts of the United States, or 
of said Territory, against any person or persons for any 
such charge of treason in said Territory prior to the pas- 
sage of this act, or any violation or disregard of said 
Legislative oiactments at any time. 

§ 28 grants to every actual settler a right of 
preemption to the quarter-section of public 
land improved and occupied by him iu said 
Territory of Kansas* prior to Jan. 1st, 1 858. 

The two last and most important sections of 
Mr. Dunn's bill are verbatim as follows : 

§ 24. And be it further enacted^ That so much of the 
fourteenth section, and also so much of the thirty-second 
section, of the act passed at the first session of the thirty- 
third Gongrees,commonly known as the Kansas-Nebraska 
act, as reads as follows, to wit : " Except the eighth sec- 
tion of the act preparatory to the admission of Missouri 
into the Union, approved March 6, 1820, which being In- 
consistent with the principle of non-intervention by Con- 
gress with Slavery In the States and Territories as recog. 
nised by the le^^lation of 1860, commonly called the 
Compromise Measures, is hereby declared inoperative 
and void ; It being the true intent and meaning of this 
act not to le£^late Slavery Into any Territory or State, 
nor to exclude It thereArom, but to leave the people there- 
of perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic In- 
stitutions In their own way, subject only to the Consti- 
tution of the United States : Provided^ That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to revive or put In 
force any law or regulation which may have existed 
prior to the act of 6tib March, 1820, either protecting, es- 
tablishing, prohibiting or abolishing slavery"— be and the 
same Is hereby repealed, and the said eighth section of 
said act of the 6th of March, 1820, Is hereby revived and 
declared to be in ftill force and effect within the said 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska : Provided^ hoiuh 
, eoer^ That any person lawfully held to service in either 
of sidd Territories shall not be discharged from such 
service by reason of such repeal and revival of said 
eighth section. If such person shall be permanently re- 
moved from such Territory or Territories prior to the Ist 
day of January, 1858 : and any child or children bom 
In either of said Territories, of any female lawfully held 
to service. If In like manner removed without said Terri- 
tories before the expiration of that date, shall not be, 
by reason of an3rthlng In this act, emancipated from 
any service It might have owed had this act never been 
passed: And proinded fwrther^Th^l any person law- 
fully held to service In any other State or Territory of the 
United States, and escaping Into either the Territory of 
Kansas or Nebraska, may be reclaimed and removed to 
the person or place where such service is due, under any 
law of the United States which shall be in force upon 
the subject. 

% 25. And he it further enacted. That all other parts of 
the aforesaid Kansas-Nebraska act which relate to tlie 
said Territory of Kansas, and every other law or usage 
having, or which is pretended to have, any force or effect 
In said Territory In conflict with the provisions or the 
spirit of this act, except such laws of Congress and treaty 
stipulations as relate to the Indians, are hereby repealed 
and declared void. 






Mr. Dunn, having carried a reference to the 
Committee of the Whole, of a bill introduced 
by Mr. Grow, repealing all the acts of the al- 
leged Territorial Legislature of Kansas, now 
moved and carried a reconsideration of that 
vote, and proceeded to the striking out of 
Mr. Growls bill and the insertion of his own as 
a substitute. The motion prevailed. Where- 
upon Mr. Dunn moved the previous question on 
ordering this bill to be engrossed and read a 
third time, which prevailed— Yeas, 92 ; Nays, 86 
— and then the bill passed — Yeas, 88 ; Nays, 74. 

This bill was not acted on by the Senate. 

The House, iu the course of its action on the 
several Annual Appropriation bills, affixed to 
several of them, respectively, provisos, abol- 
ishing, repealing or suspending the various ob- 
noxious acts of the Territorial Legislature ; but 
all these were resisted by the Senate and were 
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ultimately giyen up by the House, save one 
appropriating $20,000 for the pay and expenses 
of the next Territorial Legislature, which the 
Senate gave up, on finding itself in serious dis- 
agreement with the House, and thus secured 
the passage of the Civil Appropriation bilL 
Finally, the two Houses were at odds, on a pro- 
▼iso forbidding the employment of the Army to 
enforce the acts of the Shawnee Mission assem- 
blage, claiming to be a Territorial Legislature 
of Kansas, when at noon on the 18th of Au- 
gust the speaker^s hammer fell, anouncing the 
termination of the session, leaving the Army 
bill unpassed. But President Pierce imme- 
diately issued a proclamation convening an extra 
session on the 21st (Thursday), when the two 
Houses reconvened accordingly,and a full quo- 
rum of each was found to be present. The 
House promptly repassed the army bill, again 
affixing a proviso forbiding the use of the army 
to enforce the disputed Territorial laws, which 
proviso the Senate as promptly struck out, and 
the House as promptly reinserted. The Senate 
insisted on its disagreement, but asked no con- 
ference, and the House (Aug. 22d) by a c\6se 
vote decided to adhere to its proviso : Yeas, 9*7 ; 
Nays, 93 ; but one of the yeas (Bocock of Va.) 
was so given in order to be able to move a re- 
consideration ; so that the true division was 

96 to 94, which was the actual division on a 
motion by Mr. Cobb of Ga. that the House re- 
cede from its position. Finally, a motion to 
reconsider was made and laid on the table r 
Yeas, 97 ; Nays, 96 ; and the House thereupon 
adjourned. 

Aug. 23d. — The Senate also voted to ad- 
here : Yeas, 35; Nays, 9. 

Mr. Clayton proposed a committee of Confer- 
ence, to which Mr. Seward objected. No ac- 
tion. 

In the House, Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, proposed 
a similiar Committee of Conference. Objected 
to. 

Mr. Cobb, of Ga., moved that the House re- 
cede from its Kansas proviso. Defeated : Yeas, 

97 ; Nays, 100. Adjourned. 

The struggle for the passage of the bill with 
or without the proviso continued until Saturday, 
August 30th, when, several members, hostile 
to the proviso, and hitherto absent, unpaired, 
having Returned, the House again passed the 
Army bill with the proviso modified as follows : 

Provided^ however, that no part of the military force 
of the United States, for the support of which appro- 
priations are made by this act, shall be employed in aid 
of the enforcement of any enactments heretofore made 
by the body claiming to be the Territorial Legislature 
of Kansas. 

The bill passed as reported (under the Pre- 
vious Question) : Yeas, 99 ; Nays, 79 ; and was 
sent to the Senate, where the above proviso 
was stricken out : Yeas, 26 ; Nays, 7 ; and the 
bill thus returned to the House, when the Sen- 
ate's amendment was concurred in : Yeas, 101 ; 
Nays, 97. 

So the proviso was beaten at last, and the bill 
passed, with no restriction on the President's 
discretion in the use of the Army In Kansas ; 
just as all attempts of the House to direct 
the President to have a nolle prosequi entered 
in the case of the Free-State prisoners in Kan- 
sas charged with aiding the formation and 



adoption of the Free-State constitution as afore- 
said, had been previously beaten, after prevail- 
ing in the House — the Senate striking them oat 
and the House (by union of nearly all the sup- 
porters of Fillmore with nearly or quite all 
those supporting Buchanan) finally acquiescing. 

The 34th Congress reassembled on the Ist of 
December. Since the adjournment from the 
last session the presidential election had taken 
place, resulting in the election of James 
Buchanan as President. The popular vote gave 
neither of the three candidates a majority. In 
the Free' States the election was hotly contested 
and a very large vote polled. In the Southern 
States the vote was small, as no issue was pre- 
sented to the people, it being claimed by 
their respective partisans, that both the candi- 
dates (Buchanan and Fillmore) voted for in 
that section were equally Pro-Slavery. But the 
pro-slavery leaders had declared in favor of 
Buchanan, and* he consequently received large 
majorities in nearly every Slave State. 

On the first day of the session, Kansas affairs 
came up in the House on an objection to admit 
J. W. Whitfield to a seat as a delegate, the ob- 
jection being that the border ruffian laws under 
which he had been elected were *'null and 
void." 

Mr. Grow spoke against admitting Whitfield, 
and quoted from a speech of Mr. Clayton (a 
short time before his decease) in the Senate. 
Mr. Clayton, in speaking of these laws, said : 

Now^, sir, let me allude to that subject which is the 
great cause of all this discord between the two Houses. 
The unjuHt. iniquUovs^ oppressvoe and infcimotia Umm 
enacted by the Kansas Legislature, as It is called, ought 

to be repealed before we adjourn." 

What are these laws? One of them sends a man to hard 
labor for not less than two years for daring to discuss 
the question whether Slavery exists, or does not exist, 
in Kansas : not less than two years — it may be fifty ; and 
if a man could live as old as Methuselah, it might be 
over nine hundred years. That act prohibits aU freedom 
of discussion in Kansas on the great subject directly re- 
ferred to the exclusive decision of the people in that 
Territory ; strikes down the liberty of the press too ; and 
is an act egregiously tyrannical as ever was attempted 
by any of the Stuarts, Tudors or Plantagenets of En- 
gland, and this Senate persists In declaring that we are 
not to repeal that 1 

Sir, let us tender to the House of Representatives the 
repeal of that and all other objectionable and infamous 
laws that were passed by that Legislature. I include in 
this denunciation, without any hesitation, those acta 
which prescribe that a man shall not even practice law 
in the Territory unless he swears to support the Fugitive 
Slave Law ; that he shall not vote at any election, or be 
a member of the Legislature, unless he swears to support 
the Fugitive Slave Law ; that he shall not hold any office 
of honor or trust there, unless he swears to support the 
Fugitive Slave Law ; and you may as well impose Just 
such a test oath for any other and every other law. . . 
I will not go through the whole catalogue of the oppres- 
sive laws of this Territory. I have done that before to- 
day. There are others as bad as these to which I have 

now referred I^ill not, on the other hand, 

ever degrade myself by standing for an Instant by those 
abominable and innvmoue laws which I denounced 
here this morning. What I desire now is, that the Senate 
of the United States shall wash its hands of all participa- 
tion in these iniquities by repealing those laws. 

On Dec. 2nd, President Pierce sent his annual 
message to the two Houses of Congress. In re- 
ferring to the late election, the President says : 

It is impossible to misapprehend the great principles 
which, by their recent political action, the people of the 
United States have sanctioned and announced. 

They have asserted the Constitutional equality of eadi 
and all of the States of the Union as Stotes ; they have 
affirmed the constitutional equality of each and all of 
the citizens of the United States as dtisens, whatever 
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Mr. Wilson, of Mass., said: 
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On the 8th December, ISGl, Freeident Bu- 
chanan transmitted to Congress his £rat aDimal 
message. He devotes con^derable space to ths 
subject ofSlavery,giYiog ft history of the fomn- 
tiou of the LecomptOD Constitution for Eanni, 
and announcing the doctrine that the Conatila- 
cion of its own force cairies Slarer; into all tbe 
Territories. Speaking of this anbjeot, he says : 
" ]□ emerging from the condition of Territorial 
dependence into that of a BOTereign State, it 
nas their duty, in my opinion, to malie known 
their wilt by the votes of tbe majority, on the 
direct question, nhethei' this important di 
institution should or abould not amii 
exisi :" and that the alaves now in Kansas " wi>t« 
brought into the Territory under the Cona^a- 
Uon of the United Stales." 

The following is the port of tbe tnesugo 
referring to Kaowa aflklrs : 
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It to onnef essary to state in detail the alarming con- 
dition of the Territory of Kansas at the time of my in- 
augwration. The opposing parties then stood in hostile 
array against each other, and any accident might have 
relii^ted the flames of civil war. Besides, at this critical 
momentw Kansas was left withont a governor by the 
resignauon of Governor Geary. 

On the 19th of February previous, the Territorial legis- 
lature had passed a law providing for the election of de- 
legates on the tliird Monday of June, to a convention 
to meet on the first Monday in September, for the pur- 
pose of ftraming a constitution preparatory to admission 
into the Union. This law was in the main fair and just ; 
and it Is to be regretted that all the qualified electors 
had not registered themselves and voted under its pro- 
Tisions, 

At the time of the election for delegates, an extensive 
organization existed in the Territory, whose avowed ob- 
ject it was, if need be, to put down the lawful govern- 
ment by force, and to establish a government of their 
own under the so-called Topeka Constitution. The per- 
sona attached to this revolutionary organization ab- 
stained from taking any part in the election. 

The act of the Territorial legislature had omitted to 
provide for submitting to the people the constitution 
wtdch mig^t be framed by the Convention ; and In the 
excited state of public feeling throughout Kansas, an 
apprehension extensively prevailed that a design ex- 
ited to force upon them a constitution, in relation to 
Slavery, against their will. In this emergency it became 
my duty, as it was my unquestionable right, having in 
idew the union of all good citizens in support of the Ter- 
ritorial laws, to express an opinion on the true construc- 
tion of the provisions concerning Slavery contained in 
the organic act of Congress of the 80th May, 1854. Gon- 
gresB declared it to be "the true intent and meaning of 
this act not to legislate Slavery into any Territory or 
State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the peo- 
ple tiiereof perfectly free to form and regulate their 
domestic institutions in their own way." Under it 
Kansas, " when admited as a State," was to *' be re- 
ceived into Uie Union with or without Slavery as their 
constitution may prescribe at the time of their admis- 
sion." 

IMd Oongress mean by tliis language that the delegates 
elected to frame a constitution, should have authority 
finally to decide the question of Slavery, or did they in- 
tend, by leainng it to the people, that the people of Kan- 
sas themselves should decide this question by a direct 
vote? On ttds subject I confess I had never entertained 
a serious doubt, and, therefore, in my Instructions to 
Governor Walker of the 2Sth March last, I merely said 
that when " a constitution shall be submitted to the peo- 
ple of the Territory, they must be protected in the exer- 
cise of their right of voting for or against that instru- 
ment, and the fair expression of the popular will must 
not be interrupted by fraud or violence." 

In expressing this opinion it was far from my inten- 
tton to interfere with the decision of the people of Kan- 
sas, eittier for or against Slavery. From this I have 
always carefully abstained. Intruste<i with the duty 
of " taking care that the laws be faithfully executed," 
my only desire was that the people of Kansas should 
fiimish to Congress the evidence required by the organic 
act, whether for or against Slavery ; and in this man- 
ner smooth their passage into the Union. In emerging 
from the condition of Territorial dependence Into that of 
a sovereign State, it was their duty, in my opinion, to 
make known their will by the votes of the majority, on 
ttie direct question, whether this important domestic in- 
stitution should or ahotUd not contin/us to exist In- 
deed Uiis was the only possible mode in wliich their will 
could be authentically ascertained. 

The election of delegates to a convention must neces- 
sarily take place in separate districts. From this cause 
It may readily happen, as has often been the case, that 
a minority of the people of a State or Territory are on 
one nde of a question, whilst a majority of the represen- 
tatives fh>m the several districts into which it is divided 
may be upon the other side. This arises from the fact 
that hi some districts delegates may be elected by small 
majorities. wUlst in others those of dUTerent sentiments 
may receive majorities sufficiently great not only to 
overcome the votes given for the former, but to leave 
a large majority of the whole people in direct oppo- 
sition to a majority of the delegates. Besides, our his- 
tory proves that influences may be brought to bear on 
the representative sufficiently powerful to Induce him to 
disregard the wiU of his constituents. The truth is, that 
no other authentic and satisfactory mode exists of 
ascertaining the wiU of a majority of the people of any 
State or Toritory on an important and exciting ques- 
tion like that of Slavery in Kansas, except by leaving it 
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to a direct vote. How wise, then, was it for Congress to 
pass over all subordinate and intermediate agencies, 
and proceed directly to the source of all 1 estimate 
power under our institutions I 

How vain would any other principle prove in prac- 
tice ! This may be illustrated by the case of Kansas. 
Should she be admitted into the Union with a constitu- 
tion either maintaining or abolishing Sluveiy, against the 
sentiment of the people, this could have no other effeot 
than to continue and to exasperate the existing agita- 
tion during the brief period required to make the con- 
stitution conform to the irresistible will of the majority. 

The friends and supporters of the Xebraslca and Kan- 
sas act, when struggling on a recent occasion to sustain 
its wise provisions before the great tribunal of the Ame- 
rican people, never diflSsred about its true meaning on 
this subject. Everywhere throughout the Union they 
publicly pledged their faith and their honor that they 
would cheerfully submit the question of j^lavery to the 
decision of the honajide people of Kansas, without any 
restriction or qualification whatever. All were cordially 
united upon the great doctrine of popular sovereignty, 
which Is the vital principle of our free Institutions. Had It, 
then, been insinuated from any quarter that it would be 
a sufficient compliance with the requisitions of the or- 
ganic law for the members of a convention, thereafter to 
be elected, to withhold the question of Slavery from the 
people, and to substitute their own will for that of a 
legally-ascertained majority of all their constituents, this 
would have been instantly rejected. Everywhere they 
remained true to the resolution adopted on a celebrated 
occasion recognizing *' the right of the people of all the 
Territories — including Kansas and Nebraska, acting 
through the legally and fairly expressed will of a major- 
ity of actual residents, and whenever the number of 
their inhabitants justified it — to form a constitution wittk 
or without Slavery, and be admitted into the Union 
upon terms of perfect equality with the other States." 

The Convention to frame a constitution for Kansas 
met on the first Monday of September last. They were 
called together by virtue of an act of the Territorial 
legislature, whose lawful existence had been recognized 
by Congress in different forms and by different enact- 
ments. A large proportion of the citizens of Kansas did 
not think proper to register their names and to vote at 
the election for delegates ; but an opportunity to do this 
having been fairly afforded, their refusal to avail them- 
selves of their right could in no manner affect the legal- 
ity of the convention. 

This Convention proceeded to frame a constitution for 
Kansas, and finally adjourned on the 7th day of No- 
vember. But little difficulty occurred in the Convention, 
except on the subject of Slavery. The truth is, that the 
general provisions of our recent State constitutions are 
so similar, and, I may add, so excellent, that the differ- 
ence between them is not essential. Under the earlier 
practice of the Government, no constitution framed by ' 
the convention of a Territory preparatory to its admis- 
sion into the Union as a State had been submitted to the 
people. 1 trust, however, the example set by the last 
Congress, requiring that the constitution of Minnesota 
" should be subject to the approval and ratification of 
the people of the proposed State," may be followed on 
future occasions. I took it for granted that the Conven- 
tion of Kansas would act in accordance with this exam* 
pie, founded as it is, on correct principles ; and hence 
my instructions to Governor Walker, in favor of sub- 
mitting the constitution to the people, were expressed in 
general and unqualified terms. 

In the Kansas-Nebraska act, however, this require- 
ment, as applicable to the whole constitution, had not 
been inserted, and the Convention were not bound by 
its terms to submit any other portion of the instrument 
to an election, except that which relates to the ** domes- 
tic institution " of Slavery. This will be rendered clear 
by a simple reference to its language. It was " not to 
legislate Slavery into any Territory or State, nor to 
exclude It therefrom, but to leave the people thereof per- 
fectly free to form and regulate their domestic Institu- 
tions in their own way." According to the plain eon- 
structlon of the sentence, the words " domestic institu- 
tions " have a dbrect as they have an appropriate refer- 
ence to Slavery. " Domestic institutions " are limited to 
the family. The relation between master and slave and 
a few oUiers are ^^ domestic institutions," and are en- 
tirely distinct ftrom institutions of a political character. 
Besides, there was no question then before Congress, nor 
Indeed has there since been any serious question before 
the people of Kansas or the country, except that which 
relates to the " domestic institution " of Slavery. 

The Convention, after an angry and excited debate, 
finally determined, by a majority of only two, to submit 
the question of Slavery to the people, though at the last 
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On the 2iidof Feb., ISGS, the Freddeat tnuw- 
mitted to CoDgresa Ihc LecomptoD ConfltituUon, 
Rccomp&oied by a special Meu^e KtodbIj 
urging tbe admiauonof Kansaaua State ondei 
'" ioD. (Tbe following ii a brief 
regai-d to the origin of the Lft- 
iiupLuu vuuetitutioa ;) 
The first Territori&l LegiaUture passed an mot 
18G6 to take the senae of the people on tlie 
call of a Conventian to form s State Connitn- 
tiou, at the election in Oct., 1866. Aoeordinglj, 
an election vas held at which about 2,600 Totei 
were polled, tbe Free-State men not TOting. At 
this electioD, a new legislature was elected, ill 
Pro.Slaverj, whicli met in Jan., 18S7, and in 
conformitj with Clie vote of S.SOO at the preced- 
ing October election, passed anitctproTidingfor 
the electjon of delegates on the 16th of June, 
lo meet in couTention in Se.pteinber following, 
^oon after this, Oor. Wallier went 10 Kanaat, 
ind published an address to the people in whieb 
lie aaeured them of his detcrniinatioQ to nae 
every means in his power to prevent all disorder 
' violence. He persuaded the Free-State men 
JO to the polls and vote. An objectioa 
which they urged was, that in 19 out of tba SS 
counties no registry had been made, and that in 
15 out of the 19 no census had been taken, m 
Lhat it was imposuble for the people to rote ill 
:hose counties. These facts are conflrmed b; 
3oT. Waliter and BecreUry Stanton, 

The election for delegates to the Conrention 
WBB held on the lEth of June. The Free-State 
:iien did not vote, for the reason just meationed, 
^nd also (as they stated,) that they had no coofi- 
dence in the ofBoers who were to bold Che elec- 
n, and because tbe Constitution vhich might 
formed, must, in the opinion of Got. Walker, 
submitted to a vote of all the people for rati- 
fication or rejection, whether they voted at thla 
lection or not. The entire Tote for delegate* 
as only about 2,200. 

Tba delegates elected assembled in Conren- 
□n at Lecompton, Sept. Gth, but soon adjourned 
Ter to October, to awut the result of the Ter- 
torial Election on the first Monday of that 
month. At this Territorial Election, both par- 
ed candidates. At the reqneet of 
OoT. Walker, 2,000 U. S. troops were in the Ter- 
ritory, and they were stationed bo as to proteet 
the polls as much as possible. Over elnren 
thousand votes were polled, after rejeotinK 
fraudu leu I and irregular, 1,600 ot whieR 
were returned from the Oifocd precinct, where, 
tccording to the census, there were but 48 ToteiB, 
,nd twelve hundred from MoGeo Oount;, whM 



MR. BUCHANAN'S LECOMPTON MESSAGE. 



117 



CO poll was opened. The result of this election 
was, the Free-State party carried the legislature 
and the delegate to Congress. 

The Convention reassembled in October, ac- 
cording to adjournment, and formed the Gonsti- 
tatlon now so famous as the Lecompton Consti- 
tution. When it became known that the Con- 
Tention had refused to submit the entire con- 
stitution to a vote of the people for ratification 
or rejection, and had submitted only a proposi- 
tion in regard to Slavery, and that in a form and 
under a test oath which would prevent the Free- 
State people from voting, there was great excite- 
ment in the Territory, threatening bloodshed. 
Under these circumstances. Acting Gov. Stanton 
called (Gov. Walker had resigned) an extra ses- 
sion of the Territorial Legislature. The legisla- 
ture assembled Dec. I'Ttb, and passed an act to 
submit the Lecompton Constitution fairly to a 
Tote of the people on the 4th of January next, 
following, the time fixed by the Lecompton con- 
Tention for the election of State officers under 
that constitution. 

On the 21st of Dec, the vote was taken in the 
manner prescribed by the Convention, and re- 
sulted as follows : 



** For the constitation with Slavery " . 
** For the constitodoQ without Slavery " 



6,266 
567 



Total vote 6,798 

Jan. 4th, 1858, in accordance with the act of 
the Territorial Legislature, the people voted as 
foUows : 

For the Lecompton Constitution with Slavery . 188 

" " " without " . 24 

Against the Lecompton Constitution .... 10,226 

Being over ten thousand majority against the 
Lecompton Constitution. 

paESioiNT Buchanan's lkcompton messagk. 

The following is the President's special Mes- 
sage, of Feb. 2nd, 1858. 

I have received from J. Calhoun, Esq., President of the 
late OonsUtutional Gonyention of Kansas, a copy duly 
owtiAed by himself, of the Constitution framed by that 
body, with the expression of the hope that 1 would sub- 
mit the tame to the consideration of Congress '* with the 
view of the admission of Kansas into the Union as an 
Independent State." In compliance with this request, I 
herewith transmit to Congress for their action the Con- 
■titntion of Kansas, with the ordinance respecting tlie 
imblie lands, as well as the letter of Mr. Culiioun, dated 
at Lecompton, on the 14ih ult., by which they were ac- 
companied. Having received but a single copy of the 
ConiUtation and ordinance, I send this to the Senate. 

▲ great delusion seems to pervade the public mind in 
relation to the condition of parties in Kansas. This arises 
frcMD the difficulty of inducing the American people to 
roallie the fact that any portion of them should be in a 
■Ute of rdlHsllion against the Government under whicli 
they live. When we speak of the afTairs of Kansas, we 
are apt to refer merely to the existence of two violent 
political parties in that Territory, divided on the question 
of Slavery, Juat as we speak of such parties in the States. 
Thtai pretents no adequate idea of the true state of the 
cmae. Hie dlvidiog line there is not between two politi- 
cal parties, both acknowledging the lawful existence of 
the Government, but l>etween those who are loyal to this 
Ctovemment and those who have endeavored to destroy 
Ita existence by force and by usurpation— between those 
who aastain, and those who have done all in their power 
to overthrow, the Territorial Government established by 
Oongresa. Tnis Government they would long since have 
subverted had It not been protected from their assaults by 
the troops of the United States. Such has been the con- 
dition of affairs since my inauguration. Ever since that 
ptflod, a large portion of the people of Kansas have been 
in a state of rebellion against the Government, with a 
military leader at tlieir head, of most turbulent and dan- 

Groos character. They have never acknowledged, but 
,Te constantly renounced and defied, the Government 



to which they owe allegiance, and have been all the time 
in a state of resistance against its authority. They have 
all the time been endeavoring to subvert it and to estab- 
lish a revolutionary Government, under the so-called 
Topeka Constitution, in its stead. Even at this very 
moment, tlie Topeka Legislature are in session. Who- 
ever has read the correspondence of Gov. Walker with 
the State Department, recently communicated to the 
Senate, will be convinced that this picture is not over- 
drawn. Ue always protested against the withdrawal 6f 
any portion of the military force of the United States 
from the Territory, deeming its presence absolutely 
necessary for the preservation of the regular Govern- 
ment and the execution of the laws. In his very first 
dispatch to the Secretary of State, dated June 2, 1857, be 
says : 

"The most alarming movement, however, proceeds from 
the assembling, on the 9th of June, of the so-called Topeka 
Legislaiuro, with a view to the enactment of an entire code of 
laws. Of course, it will be my endeavor to prevent such a 
result, as it would lead to inevitable and disastrous collision, 
and in fact renew the civil war in Kansas." 

This was with difficulty prevented by the efforts of 
Governor Walker ; but soon thereafter, on the 14th of 
July, we find him requesting General Harney to furnish 
him a regiment of dragoons to proceed to the city of 
Lawrence, and this for the reason that he had received 
authentic intelligence, verified by his own actual obser- 
vation, that a dangerous rebellion had occurred, involv- 
ing an open defiance of tlie laws, and the establishment 
of an insurgent government in that city. In the Gover- 
nor's dii>patch of July 15, he informs the Secretary of 
State that 

" TJiis movement at Lawrence waathe beginning of a plan, 
originating in that city, to organize Insurrection throughout 
the Territory, and especially in all towns, cities and counties 
where the Kepublican party have a nuvjority. Lawrence is 
the hotbed of all the Abolition movements in tliis Territoiy. 
It id the town established by the Abolition Societies of the 
East, and, wliile there are respectable people there, it is filled 
by a considerable number of mercenaries, who are paid by 
Abolition Societies to perpetuate and dUTuse agitation through- 
out Kansas, and prevent a peaceful settlement of this ques- 
tion. Having failed in inducing their own so-called Topeka 
State Legislature to organize this insurrection, Lawrence has 
commenced it herself, and, if not arrested, the rebellion will 
extend throughout the Territory." 

And again : 

" In order to send this comraimlcatlon immediately by mall, 
I must close, assuring you that the spirit of rebellion pervades 
the great mass of die Republican party of this Territory, 
instigated, as I entertain no doubt they are, by Eastern So- 
cieties, having in view results most disastrous to the Govern- 
ment and the Union ; and tliat the coutlnued presence of Gen. 
Harney Is indispensable, as was orlghially stipulated by me, 
with a large body of dragoons and several batteries." 

On the 20th of July, 1857, Gen. Lane, under the 
authority of tlie Topeka Convention, undertook, as Gen. 
Walker informs us, 

"To organize the whole Free-State party Into volunteers, 
and to take the names of all who refuse enrolment. The pro- 
fussed object was to protect the polls at the elections. In 
August, of a new Insurgent Topeka State Legislature. The 
object In taking the names of all who refuse enrollment Is to 
If rrlfy the Free-Siate Conservatives into submission. This is 
proved by the recent atrocities committed on such men by the 
Topekaltes. The speedy location of large bodies of regular 
troops here with two batteries Is necessary. The Lawrence 
Insurgents await the developments of this new military organ- 
ization." 

In the Governor's dispatch of July 2T, he says that 

" Gen. Lane and his stall everywhere deny the authority of 
the Territorial laws, and counsel a total disregard of these 
enactments." 

Without making further quotations of a sindlar charac- 
ter from other dbpatches of Governor Walker, it appears, 
by reference to Secretary Stanton's communication to 
Gen. Cass on the 9th of December last, that 

" The Important Rtep of calling the legislature together was 
takon after I (h.') had berome satisfiMd that the election ordered 
by ihrt (.'otiveniion on the 2lRt of i)«cember could not be con- 
ducted without collision and bloodshed." 

So intense was the disloyal feeling among the enemies 
of the Government established by Congress, that an 
election which afforded them opportunities, if in the ma- 
jority, of making Kansas a Free State according to their 
own expressed desire, could not be conducted without 
collision and bloodshed. The truth is that, up to the 
present moment, the enemies of the existing government 
still adhere to their Topeka revolutionary constitution 
and government. The very first paragraph of the mes- 
sage of Gov. Itobinson, dated the 7th of December, to ttic 
Topeka Le^lature, now assembled at Lawrence, con- 
tains an open defiance of the laws and Constitution of 
the United States. The (Governor says : 

••The Oonvoutlon whl'-h frani 'd th<' Topeka Consti'u'ion 
originated with the pK^oi)le of liLujisas THrritory. They 
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Tulsed the Union and shaken it to the very center. Thla 
was the question which had lighted the flames of civil 
war in Kansas and had produced dangerous secllonal 
parties throughout the confederacy. It was of a cliarac' 
ter BO paramount in respect to the condition of Kansas, 
aa to rivet the anxious attention of the people of the 
whole country upon it and it alone — no person thought 
of any other question. For my own part, when I in- 
■tmcted Governor Wallcer in general terms in favor of 
snbmltting the constitution to the people, I had no 
ottject in view except the all-absorbing question of 
Slavery. In what manner the people of Kansas might 
regulate their other concerns, was not the subject which 
attracted my attention. In fact, the general provisions 
of oar recent istate constitutions, after an experience of 
eighty years, are so similar and excellent that it would 
be difficult to go far wrong at the present day in framing 
a new constitution. I then believed, and still believe, 
that, under the organic act, the Kansas Convention 
were bound to submit this all-important question of 
Slavery to the people. It was never, however, my 
opinion that, Independently of this act, they would have 
been bound to submit any portion of the constitution to 
a popular vote in order to give it validity. Had I enter- 
tamed such an opinion, this would have been in opposi- 
tion to many precedents in our history, commencing in 
the very best age of our Republic. It would have been 
In opposition to the principle which pervades our insti- 
tutions, and which is every day carried into practice, 
that tiie people have a right to delegate to the repre- 
sentatives chosen by themselves their sovereign power 
to firame constitutions, enact laws, and perform many 
other important acts, without requiring that these should 
be Bul^ected to their subsequent approbation. It would 
be a piost inconvenient limitation of tlieir own power, 
Imposed by the people upon themselves, to exclude 
thorn from exercising their sovereignty in any lawful 
nuurner which they thinlc proper. 

It is true that the people of Kansas might, if they had 
pleased, have required the Oonvention to submit the con- 
■tltation to a popular vote, but this they have not done. 

The only remedy, therefore, in this case is that which 
•xbts in all other similar cases. If the delegates who 
firamed the Kansas Constitution have in any manner 
▼iolated the will of their constituents, the people always 
peesess the power to change their constitution or laws 
aocording to their own pleasure. The question of Slavery 
was snbimtted to an election of the people on the 21st of 
December last, in obedience to the mandate of the Con- 
Tention. Here, again, a fair opportunity was presentei 
to the adherents of the Topeka Constitution, if they were 
the majority, to decide this exciting question ** in their 
own way," and thus restore peace to the distracted Ter- 
ritory ; but they again refused to exercise the right of 
Popular Sovereignty, and again sufifered the election to 
pass by default. I heartily rejoice that a wiser and bet- 
ter spirit prevailed among a large majority of these 
people on the first Monday in January, and that they 
did on that day vote under the Lecompton Constitution 
tor a Governor and other State officers, a member of 
Ctongress, and for members of the Legislature. This 
election was warmly contested by the parties, and a larger 
TOte polled than at any previous election in the Territory. 
We may now reasonably hope that the revolutionary 
Topelca organization will be speedily and finally aban- 
doned, and this will go far toward a final settlement of the 
anhappy differences in Kansas. If frauds have been com- 
mitted at this election by one or both parties, the legisla- 
tare and people of Kansas, under their constitution, will 
kiH>w how to redress themselves and punbh these detesta- 
ble but too common crimes without outside interference. 

The people of Kansas have, then, " in their own way," 
and in strict accordance with the organic act, framed a 
Oonstitntion and State Government, have submitted the 
•11-tmportant question of Slavery to the people, and have 
•lected a Governor, a member to represent them in 
Oongren. members of the State Legislature and other 
Btata officers ; and they now ask admission into the 
Union nnder this constitution, which ia republican in its 
fbnn. It is for Congress to decide whetlier they will 
admit or reject the State which has thus been created. 

Vor my own part, I am decidedly in favor of its admis- 
■lon, and thus terminating the Kansas question. This 
will carry out the great principle of Non-intervention 
recognized and sanctioned by the organic act, which 
declares in express language in favor of the nou-inter- 
Tention of Congress with Slavery in the States and 
Territories, leaving the people " perfectly free to form 
and regulate their domestic institutions in their own way, 
•nbject only to the Constitution of the United States." In 
this manner, by localizing the question of Slavery and 
eonllning it to the people who it immediately concerned, 
•▼ery patriot anxiously expected that this question would 



be banished firom the halls of Congress, where it has 
always exerted a baneful influence throughout the whole 
country. 

It is proper that I should briefly refer to the election 
held under the act of the Territorial Legislature on the 
first Monday of January last on the Lecompton Consti- 
tution. This election was held after the Territory had 
been prepared for admission into the Union as % Sove- 
reign State, and when no authority existed in the Terri- 
torial Legislature which could possibly destroy its exist- 
ence or change its character. The election, which was 
peaceably conducted under my instructions, involved 
strange inconsistencies. A large majority of the persons 
who voied against the Lecompton Constitution were at 
the same time and place recognizing its valid existence 
in the most solid and authentic manner by voting under 
its provisions. I have yet received no official informa- 
tion of the result of this election. 

As a question of expediency, after right has been 
maintained, it may be wise to refiect upon the benefits 
to Kansas and the whole country that will result from 
its immediate admission into the Union, as well as the 
disasters that may follow its rejection. Domestic peace 
will be the happy consequence of the admission, and that 
fine Territory, which has hitherto been torn by dissen- 
sions, will rapidly increase in population and wealth, and 
speedily realize the blessings and comforts which follow 
in the train of agricultural and mechanical industry. 
The people, then, will be sovereign, and can regulate 
their a£fairs in their own way. If the majority of them 
desire to abolish domestic Slavery within the State, there 
is no other possible mode by which it can be effected so 
speedily as by prompt admission. The will of the 
majority is supreme and irresistible, when expressed in 
an orderly and lawful manner. It can make and un- 
make constitutions at pleasure. It would be absurd to 
say that they can impose fetters upon their own power 
wliich they cannot afterward remove. If they could do 
this, they might tie their own hands just as well for a hun- 
dred as for ten years. These are the fundamental princi- 
ples of American freedom, and are recognized, I believe, 
in some form or other by every State constitution ; and 
if Congress, in the act of admission, should think proper 
to recognize them, I can perceive no objection. 

This has been done emphatically in the constitution of 
Kansas. It declares in its bill of rights that '* All politi- 
cal power is inherent in the people," and all free govern- 
ments are founded on their authority and instituted for 
tlieir benefit and therefore have at all times an inalien- 
able and indefeasible right to alter, reform and abolish 
their form of government, in such manner as they may 
tiiink proper. The great State of New-York is at this 
moment governed under a constitution framed and estab- 
lished in direct opposition to a mode prescribed by the 
previous con:>titiition. If, therefore, a provision chang- 
ing the constitution of Kansas after the year 1864. could 
by possibility be construed into a prohibition to make 
such change previous to that period, this prohibition 
would be wholly unavailitig. The legislature already 
elected may, at its very first session, submit the question 
to a vote of the people, whether they will or not have a 
convention, to amend their constitution, and adopt all 
necessary means for giving effect to the popular will. It 
has been solemnly adjudged, by the highest judicial tri- 
bunal known to our laws, that Slavery exists in Kansas 
by virtue of the Constitution of the United States. 
Kansas is therefore at this moment as much a Slave State 
as Georgia or South Carolina. Without this, the equality 
of tlie Sovereign States composing the Union would be 
violated, and tlie use and enjoyment of a Territory ac- 
quired by the common treasure of all the States, would 
be closed against the people and property of nearly half 
the members of the Confederacy. Slavery can, therefore, 
never be prohibited in Kansas, except through the means 
of a constitutional provision ; and in no other manner can 
this be obtained so promptly, if the majority of the people 
desire it, as by admitting her into the Union under her 
present constitution. On the other hand, should Con* 
jrress rejf'Ct the constitution, under the idea of affording 
the disaffected in Kansas a third opportunity to prohibit 
Slavery in the State, which they might have done twice 
before if in the majority, no man can foretell the conse- 
quences. If Congress, for the sake of those men who re- 
fused to vote for delegates to the convention, when they 
might have excluded Slavery from the constitution, and 
who afterward refused to vote on the 21st of December, 
when they might, as they claim, have stricken Slavery 
from the constitution, should now reject the State be- 
cause Slavery remains in the constitution, it is manifest 
that the agitation upon this dangerous subject will be re- 
newed in a more alarming form than it has ever yet 
assumed. Every patriot in the country had indulged the- 
hope that the Kansas-Nebraska Act would hare pot a. 
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fliial end to the SlaTery agitation, at least in OonKress, 
which had for more than twenty years convulsed the 
Goantry and endangered the Union. This act involved 
great and fundamental principles, and, if fairly carried 
Into effect, will settle the question. Should agitation be 
apiUi revived— should the people of sister States be again 
estranged from each other with more than their former 
bitterness — this will arise from a cause, so far as the in- 
terests of Kansas are concerned, more trifling and in- 
significant than has ever stirred the elements of a g^'eat 
people into commotion. To the people of Kansas, the 
only practical difference between admission or r^'ection, 
depends simply upun the fact whether they can them- 
selves more speedily change their present Constitution if 
it does not accord with the will of the majority, or frame 
a second Constitution to be submitted to Congress here- 
after. 

Even if this were a question of mere expediency and 
not of right, a small difference of time one way or the 
other, is not of the least importance, when contrasted 
with the evils which must necessarily result to the whole 
country from the revival of the Slavery agitation. 

In considering tliis question, it should never be for- 
gotten that in proportion, to its insignificance, let the 
decision be what it may, so far as it may affect a few 
thousand inhabitants uf Kansas, who have from the be- 
ginning resisted the Constitution and ttie laws, for this 
Tery reason the rc>jecli(>n of the Constitution will be so 
much the more iceenly felt by the people of fourteen 
States of the Union wliere Slavery is recognized under 
the Constitution of tlie United States. 

Again the speedy admission of Kansas into the Union 
will restore peace and quiet to the whole country. 
Already the affairs of this Territory have engrossed an 
undue proportion of public attention. They have sadly 
affected the friendly relations of the people of the States 
with each other and alarmed tiie fears of patriots for the 
safety of the Union. Kansas once admitted into the 
Union, the excitement becomes localized and would soon 
die away for want of outside aliment, and then every 
difficulty could be settled by the ballot-box. Besides, 
and no trifling consideration, I shall then be enabled to 
withdraw the troops from Kansas, and employ them on a 
service where they are nmcli needed. They have been 
kept there on the earnest importunity of Governor 
Walker, to maintain the existence of the Territorial 
Government, and secure the execution of the laws. He 
considered at least two thousand regular troops, under 
the command of General llarncy, were necessary for this 
purpose. Acting upon his reliable information, I have 
been obliged in some degree, to interfere with the ex- 
pedition to Utah in order to keep down the rebellion in 
Kansas. This has involved very heavy expenses to the 
Government. Kansas once admitted, it is believed there 
will no longer be occasion there for the troops. 

I have thus performed my duty on tiiis important 
question under a deep sense of my responsibility to God 
and to the country. My public life will terminate in a 
brief period, and I have no other object of earthly ambi- 
tion than to leav^ my country in a peaceful and pros- 
perous condition, and to live in the affections and 
respect of my countrymen. The dark and ominous 
clouds now impending over the Union I conscientiously 
believe will be dissipated with honor to every portion of 
it by the admission of Kansas during the present session 
of Congress ; whereas, if she should be rejected, I greatly 
fear these clouds will become darker and more ominous 
than any which have ever yet threatened the Constitu- 
tion and the Union. (Signed) Jauks Buchanan. 

The Lecompton Constitution contains a pro- 
Tision on the subject of Slavery, as follows : 

8LAVBRT. 

S 1. The right of property is before and higher than 
any constitutional sanction, and the riglit of the owner 
of a slave to such a slave and its increase is the same, 
And is inviolable, as the right of the owner of any pro- 
perty whatever. 

S 2. The Legislature shall have no power to pass laws 
for the emancipation of slaves without the consent of 
their owners, or without paying their owners, previous 
to emancipation, a full equivalent in money for the 
alaves so emancipated. They shall have no power to 
|»revent emigrants to the State from bringing with them 
Buch persons as are deemed slaves by Uie laws of any 
one of the United States or Territories so long as any 
persons of the same age or description shall be continued 
alaves by the laws of this State ; provided, that such 
person or slave be the bona fide property of such emi- 
grant; HXi& provided^ also, that laws may be passed to 
prohibit the introduction of slaves into this State who 
have committed high crimei in other States or Territories. 



They shall have power to permit the ownen of alaTW to 
emancipate them, saving the rights of orediton, and 
preventing them from becoming a public charge. Tluj 
shall have power to oblige the owners of slaves to trest 
them with humanity — ^to provide for their neoessaiy food 
and clothing— to abstain ft-om all ii^nries to then, 
extending to life or limb— and, in case of negleek or 
refusal to comply with the direction of such laws, to 
have such slave or slaves sold for the beaeflt of tbe 
owner or owners. 

S 8. In the prosecution of slaves for crimes of hlf^ier 
grade than petit larceny, the Leg^lature shall have no 
power to deprive them of an impartial trial by a jMtU 
jury. 

$ 4. Any person who shall dismember or deprtre a 
slave of life shall suffer such punishment as would be 
inflicted in case the like offense had been committed Ml 
a free white person, and on the like proof, except In oase 
of insurrection of such slave. 

This provision, and this proviuon alone, it 
was finally determined by a close Yote to sub* 
mit to the registered electors. For this purpose, 
by the terms of a schedule annexed to the 
Constitution, an election was to be held on the 
21sl of December. The ballots cast were to be 
indorsed either " Constitution with Slavery," or 
'* Constitution with No Slavery." Thus to have 
the privilege of voting No Slavery, it was still 
made necessary to vote for the Constitution, 
beside which, all persons offering to vote mast^ 
if challenged, " take an oath to support the 
Constitution if adopted." 

If the number of votes *' for the Constitution 
without Slavery" should be a majority, then 
the schedule provide.^, that *^ The rights of 
property in slaves now in the Territory, shall 
in no manner be interfered with." Making it 
impossible to abolish Slavery. 

This schedule, as if with a direct yiew of 
superseding the Territorial Legislature and 
Congressional delegate elect, further provided 
that the Constitution shall be in force "after 
its ratification by the people" (without waiUng 
for the approval of Congress) a State election 
to be held on the first Monday in January, 
1 858, for the choice of a Governor, Lieutenant- 
Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor, State 
Treasurer, and members of the Legislature, and 
also a member of Congress. It also provided 
(as if to deprive the Territorial Legislature of 
all power of acting) that all laws in force not 
repugnant to the Constitution shall continne 
until altered, amended or repealed by a Legis- 
lature assembled under the provisions of this 
Constitution ; and that all officers, civil or 
military, under the authority of the Territory 
of Kansas, shall continue to hold and exercise 
their respective offices until superseded by the 
authority of the State : the first meeting of the 
State Legislature to take place upon the issue 
of a proclamation by the President of the 
Convention, upon the receipt of official inform 
mation that Congress has admitted Kansas into 
the Onion. A provision is also iuserted in- 
tended to prevent any amendment previous to 
the year 1864, and then only upon the concur- 
rence of two-thirds of the members of both 
houses, and ** a majority of all the citizens of 
the State." 

LECOMPTON AUD ENGLISH BILLS. 

The following record of the action of Congress 
on the admission of Kansas under the Leoomp* 
ton Constitution, will be interesting for future 
reference. 
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PravioiM to taking this TOte, Mr. Crittenden 
moTed a eubstiCute for the bill, in substance, 
tbat the Constitution be submitted to the people 
at once, and, if appraied, the President to 
admit Kanans by proclamation. If rejected, 
the people to call a Convention nod frame a 
Constitutioo. The substitute mitde special pro- 
vision against frauds at the eioction. 

This Bubstitnte was ioat: Yeas, 2* ; Nays, 34. 

On the first of April, tbe bill was taken up in 
the House and read once, when, its second 
reading having been objected to by Mr. Gid- 
dinga, the question recurred under tbe rule, 
Sball the bill be rejected F A vote was taken 
and resulted, Teas, 9S ; Nays, 137. 

Mr. Montgomery, of Pa., offered a9 a substi- 
tute, tritb sbght ^teratioos, the bill which Mr. 
Crittenden had offered in the Senate. Mr. 
Quitman, of Mississippi, also offered a substitute, 
which was the same as tbe Senate bill, with tb« 
omission of the declaratory clause, " that tbe 
people shall have the right at all times to alter 
or amend the Constitu^on in such manner as 
they think proper," etc. 

Mr. Quitman's substitute vas lost — Yeas, 72 ; 
Nays, 160, the yeas being all from the Slave 
States, and Mr. Montgomery's was adopted, 120 
to 112. 
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The foUan'[ng are the Yeas and Naya : 

Illibois.— ffirtu Wothburna, Fami>cori\, Lowtaf, 
Keaoga, HanH, Harrii, Sbav, Robert Smith, Bun. B. 
Manhell— g. 

iHDiiHi BngUih, to\ey,EUaore,J. Q. DaTb, IFUnm, 

Oi'ji™, Cati, feail—S. 

Umi.—Cartli. T. IkKi$—i. 

KIKTUCET.— UHDIRWDOD, HUHFHHII MtllSBIU^-a . 

liUniK.— Wooa, Oilman, Abbi4t, Marat, I. WaA- 
(ume, Foeler—i. 

MlBTHBD.— RlCitm, J. M. HiBBIS, H.WlSUR DlTIB— iL 

MisaicBDanra.— fl'oU, Bafflnton, Damrell, CUm-iM, 
Bi<,'linaame, Daeit, Ooodi, Knapp, Thayer, OkaJ**, 
Hatces-M. 

i-lKBiats.—naviardiWaldron^'WaViridge, Leaei — 1 



Niw-YOBK.— HaBlrin, H. F, Clark. Xnrrav, T^lsn^Moa, 
OUti, Dodd, Palmer, Spinner, Clart B. Oettieam*, 
Jfern, Maftie^n, Semeo, Chedmn, Board, O ramgir 
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Mffffot^ PotiUf Parker^ KeUey^ Andrews, Sherman, 
BurroughB, FenUm—TB, 

Ohio. — Pendleton, Groesbeck, Campbell, Nichole, 
Mott, Cockerill, Harlan, Camion, Hall, Hort<m<Cox, 
iSBUrmaa, BUsa, Tompkins, Lawrence, LeiUr, Wade, 
Oidding», Bingham— 19. 

PsNNSTLTANiA.— jSI J. Jforris, Owen Jones, Hickman, 
Roberts, Kunkel, Grow, Edie, Covode, Montgomery, 
BUchie, Purvianoe, Stewart, JHck, Chapman.— 14. 

Rhode Island. — Durfee, Brapion—2. 

"Vkrmoht.— WaUon, Morrill, Royce—Z. 

ytiscGBSis.— Potter, C C. Wdshbume, BiUinghurst-^ 
8.— Totol, 120. 

HATS. 

Alabama. — Stallworth, Shorter, Dowdell, Moore, Hous- 
ton, Cobb, Curry— T. 

Arkahsas.— Greenwood, Warren— 2. 

California. —Scott— 1. 

CoKHKCTicuT.— Arnold, Bishop — ^2. 

Dhlawab*.— Whiteley — ^1. 

Florida. — Hawkins— 1 . 

Gboroia.— Seward, Crawford, Trippr, Gartrell, Wright, 
Jadcson, Hill, Stephens— 8. 

iMDLiKA — Niblack, Hughes, Gregg— 8. 

Kkmtuckt.— Burnett, Peyton, Talbott, Jewett, Elliott, 
Clay, Mason, Stevenson — 8. 

L[>ui8iANA.— Edstis, Taylor, Davidson, Sandidge— 4. 

Maryland. — Stewart, Kunkel, Bowie— 8. 

MissouRL — ^Andbrson, Clark, Craig, Woodson, Phelps 
— 5u 

Mississippi.— Lamar, R. Davis, Barksdale, Singleton, 
Qnitman — 5. 

Nrw-JBRSBT.— Huyler, Wortendyke— 2. 

North Carolina. — Shaw, Rufiin, Winslow, Branch, 
Scales, Craige, Clingman— 7. 

New- TouK.— Searing, Taylor, Sckles, Kelly, Blaclay, 
John Cochrane, Ward, Russell, Coming, Hatch — 10. 

Ohio.- Miller, Burns — ^2. 

PBVHSTLVANIA. — ^Florence, Landy, Phillips, Glancy 
Jones, Leidy, Dimmick, White, AU, Gillis, Reilly, De- 
wart— 11: 

South Carolina.— McQueen, Miles, Keltt, Bonham, 
Boyce— 6. 

Tknmbssbb. — ^Watkins, Matnard, S. A. Smith, Savage, 
Rbadt, Jones, Wright, Zolliooffbr, Atkins, Avery — 10. 

Texas.- Bryan, Keagan— 2. 

YlROiNiA.— Garnet, Millson, Caskie, Goode, Bocock, 
Powell, Smith, Faulkner, Letcher, Clemens, Jenkins, £d- 
mandson. Hopkins— 18. Total, 112. 

wl^Acn^— Caruthers (Mo.) 

RKOAPITULATION. 

Teas. 
Repablicana, 92 ; Democrats, 22 ; Americans, 6. Total 
—ISO. 

Kays. 
Democrats, 104 ; Americans, 8. Total— 112. 

The bill having been returned to the Senate 
on the second day of April, Mr. Oreen moved 
to disagree to the House amendtuent which 
motion was adopted : Teas, 34, Nays, 22. 

The following are the Nays : 

Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, Col- 
lamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Fessenden, 
Poot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Seward, Sim- 
mons, Stuart, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson. 

In the House of Representatives, on the 'Tth 
of April, Mr. Montgomery, of Pennsylvania, 
moYed that the House adhere to its amend- 
ment, which motion was carried, Yeas, 119, 
Kays ] 1 1 — the vote being the same as on the 
adoption of the amendment, with the exception 
of iiessrs. Marshall and Bowie, who paired off 
and did not Yote. 

On the 13th of April, the Senate Toted to in- 
flbt and ask for a -conference committee, Yeas, 
f(0, Nays, 24— the Nays being the same as the 
Nays on Mr. Greenes motion to disagree, with 
the addition of Messrs. Bell and Sumner. On 
the following day, the House receiTed a mes- 
sage.from the Senate insisting on its ^Usagree- 
ment and asking a committee of oonferenoo, 
when Mr. Montgomery, of Pa., moTed that 
Hoose insist on its adherence, on iHikh ~ 



manded the previous question. The call for the 
previous question was lost by the casting vote 
of the Speaker : 108 to 108. Very much to 
the surprise of the House, Mr. English, of Indi- 
ana, who had acted with the Anti-Lecompton 
party up to this time, moved that the House 
agree to a Conference Committee, and that a 
committee of three be appointed by the 
Speaker to meet a similar committee of the 
Senate, and on this he called for the previous 
question, which was ordered. The Yeas and 
Nays were called, and .the vote stood 108 to 
108 : the Speaker voting in the affirmative, Mr. 
Englishes proposition was agreed to. The Yeas 
and Nays were as follows : 

Yba 8.— Messrs. Ahl, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barks- 
dale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Bryan, Burnett, Burns, Carutbers, Caskie, Clark (Mo.), 
Clay, Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, John Cochrane, Craig 
(Mo ), Craige (N. C), Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis 
(Miss.), Dewart, Dowdell, Edmundfton, Elliot, English, 
Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Garnett, Gartrell, Goode, 
Greenwood, Gregg, Hall (Ohio), Hatch, Hawkins, Hill, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, 
Jones (Tenn.), J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, 
Kelly, Kunkel (Md.), Lamar, Landy, Leidy, Letcher, 
Maulay, McQueen, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Miller, Mill- 
son, Moore, Niblack, Orr, Pendletun, Peyton, Phelps, 
Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, liuflBn, Rus- 
sell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Searing, Se\Tard, 
Shaw (N. C), Shorter, Singleton, Smith (Teun.), Smith 
(Va), Stall wo: th, Stephens, Stevenson, Stewart (Md.), 
Talbott, Taylor (N. Y.), Tilppe, Ward, Warren, Watkins, 
White, Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, Wright (Ga.), 
Wright (Tenn.), ZolUcoffer— 109. 

[The four in italics had hitherto voted anti-Lecomp- 
ton.] 

Nats. — Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Bray ton, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
Burroughs, Campbell Case, Chaffee, Chapman, Clark 
Conn.), Clark (N. Y.), Clawson, Cockeiill, Colfax, Com- 
ins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Curtis. Damrell, Davis (Md.), 
Davis (Ind.), Davis (Mass.), Davis (Iowa;, Dawes, Dean, 
Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Farnsworth, Fenton, Foley, 
Foster, Giddings, Gllroan, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, 
Groesbeck; Grow, Hall (Mass.), Harlan, Harris (Md.), 
Harris, (111.), Haskin, Hickman, Hoard, Ho: ton, Howard, 
Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, Lawrence, Leiter, Lovejoy, Mar- 
shall (Ky.) Marshall (111.), Matteson, Montgomery, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Morris (Penn.,) Morris (111.), Morse (Me.), 
Morse (N. Y), Mott, Murray, Nichols, Palmer, Pettit, 
Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rob- 
bins, Rovce, Shaw (111.), Sherman (Ohio), Sherman 
(N. Y.>, Smith (III.), Spinner, Stanton, Stewart (Penn.), 
Tappau, Thompson, Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Walton, Washburne (UL), Washbume 
(Me.), Wilson, Wood— lOS. 

The following, not voting, had paired off: 

Adrain with Iluyler, Dimmick with McKibbhi, Gillis 
with Roberts, Clark B. Cochrane with Sickles, Reilly 
with Thayer, Taylor (La.) with Kunkel (Pa.), Wash- 
bume (Wis.) with Arnold, Olin with Corning. White- 
ley, absent. 

The Committee of Conference was composed 
of Messrs. James S. Green, (Mo.), Robert M. T. 
Hunter, (Va ), and William H. Seward, (N. Y ), 
of the Senate ; and Messrs. William II. English, 
(Ind.), Alexander H. Stephens, (Ga.), and Wil- 
liam A. Howard, (Mich-), on the part of the 
House. 

On the 23d of April, the Committee made 
their report (susceptible of various interpreta- 
tions), Messrs. Seward of the Senate, and How- 
ard, of the House, dissenting. After a running 
fight of a week between the friends and oppo- 
nents of the new scheme, on the 30th of April, 
the report of Jjhe Ckm imittee was adopted bj 
boCh iMiMHMHHHMk It was as follows : 

BksU €f Kansas 

' th* Territory 

MMmbled 
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pose, form for themselyes a constitution and State 
goremment, which constitution is republican; and 
wKer^cu^ at the same time and place, said convention 
did adopt an ordinance, which said ordinance asserts 
that Kansas, when admitted as a State, will have an un- 
doubted right to tax the lands within her limits belongs 
ing to the United States, and proposes to relinquish said 
asserted right if certain conditions set forth in said or- 
dinance be accepted and agreed to by the Congress of 
the United States ; and toher&aa^ the said constitution 
and ordinance have been presented to Congress by order 
of said convention, and admission of said Territory into 
the Union thereon as a State requested ; and whereas, 
said ordinance is not acceptable to Congress, and it is 
desirable to ascertain whether the people of Kansas 
concur in the changes in said ordinance, hereinafter 
stated, and desire admission into the Union as a State 
as herein proposed : Therefore, 

£6 U enacted^ etc,^ That the State of Kansas be, and 
is hereby admitted into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original States, in ail respects whatever, but 
upon this fundamental condition precedent, namely : 
That the question of admission with the following pro- 
position, in lieu of the ordinance Aramed at Lecompton, 
be submitted to a vote of the people of Kansas, and 
assented to by them or a majority of the voters voting 
at an election to be held for that purpose, namely : 
That the following propositions be, and the same are 
hereby offered to the people of Kansas for acceptance 
or rejection, which, if accepted, shall be obligatory on 
the United States and upon the said State of Kansas, to 
wit: First, That sections mumber sixteen and thirty- 
six in every township of public lands in said State, or 
where either of said sections or any part thereof has 
been sold or otherwise disposed of, other lands equiva- 
lent thereto, and as contiguous as may be, shall be 
granted to said State for the use of schools. JSeeond, 
That seventy-two sections of land shall be set apart and 
reserved for the support of a State University, to be 
selected by the Governor of said State, subject to the 
approval of the Commissioners of the General Land- 
Oflice, and to be appropriated and applied in such man- 
ner as the legislature of said State may prescribe for 
the purpose aforesaid, but for no other purpose. Thirds 
That ten entire sections of land, to be selected by the 
Governor of said State, in legal subdivisions, shall be 
granted to said State for the purpose of completing the 
public buildings, or for the erection of others at the seat 
of government, under the d rection of the legislature 
thereof. Fourth^ That all salt springs within said State, 
not exceeding twelve in number, with six sections of 
land adjoining, or as contiguous as may be to each, 
shall be granted to said State for its use, the same to be 
selected by the Governor thereof, within one year after 
the admission of said State ; and, when so selected, to be 
used or disposed of on such terms, conditions and regu- 
lations as the legislature may direct : Provided^ That 
no salt spring or land, the right whereof is now vested 
in any Individual or individuals, or wliich may hereafter 
be confirmed or adjudged to any individual or indivi- 
duals, shall by this article be granted to said State. 
Fiflh^ That five per centum of the net proceeds of sales 
of all public lands lying within said State which shall be 
sold by Congress after the admission of said State into 
the Union, after deducting all the expenses incident to 
the same, shall be paid to said State for the purpose of 
making public roads and internal improvements, as the 
legislature shall durect : Provided^ The foregoing pro- 
positions herein offered are on the condition that said 
State of Kansas shall never interfere with the primary 
disposal of the lands of the United States, or with any 
regulations which Congress may find necessary for 
securing the title in said soil to bona Jlds purchasers 
thereof, and that no tax shall be imposed on lands be- 
longing to the United States, and that in no case shall 
non-resident proprietors be taxed higher than residents. 
Sixths And that said State shall never tax the lands or 
property of the United States in that State. 

At the said election tlic voting shall be by ballot, and by 
indorsing on his ballot, as each voter may be pleased, 
"Proposition accepted," or "Proposition rejected." 
Should a majority of the votes cast be for " Proposition ac- 
cepted," the President of the United States, as soon as the 
fact is duly made known to him, shall announce the same 
by proclamation ; and thereafter, and without any further 
proceedings on tlie part of Congress, the admission of the 
State of Kansas into tlie Union upon an equal footing with 
the original States in all respects whatever shall be com- 
plete and absolute ; and said State shall be entitled to one 
member in the House of KepresentativeB in the Congress 
of tlie United States until the next census be taken by the 
Federal Government. But should a majority of the votes 
cast be for " Proposition rejected," it shall be deemed and 



held that the people of Kansas do not desire admimnnn into 
the Union with said Constitution under the condiUont mI 
forth in said proposition : and in that event the people of 
said Territory are hereby authorised and empowered to 
form for themselves a Constitution and State GoTenunent, 
by the name of the State of Kansas, according to the Fed- 
eral Constitution, and may elect delegates for tnat puxpoie 
whenever, and not before, it is ascertained by a ceosiv 
duly and legally taken, that the popidation of said Terri- 
tory equals or exceeds the ratio of representation required 
for a member of the House of Representatives of the Con- 
gress of the United States ; and whenever thereafter such 
delegates shall assemble in Convention, they shall first de- 
ternune by a vote whether it is the wish of the people of 
the proposed State to be admitted into the Union at Umt 
time ; and, if so, shall proceed to form a Constitution, and 
take all necessary steps for the establishment of a State 
Government, in conformity with the Federal Constitution, 
subject to suchlunitations and restrictions as to the mode and 
manner of its approval or ratification by the people of the 
proposed State as they may have prescribed by law, and 
shall be entitled to admission into the Union as a State un- 
der such Constitution, thus fairly and legally made,wUhor 
without Slavery, as said Constitution may prescribe. 

§ 2. And be it farther enacted^ That for the pur- 
pose of bisuring, as far as possible, that the elections au- 
thorized by this act may be fair and free, the Grovemor, 
United States District Attorney, and Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, and the presiding oflBcers of the two 
branches of its Legislature, namely, the President of the 
Council and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
are hereby constituted a board of Commissioners to cany 
into effect the provisions of tills act, and to use all the 
means necessary and proper to that end. And three of 
them shall constitute a board ; and the board shall have 
power and authority to designate and establish precincti 
for voting or to adopt those already established ; to cause 
polls to be opened at such places as it may deem proper in 
the respective coimties and election precincts of siUd Ter- 
ritory ; to appoint as judges of election at each of the 
several places of voting, three discreet and respectaUo 
persons, any two of whom shall be competent to act ; tc 
requu-e the sheriffs of the several counties, by themselves 
or deputies, to attend the judges at each of tlie places of 
voting, for the purpose of preserving peace and good or- 
der ; or the said board may, instead of said sherillis anc 
their deputies, appoint at their discretion, and in such in 
stances as they may choose, other fit persons for the samt 
purpose. The election hereby authorized shall coutiuuc 
one day only, and shall not be continued later than sun 
down on that day. The said board shall appoint the da> 
for holding said election, and the said Governor shall au 
nounce the same by proclamation ; and the day shall bt 
as early a one as is consistent with due notice thereof to 
the people of said Territory, subject to the provisions of 
thi^ act. The said board shall have full power to prescribe 
the time, manner, and place of said election, and to direct 
the time (within) which returns shall be made to the said 
board, wliose duty it shall be to announce the result by 
proclamation, and the said Governor sliall certify the same 
to the President of the United States without delay. 

§ 8. And be it further enacted^ That in the election 
hereby authorised, all white male inhabitants of said Ter* 
ritory, over the age of twenty-one years, who possess the 
qualifications which were required by the laws of said Ter- 
ritory for a legal voter at the last general election for the 
members of the Territorial Legislature, and none others, 
shall be allowed to vote ; and this shall be tlie only qualifi- 
cation required to entitle the voter to the right of suffrage 
in said election. And if any person not so qualified 'shaD 
vote or offer to vote, or if any person shall vote more tiuui 
once at said election, or shaU make, or cause to be made, 
any false, fictitious, or fraudulent returns, or shall alter or 
change any returns of said election, such person sliall, up- 
on conviction thereof before any court of competent Jniii* 
diction, be kept at hard labor not less than six mouths and 
not more than three years. 

§ 4. And be it farther enacted^ That the members 
of the aforesaid board of commissioners, and all persons 
appointed by them to carry into effect the provisions of 
this act, shall, before entering upon their duties, take an 
oath to perform faithfully the duties of their respective 
offices : and on failure thereof, they shall be liable and 
subject to the same charges and penalties as are provided 
in like cases under the Territorial laws. 

§ 5. And be it farther enacted^ That the officers 
mentioned in the preceding section stiall receive for tlieir 
services the same compensation as is given for like servicrs 
under the Territorial laws. 

The vote in the Senate, on agreeing to the Conference Com- 
mittee's Report, stood — Yeas, 80 ; Nays, 22 ; as follows : 

Ykas. — Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bcpjamin, Biglur, Bij.'v'}', 
Bright, Brown, Clay, Davis, £vans, Fitzpatrick, Gre«.ii, 
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Chrln, Hammond, Honston, Honter, Irerson, Johiuon (Ark) 
Jdmson (Tezm.), JoDes, Eemiedy, Mallory, Mason jE^olk, 
TttA, Sebastian, Thompson (N. J.), Toombs, Wright, Yulee. 

Nats. — Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Colla- 
mer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doollttle, Doaglas, Durkee, 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Uarlan, King, 
Seward, Simmons, Staart, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson. 

Paired.— Bell with Pearce, Fitch with Sumner. 

Absknt.— Clark, Bates, Henderson, Reid, Thompson 
'.Ky.), SUdelL 

bi the House, on the final vote, among those who had 
voted against the original Lecompton Bill and who now 
supported the English scheme, were Gilroer, Am., of N. C, 
and the following Democrats, viz. : English and Foley, 
of Ind ; Cockerill, Cox, Groesbeck, Hall, Lawrence and 
Pendleton, of Ohio; and Owen Jones, of Pa. Gen. 
Quitman, of Mississippi, and Mr. Bonham, of S. C, fire 
eaters, voted No, and the following members *' paired 
off," viz. : Washburn (Wis.) with Arnold ; Matteson with 
Keoben Davis; Purviance with Dimmick; Morrill with 
Faulkner; Horton with Hill; J. C. Kunkel with Miles 
Taylor; Montgomery with Warren; Thompson with 
Stewart (Md.) ; and Wood with George Taylor. 

In accordance with this act of Congress, 
the people of Kansas went into an election on 
the 8d of August, 1858. Notwithstanding the 
liberal offers in regard to donations to Kansas 
of public lands, in this bill, and the threat that 
if the people did not accept a State Government 
with tStie Lecompton Constitution, they should 
not be permitted to come in as a State with 
any Constitution, till they should have a full 
population of 93,840, still, the Lecompton Con- 
stitation was again rejected by more than ten 
thousand majority. This may be regarded as 
the final disposition of this famous Constitution. 
From first to last, it had been the cause or the 
subject of more speeches in Congress than any 
measure ever brought before that body. 

THE WYANDOT CONSTITUTION. 

The Territorial Legislature passed an act 
(Feb. 11, 1869) to refer the question to the 
people of a new Constitutional Convention, the 
election to be held on the first Tuesday in 
March, 1859. The election was held, and 
resulted in a majority of 8,881 in favor of a 
Convention. This result being ascertained, the 
Governor issued his proclamation for an elec- 
tion of delegates. The old party organizations 
were now abandoned, and those of Kepublicans 
and Democrats substituted, and it was on this 
basis that the canvass for the election of dele- 
gates proceeded. The Convention was to 
consist of fifty-two delegates. The Democrats 
proclaimed themselves disciples of Mr. Douglas 
and his Territorial Sovereignty doctrine, and 
decidedly opposed to making Kansas a Slave 
State. The Leavenworth district, where, 
through its contractors for army supplier, the 
Government exercised a great influence, and 
which from its population was entitled to ten 
delegates, elected the Democratic ticket, not, 
however, without the aid of fraudulent votes. 
But the Republicans, by their predominance in 
otlier parts of the Territory, succeeded in 
securing a majority in the Convention of thirty- 
five to seventeen. 

The Convention met at Wyandot on the 5th 
of July, and adjourned on the 27th of the same 
month, after adopting a Countitution by a vote 
of thirty-four to thirteen, all the Democrats 
present voting against it and refusing to sign 
it. They had strenuously contended, in the 
Convention, for the annexation to Kansas of 
that part of Nebraska south of the Platte ; for 



retaining as a part of the new State the western 
gold region about Pike's Peak, which was 
beginning to attract great numbers of immi- 
grants; for the exclusion from the State of 
free negroes, and for the prohibition of bank 
issues, but had been defeated as to all these 
points. 

By the Constitution, as adopted, the bounda- 
ries of the new State were declared to be the 
State of Missouri on «the east, the 87 th parallel 
of north latitude on the south, the 41st parallel 
of north latitude on the north, and the 28d 
meridian of longitude west from Washington 
on the west. The western boundary cuts off 
the Pike's Peak region and the desert which 
bounds it on the east, and limits the new State 
to the habitable eastern portion of the Terri- 
tory, embracing an area of some sixty thousand 
square miles. The Executive is to consist of a 
Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor, Attor- 
ney-General, and Superintendent of Public 
Schools, to be chosen by the people, and to 
serve for two years. The House of Represen- 
tatives is to consist of seventy-five members, to 
serve one year, and the Senate of twenty-five 
Senators, to serve two years, the numbers to be 
regulated hy law, but never to exceed one 
hundred Representatives, and thirty -three Sena- 
tors. The pay is to he three dollars a day and 
fifteen cents per mile travel. All bills must 
originate with the House, and no act can in- 
clude more than one subject. The Supreme 
Court is to consist of three Judges, to be 
chosen by the people, to hold office for six 
years, one to go out every two years. There 
are to be five District Judges, to be chosen by 
the people of their respective districts, and to 
serve for four years. Each county is to choose 
a Judge of Probate, to serve for two years, 
and each township is to choose Justices of the 
Peace, to serve also for two years. Elections 
are to be by ballot Every white male adult 
who is a citizen of the United States, or who has 
declared his intention to become one, having 
been a resident in the State for six months, and 
in the precinct for thirty days, is entitled to vote. 

The State is prohibited from becoming a 
party in carrying on any work of internal im- 
provement, nor can any debt, to exceed a mil- 
lion of dollars, be contracted, unless the ques- 
tion be previously submitted to, and the debt 
authorized by, a popular vote ; and in all cases 
a special tax must be levied sufficient to pay the 
interest and provide a sinking fund adequate 
to meet the principal when it becomes due. All 
corporations, banks included, must be estab- 
lished under general laws only, and the corpo- 
rators made liable to twice the amount of their 
stock. The sale of lottery tickets is prohibited. 
The schedule annexed to the Constitution 
claimed of Congress $500,000, or in lieu there- 
of 600,000 acres of land, to meet the claims 
audited to nearly that amount for losses in- 
curred by citizens of Kansas during the late 
troubles. The Commissioners had declined to 
entertain the claim of the New-England Emi- 
grant Aid Society, to the amount of $25,000, 
for the destruction of their hotel at Lawrence, 
on the ground that they had no authority to 
act on any claims except those presented by 
citizens of Kansas, and the Convention de- 
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clioed to go bejODd the report of tbe 



A grant is asked from Congreaa of 4,f-b(\i)W 
■crea of land for interaal improveinoiits, uhu 
the Bwamp lands of the State to be appropnaLiitl 
u a school fund. 

Frefiied to the Conetilution is a Bill of 
Rlgiita, which includes a prohibilicii of Skvery. 
Tliis Bill of Rights also provides tlial no person 
shall be lucompetent to jeetifj on accoutil of 
hia religious belief. 

By a piovision of the schednte, thia Conslitu- 
::on was submitted to B popular vote on the 
first Tuesday in October, which resulted in its 
latification by the people bj a majority of some 
four thousand. The Temtorial election in 
NoTcmber attracted but little interest frnm thi; 
general expectation of the admisaion of the 
State under the new Conatitntion. The Repub- 
licans, howevep, succeeded in electing their 
delegate to Congress and a majurlty of the 

The first State Election wider this Constitu- 
tion was held December 6, 1856, and resulted 
in the election of Charles Robinson (Rep.) na 
Governor by 2613 majority. Martin F. Con- 
way (Bep.) for Congress by 2107 nmjorlty, and 
the entire Republican ticket for State officers 
by majorities ranging from 20O0 to 2, BOO, also 
a Legislature which wa« Republican in both 
branches bj very decided majorttifs. 

Feb. 15— Mr. Grow introduced in the House, 
a bill to admit Kansas under the Wyandot Con- 
stitution. Referred to Committee on Territo- 
ries, which (March 2Bth) reportei! (majoritj) 
through Mr. Grow in favor of admission. 

April 11, — Mr. Grow demanded the Previous 
Queation on the paaaage of the Bill, whii 
was seconded, end the main question ordered. 

Mr, Barksdale, demanded the Yeas and Kays 
— ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided ii 
the nlfirmative : Yeaa, 134 ; Naya, 7.1, ag follows 



Divia, Simtmd»e», XngUA Ondlaaa), OantM, Ov- 
treU, OtLim, SamiUlm, Hiunvii, Jo\n T. ttarrit, 
irau>l:ini, HiLi., fiiwlfflao, BOxttkxi, Bughti JoBlf 
ton, JaiUitt, JaiMI, XtUt, Lamar, Ima U. Luca, 
Ltate. Leva, Hiluibt, HimaD, Vd^iiun. MeRat, 
Itiltt.JHUmn, Liaia T, Uoobe, Saamham Moort Sof 
taii,i>beU.Pua\.HcitiBi.Beagan Bumn, SmU (Oti.), 
aiclctti (N, ¥.), «m™, Mnvlitm. Wm. £mit\. W. N. H. 
BHim, StallviorlA, BUneaaon, Broui, TAomat, Vin^ 
Whtielv, WtMltxc, WoodKm. 
DemncrslB, In Italia, (3 from Free Stateil, . . U 
Ameikans, in aHiu. cafb {ill from Sliive Slates), IB 

Totil, JJ 

FiiBED— D a V i I (Indiana), wtth i>;t«;iM. 
Bhennan wlUi Hiriub, ot Md. 
WadewlUiPBBtoB, 
Bmnea witli ilcClag (N.T.) 
VanWjckwllh Vnairaood. 
Burroughi hUIi iMamcUt. 
Absot Unpiiaan— Ainto tiUi), Zandruot, XarMu, 
[Va.), K-aniO. 

Senate, Feb. 21at.— Mr. Sewardintroduced * 
bill for the admission of Eanaas under the 
Wyandotte Constitution. 

On the 5th Juue, this bill being under con- 
sideration, 



; Ashley, Babbitt. £arr, i 



1, Blair (Pa.), B 



le, Stt! 






K, John OnArrm 
UOTode, Ckn, GurtiB, _ _ . _ 
(OD. Bdnardi. dUnt. Ely, B 



, FouAe, Frank, French, C 
m'»n.'lTo''arf''ffoi™n!fl™aJvi|OWoi,IT..m|ilirV,l 

Lee,Li^an,LcnffnecVer,Loomia.LoveJa/, Manton, C^^u. 
D, Martin. UcCltmand, HcKean, McKulihl, UcPher* 
HD, ITm. Monlaomiinr, ^«>rehnd, UsftIII, Bdirata Joy 
MorrlK, Iiaac 2f. Morrlt, Mone, SUitaak, NIidh, OUn, 
Palmer, />(nrfiiton, Perrj, Petllt, Porter, Potter, Pottle, 
Rice, R I £ g 9. Cbriatopher RobbHOD, Jama O. Eobia- 
aon. Royce, Bchwarti, Bcnnton, Sedgwick, Bpaulf 
Inj;, Spinner. Hlanlon, Btenni, Wm, BMvarl, jttsuf, SIral 
ton, Tappui, Tb&yer, Thealier. Tompldns, Trsin, TrimbU 
Yallandigham, Vandever, Verree, Wuldron, Wullon 
C. C IVaahbum, E. B, Waahbume. Israel Wiuihhum, Web- 
arsn, Wells, Wilson, Wisdom, Wood, WODdruI: 

SemiicraU(froniFree^tatei,).'ln'Aa^j'.' '. ', 



, _ _. % Clopitm, Cobb.' Jam/i 

Surtoa Oraigt, Orau^brd, Ourrir, Davidaa, U 



r. WIgfall 



e admission ot tHH lo- 
lOlwllllDg Texas ahoald 

nenl would be to detail 
e Ihe eubject, and take 



Id mep 
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that lleiere fuRh (Dem,, Ohio) and Latham (Dem,, 

Keiinedf (B. Am., Md.) r6led with the tiemoGrau! 
Mesan. Crittenden (S. Am., Ky.). Douglsa, Clay, (Dm. 
Ala), andNlcholson(I)eni.,Tenn)were absent. Hew*. 
Douglaa and Clay were paired. 
Bo the motlDO to ponpone, and iilis up tb« Anaj 



IS lost — as foilowfl ; 



Klne,^h, a. 
oral's, (BIgler 






on. (Tenn, 






&; Demo- 

'jtoh. FlUpaufdtl 
■y. Mason Hlohol^ 
■on; Toombs^ Wl^iil, Yulee.^^riAll DemowBU.] 

Mr, Douglae wa.i paired with Mr. Clay; 
Crittenden (Am.), with Johnson, of Ark., Ken- 
nedy and Saulsbury abaeul. 

So both Houses adjourned and left Euum 
still in the oondilioa of a Territory. 
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SPEECH OF THE HON. ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 

At SpringMd, lU., June 11, 1858. 



[The following speech was delivered at Springfield, 111., at 
the close of the Kepubllcan State Convention neld at that 
time and place, and by which Convention Mr. Lincoln had 
been named as their candidate for U. S. Senator.] 

Mr. Prbsidknt, and Gbntlbmkn or thb Convention : 
If we could first know where we are, and whither we 
ure tending, we could better judge what to do, and how 
to do it. We are now far into the fifth year, since a 
policy was initiated with the avowed object, and confi- 
dent promise, of putting an end to Slavery agitation. 
Under the operation of that policy, that agitation has 
not only not ceased, but has constantly augmented. In 
my opinion, it will not cease, until a crisis shall have 
been reached and passed. *' A house divided against 
itself cannot stand." I believe this government cannot 
endure permanently half slave and half ft'ee. I do not 
expect t||« TTni^ n to be dissolv ed — I do not expect the 
house to fall— but ld6 MpeUl it will cease to be divided. 
It will become all one thing, or all the other. Either the 
opponents of Slavery will arrest the further spread of it, 
and place it where the public mind shall rest in the be- 
lief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction ; or its 
advocates will push it forward, till it shall become alike 
lawftil in all the States, old as well as new — North as 
well as South. 

Have we no tendency to the latter condition ? 

Let any one who doubts, carefully contemplate that 
now almost complete legal combination — piece of ma- 
chinery, so to speak— compounded of the Nebraska 
doctrine, and the Dred Scott Decision. Let him con- 
sider not only what work the machinery is adapted to 
do, and how well adapted ; but also, let him study the 
history of its construction, and trace, if he can, or rather 
taXLf if he can, to trace the evidence of design, and con- 
cert of action, among its chief architects, from the be- 
ginning. 

The new year of 1854 found Slavery excluded from 
more than half the States by State Constitutions, and 
firom most of the national territory by Congressional 
prohibition. Four days later, commenced the struggle 
which ended in repealing that Congressional prohibition. 
This opened all the national territory to Slavery, and 
was the first point gained. 

But, so far. Congress only had acted : and an indorse- 
ment by the people, real or apparent, was indispen- 
sable, to save the point already gained, and give chance 
for more. 

This necessity had not been overlooked ; but had 
been provided for, as well as might be, in the notable 
ailment of "squatter sovereignty,'' otherwise called 
*• sacred right of self-government," which latter phrase, 
though expressive of the only rightful basis of any gov- 
ernment, was so perverted in this attempted use of it as 
to amount to just this : That if any one man choose to 
enslave anot/terj no third man shall be allowed to 
object. That argument was incorporated into the Ne- 
braska bill itself, in the language which follows : **■ It 
b^ng the true intent and meaning of this act not to 
legislate Slavery into any Territory or State, nor to ex- 
clude it therefrom ; but to leave the people thereof per- 
fectly free to form and regulate their domestic institu- 
tions in their own way, subject only to the Constitution 
of the United States." Then opened the roar of loose 
declamation in favor of '^Squatter Sovereignty," and 
** sacred right of self-government." *^ But," said oppo- 
sition members, *^ let us amend the bill so as to expressly 
declare that the people of the Territory may exclude 



Slavery." " Not we," said the friends of the measure ; 
and down they voted the amendment. 

While the Nebraska bill was passing through Congress, 
a law case involving the question of a negro's freedom, 
by reason of his owner having voluntai ily taken him 
first into a Free State and then into a Territory covered 
by the Congressional prohibition, and held him as 
a slave for a long time in each, was passing through 
the United States Circuit Court for the District of Mis- 
souri ; and both Nebraska bill and law suit were brought 
to a decision in the same month of May, 1854. The 
negro's name was " Dred Scott," which name now desig- 
nates the decision finally made in the case. Before the 
then next Presidential Election, the law case came to, 
and was argued in, the Supreme Coprt of the United 
States ; but the decision of it was deferred until after 
the election. Still, before the election, Senator Trum- 
bull, on the floor of the Senate, requested the leading 
advocate of the Nebraska bill to state hii opinion 
whether the people of a Territory can constitutionally 
exclude Slavery from their limits; and the latter an- 
swers : "That is a question for the Supreme Court." 

The election came. Mr. Buchanan was elected, and the 
indorsement, such as it was, secured That was the second 
point gained. The indorsement, however, fell short of 
a clear popular majority by nearly four hundred thou- 
sand votes, and so, perhaps, was not overwhelmingly 
reliable and satisfactory. The outgoing President, in 
his last annual message, as impressively as possible, 
echoed back upon the people the weight and authority 
of the indorsement. The Supreme Court met again ; 
did not announce their decision, but ordered a re-argu- 
ment. The Presidential inauguration came, and still no 
decision of the court ; but the incoming President in his 
inaugural address, fervently exhorted the people to 
abide by the forthcoming decision, whatever it might 
be. Then in a few days, came the decision. 

The reputed author of the Nebraska bill finds an 
early occasion to make as peech at this capital, indors- 
ing the Dred Scott decision, and vehemently denounc- 
ing all opposition to it. The new President, too, seizes 
the early occasion of the Silliman letter to indorse and 
strongly construe that decision, and to express his aa* 
tonishment that any different view had ever been enter- 
tained ! 

At length a squabble springs up between the President 
and the author of the Nebraska bill, on the mere ques- 
tion of fact, whether the Lecompton Constitution was or 
was not, in any just sense, made by the people of Kan- 
sas ; and in that quarrel the latter declares that all he 
wants is a fair vote for the people, and that he cares not 
whether Slavery be voted doion or voted up. 1 do not 
understand his declaration that he cares not whether 
Slavery be voted down or voted up, to be intended by 
him other than as an apt definition of the policy he 
would impress upon the public mind— the principle for 
which he declares he has suffered so much, and is ready 
to suffer to the end. And well may he cling to that 
principle. If he has any parental feeling, well may he 
cling to it. That principle is the only shred left of his 
original Nebraska doctrine. Under the Dred Scott 
decision "squatter sovereignty" squatted out of ex- 
istence, tumbled down like temporary scaffolding — ^like 
the mold at the foundry served through one blast and 
fell back into loose sand — helped to carry an election, 
and then was kicked to the winds. His late joint strug- 
gle with the Republicans, against the Lecompton Con- 
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stitutlon, involves nothing of the original Nebraska doc- 
trine. That struggle was made on a point— the right of 
a people to malce their oira constitution — upon which he 
und the Republicans have never differed. 

The several points of the Dred Scott decision, in con- 
nection with Senator Douglas's " care not" policy, consti- 
tute the piece of machinery, in its present state of advance- 
ment. This was the third point gained. The working 
points of that machinery are : 

First, That no negro slave, imported as such from Af- 
rica, and no descendant of such slave, can ever be a citi- 
een of any State, in the sense of that term as used in the 
Constitution of the United States. This point is made in 
order to deprive the negro, in every possible event, of the 
benefit of that provision of the United States Constitution, 
which declares that " The citizens of each State shall be 
entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the 
several States." 

Secondly, That " subject to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States," neither Congress nor a Territorial Legislature 
can exclude Slavery from any United States Territory. 
This pohit is made in order that individual men may fill up 
the Territories with slaves, without danger of losing them 
as property, and thus to enhance the chances of perma- 
nency to the institution through all the future. 

Thirdly, That whether *the holding a negro in actual 
slavery in a Free State, makes him tree, as against the 
holder, the United States courts will not decide, but will 
leave to be decided by the courts of any Slave State the 
negro may be forced into by the master. This point is 
made, not to be pressed immediately ; but, if acquiesced 
in for awhile, and apparently indorsed by the people at an 
election, then to sustain the logical conclusion that what 
Dred Scott's master might lawfully do with Dred Scott, in 
the firee State of Illinois, every other master may lawfully 
do with any other one, or one thousand slaves, in Illinois, 
or in any other Free State. 

Auxiliary to all this, and working hand in hand with it, 
the Nebraska doctrine, or what is left of it, is to educate 
and mold public opinion, at least Northern public opinion, 
not to care whether Slavery is voted down or voted up. 
This shows exactly where we now are ; and partially, also, 
whither we are tending. 

It will throw additional light on the latter, to go back, 
and run the mind over the string of historical facts already 
stated. Several things will now api)ear less dark and mys- 
terious than they did when they were transpiring. The 
people were to be left " perfectly free," subject only to the 
Constitution. What the Constitution had to do with it, 
outsiders could not then see. Plainly enough now, it was 
an exacUy fitted niche, for the Dred Scott decision to after- 
ward come in, and declare the perfect freedom of the peo- 
ple to be just no freedom at all. Why was the amend- 
ment, expressly declaring the right of the people, voted 
down ? Plainly enough now : the adoption of it would 
have spoiled the niche for the Dred Scott decisicm. Why 
was the court decision held up ? Why even a Senator's in-, 
dividual opinion withheld, till after the Presidential elec- 
tion ? Plainly enough now : the speaking out then would 
have damaged the perfectly free argument upon which the 
election was to be carried. Why the outgoing President's 
felicitation on the indorsment? Why the delay of a re- 
argument ? Why the incoming President's advance exhor- 
tation in favor of the decision ? These things look like the 
cautious patting and petting of a spirited horse prepara- 
tory to mounting him, when it is dreaded that he may give 
the rider a fall. And why the hasty after-indorsement of 
the decision by the President and others ? 

We cannot absolutely know that all these exact adapta- 
tions are the result of preconcert. But when we see a lot 
of framed timbers, different portions of which we know 
have been gotten out at different times and places, and by 
different workmen — Stephen, Franklin, Roger and James, 
for instance — and when we see these timbers joined to- 
gether, and see they exactly make the frame of a house or 
a mill, all the tenons and mortices exactly fitting, and all 
the lengths and proportions of the different pieces exactly 
adapted to their respective places, and not a piece too 
many or too few — not omitting even scaffolding— or, if a 
single piece be lacking, we see the place in the frame ex- 
actly fitted and prepared yet to bring such piece in — In 
such a case, we find it impossible not to believe that Ste- 
phen and Franklin and Roger and James all understood 
one another from the beginning, and all worked upon a 
common plan or draft drawn up before the fijrst blow was 
struck. 

It should not be overlooked that, by the Nebraska bill, 
the people of a State as well as a Territory, were to be 
left "perfectiy free," " subject only to the Constitution." 
• Why mention a State ? They were legislating for Territo- 
ries, and not for or about States. Certainly the people of 
a State are and ought to be subject to the Constitution of 
tiie United States ; but why is mention of this lagged into 



this merely Territorial lawf Why are the people of a 
Territory and the people of a State therein lumped to- 
gether, and their relation to the Constitution therefan 
treated as being precisely the same ? VThile the opinion 
of the court, by Chief Justice Taney, in the Dred Scott 
case, and the separate opinions of all the concurring 
Judges, expressly declare that the Constitution of the 
United States neither permits Congress nor a Territorial 
Legislature to exclude Slavery firom any United States Ter- 
ritory, they all omit to declare whether or not the same 
Constitution permits a State, or the people of a State, to 
exclude it. JPaesibly, this is a mere omission ; but who 
can be quite sure, if McLean or Curtis had sought to get 
into the opinion a declaration of unlimited power in the 
people of a State to exclude Slavery ft>om their limits, just 
as Chase and Mace sought to get such declaration, in be- 
half of the people of a territory, into the Nebraska bill — I 
ask, who can be quite sure that it would not have been voted 
down in the one case as it had been in the other ? The 
nearest approach to the point of declaring the power of a 
State over Slavery, is made by Judge Nelson. He ap- 
proaches it more than once, ushig the precise idea, and 
almost the language, too, of the Nebraska act. On one 
occasion, his exact language is, ^^ except in cases where 
the power is restrained by the Constitution of the United 
States-, the law of the State is supreme over the subject of 
Slaveiy within its Jurisdiction." In what cases the power 
of the States is so restrained by the United States Consti- 
tution, is left an open question, precisely as the same 
question, as to the restraint on the power of the Territo- 
ries^gas left open in the Nebraska act. Put this and that 
togemer, and we have another nice little niche, which we 
may, ere long, see filled with another Supreme Court de- 
cision, declaring that the Constitution of the United States 
does not permit a State to exclude Slavery from its UmUsL 
And this may especially be expected if the doctrine of 
" care not whether Slavery be voted down or voted up," 
shall gain upon the public mind sufficiently to give pro- 
mise that such a decision can be maintained when made. 

Such a decision is all that Slavery now lacks of being 
alike lawful in all the States. Welcome, or unwelcome, 
such decision is probably coming, and will soon be npoii 
us, unless the power of the present political dynasty ■hall 
be met and overthrown. We shall lie down pleasant^ 
dreaming that the people of Missouri are on the yerge of 
making their State firce, and we shall awake to the reality 
instead, that the Supreme Court has made Illinois a Slave 
State. To meet and overthrow the power of that dynas^, 
is the work now before all those who would prevent that 
consummation. This is what we have to do. How can 
we best do it ? 

There are those who denounce us openly to their own 
friends, a ad yet whisper us softly, that Senator Douglas is 
the aptest instrument there is with which to effect tibut ob- 
ject. They wish us to infer all, from the fact that he now 
has a little quarrel with the present head of the dynas^ ; 
and that he has regularly voted with us on a single pointy 
upon which he and we have never diffeied. They remind 
us that he is a great man, and that the largest'of us an 
very small ones. Let this be granted. But ** a living doc 
is better than a dead lion." Judge Douglas, if not a deaa 
lion, for this work, is at least a caged and toothless one. 
How can he oppose the advances of Slavery ? He don't 
care anything about it. His avowed mission is impressim 
the " public heart " to core noVving about it. A leading 
Douglas Democratic newspaper thinks Douglas's superior 
talent will be needed to resist the revival of the AiHcan 
slave-trade. Does Douglas believe an effort to revive that 
trade is approachhig ? He has not said so. Does he reaQj 
think so ? But if it is, how can he resist it ? For years he 
has labored to prove it a sacred right of white mento tafca 
negro slaves into the new Territories. Can he possiUlj 
show that it is less a sacred right to buy them where the^ 
can be bought cheapest? And unquestionably they can 
be bought cheaper in Africa than in Virginia. He haa 
done all in his power to reduce the whole question of SUr 
very to one of a mere right of property ; and as such, hoir 
can he oppose the foreign slave-trade — ^how can he refuse 
that trade in that " property" shall be " perfectly flree *'— 
unless he does it as a protection to the home production f 
And as the home producers wHl probably not ask the pro- 
tection, he will be wholly without a ground of opposition. 

Senator Douglas holds, we know, that a man may right- 
fully be wiser to-day than he was yesterday — that he may 
rightfully change when he finds himself wrong. But can 
we, for that reason, run ahead, and infer that he vUl 
make any particular change, of which he, himself, has 
given no intimation ? Can we safely base our action upon 
any such vague inference? Now, as ever, I wish not to 
misrepresent Judge Douglas's position, question lUs 
motives, or do aught that can be personally offensire to 
him. Whenever, if ever, he and we can come together on 
principle so that our cause may have assistance from hla 
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great aUUty, I hope to hATo interposed no adventitious 
obstacle. But clearly, he is not now with us— he does not 
pretend to be— he does not promise ever to be. 

Oar cause, then, must be Intrusted to, and conducted 
by, its own undoubted friends— those whose hands are 
tree, whose hearts are in the work: — who do care for the 
result. Two years ago the Republicans of the nation 
mustered oyer thirteen hundred thousand strong. We 
did tills under the single impulse oT resistance to a common 
danger, with every external circumstaLce against us. Of 



strange, discordant, and even hostile elements, we 
gathered from the four winds, and formed and fought tiie 
battle through, under the constant hot fire of a disciplined, 
proud and pampered enemy. Did we brave all them to 
falter now? — now, when that same enemy is wavering, 
dissevered and belligerent ? The result is not doubtful. 
We shall not fail — ^if we stand firm, we ahail not fail. 
Wise counsels may accelerate, or mistakes delay it, but, 
sooner or later, the victory is sure to come. 
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SLAVERY DISCUSSED BY LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS. 

QUESTIONS Am) ANSWERS. 
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ME. LINCOLN'S SPEECH. 



At the second Joint Debate, between Mr. 
Douglas and Mr. Lincoln, at Freeport, Illinois, 
August 27th, 1858, Mr. Lincoln spoke as fol- 
lows: 

LAX>m iiTD OKHTLniKH: On Saturday last, Judge 
Dooglaa and myself first met in public discussion. He 
•p«ke one hour, I an hour and a half, and he replied for 
half and hour. The order is now reversed. 1 aiu to 
qieak an hour, he an hour and a half, and then I am to 
repbr fbr half an hour. I propose to devote myself during 
^ flrrt hour to the scope of what was brought within the 
range of his half-hour speech at Ottawa. Of course there 
waa broui^t within the scope in that half-hour's speech 
Bomething of his own opening speech. In the course of 
thai opei^g argument, Judge Douglas proposed to me 
■erea distinct interrogatories. In my speech of an hour 
and a haU^ I attended to some other parts of his speecti, 
and incidentally, as I thought, answered one of the in- 
terrogatoriet then. I then distinctly intimated to him 
that I vouM answer the rest of his interrogatories on 
condition only that he should agree to answer as many 
forme. He made no intimation at the time of the propo- 
sition, nor did he in his reply allude at all to that sugges- 
tion of mine. I do him no injustice In saying that he 
oooiqiled at least half of his reply in dealing with me as 
though I had refMtd to answer his interrogatories. I 
now propose that I will answer any of the interrogatories, 
upon condition that he will answer questions from me not 
exceeding ttie same number. I give him an opportunity 
to reapond. nie Judge remains silent. I now say that I 
will answer his interrogatories, whether he answers mine 
or not ; and that after I have done so, I shall propound 
mine to him. 

I bave supposed myself, since the organisation of the 
Bepnblican party at Bloomington, in May, 1856, bound as 
a parly man by the platforms of the party, then and since. 
If in any interrogatories which I shall answer I go beyond 
the scope of what is within these platforms, it i^ be per- 
oeiTed that no one is responsible but myself. 

HaTing said thus much, I will take up the Judge's in- 
terrogatories as I find them printed in the Chicago TirnM^ 
and answer them %¥riatUn. In order that there may be 
DO mistake about it, I have copied the Interrogatories in 
writing, and also my answers to them. The first of these 
interrogatories is in these words : 

QiMsMim I. "I desire to know whether Lincoln to-day 
atMida, aa he did in 1854, In fkvor of the unconditional repeal of 
the Fu^ve Slave lawf' 

AMmmr, I do not now. nor ever did, stand in &vor of the 
nneonditiomal repeal of the Fugitive Slave law. 

Q. S. " I desire him to answer whether he stands pledged 
to^y, aa bo did in 1861, against the admission of any more 
£lave States into the Union, even If the people want them f" 

A. I do not now, or ever did, stand pledged against the od- 
mlMAoB of any more Slave States into the Union. 

^. & ** I want to know whether he stands pledged against 
the Ti*1*^f^^*" uf a new State into the Union with such a Con- 
itimfiftn aa the people of Uiat State may see fit to make ?" 

^ I do not stand pledged against the admission of a new 
State Into the UnloD, witli such a Constitution as the people of 



that Siate may see i& to make 

o. 4. ** I want to know w 

to me aboUiioa of Slavery in t 



wh^her he stands to-day pledged 
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the Dtatrict of Columbia t 
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A, I do not stand to-day pledged to the abolition of Slavery 
In the District of Columbia. 

Q. 6. "I desire him to answer whether he stands pledged 
to the prohibition of the slave-trade between the diffierent 
States?" 

A. I do not stand pledged to the prohibition of the slave- 
trade between the different States. 

Q. 6. *' I desire to know whether he stands pledged to pro- 
hibit Slavery hi all the TerrUories of the United States, North 
as well as South of the Missouri Compromise Itnef" 

A. I am impliedly, if not expressly, pledged to a belief in 
the right and duly of Congress to proliibit Slavery in all the 
United States Territories. 

Q. 7> " I desire him to answer whether he is opposed to 
the acquisition of any new territory unless Slavery is first pro- 
hibited therein r' 

A. I am not generally opposed to honest acquisition of ter- 
ritory ; andj \fx. any given case, I would or would not oppose 
such acquisition, accordingly as I might think such acquMtion 
would or would not aggravate the Slavery question among 
ourselves. 

Now, my friends, it will be perceived upon an examina- 
tion of these questions and answers, that so far I have 
only answered that I was not pledged to this, that or the 
other. The Judge has not framed his interrogatories to 
ask me anything more than this, and I have answered in 
strict accordance with the interrogatories, and have 
answered truly tiiat I am not pledged at all upon any 
of the points to which I have answered. But I am not 
disposed to hang upon the exact form of his interrogatory. 
I am rather disposed to take up at least some of these 
questions, and state what I really think upon them. 

As to tlie first one, in regard to the Fugitive Slave Lav, 
I have never hesitated to say, and I do not now hesitate 
to say, that I think, under the Constitution of the United 
States, the people of the Southern States are entitled to a 
Congressional Fugitive Slave Law. Having said that, I 
have had nothing to say in regard to the existing Fugitive 
Slave Law, further than that I think it should have been 
framed so as to be free from some of the objections that 
pertain to it, without lessening its efficiency. And inas- 
much aa we are not now in an agitation in regard to an 
alteration or modification of that law, I would not be the 
man to introduce it as a new sut\ject of agitation upon 
the general question of Slavery. 

In regard to the other question, of whether I am 
pledged to the admission of any more Slave States into 
the Union, I state to you very frankly that I would be 
exceedingly sorry ever to be put in a position of having 
to pass upon that question. I should be exceedingly glad 
to know that tJiere would never be another Slave State 
admitted into the Union ; but I must add, that if Slavery 
shall be kept out of the Territories during the territoriid 
existence of any one given Territory, and then the 
people shall, having a fair opportunity and a clear field, 
when they come to adopt the Constitution, do such an 
extraordinary thing as adopt a Slave Constitution, unin- 
fluenced by the actual presence of the institution among 
them, I see no alternative, if we own the country, but 
to admit them into the Union. 

The third interrogatory is answered by the answer to the 
second, it being, as I conceive, the same as the second. 

The fourth one is in regard to the abolition of Slavery 
in the District of Columbia. In relation to that, I have 
my mind very distinctly made up. I should be exceed- 



180 



A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 



iogly glad to see Slavery abolished in the District of 
Oolumbia. I believe that Congress possesses the consti- 
tutional power to abolish it. Yet, as a member of Con- 
gresSf I should not, with my present views, be in favor of 
tndecivoritig to abolish Slavery in the District of Co- 
lombia, unleiis it would be upon Uiese conditions : Firet^ 
that the abolition should be gradual. Second^ tiiat it 
should be on a vote of tlie majority of qualified voters in 
the District ; and Third, tliat compensation should be 
made to unwilling owners. With these three condition?, I 
confess I would be exceedingly glad to see Congress 
abolish Slavery in the District of Columbia, and, in the 
language of Henry Clay, '* sweep from our Capital that 
foul blot upon our nation.*' 

In regard to the fifth interrogatory, I must vy here, 
that as to the question of the abolition of the slave-tiade 
between the different States, 1 can truly answer, as I 
have, that I am pledged to nothing about it. It is a 
subject to which I nave not given that mature considera- 
tion that would make me feel authorized to state a posi- 
tion so as to hold myself entirely boun«l by it. In other 
words, tiiat question has never been prominently enough 
before me to induce me to investigate whether we really 
have the constitutional power to do it. I could investigate 
It if I had sufficient time, to bring myself to a conclusion 
upon thatsubj<rct; but I have not done so, and I say so 
frankly to you here, and to Judge Douglas. I must say, 
however, tnat if I should be of opinion that Congress 
does ])ossess the constitutional power to abolish the 
slave-trade among the different States, I should still not 
be in favor of the exercise of that power unless upon 
some conservative principle as I conceive it, akin to what 
I have said in relation to the abolition of Slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

My answer as to whether I desire that Slavery should 
be prohibited in all the Territories of the United States, 
Is full and explicit within itself, and cannot be made 
clearer by any comments of mine. So I suppose in 
regard to the question whether I am opposed to the acqui- 
sition of any more territory unless Slavery is first pro- 
hibited therein, my answer is such tiiat I could add no- 
thing by way of illustration, or making myself better under- 
stood, than the answer which I have placed in writing. 

Now in all this, the Judge has me, and he has me on 
the record. I suppose he had flattered himself that I was 
really entertaining one set of opinions for one place and 
another set for another place— that I was afraid to say 
at one place what I uttered at another. What I am say- 
ing here I suppose I say to a vast audience as strongly 
tending to Abolitionism as any audience in the State of 
Illinois, and I believe I am saying that which, if it would 
be offensive to any persons and render them enemies to 
myself, would be offensive to persons in this audience. 

I now proceed to propound to the Judge the interroga- 
tories, so far as I have framed them. I will bring fur- 
ward a new installment when I get them ready. I will 
bring them forward now, only reaching to number four. 

The first one is : 

Queslion 1. If the people of Kansas shall, by means en- 
tirely uDobjeciionable in all other respects, adopt a State Cou- 
stitutiou, and ask admission into the Union under it, before 
they have the requisite number of iuhabitants according to the 
English bill— some ninety-three thousand— will you vote to 
admit them ? 

Q. 2. Can the people of a United States Territory, in any 
lawful way, against the wish of any citizen of the United 
States, exclude Slavery from its limits prior to the formation 
of a State Constiimion 1 

Q. 3. If the Supreme Court of the United States shall decide 
that States cannot exclude Slavery from their limits, are you 
in favor of acquiescing in, adopting and following fuch de- 
cision as a rule of poUiical acUon ? 

Q. 4. Are you in favor of acquiring additional territory, in 
disregard of bow such acquisition may affect the nation on the 
Slavery queslion ? 

As introductory to these interrogatories which Judge 
Douglas propounded to me at Ottawa, he read a set of re- 
solutions which he said Judge Trumbull and myself had 
participated in adopting, in the first Republican State 
Convention, held at Springfield, in October, 18M. He 
insisted that I and Judge Trumbull, and perhaps the 
entire Republican party, were responsible for the doc- 
trines contained in the set of resolutions which he read, 
and I understand that it was from that set of resolutions 
that he deduced the interrogatories which he propounded 
to me, using tiiese resolutions as a sort of authorify for 
propounding those questions to me. Now I say here to- 
day that I do not answer his interrogatories because of 
their springing at all from that set of resolutions which he 
read. I answered them because Judge Douglas thought 
fit to ask them. I do not now, nor never did, recognise 
any responsibility upon myself in that set of resolutions. 
When I replied to him on that occasion, I assured him 
that I never had anything to do with them. I repeat 
here to-day, that I never, in any possible form, had any- 
thing to do with that set of resolutions. It turns out, I 



believe, that those resolutions were never passed in anf 
Convention held in Springfield. It turns out that they 
were never passed at any Convention or any public 
meeting that 1 had any part in. I believe it turns <>ut in 
addition to all this, that there was not, in the fall of 1S&4, 
any Convention holding a session at Springfield calling 
itself a Republican State Convention; yet it is true there 
was a Convention, or assemblage of men calling them- 
selves a Convention, at Springfield, that did pass 90fne 
resolutions. But so little did I really know of tlie pro- 
ceedings of that Convention, or what set of resolutions 
they had passed, thouph having a general knowledge 
triat there had been such an assemblage of men tliere, 
that when Judge Douglas read the resolutions, I really 
did not know but they had been the resolutions pass^ 
then and there. I did not question that they were the re- 
solutions adopted. For I could not bring myself to sup- 
pose tliat Judge Douglas could say what he did upon tlds 
subject without hnowing that ii was true. I contented 
myself, on that occasion, with denying, as I truly could, 
all connection with them, not denying or affirming 
whether they were passed at Springfield. Now it turns 
out that he had got hold of some resolutions passed at 
some Convention or public meeting in Kane County. I 
wish to say here, that I don*t conceive that in any fair 
and just mind this discovery relieves roe at all. I had 
just as much to do with the Convention in Kane County 
as that at Springfield. I am just as much responsible for 
the resolutions at Kane County as those at Springfield, 
the amount of the responsibility being exactly nothing in 
eitht r case : no more than there would be in regard to a 
set of resolutions passed in the moon. 

I allude to this extraordinary matter in this canvass 
for some further purpose than anything yet advanced. 
Judge Douglas did not make his statement upon that oc- 
casion as matters that he believed to be true, but be 
stated them roundly as heinff true^ in such form as to 
pledge his veracity for their truth. When the whole 
matter turns out as ft does, and when we consider who 
Judge Douglas is— that he is a distinguished Senator of 
the United States — that he has served nearly twelve 
years as such — that his character is not at ail limited as 
an ordinary Senator of the United States, but that his 
name has become of world-wide renown — it is mosf «BS> 
traordinary that he should so far forget all the sugges- 
tions of justice to an adversary, or of prudence to him- 
self, as to venture upon the assertion of that which the 
slightest investigation would have shown him to be wholly 
false. I can only account for ids having done so upon 
the supposition that that evil genius which has attended 
him through his life, giving to him an apparent astonish- ' 
lug prosperity, such as to lead very many good men to 
doubt there being any advantage in virtue over vice — ^I 
say I can only account for it on the supposition that that 
evil genius has at last made up its mind to forsake him. 

And I may add that another extraordinary feature 
of the Judge's conduct in this canvass — made more extra- 
ordinary by this incident — is, that he is in the habit, in 
almost all the speeches he makes, of charging falsehood 
upon his adversaries, myself and others. I now ask 
whether he is able to find in anything that Judge Trum- 
bull, for instance, has said, or in anything that I have 
said, a justification at all compared with what we hare, in 
this instance, for that sort of vulgarity. 



MR DOUGLAS' EEPLT. 

Ladibs Ain> Gentlbmkm : I am glad that at last I hare 
brought Mr. Lincoln to the concliision that he had better 
define his position on certain political questions to wUch I 
called his attention at Ottawa. He there showed no dispo- 
sition, no inclination, to answer them. I did not prwent 
idle questions for him to answer merely for my gnXUkctir 
tion. I laid the foundation for those Interrf^a^toiiflB bj 
showing that they constituted the platform of the partj 
whose nominee he is for the Senate. I did not preaiuno 
that I had the right to catechise him as I saw proper, unleaa 
I showed that his party, or a majority of it, stood upon the 
platform and were in favor of the propositions upon whidi 
my questions were based. I desired simply to know, 
inasmuch as he had been nominated as the firet, last, and 
only choice of his party, whether he concurred in tho 
platform which that party had adopted for its gorem- 
ment. In a few moments I will proceed to review the 
answers which he has given to these interrogatories ; bat 
in order to relieve his anxiety I will first respond to these 
which he has presented to me. Mark you, he has not pre- 
sented interrogatories which have ever received thesan^ 
tion of the party with which I am acting, and henoe ho 
has no other foundation for them than his own curioalty. 

First, he desires to know if the people of Kansas ahin 
form a Constitution by means entirelj proper nad nnob- 
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JecUooable and ask admission into the Union as a State, 
before they have the requisite population for a member 
of Congress, whether I will vote for that admission. Well 
now, I regret exceedingly that he did not answer that 
interrogatory himself before he put it to me, in order 
that we might understand, and not be left to infer on 
which side he is. Mr. Trumbull, during the last session of 
(Congress, voted ft-om the be^nning to the end against the 
adm^ion of Oregon, although a free State, because she 
had not the requisite population for a member of Con- 
gress. Mr. Trumbull would not consent, under any cir- 
cumstances, to let a State, free or slave, come into the 
Union until it had the requisite population. As Mr. 
TrambuU is in the field, fighting for Mr. Lincoln, I would 
like'to have Mr. Lincoln answer his own question and tell 
me whether he is fighting Trumbull on that issue or not. 
But I will answer his question. In reference to Kansas, 
it is my opinion, that as she has population enough to 
constitute a slave State, she has people enough for a Free 
State. I will not malce Kansas an exceptionable case to 
the other States of the Union. I hold it to be a sound 
rule of universal application to require a Territory to 
contain the requisite population for a member of Con- 
gress, before it is admitted as a State into the Union. I 
made that proposition in the Senate in 1856, and I renew- 
ed it during the last session, in a bill providing that no 
Territory of the United States should form a Constitution 
and apply for admission until it had the requisite popu- 
lation. On another occasion I proposed that neither 
Kansas, or any other Territory, should be admitted until 
it had the requisite population. Congress did not adopt 
any of my propositions containing this general rule, but 
did make an exception of Kansas. I will stand by that 
exception. Either Kansas must come in as a Free State, 
with whatever population she may have, or the rule must 
be appliad to all the other territories alilce. I therefore 
answer at once, that it having been decided that Kansas 
has people enough for a Slave State, I hold that she has 
enough for a Free State. I hope Mr. Lincoln is satisfied 
with my answer ; and now I would like to get his answer 
to hia own interrogatory — whether or not he will vote to 
admit Kansas before she has the requisite population. 
I want to know whether he will vote to admit Oregon 
before Uiat Territory has the requisite population. Mr. 
Trumbull will not, and the same reason that commits Mr. 
Trumbull against the admission of Oregon, commits him 
against Kansas, even if she should apply for admission 
as a Free State. If there is any sincerity, any truth, in 
the argument of Mr. Trumbull in the Senate, against the 
admission of Oregon because she had not 93,420 people, 
although her population was larger than that of Kansas, 
be stands pledged against the admission of both Oregon 
and Kansas until they have 98,420 inhabitants. I would 
like Mr. Lincoln to answer this question. I would like 
him to take his own medicine. If he differs with Mr. 
Trumbull let him answer his argument against the admis- 
^n of Oregon, instead of poldng questions at me. 

The next question propounded to me by Mr. Lincoln is, 
can the people of the Territory in any lawful way, against 
the wishes of any citizen of the United States, exclude 
Kavery from their limits prior to the formation of a State 
constitution ? I answer emphatically, as Mr. Lincoln has 
heard me answer a hundred times from every stump in 
Illinois, that in my opinion the people of a Territory can, 
by lawftd means, exclude Slavery from their limits prior 
to the formation of a State constitution. Mr. Lincoln knew 
that I had answered that question over and over again. 
He heard me argue the Nebraska bill oa that principle all 
OTCr the State in 1854, in 1855, and in 1356 ; and he has no 
ezonae for pretending to be in doubt as to my position on 
that qowtion. It matters not what way the Supreme 
Ckvnrt may hereafter decide as to the abstract question 
irtiether Savery may or may not go into a Territory un- 
der ttte C«iStitution ; the people have the lawful means to 
tBEbrodnce it or exclude it as they please, for the reason 
tiiat SlaTery cannot exist a day or an hour anywhere, 
vtlefls it is supported by local police regulations. Those 
poliee regulations can only be established by the local 
teffUatnre ; and if the people are opposed to Slavery they 
wm dect representatives to that body who will by un- 
Meodly legislation effectually prevent the introduction of 
H into their midst. If, on the contrary, they are for it, 
tbeir legislation will favor its extension. Hence, no mat- 
ter what the decision of the Supreme Court may be on 
that abstract question, still the right of the people to make 
m alave Territory or a free Territory is perfect and com- 
plete under the Nebraska bill. I hope Mr. Lincoln deems 
JBIJ answer sa^factory on that point. 

In this connection, I will notice the charge which he has 
Introdaced in relation to Mr. Chasers amendment. I 
thooi^t that I had chased that amendment out of Mr. 
lineoln^s brain at Ottawa ; but it seems that still haunts 
Ml imagination, and he is not yet satisfied. I had sup- 



posed that he would be ashamed to press that qudstion 
further. He is a lawyer, and has been a member of Con- 
gress, and has occupied his time and amused you by tell- 
ing you about parliamentary proceeding. He ought to 
have known better than to try to palm off his miserable 
impositions upon this hitelligent audience. The Nebraska 
bill provided that the legislative power and authority of 
the said Territory should extend to all rightful subjects of 
legislation, consistent with the organic act and the Consti- 
tution of the United States. It did not make any exception 
as to Slavery, but gave all the power that it was possible 
for Congress to give, without violating the Constitution, to 
the Territorial Legislature, with no exception or limitation 
on the subject of Slavery at all. The language of that bill 
which I have quoted, gave the full power and the full au- 
thority over the subject of Slavery, affirmatively and ne- 
gatively, to introduce it or exclude it, so far as the Constitu- 
tion of the United States would permit. Wliat more could 
Mr. Chase give by his amendment ? Nothing. He offered 
his amendment for the identical purpose for which Mr. 
Lincoln is using it, to enable demagogues in the country 
to try and deceive the people. 

His amendment was to this effect. It provided that the 
Legislature should have the power to exclude Slavery: 
and General Cass suggested, '^ why not give the power to 
introduce as well as exclude ?" The answer was, they have 
the power already in the bill to do both. Chase was afraid 
his amendment would be adopted if he put the alternative 
proposition and so make it fair both ways, but would not 
yield. He offered it for the purpose of having it rejected. 
He offered it, as he has himself avowed over and over 
again, simply to make capital out of it for the stump. He 
expected that it would be capital for small politicans in the 
country, and that they would make an effort to deceive the 
people with it ; and he was not mistaken, for Lincoln is 
carrying out the plan admirably. Lincoln knows that the 
Nebraska bill, without Chase*s amendment, gave all tiie 
power which the Constitution would permit. Could Con- 
gress confer any more ? Could Congress go beyond the 
Constitution of the country ? We gave all a full grant 
with no exception in regard to Slavery one way or the 
other. We left that question, as we left all others, to be de- 
cided by the people for themselves, just as they pleased. 
I will not occupy my time on this question. I have argued 
it before all over Illinois. I have argued it in this beauti- 
ful city of Freeport ; I have argued it in the North, the 
South, the East, and the West, avowing the same senti- 
ments and the same principles. I have not been afraid to 
avow my sentiments up here for fear I would be trotted 
down into Egypt. 

The third question which Mr. Lincoln presented is, if the 
Supreme Court of the United States shall decide that a State 
of this Union cannot exclude Slavery from its own limits, 
will I submit to it ? I am amazed that Lincohi should ask 
such a question. (" A school-boy knows better.") Yes, a 
school-boy does know better.) Mr. Lincoln's object is to 
cast an imputation upon the Supreme Court. He knows 
that there never was but one man in America, claiming 
any degree of intellig^ce or decency, who ever for a mo- 
ment pretended such a thing. It is true that the Wash- 
ington Vhion^ in an article published on the 17th of last 
December, did put forth that doctrine, and I denounced 
the article on the floor of the Senate, in a speech which 
Mr. Lincohi now pretends was agafaist the President. 
The Union had ckdmed that Slavery had a right to go h> 
to the free States, and that any provision in the Constitu- 
tion or laws of the Free States to the contrary were null 
and void. I denounced it in the Senate< as I said before, 
and I was the first man who did. Lhicoln's friends, Trum- 
bull, and Seward, and Hale, and Wilson, and the whole 
Black Republican side of the Senate, were silent. They left 
it to me to denounce it. And what was the reply made to 
me on that occasion ? Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, got up and 
imdertook to lecture me on the ground that I ought not to 
have deemed the article worthy of notice, and ought not 
to have replied to it ; that there was not one man, wo- 
man, or child south of the Potomac, in any Slave State, 
who did not repudiate any such pretension. Mr. Uncoln 
knows that that reply was made on the spot, and yet now 
he asks this question. He might as well ask me, Suppose 
Mr. Lincoln should steal a horse, would I sanction it ; and 
it would be as genteel in me to ask him, in the event he 
stole a horse, what ought to be done with him. He casta 
an imputation upon the Supreme Court of the United 
States, by supposing that they would violate the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. I teU him that such a thing is 
not possible. It would be an act of moral treason that no 
man on on the bench could ever descend to. Mr. Lincoln 
himself, would never, in his partisan feelings, so far forget 
what was right as to be guilty of such an act. 

The fourth question of Mr. Lincoln is, are you in favor 
of acquiring additional territory, in disregard ai to how 
such acquisition may affect the Union on the fiUTery 
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^estion f This qnMtion la very Ingeniously and cun< 
ningly put 

The Black Republican creed lays it down expressly, 
that under no circumstances shall we acquire any more 
territory unless Slavery is first prohibited hi the country. 
I ask Mr. Lincoln whethA* le is in favor of that proposi- 
tion. Are you (addressing Bfr. Lincoln) opposed to the 
acquisition of any more territory, under any circum- 
stances, unless Slavery is prohibited in it ? That he does 
not Uke to answer. When I ask him whether he stands 
up to that article in the platform of his party, he turns, 
Tankee-fashioi^ and without answering it, asks me 
whether I am in favor of acquiring territory without re- 
gard to how it may affect the Union on the Slavery ques- 
tion. I answer that whenever it becomes necessary, in 
our growth and progress, to acquire more tetritory, that 
I am in favor of it, without reference to the question of 
Slavety, and when we have acquired it, I will leave the 
people flree to do as they please, either to make it slave 
or free territory, as they prefer. It is idle to tell me or 
you that we have territory enough. Our fathers sup- 
posed that we had enough when our territory extended 
to the Mississippi River, but a few years* growth and ex- 
pansion satisfied them that we needed more, and the 
Louisiana territory, from the west branch of the Missis- 
sippi to the British possessions, was acquired. Then we 
acqydred Oregon, then California and New Mexico. We 
hav^ enough now for the present, but this is a young 
and a growing nation. It swarms as often as a hive of 
bees, and as new swarms are turned out each year, there 
must be hives in which they can gather and make their 
honey. In less than fifteen years, if the same progress 
that has distinguished this country for the last fifteen 
years continues, every foot of vacant land between this 
and the Pacific Ocean, owned by the United States, will 
be occupied. Will you not continue to increase at the 
end of fifteen years as well as now ? I tell you, increase, 
and multiply, and expand, is the law of this nation*s ex- 
istence. You cannot limit this great Republic by mere 
boundary lines, saying, " thus far shalt thou go, and no 
further." Any one of you gentlemen might as well say 
to a son twelve years old that he is big enough, and 
must not grow any larger, and in order to prevent his 
growth put a hoop around him to keep him to his pre- 
sent size. What would be the result ? Either the hoop 



ncnst burst and be rent asunder, or tiie child unut dte. 
So it would be with this great nation. Wltii our natorml 
iiysrease, growing with a rapidity unknown In any other 
part of the globe, with the tide of emigration tiiat Is flM- 
uig from despotism in the old world to seek reftige la 
our own, there is a constant torrent pouring Into this 
country that requires more land, more territory upon 
which to settle, and Just as fast as our interests and our 
destiny require additional territory in the North, in the 
South, or on the Islands of the ocean, 1 am for It, and 
when we acquire it, will leave the people, according to 
the Nebraska bill, firee to do as they please on the sub- 
ject of Slavery and every other question. 

I trust now that Mr. Lincoln will deem himself an- 
swered on his four points. He racked his brain so mnch 
in devising these four questions that he exhausted him- 
self, and had not strength enough to Invent the others. 
As soon as he is able to hold a council with his advisers, 
Lovejoy, Farnsworth, and Fred Douglass, he will frame 
and propound others. (" Good, good.") You Blade 
Republicans who say good, I have no doubt think that 
they are all good men. I have reason to recollect that 
some people in this country think that Fred Douglass la 
a very good man. The last time I came here to make % 
speech, while talking ft-om the stand to you, people of 
Freeport, as I am doing to-day, I saw a carriage, and a 
magnificent one it was, drive up and take a position on 
Uie outside of the crowd ; a beautiful young lady waa 
sitting on the box-seat, whilst Fred Douglass and her 
mother reclined inside, and the owner of the carriage 
acted as driver. I saw this in your own town. (" What 
of it V) All I have to say of it Is this, that if you, Black 
Republicans, think that the negro ought to be on a social 
equality with your wives and daughters, and ride In a 
carriage with your wife, whilst you drive the team, you 
have perfect right to do so. I am told that one of Fred 
Douglass's kinsmen, another rich black negro, Is now 
traveling in this part of the State making spee<^eB for 
his friend Lincoln as the champion of black men. 
(" What have you to say against It ?") All I have to say 
on that subject is, that those of you who believe that the 
negro is your equal and ought to be on an equally with 
you socially, politically, and legally, have a right to en- 
tertain those opinions, and of course will vote for Mr. 
Lincoln. 
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POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY IN THE TERRITORIES. 

BY STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS. 



From Harper's Magazine^ 1859. 



Undbb our complex system of government It Is the first 
duty of American statesmen to mark distinctly the divi- 
ding line between Federal and Local Authority. To do 
this with accuracy Involves an inquiry, not only into the 
powers and duties of the Federal (Government under the 
Constitution, but also into the rights, privileges, and im- 
munities of the people of the Territories, as well as of 
the States composing the Union. The relative powers 
and functions of the Federal and State governments have 
become well understood and clearly defined by their 
practical operation and harmonious action for a long 
aeries of years ; while the disputed question— Involving 
the right of the people of the Territories to govern them- 
selves in respect to their local afllairs and internal polity- 
remans a firuitful source of partisan strife and sectional 
controversy. The political organization which was formed 
in 1854, and has assumed the name of the Republican 
Party, is based on the theory that African Slavery, as It 
exists in this country, Is an evil of such magnitude — 
Bocial, moral, and political— as to justify and require the 
exertion of the enUre power and influence of the Fede- 
ral Government to the full extent that the Gonstitntion, 
according to thdr interpretation, will permit for its ulti- 
mate extinction. In the platform of principles adopted 
at Philadelphia by the Republican National Convention 
in 18&6, It is aflGbrmed : 

"That the Gonstttution confers upon Congress sovereign 
power over the Territories of the United States for theh: gov- 
ernment, and that in the exercise of this power it is both the 
right and the duty of Congress to prohibit in the Territories 
those twin relics of barbarism, polygamy and Slavery.'? 

According to the theory of the Republican party there 
ii an Irrepreaaible conflict between Freedom and Slavery, 



free labor and slave labor. Free States and Slave States, 
which is Irreconcilable, and must continue to rage with 
incfeasing fury until the one shall become universal by 
the annihilation of the other. In the language of the most 
eminent and authoritative expounder of their political 
faith, 

" It is an Irrepressible conflict between opposing and endur- 
ing forces ; and it means that the United States must and will, 
sooner or later, become either entirely a slave holding natioa 
or entirely a free-labor nation. Either the cotton and rifoe 
fields of South Carolina, and the sugar plantations of Loutatana 
will ultimately be tilled by free labor, and Cliarleston and 
New-Orleans become marts for legitimate merchandise akm^ 
or else the rye fields and wheat fields of Massaehnsetta and 
New-Tork must again be surrendered by their farmera to 
slave culture and to the production of slaves, and BosUm and 
New-Tork become once more markets for trade in the bocUea 
and souls of men." 

In the Illinois canvass of 1858 the same proposition 
was advocated and defended by the distinguiahed Repub- 
lican standard-bearer in these words : 

" In my opinion it (the Slavery agitation) will not cease natil 
a crisis shall have been reached and passed. ' A House divided 
against itself cannot stand.' I believe this government can- 
not endure permanently half slave and haff tree. 1 do not 
expect tiie House to fkll, but I do expect it will cease to be 
divided. It will become all <me thing or all the other. Bithfer 
the opponents of SlaVery will arrest the further spread of it. 
and place It where the public mind shall rest in the belief tfaat 
it is in the course of ultimate extincdon, or its advocates will 
push forward till it shall become aUke lawful in all the States 
—old as well as new, North as well as South." 

Thus it will be seen, that under the auspices of a po- 
litical party, which claims sovereignty in Congreaa over 
the subject of Slavery, there can be no peace on the 



MR. DOnGLAS ON POPULAR 80TER110NTY. 



a, with lbs right ci 



On the other hmfld, II would b« 
wUla the DsDOCnillc ptHj b ■ u 
ai>fKiilUDn to the doctrlDee md nrlDciplee of the R?put>- 
hoa pikTtj, (here are ridlctl dllTercnca of opiDloD Id 

T^n lad Lmftmnilles of the people of the TeiritDilee 



nto free ud I rinoot delegate to ■ T 

b\>taeneTer "iThb proportion la u pliiiiilble u U b filUdoiu. Bat 
I ilie tcnrte of It 1> trie u a general mle. Congr™ ™- 

cinifimd on Congrrii by tkt VvKitiUiiiim 
-■- •■ fry 0>nffrMJtiiM(in«i«pri«oH6ef( 



MrM.— Thoee who believe tl 
UiUed Buta nallhar wubllih 
thaStatu or Territoila beyon 
■■(■lly ta contml It, but ■' Irai 
Mtlf rree te fOno acd regulati 
IB UMir owD way, iubleot anlj- 
DnttadBUlM" 

iSMOft<f-— Thoae who bellevi 



>e Territorial Leglsia 



ilal LeglJatDre fUli to enact the ruqulilte ta«a tor it 
IMrd!— Tboie who, while prDfeuicg to belleie Iha 






I the Om'UliUiBTi. 






Etshlbb uldfonD rules [ 



4 enrl oonforrlDg jurlAdJctlon upon Ihi 
d determine (be oaaee ae tbey ariee, rt 



D the LeiEielature ihali. bylaw, confc 
and preicrtbe the remedleS, penalUei 

It li difflmiH (0 eon'eelre bow any person who belleTt- 9 
ttU the CoDitttQtloD conferi tba right or protection I n 
•bemjannent of riave properlv in Ibe Territories, regirtl- 
bB of ths wlahea of tba people and of the acUon of the 
nnftptlal Laiiilatuis, can lallsl^ bis coDsclencs mil 
Wl wih of llddltr to Ibe GoDititutlon In withholding gucli 

JonneDt of neh right under liie Constltuilon. Uodtr 
tU) wlew or the lablecl It ia InpoHlble to roulil Ibe con 
dmlon Uiat If the ComtltuUon doES establish ^layery In 
tba TeTTltorlee, beyond the power of the peojile to con- 
trol K br law, 11 b the Imperative duly of Congri™ to 
(nplf all thsi«ia1aUDn necessary lo lu praieotlon ; an.j 
IMUa prepoaiuim 1> not true, It seceaiarlly rwulta thui 
th* OouNtBQOB oelthareatBblishes hor prohibits Slacery 
~ e,bntlMTaUie people of each euteuid Tern. 



Bat It la oiwed wHh Kreat pluulbiuty bj 
ontlra faith u (be aoimdnesa of the prop 



tie manner prescribed In 






ongrcsB may Instil 



C^ngresi may confer upon the jodlclal department 1 
the JudicUl pDWera and tundlonB of the Terrllorj, wlthw 



aeitlc itlTalre and Inlemal polity of 
raa famlliaT to ihe framen of t 






n ColoDli 

1 tu the Crown, and to the 
' Great Britain, u well aa 

try. They were »rongt» 
he ConstltuUoD, cIvU aid 

, „_„ .Tideoceof Great Brftaln, 

which they prondly claimed ai Ihe blrthrlgbt of all EnglUi- 

cloua' legacy 10 their porterity. For alongaeriea of yean 

able right* of aelf^veninient under the Brilisb Constitu- 
tion, and humbly peUtloned for the redresa of their griey- 

They actnowledieit and atBrmed their allegUnee to 
Ihe CrowD, their aOWtlDD tor Ihe pHipl«,udllMlT dnv 



d aaecHonalely attached tc 



184 A POLITICAL T^T-BOOK FOB 1860. 

tton to the Constitution of Great Britain ; and their only alwayi conddered this as one of the qaestions affectiu 

complaint was that they were not permitted to ei\joy the her *' internal polity," over which she, in common witB 

rights and privileges of self-government, in the manage- the other colonies, claimed *^ the right of exclusive legialft> 

ment of their internal affairs and domestic concerns, in ac- tion in their provincial legislatures " within their ren>eo* 

oordance with tiie guaranties of that Constitution and of the tlve limits. Some of these acts, particularly those woidi 

colonial charters granted by the Crown in pursuance of it. were enacted prior to the year 1699, were evidently iii- 

"niey conceded the right of the Imperial Government to tended to foster and encourage, as weU as to regulate and 

make all laws and perform all acts concerning the Colo- control, African Slavery, as one of the domestic InstitutkMH 

Dies, which were in their nature Imperial and not Colo- of the colony. The act of 1699, and most of the enactp 

ni<u— which affected the general welfare of the Empire, ments subsequent to that date, were as obviously designed 

and did not interfere with the *' internal polity" of the to restrain and check the growth of the institution, witb 

Colonies. They recognized the right of the Imperial Go- the view of confining it withm the limit of the actual neoei- 

Temment to declare war and make peace ; to coin money sities of the community, or its ultimate extinction, ai 

and determine Us value ; to make treaties and conduct in- might be deemed most conducive to the public interests^ 

tercourse with foreign nations ; to regulate commerce be- by a system of unfriendly legislation, such as impodng a 

tween the several colonies, and between each colony and tax on all slaves introduced into the colony, which waa 

the parent country, and with foreign countries ; and in increased and renewed from time to Ume, as occasion re> 

general they reco^sized the right of the Imperial Govern- quired, until the period of the Revolution. Many of these 

ment of Great Britain to exercise all the powers and au- acts never took effect, in consequence of the Idng witb- 

thority which, under our Federal Constitution, are dele- holding his assent, even after the governor had improved 

gated by the people of the several States to the Govern- the enactment, in cases where it contained a clause sua* 

ment of the United States. pending its operation until his majesty's pleasure should 

Recognising and conceding to the Imperial Government be made known in the premises, 

all these powers, inclttdinff the right toirmtitvie govern- In 1772, the provincial legislature of Th'^nia, after Im- 

fMm.Ufor the coloniei>^ by granting charters under which posing another tax of five per cent, on all slaves imported 

the inhabitants residing within the limits of any specified into the colony, petitioned the king to remove all those 

territory might be organized into a political community, restraints which inhibited his majesty's governors assei^ 

with a government consisting of its appropriate depart- ing to such laws as might check so very pernicious a cmii- 

ments, executive, legislative, and judicial ; conceding all merce as Slavery. Of this petition Judge Tudcer says : 

?®*® J*?^®"' ^® Colonies emphatically denied that the .. j^e foUowing extract ft-om a peUtton to the Throne, p»e- 

ImperialJ^ovemment had any rightful authority to impose sented from the House of Burgesses of Virginia, April Is^ 

taxes upon them without their consent, or to interfere 1772, will show the sense of the people of Vir^^nia on UMsnb- 

with their internal polity ; claiming that it was the bkth- ject of Slavery at that period : 

right of aU Englishmen— inaUenable when formed into a '* ' J?® *™P?rt»tlon of slaves toto the colonv from the coast 

pSiUcal commSnity-to exercise and ei^oy aU the rights, SLni?^**'.\^H"\,n??r^f.*n~^^^^ 

^vileges, and uniunities of sel^goye^^^^^ hi respe?t U^ SScK^JSS ^^^ '^iinSf^lLf^^S^^SS::^J\^ 

all matters and things which were local and not general Majesty's American dominions.' " 

—internal and not external— colonial and not imperial— Mark the ominous words I Virginia tells the king of 

as fuUy as if they were inhabitants of England, with a fab: England in 1772, four years prior to the Declaration of 

representetlon m ParUament. , ,^ „ , ,. Independence, that his Majesty's American dominioDi 

Thus it appears that our fathers of the Revolution were ^re hi danger : not because of the Stamp dutte»— not 

contendhig, not for independence in the first instance, but because of the tax on tear— not because of his attempts 

for the inesthnable right of local self-government under to collect revenue in America ! These have since beea 

theBritishConstitution; the right of every dlsthictpoUtical deemed sufficient to justify rebeUion and revolution, 

community — dependent colonies, territories, provhaces, gu^ none of these are referred to by Vir^nia In ber 

as well as sovereign States— to make their own local laws, address to the Throne— there being another wrong which 

form thefa* own domestic Institutions, and manage thehr Iq magnitude and enormity, so far exceeded these and 

own internal affahrs in thefa* own way, subject only to the all other causes of complaint, that the very existence of 

Constitution of Great Britain as the paramount law of the his Majesty's American dominions depended upon it ! 

empire. « . , .._,,. ^ ai.i i That wrong consisted in forcing African Slavery upon » 

The government of Great Britain had violated this Ina- dependent colony without her consent, and in opposition 

Benable right of local self-government by a long series of to the wishes of her own people I 

acts on a great variety of subjects. The first serious point The people of Virginia at that day did not appreciate 

of controversy arose on the Slavery question as early as the force of the argument used by the British merchant, 

1699, which conUnued a fruitful source of hritatlon until ^1,0 were engaged in the African slave-trade, and which 

the Revolution, and formed one of the causes for the sepa- ^as afterward Indorsed, at least by implication, by the 

ration of the Colonies from the British crown. tj^g and his ministers ; that the Colonies were the com- 

For more than forty years the provincial legislature of mon property of the empire— acquired by the common 

Yirginia had passed laws for the protection and encourage- blood and treasure— and therefore all British subjects had 

ment of African Slavery withhi her Umite. This poUcy the right to carry their slaves into the colonies, and hold 

was steadily pursued until the white mhabitants of \ hrgl- them in defiance of the local law^and in contempt of the 

nia becime alarmed for thefa: own safety, fai view of the wishes and safety of the Colonies. 

numerous and formidable tribes of Indian savages which The people of Virginia not being convfaiced by this 

wuTounded and threatened the feeble white settlements process of reasoning, stiU adhered to the doctrine which 

while ship-loads of African savages were bemg daily landed they held In common with their sister colonies, that it 

ua thefar midst. In order to check and restrafai a policy ^as the birthright of all freemen— inalienable when 

Irhich seemed to threaten the very existence of the colony, formed Into political communities— to exercise exclusive 

the provfaidal legislature enacted a law famposing a tax legislation in respect to all matters pertafaafaig to thefar 

wpon every slave who should be brought faito Virgmia. internal polity#-81avery not excepted ; and rather than 

The British merchants, who were engaged fai the African surrender this great right, they were prepared to with- 

•lave-trade, regarding this legislation as fajurious to thefa- draw their allegiance from the crown. 

Interests and in violation of their rights, petitioned the Again referring to this peUtlon to the king, the same 

King of England and his majesty's ministers to annul the learned Judge adds * 

obnoxious Uw and protect them hi thefa- right to carry „ ^hls peUUon produced no effect, as appears fk^m the test 

thdr slaves into Vfa-gfaiia and aU other British colonies clause of our (Virginia) Constitution, w&ere, among other 

which were uie common property of the empire — ac- acts of misrule, the |nh ^^ma.T< age of the royal negistve in 

quired by the common blood and common treasure — and refusing us (the people of Virginia) permission to exclode 

from which a few adventurers, who had settled on the im- Slavery from us by law, is enumerated among the reasoxs 

perial domafai by his midesty's sufferance, had no right to or separaOng from Great Britain." 

exclude them, or discriminate against their property by a This clause in the Constitution of Vlrg^ia, referring to 

mere provincial enactment. Upon a full consideration of the inhuman use of the royal negative, in refusing the 

the subject, the Idng graciously granted the prayer of the Colony of Virgfaiiia pemdssion to exclude Slavery from her 

petitioners ; and accordingly Issued peremptory orders to limits by law, as one of the reasons for separating from 

the royal governor of Vfa:{^a, and to the governors of aU Great Britain, was adopted on the 12th day of June, 

the other BritJsh colonies in America, forbidding them to 1776, three weeks and one day previous to the Declara- 

aign or approve any colonial or provincial enactment ii^u- tion of Independence by the Continental Congress ; and 

rious to the African slave-trade, unless such enactment after remaining in force as a part of the Constitution 

should contain a clause suspending its operation imtil his for a period of fifty-four years, was re-adopted, without 

majesty's pleasure should be made known in the premises, alteration, by the Convention which framed the new 

Judge Tucker, in his Appendix to Blackstone, refers to Constitution in 1880, and then ratified by the people aa a 

thirty-one acts of the provincial legislature of Virginia, part of the new Constitution ; and was again re-adopted 

passed at various periods from 1662 to 1772, upon the sub- by the Convention which amended the Constitution In 

ject of African Slavery, showing conclusively that Virginia 1860, and again ratified by the people as a part of the 
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the Coart— that to, as the 'Inevitable coDsequeDce of the right 
to acquire territory.' " 

The power to acquire territory, as well as the right, in 
the language of Mr. Madison, '* to institute temporary 
governments for the new States arising therein " tor Terri- 
torial governments, as they are now called), having been 
traced to that provision of the Constitution which provides 
for the admission of " new States,^* the Court proceed to 
consider the nature and extent of the power of Congress 
over the people of the Territories : 

** All wc mean to say on this point is, that, as there is no ex- 
press regulation in the Constitutioa defining the power which 
the Cleneral Government may exercise over the person or pro- 
perty of a citizen in a territory thus acquired, the (/Ourt must 
ziecessarilv look to the provisions and principles of the Consti- 
t^utlon, and its distribution of powers, or the rules and princi- 
ples by which its decision must be governed. 

*' TajLlng this rule to guide us, it may be safely assumed that 
citizens ox the United States, who emigrate to a territory be- 
longing to the people of the United States, cannot be ruled as 
jcnere colonists, dependent upon the will of the General Govern- 
ment, and to be governed by any laws it may think proper to 

Jimpose The Territory being a part of the United 

States, the Government and the citizen both enter it under the 
aiuthority of the Constitution, with their respective rights de- 
fined and marked out : and the Federal Government can ex- 
ercise no power over his person or property beyond what that 
instrument confers, nor lawfully deny any right which it has 
x-eserved." 

Hence, inasmuch as the Constitution has conferred on 
the Federal Government no right to interfere with the pro- 
perty, domestic relations, police regulations, or internal 
polity of the people of the Territories, it necessarily fol- 
lows, under the authority of the Court, that Congress can 
T^htfully exercise no such power over the people of the 
Territories. For this reason alone, the Supreme Coiu-t 
"were authorized and compelled to pronounce the eighth 
section of the Act approved March 6, 1820 (commonly 
called the Missotiri Compramise), inoperative and void — 
there being no power delegated to Congress in the Consti- 
tution authorizing Congress to prohibit Slavery in the Ter- 
ritories. 

In the coarse of the discussion of this question the 
Court gave an elaborate exposition of the structure, 
principles, and powers of the Federal Government; 
showing that it possesses no powers except those which 
are delegated, enumerated, and defined in the Constitu- 
tion ; and that all other powers are either prohibited 
altogether or are reserved to the States, or to the people. 
In order to show that the prohibited, as well as the 
delegated powers are enumerated and defined in the 
Constitution, the Court enumerated certain powers 
which cannot be exercised either by Congress or by the 
Territorial Legislatures, or by any other authority what- 
ever, for the simple reason that they are forbidden by 
the Constitution. 

Some persons who have not examined critically the 
opinion of the Court in this respect have been induced 
to believe that the slavery question was included in this 
class of prohibited powers, and that the Court had 
decided in the Dred Scott case that tl:e Territorial Legis- 
lature could not legislate in respect to slave property 
the same as all other property in the Territories. A few 
extracts from the opinion of the Court will correct this 
error, and show clearly the class of powers to which the 
Court referred, as being forbidden alike to the Federal 
Oovemment, to the States, and to the Territories. The 
Court say : 

" A reference to a few of the provisions of the Constitution 
"Will illustrate this proposition. For exan4)le, no one, we pre- 
aume, wHl contend that Congress can naake any law in a Ter- 
ritory respecting the establishment of religion, or the free ex- 
ercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech or of the 
the press, or the right of the people of the territory peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for the redress of 
grievances. 

" Nor can Congress deny to the people the right to keep and 
bear anus, nor the right to trial by jury, nor compel any one 
to be a witness against himself in a criminal proceeding. . . . 
6o too, it will hardly be contended that Congress could by law 
quarter a soldier in a house in a territory without the consent 
of the owner in a time of peace ; nor in tune of war but in a 
manner prescribed by law. Nor could they by law forfeit the 
property of a citizen in a territory who was convicted of trea- 
son, for a longer period than the life of the person convicted, 
nor take private property for public use without Just compen- 
sation." 

**The powers over persons and property, of which we 
■peak, are not only not granted to Congress, but are in ex- 
press terms denied, and they are forbidden to exercise them. 
And this prohibition is not confined to the States, but the 
words are general, and extend to the whole territory over 
'Which the Constitution gives it power to legislate, including 
those portions of it remaining under Territorial governments, 
as weU as that covered by States. 

** It to a total absence of power, everywhere within the 
dominion of the United States, and places the citizens of a 
Territory, lo fltr as these rights are concerned, on the same 



footing with citizens of the States, and guards them as firmly 
and plainly againstany inroads wbich the General Government 
might attempt under the plea of implii'd or incidental powers. 
And if Congress itself cannot do this — if ii is beyond the 
powers conferred on the Federal Government— it will be ad- 
mitted, we presume, that it could not authorize a Territorial 
government to exercise them. It could confer no power on 
any local government, esiaiilished by its authority, lo violate 
the provisions of the Constitution." 

Nothing can be more certain than that the Court were 
here speaking only of forbidden powers^ which were 
denied alike to Congress, to the State Legislatures, and 
to the Territorial Legislatures, and that the prohibition 
extends " everywhere within the dominion of the United 
States," applicable equally to States and Territories, as 
well as to the United States. 

If this sweeping prohibition— this just but inexorable 
restriction upon the powers of Government— Federal, 
State, and Territorial — shall ever be held to include the 
Slavery question, thus negativing the right of the people 
of the States and Territories, as well as the Federal 
Government, to control it by law (and it will be observed 
that in the opinion of the Court '* the citizens of a Terri- 
tory, so far as these rights are concerned, are on the 
same footing with the citizens of the States.") then, 
indeed, will the doctrine become firmly established that 
the principles of law applicable to African Slavery are 
uniform throughout the dominion of ike Vniteft 
States^ and that there *'is an irrepressible conflict 
between opposing and enduring' forces, which means 
that the United States must and will, sooner or later, 
become either entirely a slaveholding nation or entirely 
a free labor nation." 

Notwithstanding the disastrous consequences which 
would inevitably result from the authoritative recogni- 
tion and practical operation of such a doctrine, there 
are those who maintain that the Court referred to and 
included the Slavery question within that class of 
forbidden powers which (although the same in the Terri- 
tories as in the States) could not be exercised by the 
people of the Territories. 

If this proposition were true, which fortunately for the 
peace and welfare of the whole country it is not, the 
conclusion would inevitably result, which they logically 
deduce from the premises — that the Constitution by the 
recognition of Slavery establishes it in the Territories 
beyond the power of the people to control it by law, 
and guarantees to every citizen the right to go there 
and be protected in the enjoyment of his slave 
property; and when all other remedies fail for the 
protection of such rights of property, it becomes the 
imperative duty of Congress (to the performance of 
which every member is bound by his conscience and his 
oath, and from which no consideration of political policy 
or expediency can release him) to provide by law such 
adequate and complete protection as is essential to the 
enjoyment of an important right secured by the Consti- 
tution. If the proposition be true, that the Constitution 
establishes Slavery in the Territories beyond the power 
of the people legally to control it, another result no less 
startling, and from which there is no escape, must inevi- 
tably follow. The Constitution is uniform " everywhere 
within the dominions of the United States"— is the same 
in Pennsylvania as in Kansas — and if it be true, as 
stated by the President in a special message to Congress, 
" that Slavery exists in Kansas by virtue of the Consti- 
tution of the United States," and that " Kansas is there- 
fore at this moment as much a Slave State as Georgia or 
South Carolina," why does it not exist in Pennsylvania 
by virtue of the same Constitution ? 

If it be said that Pennsylvania is a sovereign State, and 
therefore has a right to regulate the Slavery question 
within her own limits to suit herself, it must be borne in 
mind that the sovereignty of Pennsylvania, like that of 
every other State, is limited by the Constitution, which 
provides that : 

" This Constitution, and all laws of the United States which 
shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or 
which shall be made, under the authority of the United States, 
shall be the supreme law of the land, and the judges in every 
State shall be bound thereby, anything in the C'omtitution or 
laws of any State to the contrary notwilhutanding." 

Hence,* the State of Pennsylvania, with her Constitution 
and laws, and domestic institutions, and internal policy, 
is subordinate to the Constitution of the United States, in 
the same manner and to the same extent as the Territory 
of Kansas. The Kansas-Nebraska Act says that the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas shall exercise legislative power over " ail 
rightful subjects of legislation consistent with the Consti- 
tution," and that the people of said Territory shall be left 
'* perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic insti- 
tutions in their own way, subject only to the Constitution 
of the United States." The provisions of this act are be-, 
lieved to be ia entire harmony with the Constitution, aiul 
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If any other Ulustration were necessary to show that 
the pohtical communities which we now call Territories 
(but which, during the whole period of the Confederation 
and tile formation of the Constitution, were always re- 
ferred to as '^ States*' or " new States*'), are recognized 
as " States" in some of the provisions of the Consti- 
tution, they may be found in those clauses which de- 
clare that *' no /State" shall enter into any " treaty, alli- 
ance, or confederation ; grant letters of marque and re- 
priaal ; coin money ; emit bills of credit ; make anything 
l>ut gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts ; 
pass any bill of attainder, m) post facto law, or law im- 
pairing the obligation of contracts, or grant any Utle of 
nobUity." 

It most be borne in mind that in each of these cases 
'w^here the power is not expressly delegated to Congress 
the prohibition is not imposed upon the Federal Oovem- 
xnent, but upon the States. There was no necessity for 
Any such prohibition upon Congress or the Federal Go- 
'vemment, for the reason that the omission to delegate any 
ench powers in the Constitution was of itself a prohibition, 
and so declared in express terms by the 10th amendment, 
'wlii(A declares that **the powers not delegated to the 
TJnited States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to 
the people." 

Hence it would certainly be competent for the States 
and Teiritories to exercise these powers but for the pro- 
bibitiLon contained in those provisions of the Constitution ; 
and inasmuch as the prohibition only extends to the 
** States," the people of the ^^ Territories" are still at liberty 
to exercise them, unless the Territories are included witli- 
In the term States^ within the meaning of these provisions 
of the Constitution of the United States. 

It only remains to be shown that the Compromise Mea- 
sures of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 are in 
perfect harmony with, and a faithful embodiment of, the 
piincipleB herein enforced. A brief history of these mea- 
sures will disclose the principles upon which they are 
rounded. 

On the 29th of January, 1850, Mr. Clay introduced into 
the Senate a series of resolutions upon the Slavery ques- 
tion which were intended to form the basis of the subse- 
anent legislation upon that subject. Pending the discus- 
ion of ttiese resolutions, the chairman of the Committee on 
Territories prepared and reported to the Senate, on the 
SK^th of March, two biUs — one for the admission of Califor- 
nia into the Union of States, and the other for the organi- 
sation of the Territories of Utah and New Mexico, and for 
the adjustment of the disputed boundary with the State 
of Texas, which were read twice and printed for tbe use 
of the Senate. On the 19th of April a select committee of 
thirteen was appointed, on motion of Mr. Foote, of ])^s- 
issippi, of which Mr. Clay was made chairman, and to 
'Which were referred all pending propositions relating to the 
slarery question. On the 8th of May, Mr. Clay, from the 
select conmdttee of thirteen, submitted to the Serate an 
elaborate report covering all the points in controversy, 
accompanied by a bill which is usually known as the 
•■*■ Omnu>us Bill." By reference to the provisions of this 
bill, as it appears on the files of the Senate, it will be 
seen that it is composed of the two printed bills which ^ad 
iMen reported by the Committee on Territories on the 
25th of March previous ; and that the only material 
change in its provisions, involving an important and es- 
sential principle, is to be found in the tenth section, which 
Erescribes and defines the powers of the Territorial Legis- 
fctore. Jn the bill, as reported by the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, the legislative power of the Territories extended 
to " all r^htftil snljjects of legislation consistent with the 
Oonstitation of the United Bi&teB^^* vnihottt excepting 
.African Slavery ; while the bill, as reported by the com- 
^ttee of thirteen, conferred the same power on the Terri- 
torial Legislature, v)Hh the exceplion of AfruMn SlOr- 
no0ry. nds portion of the section In its original form read 
tlnifl: 

** And he a fwrHur enacted that the Legislative power of the 
Territory shtul extend to all rightful subjects of legislation 
c<nisi8tent with Uie Con^tution of the United States and the 
prorisions of this act ; but no law shall be passed interfering 
With the primary disposition of the soil." 

To which the committee of thirteen added these words : 
** JiTor in respect to African Slavery." When the bill 
came up for action on the 15th of May, Mr. Davis, of Mis- 
■isdppi,Mdd: 

** I offer the following amendment. To strike out, in the 
aizlh line of the tenth section, the words ' in remeai to African 
JSlaoeryt* t^d insert the words, * loith those rignts of property 
990wCn g out af ik« lfMfi(u<t<m of Afriean Slcmery a$ U exttte m 
ou^ pf the Statee of ihe Union.' The object of the amendment 
ta to prevent the Territorial Legislature fi-om legislating 
^Aidnm the rights of property growing out of the institution 
or Slavery. It will leave to the Territorial Legisla- 
tures thoae rights and powers which are easentiaUy necessary, 



not only to the preservation of property, but to the peace of 
the Territory. It will leave the right to make such police 
regulations as are necessary to prevent disoraer, and which 
wUl be absolutely necessary with such property as that to 
secure its beneficial use lo its owner. With this brief ex- 
planation I submit the amendment." 

Mr. Clay, in reply to Mr. Davis, said : 

" I am not perfectly sure that I comprehend the full mean- 
ing of the amendmeut offered by the heuator from MlsslssippL 
If I do, I think he accomplishes nothing by striking out the 
clause now in the bill and mserting that which he proposes to 
insert. The clause now in the bill is, that the Territorial 
legislation shall not extend to anything .respecting African 
Slavery within the Territory. '1 he ettect of retaining the 
clause as reported by the Committee will be this : That if in 
any 6f the Territories Slavery now exists, it shall not be abol- 
ished by the Territorial Legislature ; and if in any of the Ter- 
ritories Slavery does not now exist, it cannot be introduced by 
the Territorial Legislature. The clause iiself was introduced 
into the bill by the Committee for the purpose of tying up the 
hands of the Territorial Legislature in respect to legislating 
at all, one way or the other, upon the subject of African Sla- 
very. It was intended to leave the legislation and the law of 
the respective Territories In the condition in which the Act 
wUl find them. I stated on a former occasion that I did not, 
in Committee, vote for the amendment to insert the clause, 
though it wasjproposed to be introduced by a majority of the 
Committee, lattached very little consequence to it at the 
time, and I attach very little to it at present. It is perhaps of 
no particular importance whatever. Now, sir, if I under- 
stand the measure proposed by the Senator from Mississippi, 
it aims at the same thing. I do not understand him as propos- 
ing that if any one shall carry slaves into the Territory — 
although by the laws of the lerritoryhe cannot take them 
there — the Legislative hands of the Territorial government 
should be so tied as to prevent it saying he shall not ei^joy the 
fruits of their labor, il the Senator from Mississippi means 
to sjiy that—" 

Mr. Davis: 

*' I do mean to say it." 

Mr. Clay : 

" If the object of the Senator is to provide that slaves may 
be iniroduced.lnto the Territory contrary to the Zeas Zoct, and, 
being introduced, nothing shall be done bv the Legislature to 
Impair the rights of owners to hold the slaves thus brought 
contrary to the local laws. / certainly cannot vote for it. In 
doing so I shall repeat again the expression of opinion which 
1 announced at an early period of the session." 

Here we find the line distinctly drawn between those who 
contended for the right to carry slaves into the Territories 
and hold them in defiance of the local law, and those who 
contended that such right was subject to the local law of 
the Territory. During the progress of the discussion on 
the same day, Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, said : 

" We are giving, or proposing to give, a government to a 
Territory, which act rests upon the basis of our right to make 
such provision. We suppose we have a right to confer 

f>ower. If so, we may mark out the limit to which they may 
eglslate, and are bound not to confer power beyond that 
which exists in Congress. If we give them power to legislate 
beyond that, we conunit a firaud or usurpation, as it may be 
done openly, covertly, or Indirectly." 

To which Mr. Clay replied : 

Now, sir, I only repeat what I have had occasion to say be> 
fore, that while I am willing to stand aside and make no legis- 
lative enactment one way or the other — to lay off the Territo 
ries without the Wllmot Proviso, on the one hand, with which 
I understand we are threatened, or without an attempt to 
introduce a clause for the introduction of Slavery into the 
Territories— while I am for rejecdng both tbe one and the 
other, I am content that the law as it exists shall prevail : and 
if there be any diversity of opinion as to what it means, I am 
willing that it shall be settled by the highest judicial authority 
of the country. While I am content thus to abide the residt, I 
must say that I cannot vote for any express provision recogniz- 
ing the right to carry slaves there." 

To which Mr. Davis rejohied, that— 

** It is said our Revolution grew out of a preamble ; and I 
hope we have something of the same character of the hardy 
men of the Revolution who first commenced the war with the 
mother country— something of the spirit of that bold Yankee 
who said he had a right to go to Concord, and that go he would ; 
and who, in the maintenance of that right, met his death at 
the hands of a British sentinel. Now, sir, if our right to cany- 
slaves hito these Territories be a constitutional right, 11 is our 
first duty to maintain it." 

Pending the discussion which ensued, Mr. Davis, at the 
suggestion of friends, modified his amendment from time 
to time, until it assumed the following shape : 

"Nor to Introduce or exclude African Slavery. Pro- 
vided that nothing herein contained shall be construed so 
as to prevent said Territorial Legislature from passing 
such laws as may be necessary for the protection of the 
rights of property of every kind which may have been« 
or may be hereafter, conformably to the Constitution 
of the United States, held in or introduced into said Terri- 
tory." 

To which, on the same day, Mr. Chase, of Ohio, offered 
the following amendment : 

" Provided further. That nothing herein contained shall bo 
eoDStraed as authorwDg or peraalttlDg the inttodsuitifii^ ^ 
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Slavery or the holding of persons as property within said Ter- 
ritory.'' 

Upon these amendments — ^the one affirming the Pro- 
Slavery, and the other the Anti-Slavery position, in oppo- 
i^tion to the right of the people of the Territories to de- 
cide the Slavery question for themselves— Mr. Douglas said: 

" The position that I have ever taken has been, that this, 
and %11 other questions relating to the domestic aifairs and 
domestic policy of the Territories, ought to be left to the deci- 
sion of the people themselves ; and that we ought to be con- 
tent with whatever way they may decide the question, because 
they have a much deeper interest in these matters than we 
have, aud know much better what histitutlons suit them thau 
we, who have never been there, can decide for them. I would 
therefore have much preferred that that portion of the bill 
should have remained as It was reported from the Committee 
on Territories, with no provision on the subject of Slavery, 
the one way or the other. And I do hope yet that that clause 
will be stricken out. I am satisfied, sir, that it gives no strength 
to the bill. I am satisfied, even if it did give strength to it, 
that it ought not to be there, because it is a violation of princi- 
ple— & violation of that principle upon which we have all 
rested our defense of the course we nave taken on this ques- 
tion. I do not see how those of us who have taken the posi- 
tion we have taken — ^that of non-tn(«rc«nttonr— and have argued 
in favor of the right of the people to legislate for themselves 
on this question, can support such a provision without aban- 
doning ail the arguments which we used in the Presidential 
campaign in the year 1848, and the principles set forth by the 
honorable Senator from. Michigan (Mr. Cass) in that letter 
which is. known as the ' Nicholson Letter.' We are required 
to abandon that platform ; we are required to abandon those 
principles, and to stultify ourselves, and to adopt the opposite 
doctrine — and for what If In order to say that the people of the 
Territories sJiall not have such institutions as they shall deem 
adapted to their condition and their vants. I do not see, sir, 
how such a provision can be acceptable either to the people 
of the North or the South." 

Upon the question of how many inhabitants a Territory 
should contain before it should be formed into a political 
community with the rights of self-government, Mr. Doug- 
las said : 

" The Senator from Mississippi puts the question to me as to 
what number of people there must be in a Territory before 
this right to govern themselves accrues. Without determining 
the precise number, I will assiune that the right ought to 
accrue to the people at the moment they have enough to con- 
stitute a government ; and, sir, the bill assumes that there are 
people enough there to require a government, and enough to 

authorize the people to govern themselves Your 

bill concedes that a representative government is necessary— 
a government founded upon the principles of popular sove- 
reignty and the right of a people to enact their own laws ; and 
for this reason you give them a Legislature composed of two 
branches, like the Legislatures of the different States and 
Territories of the Union. You confer upon them the right to 
legislate on *all rightful subjects of legislation,' except 
negroes. Why except negroes? Why except African Sla- 
very ? If the Inhabitants are competent to govern themselves 
upon all other subjects, and in reference to all other descrip- 
tions of property— if they are competent to make laws and 
determine the relations between husband and wife, and pa- 
rent and child, and municipal laws afl'ecting the rights and 
property of citizens generally, they are competent also to 
maxe laws to govern themselves in relation to Slavery and 
negroes." 

With reference to the protection of property in slaves, 
Mr. Douglas said : 

" I have a word to say to the honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. Davis). He Insists that I am not In favor of pro- 
tecting property, and that his amendment is oflered for the 
purpose of protecting property under the Constitution. Now, 
sir, I ask you what authority he has for assuming that ? Do I 
not desire to protect property because I wish to allow the 
people to pass such laws as they deem proper respecting 
their rights to property without any exception? He might 
just as well say that I am opposed to protecting property in 
merctustndise, In steamboats, in cattle, in real estate, as to say 
that I am opposed to protecting property of any other 
description ; for I desire to put them all on an equality, and 
allow the people to make their own laws In respect to the 
whole of them." 

Mr. Cass said (referring to the amendments offered by 
Mr. Davis and Mr. Chase) : 

"Now, with respect to the amendments. I shall vote 
against them both : and then I shall vote in favor of striking 
out the restriction in the bill upon the power of the Territorial 
governments. I shall do so upon this ground. I was opposed, 
as the honorable Senator from Kentucky has declared he was, 
to the insertion of this prohibition by the Committee. I con- 
sider It Inexpedient and unconstitutional. I have already 
stated my belief that the rightful power of internal legislation 
in the Territories belongs to the people." 

After further discussion the vote was taken by yeas and 
nays on the amendment of Mr. Chase, and decided in the 
negative : Yeas, 25 ; Nays, 80. The question recurring on 
the amendment of Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, it was also 
rejected : Yeas, 26 ; Nays, 80. Whereupon Mr. Seward 
offered the following amendment : 

*' Neither Slavery nor involuntary servitude, otherwise 
th an by conviction for crime, shall ever be allowed in either 
of said Territories of Utah and New Mexico." 



Which was r^ected*-Yea8, 28 ; Nays, 88. 

After various other amendments had been offered and 
voted upon — all relating to the power of the Tenitorial 
Legislature over Slavery — Mr. Douglas moved to strike out 
I all relating to African Slavery, so that the Territorial Le- 
gislature should have the same power over that question 
as over all other rightful subjects pf legislation consistent 
with the Constitution — which amendment was rejected. 
After the rejection of this amendment, the discussion was 
renewed with great ability and depth of feeling in respect 
to the powers which the Territorial Legislature should ex- 
ercise upon the subject of Slavery. Various propositions 
were made, and amendments ottered anil rejected— all re- 
lating to this one controverted point — when Mr. Norris, of 
New-Hampshire, renewed the motion of Mr. Douglas, to 
strike out the restriction on the Territorial Legislature in 
respect to African Slavery. On the 81st of July this 
amendment was adopted by a vote of 82 to 19 — restoring 
this section of the bill to the form in which it was reported 
from the Committee on Territories on the 25th of March, 
and conferring on the Territorial Legislature power over 
*' all rightful subjects of legislation consistent with the 
Constitution of the United States," uithout excepiiuff 
Afru-un iSlivery, 

Thus terminated this great struggle in the affirmance of 
the principle, as the basis of the Compromise Measures of 
1850. so far as they related to the organization of the Ter- 
ritories, i/Mi the people of t/ce Terr Ho rie^ should decide 
the Slavery question for ViemseloeB through the action 
o/ their Territorial Legislature. 

This controverted question having been definitely set- 
tled, the Senate proceeded on the same day to consider the 
other portions of the bill, and after strikiug out all except 
those provisions which provided for the organization of the 
Territory of Utah, ordered the bill to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and on the next day — August 1, 1850 — the 
bill was read a tliird time, and passed. 

On the 14th of August the bill for the organization of the 
Territory of New-Mexico was taken up, and amended so 
as to conform fully to the provisions of the Utah Act in re- 
spect to the power of the Territorial Le^slature over " all 
rightful subjects of legislation consistent with the Consti- 
tution," without excepting African Slavery, and was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading without a divi- 
sion ; and on the next day the bill was piissed — Yeas, 27 ; 
Nays, 10. 

These two bills were sent to the House of Representa- 
tives, and passed that body without any alteration in re- 
spect to the power of the Territorial Legislatures over the 
subject of Slavery, and were approved by President Fill- 
more, September 9,1850. 

In 18.V2, when the two great political parties — Whig and 
Democratic— into which the country was then divided, as- 
sembled in National Convention at Baltimore for the pur- 
pose of nominating candidates for the Presidency and 
Vice-Presidency, each Convention adopted and affirmed 
the principles embodied in the Compromise Measures of 
185' • as rules of action by which they would be govemedin 
all future cases in the organization of Territorial govern- 
ments and the admission of new States. 

On the 4th of January, 1S54, the Committee on Territo- 
ries, of the Senate, to which had been referred a bill for 
the organization of the Territory of Nebraska, reported, 
the bill back, with an amendment, in the form of a substi- 
tute for the entire bill, which, with some modifications, is 
now known on the statute book as the *^ Kansas-Nebra^a 
Act," accompanied by a Report explaining the principles 
upon which it was proposed to organize those Territories, 
as follows : 

" The principal amendments which your Committee deem it 
their duty to commend to the favorable action of the Senate, in 
a special report, are those in which the principles established 
by the Compromise Measures of 1850, so for as they afe appli- 
cable to territorial organizations, are proposed to be afllrmed 
and carried into practical operation within the limits of the 
new Territory. The wisdom of those measures is attested, 
not less b V their salutary and beneficial effects In allaying sec- 
tional agitation and restoring peace and harmony to an Irri- 
tated and distracted people, than by the cordial and almost 
universal approbation with which they have been received and 
sanctioned by the whole country. 

" In the judgment of your Committee, those measures were 
Intended to have a fistr more comprehensive and enduring 
effect than the mere adjustment of tne dlfllculUes arising out 
of the recent acquisition of Mexican territory. They were de- 
signed to estabUsh certain great principles, which would not 
only furnish adequate remedies for existing evils, but, in ail 
time to come, avoid the perils of a similar agitation, by with- 
drawing the question of Slavery from the Halls of Congress 
and the political arena, and commtttlng it to the arbitrament of 
those who were Immediately interested in and alone responsi- 
ble for Its consequences. With a view of conforming their 
action to the settled policy of the Government, sanctioned by 
the approving voice of the American people, your Committee 
have deemed it their duty to incorporate and perpetuate, in 
their territorial bill, the principles and spirit of those 
measures." 
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SPEECH OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN, OF H^LINOIS, 

f 

Delivered at tJie Cooper Institutey Monday^ Feb. 27, 1860. 



Mb. Prbsiobnt and Fkllow-Citizbns or Nsw-Yore: 
The facts with which I shall deal this evening are mainly 
old and familiar ; nor is there anything new in the gene- 
ral use I shall make of them. If there shall be any 
novelty, it will be in the mode of presenting the facts, 
and the inferences and observations following that 
presentation. 

In his speech, last autumn, at Columbus, Ohio, as 
reported in *^ The New York Times," Senator Douglas 
said: 

*» Our fathers, when they framed the Government un- 
der which we live, understood this question just as well, 
and even better than we do now." 

I fully indorse this, and I adopt it as a text for this 
discourse. I so adopt it because it furnishes a precise 
and an agreed starting point for a discussion between 
Republicans and that wing of Democracy headed by 
Senator Douglas. It simply leaves the inquiry : ^* What 
was the understanding those fathers had of the question 
mentioned ?" 

What is the Arame of Government under which we 
Uve? 

The answer must be : " The Constitution of the United 
States." That Constitution consists of the orig^al, 
framed in 17S7 (and under which the present Govern- 
ment first went into operation), and twelve subsequently 
framed amendments, the first ten of which were framed 
In 1T89. 

Who were our fathers that framed the Constitution? 
I suppose the *Hhirty-nine" who signed the original 
instrument may be fairly called our fathers who framed 
that part of the present Government. It is almost 
exactly true to say they framed it, and it is altogether 
true to say they fairly represented the opinion and sen- 
timent of the whole nation at that time. Their names, 
being fanuliar to nearly all, and accessible to quite all, 
need not now be repeated. 

I take these " thirty-nine," for the present, as being 
*^ our fathers who framed the Government under which 
we live." 

What is the question which, according to the text, 
those fathers understood Just as well, and even better 
than we do now ? 

It is this: Does the proper division of local from 
federal authority, or anything in the Constitution, forbid 
our Federal Government to control as to Slavery in our 
Federal Territories ? 

Vpon this, Douglas holds the afi&rmative, and Republi- 
cans the negative. This affirmative and denial form an 
issue ; and this issue ~this question — is precisely what 
the text declares our fathers understood better than we. 
Let us now inquire whether the '''! thirty-nine," or any 
of them, ever acted upon this question ; and if they did, 
how they acted upon it — how they expressed that bet- 
ter understanding. 

In 1784— three years before the Constitution— the 
United States then owning the Northwestern Territory, 
and no other — the Congress of the Confederation had 
before them the question of prohibiting Slavery in that 
Territory ; and four of the " thirty-nine," who afterward 
framed the Constitution were in that Congress, and 
voted on that question. Of these, Roger Sherman, 
Thomas Blifflin, and Hugh Williamson voted for the 
prohibition— thus showing that, in their understanding, 
no line dividing local from federal authority, nor anything 
else, properly forbade the Federal Government to con- 
trol as to Slavery in Federal Territory. The other of the 
four— James McIIenry — ^voted against the prohibition, 
showing that, for some cause, he thought it improper to 
vote for it. 



In 1787, still before the Constitution, but iHdIe flie 
Convention was in session framing it, and while flie 
Northwestern Territory still was the only Tertitoiy 
owned by the United States — the same question of pro- 
hibiting Slavery in the Territory again came before the 
Congress of the Confederation ; and three more of tbe 
'Uhirty-nine" who afterward signed the Constttatloii, 
were in that Congress, and voted on the question. IhttT 
were William Blount, William Few and Abraham Bara- 
win ; and they all'voted for the prohibition — thus show 
ing that, in their understanding, no line dividinf kH»I 
from federal authority, nor anything else, propcrij 
forbids the Federal Government to control as to Sb^TOiy 
in federal territory. This time the prohibition becftme 
a law, being part of what is now well known as tba 
Ordinance of '87. 

The question of federal control of Slavery in the Ter* 
ritories, seems not to have been directly befbre the 
Convention which framed the original ConstituUon ; and 
hence it is not recorded that the " thirty-nine," or any 
of them, while engaged on that instrument, expreMOd 
any opinion on that precise question. 

In 1789, by the first Congress which sat under tbe 
Constitution, an act was passed to enforce the Ordinanee 
of *87, including the prohibition of Slavery in the North- 
western Territory. The bill for this act was reported hj 
one of the '* thirty-nine," Thomas Fltzshumons, then a 
member of the House of Representatives from Fennsyl- 
vania. It went through all its stages without a word of 
opposition, and finally passed both branches wtthoitt 
yeas and nays, which is equivalent to a nnanimoiis 
passage. In this Congress there were sixteen of the 
*' thirty-nine" fathers who framed the original Gonstlta- 
tion. They were John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman, Wm. 
S. Johnson, Roger Sherman, Robert Morris, l%oinaa 
Fitzsimmons, William Few, Abraham Baldwin, KoftiB 
King, William Patterson, George Clymer, Richard Bas- 
sett. George Read, Pierce Butler, Daniel Carroll, James 
Madison. 

This shows that, in their understanding, no Bne 
dividing local from federal authority, nor anything in 
the Constitution, properly forbade Congress to prombit 
Slavery in the federal territory ; else both their fldell^ 
to correct principle, and their oath to support the Con- 
stitution, would have constrained tilem to oppose tba 
prohibition. 

Again, George Washington, another of the ** thirty- 
nine," was then President of the United States, and, at 
such, approved and signed the bill, thus completing its 
validity as a law, and thus showing that, in Ids niutor- 
standing, no line dividing local Arom federal anthority. 
nor anything in the Constitution, forbade tile Federal 
Government, to control as to Slavery in federal tenl- 
tory. 

No great while after the adoption of the orldnal 
Constitution, North Carolina ceded to tbe Federal 
Government the country now constituting the State of 
Tennessee ; and a few years later Georgia ceded that 
which now constitutes the States of Mississippi and Alar 
bama. In both deeds of cession it was made a condition 
by the ceding States that the Federal Government 
should not prohibit Slavery in the ceded country. 
Besides this. Slavery was then actually in ttie ceded 
country. Under these circumstances. Congress, on 
taldng charge of these countries, did not absolutdjf 
prohibit Slavery within them. But they did interfore 
with it— take control of it — even there, to a certain 
extent. In 1798, Congress organised the Territory of 
Mississippi In the act of organlEation they prohibited 
the bringing of Slaves into the Territory, from any place 
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at the United States, bj fine, and ^ying freedom 
res BO brought. This act passed both braiudies of 
ress withoat yeas and nays. In that Gongreas 
three of the " thirty-nhie" who framed the original 
itution. They were Jotm Langdon, George Kead 
Abraham Baldwin. They all, probably, voted for 
lertainly they would have placed their opposition 
upon record, if, in their understanding, any line 
ing local from federal authority, or anything in the 
citation, properly forbade the Federal Qovemment 
itrol as to Slavery in federal territory. 
L808, the Federal Government purcha8ed the Louisi- 
oontry. Our former territorial acquisitions came 
certain of our own States; but this Louisiana 
rj was acquired from a foreign nation. In 1804, 
ress gave a Territorial organhsation to that part of 
ioh now constitutes the State of Louisiana. New 
ns, lying within ttiat part, was an old aud compara- 
' large city. Tliere were other considerable towns 
settlements, aud Slavery was extensively and 
ue^ly intermingled with the people. Congress did 
n the Territorial Act, prohibit Slavery; but they 
iterfere with it— take control of it — ^in a more marked 
txtensive way than they did in the case of Mississippi, 
abstance of the provision therein made, in relation 
Tee, was : 

*«<. That no slave should be imported into the Ter- 
' flrom foreign parts. 

wtd. That no slave should be carried into it who 
leen imported into the United States since the first 
>f May, 1793. 

ird. That no slave shall be carried into it except by 
imer, and for his own use as a settler; the penalty 
the cases being a fine upon the violator of the law, 
reedom to the slave. 

8 ftct also was passed without yeas and nays. In 
kmgress which passed it, there were two of the 
ty-nine.'* They were Abraham Baldwin and Jona- 
Dayton. As stated in the case of Mississippi, it is 
Me they both voted for it. They would not hsve 
sd it to pass without recording their opposition to 
in their understanding, it violated either tlie line 
ir dividing local from federal autliority or auy pro- 
i of the Oonstltution. 

1819-20, came and passed the Missouri question. 
' Totes were taken, by yeas and nays, in both 
±eB of Congress, upon the various phases of the 
al question. Two of the *' thirty-nine"— Rufus King 
Aiarles Pinckney — were members of that Congress. 
ling steadily voted for Slavery prohibition and 
at all compromises, while Mr. Pinckney as steadily 
against Slavery prohibition and against all compro- 
. By this Mr. King showed that, in his understand- 
to line dividing local flrom federal authority, nor 
dog in the Constitution, was violated by Congress 
Mting Slavery in federal territory ; while Mr. Pinck- 
t>y bis votes, showed that in his understanding there 
ufflcient reason for opposing such prohibition in 
wae. 

I cases I have mentioned are the only acts of the 
ty-nine," or of any of them, upon the direct issue, 

I I have been able to discover. 

enumerate the persons who thus acted, as being four 
M, three in 1787, seventeen in 1789, three in 1798, 
in 1804, and two in 1819-20— there would be thirty- 
f them. But this would be counting John Langdon, 
r Sherman, William Few, Rufus King, and George 
, each twice, and Abraham Baldwin four times. The 
lomber of those of the '* thirty-nine*' whom I have 
n to have acted upon the question, which, by the 
they understood better than we, is twenty-three, 
Dg sixteen not shown to have acted upon it in any 

re. then, we have twenty*three out of our " thirty- 
' nthars who framed the Government under which 
re* who have, upon their official responsibility and 
corporal oaths, acted upon the very question which 
txt affirms they ** understood Just as well, and even 
r than we do now;'* and twenty-one of them — a 
majority of the whole ** thirty-nine "—so acting up- 
as to make them guilty of gross political impropriety, 
rillfiil peijui7, if, in their understanding, any proper 
Ion between local and federal authority, or anything 
B Constitution they had made themselves, and sworn 
n^rt, forbade the Federal Government to control as 
Kwerj in the federal territories. Thus the twenty- 
icted ; and, as actions speak louder than words, so 
ns under such responsibility speak still louder, 
ro of the twenty-three voted against Congressional 
Qdlion of Slavery in the federal Territories in the in- 
901 in wbi<di they acted upon the question. But for 
i reason they so voted is not known. They may have 
I to beoaose they thooght a proper division of local 
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from federal authority, or some provision or principle of 
the Constitution, stood in the way ; or they may, without 
any such question, have voted against the prohibition, on 
what appeared to them to be sufficient gi ounds of expe- 
diency. No one who has sworn to support the Constitu- 
tion, can conscientiously vote for what he understands to 
be an unconstitutional measure, however expedient be 
may think it ; but one may and ought to vote against a 
measure which he deems constitutional, if, at the suiue 
time, he deems it inexpedient. It, therefore, would be 
unsafe to set down even the two who voted against the 
prohibition, as having done so because, in tlieir under- 
standing, any proper division of local from federal au- 
thority, or anything in the Constitution forbade the 
Federal Government to control as to Slavery in federal, 
territory. 

The remaining sixteen of the " thirty-nine," so far as L 
have discovered, have left no record of their understand- 
ing upon the direct question of the control of Slavery in 
the federal territories. But there to much reason to be- 
lieve that their understanding upon that question would, 
not have appeared different trom that of their twenty- 
three compeers, had it been manifested at all. 

For the purpose of adhering rigidly to the text, I have- 
purposely omitted whatever understanding may have- 
been manifested, by any person, however distinguished,, 
other than the thirty-nine fathers who framed the original 
Constitution ; and, for the same reason, I have also omit- 
ted whatever understanding may have been manifested, 
by any of the '* thirty -nine*' even, on any other phase of; 
the general question of Slavery. If we should look into 
their acts and declarations on those other phases, as the; 
foreign slave-trade, and the morality and policy of 
Slavery generally, it would appear to us that on* the di- 
rect question of federal control of Slavery in federak 
territoriee, the sixteen, if they had acted at all, would, 
probably have acted Just as the twenty-three did.. 
Among that sixteen were several of the most noted antl^ 
slavery men of those times— as Dr. Franklin, Alexander- 
Hamilton, and Gouvemeur Morris — while there was not 
one now known to have been otherwise, unless it may be- 
John Rutledge, of South Carolina. 

The snm of the whole is, that of our " th'rty-nine'* 
fathers who framed the original Constitution, twenty- 
one — a clear majority of the whole — certainly understood, 
that no proper division of local from federal authority 
nor any part of the Constitution, forbade the Federal. 
Government to control Slavery in the federal territories,, 
while all the rest probably had the same understanding. 
Such, unquestionably, was the understanding of our- 
fathers who framed the ori^^al Constitution ; and ther 
text affirms that they understood the question bett«r- 
than we. 

But, so far, I have been considering the understanding: 
of the question manifested by the framers of the original 
Constitution. In and by the original instrument, a mode- 
was provided for amending it ; and, as I have already 
stated, the present frame of Government under which 
we live consists of that original, and twelve amendatory 
articles framed and adopted since. Those who now Insist 
that federal control of Slavery In federal territories vio- 
lates the Constitution, point us to the provisions which 
they suppose it thus violates ; and, as I understand, they 
all fix upon provisions in these amendatory articles, andi 
not in the original instrument. The Supreme Court, in 
the Dred Scott case, plant themselves upon the fifth- 
amendment, which provides that ** i\p person shall be de 
prived of property without due process of law ;" while- 
Senator Douglas and his peculiar adherents plant them- 
selves upon the tenth amendment, providing that *'the~ 
powers not granted by the Constitution, are reserved to 
the States respectively, and to thepeople." 

Now, it so happens that these amendments were framed! 
b; the first Congress which sat under the Constitution— 
the identical Congress whiob passed the act already men- 
tioned, enforcing the prohibition of Slavery In the no/th- 
westem Territoiy. Not only was it the same Congress, 
but they were- the identical, same individual men, who,, 
at the same session, and at the same time within the ses- 
sion, had under consideration^ and in progress toward, 
maturity, theseOonstltutlonal amendments,. and. thto act 
prohibiting Slavery in all the Territory the nation then 
owned. The Constitutional amendments-were introducedj 
before, and passed after the act enforoing the Ordinance, 
of *87 ; so that during the whole pendency of the act to> 
enforce the ordinance, the Constitutional amendments- 
were also pending. 

That Congress, consisting In all of seventy -six mem- 
bers, Including sixteen of the framers of the original Con- 
stitution, as before stated, were preSininently our fathers- 
who framed that part of the Government under which.we.- 
live, which, is now claimed as forbidding the Federal. 
Government to control Slavery in the Federal Territories^ 
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It U not a little presumpiaoas ia any one at this day to 
affirm that the two thiugd which that Congress deliber- 
ately framed, and carried to maturity at ttie same time, 
are absolutely iuconsieient with each other ? And does 
not such affirmation beoome ImpudenUy absurd when 
coup ed witli the otber nffirmation, from the same mouth, 
that Uiose wlto did the two things alleged to be incontsis- 
teut understood whether they really were iuconsidtent 
better tlian we — better than he who affirms that ibey are 
incunsisteut ? 

It is surely safe to assume that the ** thirty-nine " 
framers of the original Constitution, and the seventy-six 
members of the Congress which framed the amendments 
thereto, talcen together, do certainly include those who 
may be fairly called '* our fathers who framed the Gov- 
ernment under which we live." And so assuming, I 
dery any man to show that any one of them ever, in his 
whole life, declared that, in his understanding, any 
proper division of local from federal autltority, or any 
part of the Constitution, forbade the Federal Govern- 
ment to control as to Slavery in the federal territories. 
I go a step further. I defy any one to show that any 
living man in the whole world ever did, prior to the be- 
ginning of the present century (and I migtit almost say 
prior to the beginning ot the last half of the present cen- 
tury) declare that, in his understanding, any proper 
division of local from federal authority, or any part of 
the Constitution, forbade the Federal Government to 
control as to Slavery in the federal territories. To those 
who now so declare, I give, not only '^ our fathers who 
framed the Government under which we live." but with 
them all other living men within the century in which it 
was framed, among whom to search, and they shall not be 
able to find the evidence of a single man agreeing with 
ttiem. 

Now, and here, let me guard a little against being mis- 
anderstood. I do not mean to say we are bound to follow 
implicitly in whatever our fathers did. To do so, would be 
to discard all tiie lights of current experience — to r^ect 
all progress — all Improvement. What I do say is, that if 
we would supplant the opinions and policy of our fathers 
in any case, we should do so upon evidence so conclusive, 
and argument so clear, that even their great authority, 
fairly considered and weighed, cannot stand ; and most 
surely not in a case whereof we ourselves declare they 
understood the question better than we. 

If any man, at this day, sincerely believes that a 
proper division of local from federal authority, or any 
part of the Constitution, forbids the Federal Government 
to control as to Slavery in the feder^ territories, he is 
right to say so, and to enforce his position by all truthful 
evidence and fair argument which he can. But he has no 
right to mislead others, who have less access to history 
and less leisure to study it, into the false belief that " our 
fathers, who framed the Government under which we 
lire," were of the same opinion— thus substituting false- 
hood and deception for truthful evidence and fair argu-. 
menu If any man at this day sincerely believes *' our 
'fathers, who framed the Government under which we 

■ live," used and applied principles, in other cases, which 
ought to have led them to understand that a proper 
division of local from federal authority or some part of the 

■ Constitution, forbids the federal government to control 
•as to Slavery in the Federal Territories, he is right to say 

so. But he should, at the same time, brave the responsi- 
•bility of declaring that, in his opinion, he understands 
tlieir principles better than they did themselves ; and 
especially should he not shirk that responsibility by as- 
serting tliat they '* understood the question Just as well, 
and even better, than we do now." 

But enough. Let all who believe that ** our fathers, 
•who framed ttie Government under which we live, under- 
-•tood the question just as well, and even better, than we 
•do now," speak as they spoke, and act as they acted upon 
it. This is ail Republicans ask— all Republicans desire- 
in relation to Slavery. As those fathers marked it. so let 
it l>e again marked, as an evil not to be extended, but to be 
tolerated and protected only because of and so far as its 
actual presence among us makes that toleration and pro- 
tection a necessity. Let all the guaranties those fathers 
gave it, be not grudgingly, but fully and fairly, main- 
tained. For this Kepublicaus contend, and with this, so 
far as I know or believe, they w;ll be content. 

And now, if they would listen, as I suppose they will 
not, I would address a few words to the southern peo- 
ple. 

I would say to them : You consider yourselves a reason- 
able and a Just people ; and I consider that in the general 
qualities of reason and Justice you are not inferior to any 
■other people. Still, when you speak of us Republicans, 
you do so only to denounce us as reptiles, or, at the best, 
as no belter than outlaws. You will grant a hearing to 
pirates or murderers, but nothing like it to " Black Bepub- 



licans." In all your oontentions with one another, eadi 
of yoa deems an unc<mditional condemnation of **Btad( 
Republicanism" as the first thing to be attended to. In- 
deed such condemnation of us seems to be an indi»p«Dsa' 
ble prerequisite-^oense, so to speiUc, among you to be ad* 
mitted or permitted to speak at alL 

Now, can you, or not, be prevailed upon to pause and to 
consider whether this is quite Just to us, or ev«i to yottr- 
selves? 

Bring forward your charges and specifications, and then 
be patient long enough to hear us deny or Justify. 

You say we are sectionaL We deny it. That makes an 
issue : and the burden of proof la upon you. You pro- 
duce your proof; and what is it? Why, that our party 
has no existence in your section — gets no votes in your 
section. The fact is substantially true ; but does it prove 
the issue? If it does, then in case we should, without 
change of principle, begin to get votes in your section,, we 
shouM thereby cease to be sectionaL You cannot escape 
this conclusion ; and yet, are you willing to abide by u? 
If you are, you will probably soon find that we have 
ceased to be sectional, for we shall get votes in your sec- 
tion this very year. You will then be^ to discover, as 
the truth plainly is, that your proof does not touch the 
issue. The fact that we get no votes in your section is a 
fact of your malting, and not of ours. And if there be 
fault in that fact, that fault is primarily yours, and re- 
mains so until you show that we repel you by some wrong 
principle or practice. If we do repel you bv any wrong 
principle or practice, the fault is ours ; but tiiis brings you 
to where you ought to have started — to a discussion of the 
right or wrong of our principle. If our principle, pat in 
practice, would wrong your section for the benefit of oars, 
or for any other object, then our principle, and we with it, 
are sectional, and are justly opposed and denounced as 
such. Meet us, then, on the questio;! of whether our prin- 
ciple, put in practice, would wrong your section ; and so 
meet it as if it were possible that something may be said 
on our side. Do you accept the challenge ? No? ^len 
you really believe that the principle which our fathers irtio 
framed the Government under which we live thougbft so 
clearly right as to adopt it, and indorse it again and 
again, upon their official oaths, is, in fact, so (Aenxij 
wrong as to demand your condemnation without a mo- 
ment's consideration. 

Some of you delight to flaunt in our faces the waning 
against sectional parties given by Waslilngton in his 
Farewell Address. Less than eight years before Wasli- 
ington gave that warning he had, as President of tiie 
United States, approved and signed an act of Congress en- 
forcing the prohibition of Slavery in the northwestern Terri- 
tory, which act embodied the policy of the Govermuoat 
upon that subject, up to and at the very moment be 
penned that warning ; and about one year after he penned 
it he wrote Lafayette, that he considered that prohibition 
a wise measure, expressing in the same connection his 
hope that we should sometime have a confederacy of firee 
States. 

Bearing this in mind, and seeing that sectionalism has 
since arisen upon this same subject, is that warning a 
weapon in your hands against us, or, in our hands, agamst 
you ? Could Washington tiimself speak, would he oast the 
blame of that sectionalism upon us, who sustain his policy, 
or upon you, who repudiate it? We respect that warning 
of Washington, and we conunend it to you, together with 
liis example pointing to the right application of it. 

But you say you are conservative — eminently coziserva- 
tive — while we are revolutionary, destructive, or some- 
thing of the sort. What la conservatism? Is it not ad- 
herence to the old and tried, against the new and untri>ia ? 
We stick to, contend for, the identical old policy on tiie 
point in controversy which was adopted by our fathers 
who framed the Government under which we live ; wbile 
you, with one accord, r^ect, and scout, and spit upon that 
old policy, and insbt upon substituting something new. 
True, you disagree among yourselves as to what that tab- 
stitute shall be. You have considerable variety of new 
propositions and plans, but you are unanimous in rejecting 
and denouncing the old policy of the fathers. Some of 
you are for reviving the foreign slave-trade ; some f(v a con- 
gressional slave-code for the Territories: some for Con- 
gress forbidding the Territories to prohibit Slavery within 
their limits ; some for maintaining Slavery in the Territo- 
ries through the judiciary ; some for the **■ gur-reat por-rin- 
ciple" that '* if one man would enslave another, no third 
person should object," fantastically called ** Popular So- 
vereignty :" but never a man among you in favor of fede- 
ral prohibition of Slavery in Federal Territories, according 
to the practice of our fathers who framed the Government 
under which we live. Not one of all your various plant 
can show a precedent or an advocate in the century with- 
in which our Government originated. Consider, then, 
whether your claim of conservatism for yourselyet, and 
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your obmige of deilniGtiTeiieai against us, are based on 
tbe most dear and stable foondatlons. 

Again, you say we have made the Blavery question 
more prondnent tlian it formerly was. We deny it. We 
admit that it is more prominent, but we deny that we 
made it so. It was not we, but you, who discarded the 
old policy of the fathers. We resisted, and still resist, 
your innovaUon ; and thence comes tbe greater promi- 
nence of the question. Would you have that question re- 
duced to its former proportions ? Go back to that old 
policy. What has been will be again, under the same 
conditions. If you would have the peace of the old 
times^ re-adopt the precepts and policy of the old times. 
You charge that we stir up insurrections among your 
slaves. We deny it ; and what is your proof? Harper's 
Ferry 1 John Brown 1 John Brown was no Kepublican ; 
and yon have failed to implicate a single Republican in 
bis Harper's Ferry enterprise. If any member of our 
party Is guilty in that matter, you know it, or you do not 
know it. If you do know it, you are inexcusable to not 
designate the man, and prove the fact. If you do not 
know it, you are inexcusable to assert it, and especially 
to persist in the assertion after you have tried and failed 
to make the proof. You need not be told that persisting 
in a charge which one does not know to be true, is sim- 
ply a malicious slander. 

Some of you admit that no Republican designedly 
aided or encouraged the Harper's Ferry affair ; but still 
Insist tliat our doctrines and declarations necessarily 
lead to such results. We do not believe it. We know 
we hold to no doctrine, and make no declarations, which 
were not held to and made by our fathers who framed 
tbe QoTemment under which we live. You never dealt 
fiurly by us in relation to this affair. When it occurred, 
some important State elections were near at hand, and 
you were in evident glee with tbe belief that, by charg- 
ing Che blame upon us, you could get an advantage of us 
In those elections. The elections came, and your ex- 
pectations were not quite fulfilled. Every Republican 
man Imew that, as to himself at least, your charge was a 
■lander, and he was not much inclined by it to cast his 
Tote in your favor. Republican doctrines and declara- 
tions are accompanied with a continual protest against 
any interference whatever with your -slaves, or with you 
about your slaves. Surely, this does not encourage them 
to roTolt. True, we do, in common with our fathers, who 
fkramod the Government under which we live, declare 
onr belief that Slavery is wrong ; but the slaves do not 
hear na declare even this. For anything we say or do, 
tbe slaves woald scarcely know there is a Republican 
party. I believe they would not, in fact, generally know 
U bat for your misrepresentations of us, in their heaiing. 
In your political contests among yourselves, each fac- 
tion charges the other with sympathy with Black Re- 
publicanism; and then, to give point to the charge, 
doflnea filack Republicanism to simply be insurrection, 
blood and thunder among the slaves. 

Slave insurrections are no more common now than 
they were before the Republican party was organized. 
WhAt induced the Southampton insurrection, twenty- 
eight yean ago, in which, at least, three times as many 
lives were lost as at Harper's Ferry ? You can scarcely 
stretch your very elastic fancy to the conclusion that 
Southampton was got up by Black Republicanism. In 
tbe present state of things in the United States, I do not 
think a general, or even a very extensive slave insurrec- 
tion, is possible. The indispensable concert of action 
cannot be attained. The slaves have no means of rapid 
communication'; nor can incendiary free men, black or 
white, supply it. The explosive materials are every- 
where In parcels ; but there neither are, nor can be sup- 
plied, the indispensable connecting trains. 

lluob Is said by Southern people about the affection of 
alavea for their masters and mistresses ; and a part of it, 
at l east , Is true. A plot for an uprising could scarcely be 
devised and commumcated to twenty individuals before 
■ome one of them, to save the life of a favorite master or 
mistresB, would divulge it. This is the rule ; and the 
dave-revolution in Hayti was not an exception to it, but a 
case occurring under peculiar circumstances. The gun- 
powder plot of BriUsh history, though not connected with 
davea, was more in point. In that case, only about twenty 
were admitted to the secret ; and yet one of them, in his 
anxiety to save a friend, betrayed the plot to that friend, 
and, by consequence, averted the calamity. Occasional 
poisonings firom the utcben, and open or stealthy assassi- 
natione in the field, and local revolts extending to a score 
or so, will c<mtlntte to occur as the natural results of Sla- 
veiy ; but no general insurrection of slaves, as I tlilnk, can 
happen In tUs country for a long time. Whoever much 
fean. or much liopea, for such an event, will be alike dis- 
MMlnted. 
Ir the Utngnage of Mr. Jefferson, uttered many years 



X, ** it is still in our power to direct the process of eman- 
ition, and deportation, peaceably, and in such slow 
degrees, as that the evil will wear off insensibly ; and their 
places be, pari pcumu^ filled up by free white laborers. 
If^ on the contrary, it is left to force itself on, human na- 
ture must shudder at the prospect held up." 

Mr. Jefferson did not mean to say, nor do I, that the 
power of emancipation is in tlie Federal Government. He 
spoke of Yirgiida ; and, as to the power of emancipation, 
I speak of the slaveholding States onl^'. 

The Federal Government, however, as we insist, has the 
power of restraining tbe extension of the institution-^tlio 
power to insure that a slave insurrection shall never occur 
on any American soil which is now free from Slavery. 

John Brown's effort was peculiar. It was not a slave in- 
surrection. It was an attempt by white men to get up a 
revolt among slaves, in which the slaves refused to partici- 
pate. In fact, it was so absurd that tbe slaves, with lUl 
their ignorance, saw plainly enough it could not succeed. 
That affjGdr, in its philosophy, corresponds with many at- 
tempts, related in history, at the assassination of Kings and 
Emperors. An enthusiast broods over the oppression of a 
people till he fancies himself couimisidoned by Heaven to 
liberate them. He ventures the attempt, which ends in 
litUe else than in his own execution. Orslni's attempt on 
Loids Napoleon, and John Brown's attempt at Harper's 
Ferry, were, in their philosophy, precisely Uie same. The 
eagerness to cast blame on old England in the one case, 
and on New England in the other, does not disprove the 
sameness of the two things. 

And how much would it avail you, if you could, by the 
use of John Brown, Helper's book, and the like, break up 
the Republican organization ? Human action can be mod- 
ified to some extent, but human nature cannot be changed. 
There is a Judgment and a feeling against Slavery in this 
nation, which cast at least a million and a half of votes. 
You cannot destroy that Judgment and feeling — ^that sen- 
timent — ^by breaking up the political organization which 
rallies around it. You can scarcely scatter and disperse 
an army which has been formed into order in the face of 
your heaviest fire, but if you could, how much would you 
gain by forcing the sentiment which created it out of the 
peaceful channel of the ballot box, into some other clian- 
nel ? What would that other channel probably be ? Would 
the number of John Browns be lessened or enlarged by tbe 
operation ? 

But you will break up the Union rather than submit to a 
denial of your constitutional rights. 

That has a somewhat reckless sound ; but it would be;, 
palliated, if not fully Justified, were we proposing, by the 
mere force of numbers, to deprive you of some right, 
plainly written down in the Constitution. But we are pro- 
posing no such thing. 

When you make these declarations, you have a specific 
and well-understood allusion to an assumed constitutional 
right of yours, to take slaves into tlie federal territories, 
and to hold them there as property. But no such right is 
spec^cally written in the Constitution. That instrument 
is literally silent about any such right. We, on the con- 
trary, deny that such a right has any existence in the Con- 
stitution, even by implication. 

Your purpose, then, plainly stated, is, that you will 
destroy the Government, unless you be allowed to con- 
strue and enforce the Constitution us you please, on ail 
points in dispute between you and us. You will rule or 
ruin in all events. 

This, plainly stated, is your language to us. Perhaps 
you will say the Supreme Court has decided the disputed 
Constitutional question in your favor. Not quite so. 
But waiving tlie lawyer's distinction between dictum and 
decision, the Courts have decided the question for yon 
in a sort of way. The Courts have substantially said, it 
is your Constitutional right to take slaves into the 
federal territories, and to hold them there as property. 

When I say the decision was made in a sort of way, T 
mean it was made in a divided Court by a bare majority 
of the Judges, and they not quite agreeing with one 
another in the reasons for making it ; that it ia so made 
as that its avowed supporters disagree with one another 
about its meaning, and that it was mainly based upon a 
mistaken statement of fact— the statement in the opinion 
that " the right of property in a slave is dlsthictly and 
expressly affirmed in the Constitution." 

An inspection of the Constitution will show that the 
ri^t of property in a slave is not distinctly and expressly 
affirmed in it. Bear in mind the Judges do not pledge 
their Judicial opinion that such is right is impliedly af- 
firmed in the Constitution ; but they pledge their veracity 
that it Lb distinctly and expressly affirmed there—" dis- 
tinctly," that is, not mingled with anything else—** ex- 
pressly," that Is, in words meaning Just that, without the 
aid of any inference, and susceptible of no other meaning. 
If they had only pledged their Judicial opinion that 
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such light is affirmed in the instrument by Implication^ 
it would be open to others to show that neither the word 
'* slave" nor ** Slavery" is to be found in the Constitu- 
tioUf nor the word '* property" even, in any connection 
with the language alluding to the things slave, or Slavery, 
and that wherever in that instrument the slave is alluded 
to, he is called a ** person ;" and wherever his master's 
legal right in relation to him is alluded to, It is spoken of 
as *' service or labor due," as a **debt" payable in 
service or labor. Also, it would be open to show, by 
contemporaneous history, that this mode of alluding to 
slaves and Slavery, instead of speaking of them, was em- 
ployed on purpose to exclude from the Oonstitution the 
idea that there could be property in man. 

To show all this is easy and certain. 

When this obvious mistake of the Judges shall be 
brought to their notice, it is not reasonable to expect 
that they will withdraw the mistaken statement, and 
reconsider the conclusion based upon it ? 

And then it is to be remembered that '* our fathers, who 
framed the Government under which we live" — ^the men 
who made the Constitution— decided this same Constitu- 
tional question in our favor, long ago— decided it without 
a division among themselves, when making the decision ; 
without division among themselves about the meaning 
of it after it was made, and so far as any evidence is 
left, without basing it upon any mistaken statement of 
facts. 

Under all these circumstances, do you really feel 
yourselves Justified to break up this Government, un- 
less such a court decision as yours is shall be at once 
submitted to as a conclusive and final rule of political 
action ? 

But you will not abide the election of a Republican 
President. In that supposed event, you say, you will 
destroy the Union ; and then, you say, the great crime of 
having destroyed it will be upon us ? 

That is cool. A highwayman holds a pistol to my ear, 
and mutters through his teeth, *■'■ stand and deliver, or I 
shall kill you, and then you will be a murderer 1" 

To be sure, what the robber demanded of me — my 
money — was my own ; and I had a clear right to keep 
it ; but it was no more my own than my vote is my own : 
and the threat of death to me to extort my money, and 
the threat of destruction to the Union, to extort my 
vote, can scarcely be distinguished in principle. 

A few words now to Bepublicans. It is exceedingly 
desbrabie that all parts of this great Confederacy shall 
be at peace, and in harmony, one with another. Let us 
Republicans do our part to have it so. Kven though 
much provoked, let us do nothing through passion and 
ill temper. Even though the southern people will not so 
much as listen to us, let us calmly consider their 
demands, and yield to them if, in our deliberate view of 
our duty, we possibly can. Judging by all they say and 
do, and by the subject and nature of their controversy 
with us, let us determine, if we can, what will satisfy them? 

Will they be satisfied if the Territories be uncondition- 
ally surrendered to them t We know they will not. In 
all their present complaints agahist us, the Territories are 
scarcely mentioned. Invasions and insurrections are the 
rage nuw. Will it satisfy them if, in the future, we have 
nothing to do with invasions and insurrections? We 
know it will not. We so know because we know we never 
had anything to do with invasions and insurrections ; 
and yet this total abstaining does not exempt us from the 
charge and the denunciation. 

The question recurs, what will satisfy them ? Simply 
this : We must not only let them alone, but we must, 
somehow, convince them that we do let them alone. This, 
we know by experience, is no easy task. We have been 
so trying to convince them, from the very beginning of 
our organisation, but with no success. In ail our plat- 
forms and speeches we have constanUy protested our pur- 
pose to let them alone ; but this has had no tendency to 
convince them. Alike unavailing to convince them is 
the fact that they have never detected a man of us in 
any attempt to disturb tliem. 



These natural, and apparently adequate momns all foil- 
ing, what will convince them? Tliis, and this only: 
cease to call Slavery imvnfff and Join them in oidling it 
riffht. And this must be doue thoroughly— done in aei§ 
as well as in word; Silence will not be tolerated— we 
must place ourselves avowedly with them. Douglas's 
new sedition law must be enacted and enforoed, suppress- 
ing all declarations that Slavery is wrong, whether made 
in politics, in presses, in pulpits, xtt in private. We must 
arrest and return their fugitive slaves witL greedy 
pleasure. We must pull down our Free State eonstitations. 
Jhe whole atmosphere must be disinfected from all taint 
of opposition to Slavery, before they will cease to bdUeva 
that all their troubles proceed from us. 

I am quite aware they do not state their case precisely 
in this way. Most of* them would probably say to us, 
** Let us alone, do nothing to us, and say what you please 
about Slavery." But we do let them alone— hare never 
disturl>ed tiiem — so that, after all, it is what we say, 
which dissatisfies them. They will continue to accuse us 
of doing, until we cease saying. 

I am also aware they have not, as yet, in terms, 
demanded the overthrow of our Free State Constitutions. 
Yet those constitutions declare the wrong of Slavery, 
with more solemn emphasis, than do all other sayings 
against it ; and when all these other sayings ahaii have 
been silenced, the overthrow of these constitotioDa will 
be demanded, and nothing be left to resist the demand. 
It isnotliing to the contrary, that they do not demand the 
whole of this Just now. Demanding what they do, and 
for the reason they do, they can voluntarily stop nowhere 
short of this consummation. Holding, as they do, that 
Slavery is morally right, and socially elevating, tb^ can- 
not cease to demand a full national recognition of it, as 
a legal right, and a social blessing. 

Nor can we Justifiably withhold this, on any ground 
save our conviction that Slavery is wrong. If Slaveiy is 
right, all words, acts, laws, and constitutions against it, 
are themselves wrong, and should be silenced, and swept 
away. If it is right, we cannot Justly object to Its niktion- 
ality— its universality ; if it is wrong, they cannot Justly 
insist upon its extension — its enlargement. All they ask, 
we could readily grant, if we thought Slavery right ; all 
we ask, they could as readily grant, if they thought it 
wrong. Their thinking it right, and our thinking it 
wrong, is the precise fact upon which depends the wnole 
controversy. Thinking it right, as they do, they are not 
to blame for desiring its full recognition, as being right ; 
but, thinldng it wrong, as we do, can we yidd to ttiem? 
Can we cast our votes with their view, and ^[sdnst our 
own ? In view of our moral, social, and political respon- 
sibilities, can we do this ? 

Wrong as we think Slavery is, we can yet afford to let 
it alone where it is, because that much is due to the 
necessity arising from its actual presence in the nation ; 
but can we, while our votes will prevent it, allow it to 
spread into the National Territories, and to oremm os 
here in these Free States ? 

If our sense of duty forbids this, then let us stand by 
our duty, fearlessly and eflCectively. Let us be diverted by 
none of those sophistical contrivances wherewith we are 
so industriously plied and belabored— contrivances such 
as £nroping for some middle ground t>etween the right and 
the wrong, vain as the search for a man who should be 
neither a living man nor a dead man— such as a policy 
of ^* don't care" on a question about which all true men 
do care — such as Union appeals beseeching true Union 
men to yield to Disunionists, reversing the divine rule, 
and calling, not the sinners, but the righteous to repent- 
ance— euch as invocations to Washington, imploring men 
to unsay what Wasliington said, and undo what Washing- 
ton did. 

Neither let us be slandered from our dnty by Iklse 
accusations against us, nor frightened from it by asenaces 
of destruction to the Government, nor of dungeons to 
ourselves. Let us have faith that right makes might, and 
in that faith, let us, to the end, dare to do our dn^, as 
we understand it. 
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tliat constitutional checki cannot stand for any time 
agiiUMC tilt progress of Northern opinion, but, 

'* ITree labor," says Mr. Seward, " has at last apprehended 
its nghis au(l its desUnjr, and is organising itself to assume the 

Krerumeat of the liepublia It will henceforth meet you 
Ully aud resolutely here (Washingtoa ;> it will meet you 
everywhere, iu the Territories and out of them, whererer you 
tOAyjto to extend Slavery. It has driven you back in Callmr- 
nia and in ICansas : it will invade you soon in Delaware, 
MarylaotL Virgiuia, Missouri and Texas. It will meet you in 
Ariy""*^, in Central America, and even in Cuba." 

Not content with confining it to the Tecritories, he 
adds: 

" You may, indeed, get a start under or near the tropics, 
and seem safe for a time, but it will be only a short ttme, 
Kven there you will found States only for firee labor to main- 
tain and occupy. The interest of the white race demands the 
ultimate emancipation of all men. Whether tliat consumma- 
tion shall be allowed to take effect, with needful and wise pre- 
oantloos against sudden change and disaster, or be hurried on 
by violence, is all that remains for you to decide. The white 
man needs this continent to labor upon. His head Is clear, his 
arm Is strong, and his neceiisaries are fixed. It is for your- 
selves and not for us to decide liow long and tlurough what 
further mortiUcatlons and disasters the contest shall be pro- 
tracted, belbre fireedom shall ei^joy her alreadv assurcKi 
triumph ! You mav refuse to vleid it now, and for a short 
period, but your refusal will only animate the fHends of free- 
dom with the courage and the resolution, and produce Uie 
uuion among them, which alone are necessary on their part, 
to attain the position itself; simultaneously with ttie impending 
overthrow or the exciting l-'ederal Administration, and the 
Oonstituiion of a new aud more independent Congress, "—and 
they tliink'they tiaue that Congress. 

I tell you again, fellow-citizens, this is not the opinion 
of Mr. tiicwA&o alone. It is Mr. Skwaro and, with one 
or two exceptions, the other Republican Senators in the 
Senate of the United States, and nine-tenths of the 
Republican members of the House of Representatives. 
Could that language have been uttered with impunity or 
been sustidned at the epoch of 1779, when the Constitu- 
tion was formed ? Did not the Constitution languish and 
stop Just because there was some question about insert- 
ing these checks about the institution of the Southern 
States ? Were they not put into the Constitution by the 
great men who formed it, and are not ail the citixens of 
ail the States bound to respect the relations that exist 
between them, and to give the Southern States peace in 
tUs Union? How do you receive the declaration that 
there is an irrepressible conflict waging — that there shall 
be no peace ? There is no use attempting to turf over 
the volcano, there is no use crying peace when there is 
no peace. It is Uie avoyred purpose of the Republican 
party to agitate, agitate ; to overturn the Constitution 
itself, until they succeed not only in drawing a cordon 
around you, and shutting you within your present limits, 
but to put you in a position where you were about, fur 
peace sake, to emancipate your slaves. 

Well might we say, as was once said in France, 
** Oil, Constitution i what crimes are committed in thy 
sacred name 1** 

HKLPKR*S CRISIS. 

But, gentlemen, I hold in my hand another book, 
wliich is of no consequence as the opinions of its indivi- 
dual author, but is of consequence as indorsed by the 
distinguished gentleman from whose productions I have 
read, and as indorsed also by sixty-eight or nine Repub- 
licans of the House of Representatives, who represent a 
constituency of seven millions of people. This, then, 
may be considered as the declaration of near seven 
millions of men. What is it ? It is a book called the 
** Impendii^ Crisis of the Soutli," by a person called 
Helper, who professes to be a North Carolinian. Wfarether 
he is or not 1 am unable to say. (I will read very little, 
gentlemen.) In this book, thus indorsed by nearly 
seventy members of the House of Representatives, 
representiqg nearly seven millions of the people, this 
sentiment is declared : 

The slaveholding oligarchy say we cannot abolish 
Slavery without infringing on the right of property. 
Again we tell them we do not recognize property in 
men. 

But the Constitution does; the bond of our Union 
does, and the Supreme Court of the United States has 
decided that it does. Our fathers so considered it. it 
has been so admitted all the time, until the apostles of 
the new doctrine spoke. At another point lie says : 

For the services of the blaclts from the 20th of August, 
1620, up to the 4th of July, 1869— an Interval of precisely 
two hundred and forty-eight years, ten months and 
fourteen days — their masters, if unwilling, ought, in our 
Judgment, to be compelled to grant them their freedom, 
and to pay each and every one of them at least sixty 
dollars cash in hand. 

He goes on to remark that It would only take two 



crops of oottoo, and a trifle over, to do it. That wm 
indorsed, I tell you again, by iizty*«i8ht or rixtj-oiiw 
members of the House of Represeotatives, and the TSfy 
gentleman who they are ninning for l^peaker of thai 
body indorsed it. It is true, his fdends aay that ha 
indorsed it without liaving read it. Admit that to bo 
true, he lias again and again, when called upon, reftited 
to disavow those sentiments, hence tlie excuse is paltiy. 

harper's tebbt. 

That if the condition of affahrs, and that Is the eon- 
dition of the Republican organisation of this ooontry, 
if any reliance is to be placed in their record, in thdr 
declarations, in their public attitude, in the attitade 
which they defiantly assume before the country. Their 
purpose is te make war, eternal war, upon the institii- 
tions of one half of the States of the Union. Gradually 
we approach the crisis until at last is not the legitimate 
result of the irrepressible conflict of which they speak, 
of the crime of which they say we are guilty, to put 
down these relics of barbarism? Tlie ignorant and 
fanatical throw off the obligations of the Constitotioa 
and invade by violence the Southern States of the 
Union, and although I am far flrom holding the Repab- 
lican party of the North, or any large portion of then, 
responsible for the late atrocious proceedings in Vir- 
ginia, I do say that that proceeding was the carrying 
out of the logical result of their teachings— carrying tt 
into execution. How did they receive it ? Why gentle- 
men, the conservative portion of the North abhors It ; 
but, in the Senate and House, in the great body of their 
public press, what do they say of it ? That tliey regret 
it — they deplore it — ^they even condemn it— they say, 
because it was against law, and they stand for law. 
These are the honeyed and qualified phrases with whicfa 
they characterize the most atrocious act of treason, 
rapine, and murder combined, that was ever known in 
the Republic, and then, as though afraid of what they 
have said, they immediately go on to eulogize the man 
and his motives, much as they regret the act. 

A YOLLET OF C03fPLA!NIX03. 

Gentlemen, have we no complaints in other respects f 
Are laws passed for tiie purpose of puuidhing tliose who 
make inroads into tli« border States and rob us of our 
property? Suppose a Kentuckian should go into the 
State of Oliio aud rob a citizen of that £>tate, does any 
one duubi that we would pass a law to punish him and 
to prevent tlie recurreuce of the outrage? So far from 
tills being tlieir cuurse, they are encouraged, and we are 
subject tu constant secret predatory incursions by which 
we it>se annually hundreds of thousands of dollan, 
these people availing themselves of the bond of amity 
between us, to perpetrate the outrage. 

That is not all ! About one half of the N(Hthem 
States have passed laws and made it a criminal and 
penal oU'eiice for their citizens to give any assistance in 
the reuditiuu of fugitive slaves. Massachusetts has 
passed laws closing her Jaihito us, and making it a penal 
oli'euce to aid in the enforcement of the Fugitive Slave 
law, or to appear as council to try such a case, that 
nullifying the laws of Congress, and of the United 
States, distinctly, aud some seven or eight States liave 
passed similar laws refusing all remedy aud making it 
peual in their citizens to obey the behests of the Constt- 
tutlun. 

1 have not uttered these things for the purpose of 
arousing any spirit of disloyalty to the Constitution and 
the Union. I hope I love them as reverently as any man 
within the sound of my voice, but let us look and see the 
facts as they are. What may be set down as the on- 
questioned purpose of this organization ? It is avowed 
that it is to exclude all and any Slave States from tba 
Union hereafter. It ia to give us no fugitive slave law, 
declaring that the States under the Constitution must 
provide for that, and then to give no remedy in tha 
States ; it is to pass no l^vfi for the purpose of prevents 
ing the robbery of our property but, on the contrary, 
in many Slates to make it penal to enforce the law ; it 
is to abolish Slavery in tlie District of Columbia; to 
abolish the internal slave-trade and the coastwbe slave- 
trade, and then to a^^tate aud agitate, giving as no 
peace as long as we retain this * relic of barbarism** 
and crime, as they call it. 

This is the purpose. Are you ready for it? Are yoa 
ready to say we will make no stand iu any form for 
your Constitutional rights ? I thiuk you are not ! Yet 
that is the'present condition of affairs — but what are we 
to do? 

PRACTICAL REMEDIES. 

I know they will consider the consequences, and cara- 
fUlly consider the consequences of any serious colUaloos 
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believe we are standing to-day not In the presence of 
spectres and shadows, but in the presence of terrible reiUi- 
ties. There is a mode by which we can have peace — a 
permanent peace — and that is by an utter and absolute 
surrender of all our rights upon the subj<»ct to which I have 
referred, at the call of this Republican Party. If we do 
not make this surrender, we \dil have na peace until the 
Republican Party is destroyed, which can only be done by 
producing a reaction upon the public mind of the North. 
As it is, without our being aware of it, things are getting 
worse every #^. I had almost intended to say, that we 
were absolutely dissolving month by month, and year by 
year. I see no mode— wiser men than I see no mode to 
avoid this, except to produce a reaction in the public mind, 
and to bring up sharply, in some form, the question, Can 
we not. North and South, live in peace with our several 
State institutions, after the manner of our fathers ? For 
myself. I yet believe in, and I have an abounding hope of, 
the ultimate destiny of our common country. I believe a 
reaction will take place ; and I beUeve that out of this com- 
motion is destined to come for us an era of tranquillity 
and peace. Of this I am quite certain, that this Common- 
wealth of Kentucky will pursue a course answerable to her 



character and history ; she w&l stand by the ankm of ttt 
States as long as there is a thread of the CkMWtitiitioii to 
hold it together. We know that If madness, and foUy, and 
fanaticism shall succeed in tearing down im fidrett fabrie 
ever erected to Uberty among men — we know that «ar 
honored State will conduct herself with so mwAimoden^ 
tion and prudence that she shall stand jurtified tor ber 
acts before men and 1^ the eye of Heaven. 

Fellow-citizens, I do not propose to detain yi>u by more 
extended observations. I have trespassed too far upon 
yout time already. I tUnk, if you will allow me to tay ao, 
that I know something of the temper, and si^t, and into-- 
rest of this people ; and, as far as my humble abilities ex- 
tend, I propose, in the sphere to which you have devoted 
me, to serve you with all the fidelity of a gpratefUl heart. 
At all times, and under all circumstances, I owe my alle- 
giance to the State, and I am ready, and willing, and anx- 
ious to devote whatever faculties of mind and body I pos- 
sess to serve you, and to serve you with the nncalcnhuing 
devotion of a man who loves the green monntaina and 
smiling plains, the clear running streams and the genegrons 
people of the State, and with one who loves all bar infinnl- 
ties with the affection of a son. 
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SPEECH OF SENATOR DOUGLAS. 

delivered at Springfield^ III., June 12, 1851. 



Mb. President, Ladirs and Gentlimkn: I appear 
before you to-night, at the request of the grand jury in 
attendance upon the United States Court, for the pur- 
pose of submitting my views upon certain topics upon 
which they have expressed a desire to hear my opinion. 
It was not my purpose when I arrived among you, to 
have engaged in any public or political discussion ; but 
when called upon by a body of gentlemen so intelligent 
and respectable, coming from all parts of the State, and 
connected with the administration of public justice, I do 
not feel at liberty to withhold a full and frank expres- 
sion of my opinion upon the subjects to which they have 
referred, and which now engrosses so large a share of 
the public attention. 

The points which I am requested to discuss are : 

let. The present condition and prospects of Kansas. 

2d. The principles affirmed by the Supreme Court of 
the United iStates in the Dred Scott case. 

8d. The condition of things in Utah, and the appropri* 
ate remedies for existing evils. 

KANSAS. 

Of the Kansas question but little need be said at the 
present time. You are familiar with the history of the 
question, and my connection with it. Subsequent re- 
flection has strengthened and confirmed my convictions 
in the soundness of the principles and the correctness of 
the course I have felt it my duty to pursue upon that 
subject. Kansas is about to speak for hei-self through 
her delegates assembled in Convention to form a Consti> 
tution, preparatory to her admission into the Union on 
an equal footing with the original States. Peace and 
prosperity now prevail throughout her borders. The 
law under which her delegates are about to be elected, 
is believed to be just and fair in all its objects and pro- 
visions. There is every reason to hope and believe that 
the law will be fairly interpreted and impartially exe- 
cuted, so as to insure to every bona fid^ inhabitant the 
free and quiet exercise of the elective franchise. If any 
portion of the inhabitants, acting under the advice of 
political leaders in distant States, shall choose to absent 
themselves from the polls, and withhold their votes, with 
a view of leaving the Free State Democrats in a minority, 
and thus securing a Pro-Slavery Constitution in opposi- 
tion to the wishes of a majority of the people living 
under it, let the responsibility rest on those who, for 
partisan purposes, will sacrifice the principles they pro- 
fess to cherish and promote. Upon them, and upon the 
political party for whose benefit and under tlxe direction 



of whose leaders they act, let the blame be visited of 
fastening upon the people of a new State, institutioni 
repugnant to their feelings and in violation of their 
wishes. The organic act secures to the people of Kansas 
the sole and exclusive right of forming and regulating 
their domestic institutions to suit themselves, subject to 
no other limitation than that which the Constitution of 
the United States Imposes. The Deraocratid party Is 
determined to see the great fundamental principles of 
the organic act carried out in good faith. The present 
election law in Kansas is acknowledged to be fair and 
just — the rights of the voters are clearly defined — and 
the exercise of those rights will be efficiently and scru- 
pulously protected. Uence, if the majority of the 
people of Kansas desire to have It a Free State (and we 
are told by the Republican party that nine-tenths of the 
people of that Territory are Free State men), there Is no 
obstacle in the way of bringing Kansas into the Unioa 
as a Fi*ee State, by the votes and voice of her own peo- 
ple, and in conformity with the principles of the Kansas- 
Nebraska act ; provided all the Free State men will go 
to the polls, and vote their principles in accordance with 
their'professions. If such Is not the result let the conse- 
quences be visited upon the heads of those whose poli^ 
it is to produce strife, anarchy and bloodshed in Kansas, 
that their party may profit by Slavery agitation in tbe 
Northern States of this Union. That the Democrats In 
Kansas will perform their duty fearlessly and nobly, 
according to the principle they cherisli, 1 have no doubt, 
and that the result of the struggle will be such as will 
gladden the heart and strengthen the hopes of evoy 
friend of the Union, I have entire confidence. 

The Kansas question being settled peacefully and satis- 
factorily, in accordance with the wisheD of her own people. 
Slavery agitation should be banisihed from the halls of 
Congress, and cease to be an exciting element in our 
political struggles. Give fair play to that principle of 
self-government which recognizes the right of the people 
of each State and Territory, to form and regulate their 
own domestic institutions, and sectiunal strife will be 
forced to give place to that fraternal feeling which 
animated the fathers of the Revuluiion, and made every 
citizen of every State of this glorious confederacy a m«io- 
ber of a common brotherhood. 

That we are steadily and rapidly approaching that re- 
sult, I cannot doubt, for the Slavery Ittsue has already 
dwindled down to the narrow liiuiis covered by tha 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States in tbe 
Dred Scott case. The moment that decision was pro* 
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Bonmeed, and before the opinions of the Court could be 
pubUehcd and read by the people, the newspaper press in 
tha Interest of a powerful p<4itical party in this country, 
b^an to pour forth torrents of abuse and misrepresenta- 
tlana, not only ui>on the decision, but upon the citaracter 
and motiyes of the venerable Chief Justice and his illus- 
trknu associates on the bench. The character of Ciiief 
Justice Taney and the associate Judges who concurred 
with him, reqnir^ no eulogy— no vindication from me. 
Tliej are endeared to the people of the United States by 
their eminent public services — venerated for their great 
teaming, wisdom and experience — and beloved for the 
spotless purity of their characters and tiieir exemplary 
livee. The poisonous shafts of partisan malice will fall 
harmless at their feet, while their judicial decisions will 
stand in all future time, a proud monument to their great* 
n«MB, the admiration of the good and wise, and a rebuke 
to the partisans of faction and lawless violence. If, 
nnftMrtunacely, any considerable portiun of the people of 
the United States shall so far forget their obligations to 
sodety as to allow partisan leaders to array them in 
violent resistance to the final decision of the highest 
judicial tribunal on earth. It will become the duty of all 
the friends of order and constitutional government, with- 
out reference to past political differences, to organize 
themselves and marshal their forces under the glorious 
banner of the Union, in vindication of the Constitution 
and the supremacy of the laws over the advocates of 
faction and the champioiui of violence. To preserve the 
Constitution inviolate, and vindicate the supremacy of 
the laws, is the first and highest duty of every citizen of a 
free Republic. The peculiar merit of our form of govern- 
ment over all others, consists in the fact that the law, 
instead of the arbitrary will of a hereditary prince, pre- 
scribes, defines and protects ail our rights. In this 
country the law is the will of the people, embodied and 
expressed according to the forms of the Constitution. 
The Courts are the tribunals prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion, and created by the authority of the people to deter- 
mine, expound and enforce the law. Uence, whoever 
resists the final decision of the highest judicial tribunal, 
aims a deadly blow to our whole republican system of 
government — a blow which, if successful, would place all 
our rights and liberties at the mercy of passion, anarchy 
and violence. I repeat, therefore, that if resistance to 
ttie decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
in a matter like the points decided in theDred Scott case, 
dearly within their jurisdiction as defined by the Con- 
Aitntion, shall be forced upon the country as a political 
issne, it will become a distinct and naked issue between 
the friends and the enemies of the Constitution— the 
ftiendB and ^e enemies of the supremacy of the laws. 

THE DBED SCOTT DECISION. 

Ibe oase of Dred Scott was an action of trespass, vi et 
armia, in the Chrcuit Court of the United States for the 
Iristrict of Missouri, for the purpose of establishing his 
elahn to be a free man, and was taken by writ of error 
on y^e application of Scott to the Supreme Court of the 
Ui^ted States, where the final decision was pronounced 
by Chief Justice Taney. The facta of the case were 
agreed upon and admitted to be true by both parties, 
aod were in substance, that Dred Scott was a negro slave 
In Missouri, that he went with his master, who was an 
olfieer in the army, to Fort Armstrong, on Rock Island, 
and thence to Fort Snelling on the west bank of the Mis- 
iissippi River, and withhi the country covered by the act 
of Congress known as the Missouri Compromise : and then 
ha reuccompuiied his master to the State of Missouri, 
where he has shice remained a slave. Upon this state- 
Dent of facte two important and material questions arose, 
betides several incidental and minor ones, which it was 
iMmmbeut upon the Court to take notice of and decide. 
The Court did not attempt to avoid responsibility by dis- 
posing of the case upon technical points without touch- 
fug the merits, nor did they go out of their way to decide 
qioestions not properly before them and directly present- 
ed by the record. Like honest and conscientious judges, 
as tiiey are, they met and decided each point as it arose, 
and faithfully performed their whole duty and nothing 
bat their duty to the country by determining ail the 
questiona in the case, and nothing but what was essen- 
ttal to the decision of the case upon its merits. The State 
Ooorts of Missouii had decided against Dred Scott, and 
declared him and his children slaves, and the Circuit 
Goiurt of the United States for the district of Missouri 
had decided the same thing in this very case which had 
thoa been removed to the Supreme Court of the United 
States by Scott, with the hope of reversing the decision 
of the Circuit Court and securing his freedom. If the 
Supreme Court had dismissed the writ of error for want 
of jurtsdictlon, without first examining into and deciding 



the merits of the case, as they are now denounced and 
abased for not having done, the result would have been 
to remand Dred Scott and his children to perpetual 
Slavery under the decbions which had already been 
pronounced by the Supreme Court of Missouri, as well 
as by the Ch-cuit Court of the United States, without 
obtaining a decision on the merits of his case by the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. Suppose Chief Jus- 
tice Taney and his associates had thus remanded Dred 
Scott and his children back to Slavery on a plea in 
abatement or any mere technical point, not touching the 
merits of the question, and without deciding whether 
under the Constitution and laws as applied to the facts of 
the case Dred Scott was a free man or a slave, would they 
not have been denounced with increased virulence and 
bitterness on the charge of having remanded Dred 
Scott to perpetual Slavery without first examining. the 
merits of his case and ascertidning whether he was a 
slave or not ? 

If the case had been disposed of in that way, who can 
doubt that such would have been the character of the de- 
nunciations which would have been hurled upon the 
devoted heads of those illustrious Judges with much 
more plausibility and show of fairness than they are now 
denuunced for having decided the case fairly and hon- 
estly upon its merits? 

The material and controlling points of the case— those 
which have been made the subject of unmeasured abuse 
and denunciation — may be thus stated : 

1. The Court decided that under the Constitution of the 
United States a negro descended from slave parents is 
not and cannot be a citizen of the United States. 

2. That the act of the 6th of March, 1820, commonly 
called the Missouri Compromise act, was unconstitutional 
and void before it was repealed by the Nebraska act, and 
consequently did not and could not have the legal effect 
of extinguishing a master's right to his slave in that 
Territory. While the right continues In full force under 
the guaranty of the Constitution, and cannot be divested 
or alienated by an act of Congress, it necessarily remains 
a barren and a worthless riglit, unless sustained, pro- 
tected and enforced by appropriate police regulations and 
local legislation, prescribing adequate remedies for its 
violation. These regulations and remedies must necessa- 
rily depend entirely upon the will and wishes of the 
people of the Territory, as they can only be prescribed by 
the local Legislatures. Hence the great principle of 
popular sovereignty and self-government is sustained 
and firmly established by the authority of this decision. 
Thus it appears that the only sin involved in the passage 
of the Kansas-Nebraska act consists in the fact of having 
removed from the statute-book an act of Congress which 
was unauthorised by the ConstHution of the United 
States, and void because passed without constitutional 
authority, and constituted in lien of it the great funda- 
mental principle of self-government, which recognises the 
rights of the people of such State and Territory to control 
their own domestic concerns. 

I will direct attention to the question involved In the 
first proposition, to wit : That the negro is not and can- 
nut be a citizen of the United States. 

We are tuld by a certain political organization that 
that decision is cruel— is inhuman and infamous, and 
siiould neither be respected nor obeyed. What is the 
objection to that decision? Simply that the negro is not 
a citizen. What is the object of making him a citizen ? 
or course to give him the rights, privileges and immuni- 
ties of a citizen, it being the great fundamental law in 
our Government, that under the law, citizens are equal in 
their rights and privileges. It is said to ht inhuman— to 
be infamous — to deprive an African negro of these privi- 
leges of citizenship, which would put him on an equality 
with the other citizens of the country. 

Now, let me ask my fellow-citizens, are you prepared to 
resist the constituted authorities of this country, in order 
to secure citizenship, and, through citizenship, equality 
with the white man. (Voices, " No ! no !") If you are, you 
must reverse the whole policy of this State — the organic la^ 
of our own State. In order to carry out that principle of 
negro citizenship and negro equality under the law, you 
must not only reverse the organic law in our own State, 
but of every other State hi this Union. But you have not 
accomplished it then ; you must make fiu-ious war upon 
the slaveholding States, to compel them to emancipate and 
set at liberty their three millions of slaves. When that 
shall be done, before you have secured that great princi- 
ple of equality to the son of Africa, you must strike out 
of the constitution of Illinois that provision which prevents 
a negro, whether free or slave, from crossing the Ohio or 
the Mississippi, and coming into Illinois to reside. When 
you shall have made that change in our organic law, and 
turned loose all the Africans that may choose to come 
from the slaveholding States to settle upon oux ^f^kVfta^ 
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and torn Illinois into a negro colony, ratlier than into a 
State of white men, still yon have not secareU to the negro 
the ri^ts of dtizensUp on an equality with the white man. 
You must then strike the word *' white" out of the constir 
tution of our own State, and allow the negro to come to 
our polls and vote on an equality with yourselves. You 
must also change the Constitution in that respect that de- 
clares, that a negro shall not be eligible to oflBce, and de- 
clare that a negro shall be eligible to your Legislature, to 
the bar, bench, and gubernatorial chair. And still you 
have not reached that point to which we are told we must 
go, of placing the negro on an equality with other citizens. 
You must admit him to the Jury-box, and license him by 
law to marry a white woman. And then you will have 
secured nearly all the privileges that the decision of the 
Supreme Court has denied him. (Applause.) 

I submit to you, fellow-citizenB, whether any man can 
pronounce the decision inhuman and infamous, without 
resortiog to that great principle, which, earned out, 
puts the negro on an equality with other citizens. But 
listen to the speeches of any one of those who sympathize 
so much with the poor African that they are not willing to 
allow Mm to occupy an inferior position, and you will find 
that they uU adhere to the position of negro equality. For 
instance, did you ever hear any of them make a public 
speech in which he did not quote the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, that " we hold all men are bom free and equal," 
and then appeal to you to know whether Slavery could be 
Justitiud or palliated by any man who believed in the De- 
claration of Independence. Do they not argue that by 
this instrument negroes were declared to be born equal to 
wldte men ; and hence, any man who is opposed to carry- 
ing out that great dear principle of theirs, of negro 
equality with the white man, is opposed to the Declaration 
of Independence. 

Now, my friends, permit me to reply to this assumption, 
that the Declaration of Independence declared the negro 
to be equal with wliito men, by a few historical facts re- 
corded in our school-books, and familiar to our children. 
By reference to the History of the United States, you will 
find that on the Fourth of July, 1776, when the Declara- 
tion of Independence was put forth, the thirteen colonies 
were then, each and all' of them, 8lavehol(Ung colonies. 
Kdch signer of tlie Declaration, without an exception, re- 
presented a slavcholding constituency. Every battle of 
the Revolutionary War, firom Lexington and Bunker Hill 
to Ktng^s Mountain and Yorktown, was fought in a slave- 
holding constituency. The treaty of peace with Great 
Britain which acknowledged our independence, was made 
on the part of Great Britain on the one side and the thir- 
teen original slaveholding States on the other. Passing 
from that to the formation of the Constitution of the 
United States, you will find that instrument was framed, 
and adopted, and put into operation with the immortal 
Washington at the head, by twelve slaveholding States 
and one free ^tate, or one State about to become free. In 
view of these facts, I submit to you whether any sane man 
can assert that the founders of our institutions intended to 
put the negro and the white man on an eciuality in the sys- 
tem of government which they adopted ? If the signers of the 
Declaration had intended to declare the negro equal to the 
white man, would not they, on that very day, have aboiislied 
Slavery in every one of the States of the Union in order to 
have conformed to that Declaration ? If any one of these 
States had thus understood the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, would not that State then immediately have abol- 
ished Slavery, and put the negro on an equality with the 
white man in conformity with that Declaration? Did they 
do so ? I have already shown yon that no one of those 
States abolished Slavery during the whole period of the 
Revolutionary war. I have already stated, and I challenge 
contradiction, that to this day no one of them has put 
the negro on an equality with the white man in all the 
laws touching on the relations of life. And yet, if they 
honestly believed the Declaration of Independence meant 
negroes as well as white men, they were bound to advocate 
every law so as to carry out their principle. Their por- 
tion on this subject woidd charge the rigners of that De- 
claration with hypocrisy in making it to the world, and 
going on to fight battles on the principle thus asserted. 
ui no vindication is needed from me of those immortal 
men who drafted, and signed, and proclahned to the world 
the Declaration of Independence. They did what they 
professed. They had reference to the white man, and to 
him only, when they declared all men were created equi^ 
They were in a struggle with Great Britain. The principle 
they were asserting was that a British subject, bom on 
American soil was equal to a British subject bom in Eng- 
land—that a British subject here was entitled to all the 
rights, and privileges, and immunities, tmder the British 
Constitution, that a British subject hi England enjoyed ; 
that their rights were inalienable, and hence that Parlia- 
ment, whotte power was omuipotout, bad no power to 



alienate them, niey did not iimaii tbe ii^{roei and Ib> 
dians — they did not say we wiiite men and negroet wm 
born equal; but thoy were speaJdng oi (he raca of pfK^li 
who colonized America, who ruled America^ and who wen 
declaring the liberties of Americani, when they procIaioflA 
the self-evident troth ttiat those men were bom frea aad 
equal And if you will examine the Journal of the CSoott 
nental Congress you will find thia ffreat pzinc^la canied 
out. No one of the colonies would then content to tbel)» 
claration of Independence until they had placed on the 
record the express reservation, that each c^ny reeerred 
and retained to itself the sole and excluslTe rij^ of regu* 
lathig its own domestic concerns and police regolat&oDs. 
It wiEis made a fundamental condition of the Deciaratioit, 
that this right should be forever reserved beyoiad tbe 
power of Congress or other Confederation or power en 
earth, except the firee will of their own people. The artt 
cles of confederation were based upon the same great ftm* 
damental principle, and the Constitution of the United 
States was adopted for the purpose of preserving and ca^ 
rying into effect the same grand principle Uiat made v 
one people for one specified object, but i'esenred to eaoii 
State and each locality the sole and exclualYe pAvilege ol 
managing its own domestic concerns. 

At that day the negro was looked upon as a being of aa 
infer.or race. All history had proved that in no part of 
the world, or of the world's history, had the negro ever 
shown himself capable of self-government, and it was not 
the intention of the founders of this Government to 
violate tliat great law of God, which made the distinctioa 
between Uie white and the black man. That distinction if 
plain and palpable, and it has been the rule of civilisatioa 
and of Ciirhitianity the world over, that whenever any 
one man, or set of men, were incapable of idling care or 
Uiemselves, tliey should consent to t>e governed by thosa 
who were capable of managing their affairs for them, tt 
is on that principle that your courts of justice ^point 
guardians to take charge of Uie idiot, the lunatic, the 
insane, blind, dumb, the unfortunate, whatever may l>elill 
condition. And if history had proved tliat the negro raoei 
as a race, were incapable of self-government, it was not 
only ti)e right but the duty of those who were capable to 
provide for them. It did not necessarily follow that they 
were to be reduced to Slavery. The true principle is that 
the inferior race should be allowed to enjoy all their 
rights, which their naiure is capable of exercising and 
enjoying, consistently with the good of society. I would 
not advocate that the negro sliould be treated harshly or 
unkindly. Far from it. I would extend and secure Id 
him every right, privilege and immunity he was capable 
of eigoying consistent with the highest welfare of socieiyi 
The Gonstiiutiou is founded on that great principle, and 
leaves to eacti State, as the articles of confederation did 
to each colony, the right to determine for itself wliat 
these principles were, and tiie extent of them, in order 
tliat they might adopt their laws to their actual condition. 
Under that great provision, Illinois has chosen to say, 
that the negro shall not come here to reside— that a n^ro 
shall not vote — shall not hold office— Hsliail not serve in tlie 
jury-box— shall not marry white women— and I think 
tliat the Constitution of Illinois is wisely framed as to this 
provision. On the other hand, Kentucky goes furthefi 
and deprives the negro of his right over his person. 
Kentucky, under the Constitution, had a right to make 
that provision. We have no right to complain of her, 
nor can she complain of us. Each has the right to do aa 
it pleases, and each must mind its own business and not 
interfere with its neighbor's concerns. (Applause.) 

Our fathers, when they framed this Government, bad 
witnessed the sad and melancholy results of the mixture 
of the races in Mexico, South America and Central 
America^ where the Spanish, from motives of policy, bad 
admitted the negro and other inferior races to citixenship, 
and, consequently, to political and social amalgamation. 
The demoralization and degradation which prevailed in 
the Spanish and French colonies, where no diatinctiona on 
account of color or race were tolerated, operated aa a 
warning to our revolutionary fathers to preserve the 
purity of tiie wldte race, and to establish their political« 
social and domestic institutions upon such a basis aa 
would forever exclude the idea of negro citizenship and 
negro equality. (Applause.) 

They understood that great natural law which dedaraa 
that amalgamation between superior and inferior races 
brings their posterity down to the lower level of the infe- 
rior, but never elevates them to the high level of Uie ni- 
perior race. I appeal to each of those gallant young 
men before me, who won immortal glory on the bloody 
fields of Mexico, in vindication of their country's right 
and honor, whether their information and observation in 
that country does not fully sustain tlie truth of the pro- 
position that amalgamation is degradation, demoraliza- 
tion, disease and death? Is it true that the negro is our 
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eqpial and oar brother f The history of the times clearly 
•how that our fathers did not regard the Aflrican race as 
any kin to them, and determined so to lay the foundation 
off society and government that they should nerer be of 
kin to tiieir posterity. (Immense applause.) 

Bat, when you confer upon the African race the priyi- 
logea of cltiaenstiip, and put them on an equality with 
white men at the polls, in the Jury-box, on the bench, in 
the Bzeeutive chair, and in the councils of the nation, 
upon what principle will you deny their equality at the 
festive board and in the domestic circle ? 

The Snpreme Court of the United States have decided 
that, under the Oonstitution, a negro is not and cannot 
be a citizen. 

She KepobUcan Abolition party pronounce that decision 
omd, inhuman and infamous, and appeal to the Ameri- 
ean people to disregard and rettise to obey it. Let us 
Join issue with them, and put ourselves upon the country 
for trlaL (Cheers and applause.) 

CONDITION or AFFAIBg IN UTAH, AND THE 

BEMEDT. 

lir. President, I will now respond to the call which has 
been made npon me for my opinions of the condition of 
things in Utah, and the appropriate remedies for existing 
•vUs. 

The Territory of Utah was organiEed under one of the 
aets known as the Compromise Measures of 1S50, on the 
supposition that the inhabitants were American citizens, 
owing and acknovrtedging allegiance to the United States, 
and consequently entitled to the benefits of self-govern- 
ment while a Territory* and to admiitsion in the Union 
on an equal footing with the original States, as soon as 
they should number the requisite population. It was 
conceded on all hands, and by all parties, that the pecu- 
Uarlties of their religious faith and ceremonies interposed 
no valid and constitutional objection to their reception 
Into the Union, in conformity with the Federal Constitu- 
tion, 80 long as they were in all other respects entitled to 
admission. Hence, the great political parties of the 
eoonU'y indorsed and approved the Compromise Mea- 
sures of 1850, including the act for the organization of the 
Territory of Utah, with the hope and in the confidence 
that the inhabitants would conform to the Constitution 
and laws, and prove themselves worthy, respectable and 
law-abiding citizens. If we are permitted to place cre- 
drnce in the rumors and reports from that country (and 
it must be admitted that Uiey have increased and 
strengthened and assumed consistency and plausibility by 
eaeh successive mail), seven years* experience has dis- 
cloeed a state of facts entirely different from that which 
was supposed to exist when Utah was organized. These 
rumors and reports would seem to justify the belief tliat 
the following facts are susceptible of proof. 

1. That nine-tenths of the inhabitants are aliens by 
birth, who have refhsed to become naturalized, or to 
take the oath of allegiance, or to do any other act recog- 
nizing the Government of the United States as the para- 
mount authority in that Territory. 

S. That all the inhabitants, whether native or alien 
bom, known as Mormons, (and they constitute the whole 
people of the Territory), are bound by horrid oaths and 
terrible penalties, to recognize and maintain the autho- 
rity of Brigfaam Young, and the government of which he 
b the head, as paramount to that of the United States, 
in dvil as well as In religious affairs ; and that they will, 
In due time, and under the direction of their leaders, 
nse all means in their power to subvert the government 
of the United States, and resist its authority. 

8. That the Mormon government, with Biigham Toung 
at Its bead, is now forming alliance with Indian tribes 
in Utah and adjoining territories— stimulating the In- 
diana to acts of hostUity— and organizing bands of his 
own followers under the name of *' Danites, or Destroy- 
ing Angela," to prosecute a system of robbery and 
marders upon Ameilcan citizens, who support the 
authority of the United States, and denounce the in- 
fsmons and dlsgnsting practices and institutions of the 
MormoD Government. 

I^ npon a Aill investigation, these representations 
shall prove * true, they will establish the fact that the 
Mormon inhabitants of Utah, as a community, are out- 
laws and alien enemies, unfit to exercise the right of 
self-government under Uie organic act, and unworthy to 
be adndtted into the Union as a State, when thehr only 
object in seeking admission is to interpose the sov- 
ereignty of the State, as an Invincible shield to protect 
thess in their treason and crime, debauchery and in- 
famy. (Applause.) 

Under Uiis view of the subject, I think It Is the duty 
of the President, as I have no doubt It is his fixed pur- 
pose to T^nove Brigham Young and all his followers 



fh>m office, and to fill their places with bold, able, and 
true men, and to cause a thorough and searching inves* 
tigatloninto all the crimes and enormities which are 
alleged to be perpetrated dally in that Territory', under 
the direction of Brigham Young and his confederates 
and to use all the military force necessary to protect 
the officers In the discharge of their duties, and to en- 
force the laws of the land. (Applause.) 

When the authentic evidence shall arrive. If It shall 
establish the facts which are believed to exist, It will be- 
come the duty of Congress to apply the linife and cut 
out this loathsome, disgusting ulcer. (Applause.) No 
temporizing policy — no halfway measures will then an- 
swer. It has been supposed by those who have not 
thought deeply upon the subject, that an act of Con- 
gress prohibiting murder, robbery, polygamy, and other 
crimes, with appropriate penalties for those offences, 
would afford adequate remedies for ail the enormities 
complained of. Suppose such a law to be on the sta- 
tute book, and I believe they have a criminal code, pro- 
viding the usual punishment for the entire catalogue of 
crimes, according to the usages of ail civilized and 
Christian countries, with the exception of polygamy, 
which is practised under the sanction of the Mormon 
Church, but Is neither prohibited nor authorized by the 
laws of the Territory. 

Suppose, I repeat, that Congress should pass a law 
prescribing a criminal code, and punisiiing polygamy 
among other offences, what other effect would it have — 
what good would it do ? Would you cull on twenty -three 
grand jurymen, with twenty-three wives each, to find a 
bill of indictment against a poor miserable wretch for 
having two wives? (Cheers and laughter.) Would you 
call upon twelve petit jurors, with twelve wives 
each, to convict the same loathsome wretch for having 
two wives? (Continued applause.) Would you expect 
a grand jury composed of twenty-three ''Danites" to 
find a bill of indictment against a brother " Danite " for 
having murdered a Gentile, as they call all American 
citizens, under their direction ? Much less would you 
expect a jury of twelve " destroying angels " to find 
another " destroying angel " guilty of the crime of mur- 
der, and cause him to be hanged for no other offence 
than taking the life of a Gentile ? No! If there Is any 
truth in the reports we receive from Utah, Congress may 
pass whatever laws it chooses ; but you can never rely 
upon the local tribunals and juries to punish crimes com- 
mitted by Mormons in that Territory. Some other and 
more effectual remedy must be devised and applied. In 
my opinion, the first step should be the absolute and 
unconditional repeal of the organic act — blotting the 
Territorial Government out of existence — upon the ' 
ground that they are outlaws, denying their allegiance 
and defying the authorities of the Umted States. (.Im- 
mense applause.) 

The Tenitorial Government once abolished, the coun- 
try would revert to its primitive condition prior to the 
act of 1850, ** under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction 
of the United States," and should be placed under tlie 
operation of the act of Congress of the 80th of April, 
itiH), and the various acts supplemental thereto and 
amendatory thereof, " providing for the punishment of 
crimes against the United States within any fort, arsenal 
dockyard, magazine, or aky gtuer place ok district 
OP Country, ukdkr thb solk akd exclvsiyk jurisdic- 
tion of the United States.'** All offenses against the 
provisions of these acts are required by law to be tried 
and punished by the United States Courts In the States 
or Territories where the offenders shall be '* first apprk- 

UKNDKD OR BROUGHT FOR TRIAL." ThuS it wlll be SCCU 

that under the plan proposed, Brigham Young and his 
confederates could be *^ apprehended and brought for 
trial," to Iowa or Missouri, California or Oregon, or to 
any other adjacent State or Territory, where a fair trial 
could be had, and justice administered impartially — 
where the witnesses could be protected and the judg- 
ment of the court could be cari ied into execution, with- 
out violence or intimidation. I do not propose to intro- 
duce any new principles into our jurisprudence, nor to 
change the modes of proceeding or the rules of practice 
In our Courts. I only propose to place the district of 
country embraced within the Territory of Utah under 
the operation of the same laws and rules of proceeding, 
that Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota and our other Terri- 
tories were placed before they became organized Terrl* 
toiies. The whole country embraced within these Terri- 
tories was under the operation of that same system of 
laws, and all the offenses committed within the same 
we. e punished in the manner now proposed, so long as 
the country remained ** under the sole and exclusive 
jurisdiction of the United States ;" but the moment the 
country was organized into Territorial Governmenta, 
with legislative, executive and judicial departments, 
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h c«aied to be ander the sole and exclntive Jnrlidlction 
of the L'nited SUtee, within the meaning of the act of 
Congress, for the reaeon that it had passed under another 
and a different Jurisdiction. Hence, if we abolish the 
Territorial Government of Utah, preserving all existing 
rights, and place the country under the sole and exclusive 
Jurisdiction of the United States, offenders can be ap- 
prehended auid brought into the adjacent States or Ter- 
ritories for punishment, in the same manner and under 
the same rules and regulations which obtained and 
have been uniformly practiced under lilce circumstances 
since 1790. 

If the plan proposed shall be found an effective and 
adequate remedy for the evils complained of in Utah, 
no one, no matter what his political creed or partisan 
associations, need be ^prehensive that it will violate 
any cherished theory or constitutional right in regard 
to the government of the Territories. It is a great 
mlstalce to suppose that all the territory or land belong- 
ing to the United States must necesstfily be governed 
by tJie same laws and under the same clause of the 
Constitution, without reference to the purpose to which 
it ia dedicated or the use which it Is proposed to make of 
it ; wtiile all that portion of the country which ia or shall 
be set apart to become new States, must necessarily be 
governed under and consistent with that clause of the 
Constitution which authorises Congress to admit new 
States, it does not follow that other territory, not 
intended to be organised and admitted into the Union 
as States, must be governed under the same clause of 
the Constitution, with all the rights of self-government 
and State equality. For instance, if we should purchase 
Vancouver's Island from Great Britain for the purpose 
of removing all the Indians from our Pacific territories 
and locating them on that island as their permanent 
home, with guaranties that it should never be occupied 
or settled with white mefli, will it be contended that the 
purchase should be made and the island governed under 
the power to admit new States when it was not acquired 
for that purpose, nor intended to be applied to that 
object? Being acquired for Indian purposes and applied 
to Indian purposes, it is not more reasonable to assume 
that the power to acquire was derived from the Indian 
clause, and the island must necessarily be governed under 
and consistent with that clause of the Constitution which 
relates to Indian affairs. Again, suppose we should deem 
it expedient to buy a small island in the Mediterranean 
or tlie Carribean Sea for a naval station, can it be 
said with any force or plausibility that the purchase 
should be made or the island governed under the power 
to admit new states ? On the contrary, is it not obvious 
that tlie right to acquire and govern in that case is de- 
rived from the power ** to provide and maintain a navy," 
and must be exercised consistently with tliat power. So, 
if we purchase land foi forts, arsenals, or other military 
purposes, or set apart and dedicate any territory which 
we now own for a military reservation, it immediately 
passes under the military power and must be governed 
in harmony with it. So if the land be purchased for a 
mint, it must be governed under the power to coin 



money; or, If porehaaed fbr a portK»fltoa, 1ft maH b« 
governed under the power to establish pos^fOeea and 
poet-roads ; or, for a cuatom-bonse, under the power to 
regulate commerce; or for a coart4ioiise, under the 
. judiciary power. In short, the elaiue in the Ck>nBtitatlon 
under which any land or terrltoty belonging to the 
United States must be goyemed, li indicated by the 
object for which it was acquired! and the pnrpoee for 
which it is dedicated. So long^ therefore, as the organte 
act of Utah shall remain in force, setting apart that 
country for a ne<v State, and pledging the futh of the 
United States to receive it into the Union as soon as it 
should have the requisite population, we are bound to 
extend to it all the rights of self-government, agreeably 
to the clause in the Constitution providing for ttie %a- 
mission of new States. Hence the necessity of repealing 
the organic act — withdrawing the pledge of admission, 
and placing it under the sole and exclusive Jorlsdletion 
of the United States, in order that persons and prcqperty 
may be protected, and Justice adininistered, aiul crimes 
punished under the laws prescribed by Congress in sodi 
cases. 

Wliile the power of Congress to repeal this oi^anle act 
and a>>oli3h the Territorial Qovemmenl cannot be denied. 
the question may arise whether we possess Uie moral 
rigiii of exercising the power, after the charter has been 
once granted and the local government organised nnder 
its provisions. This is a grave question— one whitk 
should not be decided hastily, nor nnder the influeoee of 
passion or prejudice. I am free to say that in my opfaiion 
ttiere is no moral right to repeal the organic act of a Ter- 
ritory, and abolish the government organised under i^ 
unless the inhabitants of that Territory, as a oommnnitj, 
have done such acts as amount to a forfeiture uf all rigiiti 
under it — such as becoming alien enemies, outlaws, dis- 
avowing their allegiance, or resisting the authority of 
the Uniteil States. These, and kindred acts, which we 
have every reason to believe are daily perpetrated inthst 
Territory, would not oniy give us the moral right^ ball 
make it our imperative duty to abolish Uie Territorial 
Government, and place the inhabitants under the sole 
and exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, to the end. 
that justice may be done and the dignity and aalhoriC'y 
of tlie Government vindicated. 

I have thus presented plninly and firankly my views oi 
tlie Utah question — the evils and the remedy— upon t ta-^ 
facts as they have reached us, and are supposed to l^e 
substantially correct. If official reports and authen'*'^^ 
information shad change or modify these facts, I shall ■'^ 
ready to conform my notion to the real facts as they sh^aJi 
be found to exist. I have no such pride of opinion i^* 
will induce me to persevere in an error one moment afK>^ 
my judgment is convinced. If, thereforo, a better pi ^^ 
can be devised— one more consistent with Justice a J^^ 
sound policy, or more effective as a remedy for 'ackno ^^ 
ledged evils, I shall take great pleasure in adopting it, ft- '^ 
lieu of the one I have presented to yon to-night. 

In conclusion, permit me to express my grateftd V-;^ 
knowledgmeots for your patient attention and tne kind i 
respectful manner iu which you have reeeiyed my rei 



INVASION OF STATES-SEDITION LAW PROPOSED^' 



• •• 



SPEECH OF MB. DOUGLAS. 



On the 16th of January, 1860, Mr. Douglas 
submitted to the United Suites Senate the fol- 
lowing Resolution : 

Jieaolvedt That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to report a bill for the protection of each State 
and Territory of the Union, against invasion by the 
authorities or inhabitants of any other State or Territory ; 
and fur tlie suppression and punishment of conspiracies 
or combinations in any State or Territory with intent to 
invade, assail, or molest the governmenr. Inhabitants, 
property, or institutions of any other State or Territory 
of the Union. 

This Resolution, coming up as a special order 
on the 23d of January, 

Mr. Douglas said : Mr. President, on the 25th of Novem- 
ber last, tlie Governor of Virginia addressed on official 
communication to the President of the United States, in 
rhich be said : 



" I have information from various quarters, upon wUeh 
rely, that a conspiraey of formidable extent, In means an 
numbers, Is formed in Ohio, Pennsylvania. New-Tork, 
other States, to rescue John Brown and hu assoototjs, prs 
soners at Charleston, Virginia. The information ia spedS 
enough to be reliable " 

"Places in Maryland, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, have 
occupied as depots and rendezvous by these desperadoes, 
obstructed by guards or otherwise, to invade this State, i 
we are kept in continual apprehension of outrage fir^a flr^^ 
and rapine. I apprise you uf these facts la order that yo^^ 
may take steps to preserve peace between the Slates." 

To this communication, tiie President of the Unitec^ 
States, on the 28th of November, returned a reply, firou- - 
which I read the following sentence : 

" I am at a loss to discover any provision in the ConstUntioi^ 
or laws of the United States which would authorise me 1^^ 
' take steps for this purpose. ' " [That is, to preserve the ] 
between the States.] 

Mr. Douglas argued at considerable length, 
prove that the Constitution does provido tor 
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proteotioxi, by the Federal GoTernment, of each 
State against iayasion from an j and all souroes, 
and continued: 

The qaestion then remaning Is, what legislation is 
Dceeasary and proper to render this goarauty of the 
OonsUtation effectual f I presume tiiere will be very 
little difference of opinion that it will be necessary to 
place the whole military power of the Government at the 
disposal of the President, under proper guards and 
restrictions against abuse, to repel and suppress invasion 
when the hostle force shall be actually in the field. But, 
air, that Is nut sufficient. Such legislation would not be 
»k full compliance with this guaranty of the Constitution. 
The fjramers of that Instrument meant more wlien they 
gave the guaranty. Mark the difference in language 
iMtween the provision for protecting the United Stales 
asAlnst invasion and that for protecting tlie States. 
when it provided for protecting the United States, it said 
Congress shall have power to **r^ej invasion." When 
It came to make this guaranty to the States, it changed 
the language, and said the United States shall ^* protect " 
each of the States against invasion. In the one instance, 
the duty of the Government is to repel ; in the otlier, the 
ffuaranty is that they will protect. In other words, the 
uoited States are not permitted to wait until tlie enemy 
■hall bi upon your borders ; until the invading army 
■liall have been organiied and drilled and placed in march 
with a view to the invasion ; but they must pass all laws 
necessary and proper to insure protection and domestic 
tranquillity to each State and Territory of this Union 
•ga'inst invasion or hostilities from other States and Ter- 
ritories. 

nien, sir, I hold that It Is not only necessary to use tlie 
military power when the actual case of invasion shall 
occur, but to authorise the Judicial department of the 
Government to suppress all conspiracies and combina- 
tions in the several sitates with intent to invade a State, 
or molester disturb its government, its peace, its citisens, 
Itf property or its institutions. You must punish tlie 
oonspiracy, the combination wiUi intent to do the act, 
and then you will suppress it in advance. There is no 
principle more familiar to the legal profession than that 
wherever it is proper to declare an act to be a crime, it is 
proper topunhih a conspiracy or combination with inimt 
to perpetrate the act. Look upon your statute-books, 
and I presume you will find an enactment to punisli the 
eonnterfeiting of the coin of the United States ; and then 
another section to punhh a man for having counter teit 
coin in his possession ioithintent to pass it ; and another 
•ectioa to punih him for having the molds or dies or in- 
•iruineuta for counterfeiting, v>Uh intent to use tiiein. 
This is a familiar principle in l^islative and judicihl pro- 
ce e di n gg. If the act of invasion is criminal, the con- 
spiraey to invade should also be made criminal. If it be 
onlawfut and illegal to invade a State, and run off fugi- 
tive slaves, why not make it unlawful to form convpiracies 
and combinations in the several States with intent to do 
the act? We have been told that a notorious man wlio 
has recently suffered death for his crimes upon the gal- 
lows, boasted in Cleveland, Ohio, in a public lecture, h 
year ago, that he liad then a body of men employed in 
running away horses flrom the slaveholders or Missouri, 
and pointed to a livery stable In Cleveland which was full 
of the stolen horses at that time. 

I tlUnk it is within our com.petency, and consequently 
onr duty, to pass a lawmaking every con!>pirncy or com- 
bination in any State or Territory oi this Union to invade 
another with intent to steal or run away property of any 
kind, whether it be negroes, or horses, or property of Hiiy 
other description, into another State, a crime, and punish 
tJie couspiraiors by indictment in the Uuited iitates 
aoorta and confinement in the prisons and penitentiaries 
ef the State or l^erritory wliere the conspiracy may be 
formed and quelled. Sir, I would carry these provisions 
ef law as far as our oomttltutional powers will reach. / 
would make it a crime to form conspiracies vnih. a 
tiew of invading States or Territories to control 
eioeUons. viheiher they be under the garb of Emigrant 
Aid SooMiies qfNeuj England or £lue Lodges qf MUf 
SOiurL (Applause in the galleries.) In oUier words, 
this provision of tlie Constitutions means more than the 
mere repelling of au invasion when the invading army 
ihall reach th« border of a State. The language is, it 
Ihall protect the t^tate against invasion; ttie meaning of 
which is, to use the language of the preamble to Uie Oon* 
KitoUiin, to insure to each State dotneatio tranquillity 
against external violence. There can be no peace, there 
ean be no prosperity, there can be no safety in any com- 
mnnliy, unless it is secured against violence from abroad. 
Why, sir, it has been a question seriously mooted in 
Corepe, wlHitber it was not the duty of England, a power 
feraigo to France, to pass laws to punish conspiracies in 



England against the lives of the princes of France. I 
shali not argue the question of comity between foreign 
States. I predicate my argument upon the Constitution 
by which we are governed, and whicli we have sworn to 
obey, and demand that the Constitution be executed in 
good faith so as to punish and Kuppress every combina- 
tion, every conspiracy, either to invade a State or to 
molest its inhabiuuts, or to disturb its property, or to 
subvert its institutions and its government. I believe 
this can be effectually done by authorising the Unite<l 
States courts in the several States to take juri>diction of 
the offense, and punish the violation of tlie law with 
appropriate punishments. 

It cannot be said that the time has not yet arrived for 
such legislation. It cannot be said witli truth that the 
Harper*s Ferry case will not be repeated, or is not in 
danger of repttition. It is only necessary to inquire into 
the causes which produced the Harper's Ferry outrage, 
and ascertain whether those causes are yet in active 
operation, and then you can determine whether there is 
any ground for apprehension that that invasion will be 
repeated. Sir, what were the cau^es whicli produced the 
Harper's Ferry outrage ? Witliout stopping to adduce 
evidence in detail, I have no hesitation in expressing my 
firm and deliberate conviction that the Ilarper^e Ferry 
crime was the na^ural^ logical^ ineviUxhle re&uUqfthe 
doctrines and tea^dngs of tlt.e Jiepuhlican party^ as 
eooplained and enforced in Vieir platform^ their par- 
tisan pre^ees^ their pamphlets and hooks, and eape- 
dally in the speeches of their leaders in and otU of 
Congress. (Applause in the galleries.) . 

And, sir, inasmuch as the Constitution of the United 
States confers upon Congress the power coupled with 
the duty of protecting each State against external 
aggression, and Inasmuch as that includes the power of 
suppressing and punishing conspiracies in one State 
against the institutions, property, people, or govern- 
ment I f every other State, I desire to carry out that 
power vigorously. Sir, give us such a law as the Con- 
stitution contemplates and authorizes, and I a'ill show 
the Senator from New York that theie is a constitutional 
mode of repressing the " irrepressible conllict." / will 
open tJte prison doors to allow conttpi ators against tlie 
peace o/t/ieJiepublic andt/te dom ftie ti anquiliity of 
our /States to select their cells wherein to drag out a 
miserable life as apunitsJimentfor Uieir crtmes against 
Vie peace of society 

Mr. President, the mode of preserving peace is plain. 
This system of sectional warfare must ceuse. The Con- 
stitution has given the power, and all we ask of Congress 
is to give the means, and we, by hidictmeiits and con- 
victions in the Federal courts of our beveral Kftates, will 
malce such examples of the leaders of these conspiracies 
as will strike terror Into the hearts of the otheia, and 
there will be an end of this crusade. Sir, you must 
check it by crushing out the conspiracy, the combina- 
tion, and then there can be safety. 

[A special committee of the Senate, of which 
Mr. Mason, of Va., was chairman, appointed to 
investigate the Harper's Ferry affair, ascertain 
the cause of the raid, and report what laws, if 
any, were necessary to prevent a repetition, 
reported near the close of the session, that 
the committee were unable to discover that 
any persons were either directly or indirectly 
engaged in the invasion, other than John 
Brown and those who accompanied him to 
Harper's Ferry.] 

WHAT POPULAR SOTXRSIGNTT HAS DONE. 

From Mr. Douglas'' Speech inlheS-nate^ May 1ft, 1860. 

But, we are told that the necessary result of this doc- 
trine of non-intervention, which, gentlemen, by way of 
throwing ridicule upon it, call squatter sovereignty, is 
to deprive the South of all participation in what they 
call the common Territories of the United States. Tliai 
was the ground on wiiich the Senator from Misissippi (Mr. 
Davis), predicated his opposition to the Compromise 
Measures of 1650- He regarded a refusal to repeal the 
Mexican law as equivalent to the Wilmot Proviso ; a re- 
fusal to recognize by an act of Congress the right to 
carry a slave there as equivalent to the Wilmot Proviso; 
a refusal to deny to a Territorial Legislature the right to 
exclude Slavery as equivalent to au exclusion, lie be- 
lieved at that time that this doctrine did amount to a 
denial of southern rights ; and be told the people of 
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Hifltinippi 80 ; but they doubted it. Now let us see how 
tax his theory and suppositions hare been verified. I 
infer that he told the people of MisslBsippi so. for he 
makes it a charge in his bill of indictment against me, 
that I am hostile to southern rights because I gave those 
votes. 

Now, what has been the result? My views were 
incorporated into the Compromise Measures of 1850, and 
his were rejected. Has the South been excluded from all 
the territory acquired Arom Mexico ? What says the bill 
from the House of Representatives now on your table, 
repealing the slave code in New Mexico, established by 
tiie people themselves ? It is part of the history of ths 
country that under this doctrine of non-intervention, 
this doctrine that you deli ff hi to call squatter sove- 
reignty^ Vie people of New Jfeoeico h,a^e introduced 
andproteeted Slavery in the tohole of that Territory. 
Under ilUs doctrine^ they h€H>e converted a tra^ of 
Free Territory into 8l*ive Territory, more than f/oe 
times the size of the State of Nenjo-xork. Under this 
doctrine. Slavery has been extended from the Rio 
Grande to the Gidf of California^ amd from the line of 
the Bepvhlic of MeaouMy not oidy up to 86 deg. 80 m,in.^ 
Imt up to 83 deg. — giving tou a dbgkbb and a half mork 

BLAVB TBBRITOKY THAN YOU BVBR CLAIMBO. In 1848 and 

1849 and 1850, you only asked to have the line of 86 deg. 
80 min. The Nashville convention fixed that as its ulti- 
matum. I offered it In the Senate in August, 1848 and it 
was adopted here but rejected in the House of Represen- 
tatives. You asked only up to 86 deg. 80 min., and non- 
intervention has given you Slave Territory up to 88 

deg.^ A DKORBB AND A HALF MURB THAN TOU ASKBD *, 

and yet you say that this is a sacrifice of Southern 
rights! 
These are the fruits of this principle which the Sena- 



tor firom Misrisslppi regards m hostile to the right* of the 
South. Where did yon ever get any other firnits that 
were more palatable to your taste or more refiresfaing to 
your strength ? What other inch of Free Territory has beoi 
converted into Slave Territory on the American continent, 
since the Revolution, except in New Mexico and ArlxHia, 
under the principle of non-intervention aflBrmed at 
Charleston ? If it be true that this principle of non-inter* 
vention has given to Slavery all New Mexico, which was 
surrounded on nearly every side by Free Territory, will 
not the same principle protect you in the northern states 
of Mexico when they are acquired, since they are now sur* 
rounded by Slave Territory ; are several hundred miles 
further South ; have many degrees of greater heat; and 
have a climate and soil adapted to Southern products f 
Are you not satisfied with these practical results T D« 
you desire to appeal firom the people of the Territories 
to the Congress of the United States to settle this ques- 
tion in the Territories T When you distrust the people 
and appeal to Congress, with both houses largely agauisl 
you on this question, what sort of protection will you get? 
Whenever you ask a Slave code from Congress to protect 
your institutions in a Territory where the people do not 
want it, you will get that sort of protection which the 
wolf gives to the lamb ; you will get that sort of friendly 
hug that the grizzly bear gives to the infant. Appealing 
to an Anti-Slavery Congress to pass laws of protection, 
with a view of forcing Slaveiy upon an unwilling ana 
hostile people 1 Sir, of all the mad schemes that ever 
could be devised by the South, or by t):e enemies of the 
South, that which recognizes the right of Congress to 
touch the institution of Slavery either in States or Terri- 
tories, beyond the single case provided in the Constitu- 
tion for the rendition of fugitive Maves, is the most 
t&tBL^Appendioa to Congressional Globe^pageZli^ 
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A SPEECH BY WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 
Delivered at Rochester^ Mmiday^ Oct, 25, 1858. 



Fbllow-citizbns : The unmistakable outbreaks of zeal 
Which occur all around me, show that you are earnest men 
— and such a man am I. Let us, therefore, at least for a 
time, pass by all secondary and collateral questions, 
whether of a personal or of a general nature, and consider 
the main subject of the present canvass. The Democratic 
party, or, to speak more accurately, the party which wears 
that attractive name, is in possession of the Federal Qo- 
vernment. The Republicans propose to dislodge that 
party, and dismiss it from its high trust. 

The main subject, then, is, whether the Democractic 
party deserves to retain the confidence of the American 
people. In attempting to prove it unworthy, I think that 
I am not actuated by prejudices against that party, or by 
prepossessions in favor of its adversary ; for I have learned, 
by some experience, that virtue and patriotism, vice and 
selfishness, are found in all parties, and that they differ 
less in their motives than in the policies they pursue. 

Our country is a theatre, which exhibits in ftill opera- 
tion, two radically different political systems; the one 
resting on the basis of servile or slave labor, the other on 
the basis of voluntary labor of freemen. 

The laborers who are enslaved are all negroes, or per- 
sons more or less purely of African derivation. But this 
is only accidental. The principle of the system is, Uiat 
labor in every society, by whomsoever performed, is ne- 
cessarily unintellectual, groveling, and base ; and that the 
laborer, equally for his own good and for the welfare of 
the State, ought to be enslaved. The white laboring man, 
whether native or foreigner, is not enslaved, only because 
he cannot, as yet, be reduced to bondage. 

You need not be told now that the slave 83rstem Is the 
older of the two, and that once it was universal. 

The emancipation of our own ancestors, Caucasians 
and Europeans as they were, hardly dates beyond a 

Eeriod of five hundred years. The great melioration of 
uman society wUch modem times exhibit, is mainly due 
to the incomplete substitution of the system of voluntary 
labor for the old one of servile labor, which has already 
taken place. This African slave system Is one wldch, in 
its origin and in its growth, has been altogetiier foreign 
from the habits of the races which colonized these States, 
and established civilisation here. It was introdaoed on 



this new continent as an engine of conquest, and for the 
establishment of monarchical power, by the Porti^nese and 
the Spaniards, and was rapidly extended by them tXL over 
South America, Central America, Louisiana, and Mexico. 
Its legitimate fruits are seen in the poverty, imbedUty, and 
anarchy, which now pervade all Portuguese and SpaniiA 
America. The free-labor system is of German extraction, 
and it was established in our country by emigrants from 
Sweden, Holland, Germany, Great Britain, and Ireland. 
We Justly ascribe to its influences the strength, wealth, 
greatness, intelligence, and freedom which the whole 
American people now eojoy. One of the chief elements (rf 
the value of human life is freedom in the pursuit of happi- 
ness. The slave system b not only intolerant, unjust, and 
inhuman, toward the laborer, whom, only because he is • 
laborer, it loads down with chains and converts into mer* 
chandise, but is scarcely less severe upon the l^reeman, to 
whom, only because he is a laborer from necessi^, it do* 
nies facilities for emplo3nnent, and whom it expels firom 
the community because it cannot enslave and convert Um 
into merchandise also. It is necessarily improvident and 
ruinous, because, as a general truth, communities proroer 
and flourish or droop and decline in Just the degree uaft 
they practice or neglect to practice the prinuuy duties of 
Justice and humanity. The f^e-labor system conforms to 
the divine law of equality, which is written in the hearts 
and consciences of men, and therefore is always and ereiy- 
where beneficent. 

The slave system is one of oonstant danger, dlstnist, 
suspicion, and watchfulness. It debases those whose 
toil alone can produce wealth and resourees for defense, 
to the lowest degree of which human nature is capable, 
to guard against mutiny and insurrection, and thus 
wastes energies which otherwise might be employed In 
national development and aggrandizement. 

The free-labor system educates all alike, and by open- 
ing all the fields of industrial employment, and all the 
departments of authority, to the unchecked and eqiMl 
rivalry of all classes of men, at once secures univensl 
contentment, and brings into the highest possible aott- 
Tity all the physical, moral, and social energies of the 
whole State. In States where the slave system preridb. 
the masters, directly or indkeetly, secore all poUtlesl 
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id constitute a ruling aristocracy. In States 
! free-labor system prevails, universal sufl^-age 
ly obtains, and the State inevitably becomes, 
later, a republic or democracy, 
yet maintains Slavery, and is a despotism, 
the other European States have abolished 
ind adopted the system of free labor. It was 
onistic political tendencies of the two systems 
i first Napoleon was contemplating when be 
. that Europe would ultimately ^be either all 
>r all Republican. Never did human sagacity 
ore pregnant truth. The two systems are at 
solved to be incongruous. But they are more 
tngruons — they are incompatible. They never 
manently existed together in one country, and 
er can. It would be easy to demonstrate this 
lity, from the irreconcilable contrast between 
it principles and characteristics. But the expe- 
f manlcind has conclusively established it. 
as I have already intimated, existed in every 
Europe. Free labor has supplanted it every- 
:cept in Russia and Turkey. State necessities 
d in modern times, are now obliging even those 
>ns to encourage and employ free labor ; and 
despotic as they are, we find them engaged in 
g Slavery. In the United States, Slavery came 
sion with free labor at the close of the last cen- 
. fell before it in New-England, New-York, New- 
Qd Pennsylvania, but triumphed over it effec- 
id excluded it for a period yec undetermined, 
;inia, the Carollnas, and Georgia. Indeed, so 
ible are the two systems, that every new State 
organized within our ever-extending domain 
3 first political act a choice of the one and an 
. of the other, even at the cost of civil war, if 
r. The Slave States, without law, at the last 
election, successfully forbade, within their own 
sn the casting of votes for a candidate for Presi- 
the United States supposed to be favorable 
tablishmem of the free-labor system in new 

0, the two systems have existed in different 
ut side by side within the American Union, 
tiappened because the Union is a confederation 

But in another aspect the United States con- 
ily one nation. Increase of population, which 
the States out to their very borders, together 
ew and extended net-work of railroadis and 
enues, and an internal commerce which daily 
more intimate, is rapidly bringing the States 
gher and more perfect social unity or con- 

1. Thus, these antagonistic systems are con- 
coming into closer contact, and collision 

tell you what this collision means ? They who 
t it is accidental, unnecessary, the work of in- 
)r fanatical agitators, and therefore ephemeral, 
he case altogether. It is an irrepressible con- 
veen opposing and enduring forces, and it 
tat the United States must and will, sooner or 
^me either entirely a slaveholding nation, or 
i free-labor nation. Either the cotton and rice 
South Carolina and the sugar plantations of 
i will ultimately be tilled by free labor, and 
•n and New Orleans become, marts for le^ti- 
rchandlse alone, or else the rye-fields and 
Ids of Massachusetts and New- York must again 
tdered by their farmers to slave culture and to 
iction of slaves, and Boston and New-York be- 
ce more markets for trade in the bodies and 
men. It is the failure to apprehend this great 
it induces so many unsuccessful attempts at 
apromise between the Slave and Free States, 
the existenoe of this great fact that renders all 
^tended compromises, when made, vain and 
il. Startliiig as this saying may appear to you, 
izens, it is by no means an original or even a 
>ne. Our forefathers knew it to be true, and 
osly acted upon it when they framed the Consti- 

the United States. They regarded the exist- 
Jhe servile system in so many of the States with 
.nd shame, which they openly confessed, and 
:ed upon the collision between them, which was 
; revealing itself, and which we are now accus- 

deplore, with favor and hope. They knew that 
5 one or the other system must exclusively pre- 

too many of those who in modern times invoke 
bhority, they had a choice between the two. 
ferred the system of free labor, and they deter- 
* organize the Government, and so to direct its 
tiiat that system should surely and certainly 
For this purpose, and no other, they based the 
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whole structure of Government broadly on the principle 
that all men are created equal, and therefore free — little 
dreaming that, within the short period of one hundred 
years, their descendants would bear to be told by any 
orator, however popular, that the utterance of that prin- 
ciple was merely a riietorical rhapsody ; or by any Judge 
however venerated, that it was attended by mental re- 
servations, which rendered it hypocritical and false. By 
the Ordinance of 1787, they dedicated all of the national 
domain not yet polluted by Slavery to free labor im- 
mediately, thenceforth and forever ; while by the new 
Constitution and laws they invited foreign free labor 
from all lands under the sun, and interdicted the im- 
portation of African Slave Labor, at all times, in all 
places, and under all circumstances whatsoever. It is 
true that they necessarily and wisely modified this 
policy of Freedom, by leaving it to the several States, 
afifected as they were by differing circumstances, to 
abolish Slavery in their own way and at their own plea- 
sure, instead of confiding that duty to Congress, and 
that they secured to the Slave States, while yet retain- 
ing the system of Slavery, a three-fifths representation 
of slaves in the Federal Government, until they should 
find themselves able to relinquish it with safety. But 
the very nature of these modifications fortifies my posi- 
tion that the fathers knew that the two systems could 
not endure within the Union, and expected that withia 
a short period Slavery would disappear forever. More- 
over, in order that these modifications might not alto- 
gether defeat their grand design of a Republic maintain- 
ing universal equality, they provided that two-thirds of 
the States might amend the Constitution. 

It remains to say on this point only one word, to guard 
against misapprehension. If these States are to again be- 
come universally slaveholding, I do not pretend to say 
with what violations of the Constitution that end shall be 
accomplished. On the other hand, while I do confidently 
believe and hope that my country will yet become a land 
of universal Freedom, I do not expect that it will be made 
so otherwise than through the action of the several States 
cooperating with the Federal Government, and all acting 
in strict conformity with their respective Constitutions. 

The strife and contentions concerning Slavery, which 
gently-disposed persons so habitually deprecate, are no- 
thing more than the ripening of the conflict which the fathers 
themselves, not only thus regarded with favor, but which 
they may be said to have instituted. 

It is not to be denied, however, that thus far the course 
of that contest has not been according to their humane 
anticipations and wishes. In the field of federal politics. 
Slavery, deriving unlooked-for advantages from commer- 
cial changes, and energies unforeseen from the facilities of 
combination between members of the slaveholding class 
and between that class and other property classes, early 
rallied, and has at length made a stand, not merely to re- 
tain its original defensive position, but to extend its sway 
throughout the whole Union. It is certain that the slave- 
holding class of American citizens indulge this liigh ambi- 
tion, and that they derive encouragement for It from the 
rapid and effective political successes which they have 
already obtained. The plan of operation is this : By con- 
tinued appliances of patronage and threats of disunion, 
they will keep a majority favorable to these designs in the 
Senate, where each State has an equal representation. 
Through that majority they will defeat, as they best can, 
the admission of Free States, and secure the admission of 
Slave States. Under the protection of the Judiciary, they 
will, on the principle of the Bred Scott case, carry Slavery 
into all the Territories of the United States now existing, 
and hereafter to be organized. By the action of the Pre- 
sident and the Senate, using the treaty-making power, they 
will annex foreign slaveholding States. In a favorable 
conjuncture they will induce Congress to repeal the act of 
ISOS, which prohibits the foreign slave-trade, and so they 
will import from Africa, at the cost of only $20 a head,, 
slaves enough to fill up the interior of the continent.. 
Thus relatively increasing the number of Slave States, they 
will allow no amendment to the Constitution prejudicial to' 
tlieir interest; and so, having permanently established 
their power, they expect the Federal Judiciary to nullify 
all State laws which shall interfere with internal or foreign, 
commerce in slaves. When the Free States shall be suffi- 
ciently demoralized to tolerate these designs, they reason- 
ably conclude that Slavery will be accepted by those States, 
themselves. I shall not stop to show how speedy or how 
complete would be the ruin wliich the accomplishment of 
these slaveholding schemes would brhig upon the country^ 
For one, I should not remain in the country to test the sad 
experiment. Having spent my manhood, though not my 
whole life, in a Free State, no aristocracy of any kind,, 
much less an aristocracy of slaveholders, shall ever make 
the laws of the land in which I shall be content to live. 
Having seen the socie^ around me universally engaged la 
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agriculture, manufactures and trade, wliich were innocent 
and benuticeiit, 1 Fhall never be a denizen of a iState 
where men and women are reared aa cattle, and bought 
and sold as merchandise. >Vhvn that evil day ithall come, 
and all further elTurt at rcfiatancc hIihU be iiii])i»)sible, 
then, if tliere shall be no better hope for redenii>ti(»n than 
1 can now foresee, I shall say with Franklin, while looking 
abroad over the whole earth for a new and more congenial 
borne, " Where liberty dwells, there Ls my country." 

You will tell me that these fears are extravagant and 
chimerical. 1 answer, they are so ; but the^' are ko only 
because the designs of the slaveholders must and can be 
defeated. Hut it id only the possibility of defeat that ren- 
ders them so. They cannot be defeated by iiuictivity. 
There is no escape from them, comiiatible with non-rcsL:»t- 
ance. ilow, then, and in what way, shall the necessary 
resistanci' be made f There is only one way. The Demo- 
cratic party nmst be permanently ilixlodged from the (iov- 
ernment. The reason is, that the Democratic party is in- 
extricably committed tu the designs of the slaveholders, 
which 1 have described, l^t me be well underKtooil. I do 
not charge that the Democratic caniiidates for public oltice 
now before the people are pledged to, nmch less that the 
Democratic massi-s who support them really adopt, those 
atrocious and dangerous designs. Candidates may, and 
generally do, mean to act justly, wisely, ami patriotically, 
when they shall be elected; but they become the mhiisters 
and ser^•aut^^, not the dictators, of the power which elects 
tliem. The policy which a party shall piirsue at a future 
period is only gradually develo])ed, de]ieiuling on the oc- 
currence of events never fully foreknown. The motives 
of men, whether acting as electors, or in any other capa- 
city, are generally pure. Nevertheless, it L* not more true 
that *' Hell is paved with good iiitentiuns," than it is that 
earth is covered with wrecks resulting from innocent and 
amiable motives. 

The very constitution of the Denuicratic part^- commits 
it to execute all the desigtis of the slaveholders, whatever 
tliey may be. It is not a party of the whole I nion, of all 
the Free States and of all the ^*lave Mates ; nor yet Ls it a 
party of the Free States in the North and in the Northwest ; 
but it is a sectional and local party, having j)ractically its 
seat within the Slave States, and counting its constituency 
cliielly and almost exclusively there. Of all it^ represen- 
tatives in Congress and in the Klectoral College, two-thirds 
uniformly come from these States. Its great element of 
strength lies hi the vote of the slaveholders, augmented l)y 
the representation of three-lifths of the slaves. Deprive 
the Democratic iiarty of this strength, and it would be a 
helpless and hopeless minority, incapable of coiitunicd or- 
ganization. The Democratic Jiarty, being thus local and 
sectional, aciiuires new strength from the athni^sion of 
every new Slave State, and l<»ts relatively by the admis- 
sion of every new Free State into tlie Inioii. 

A party is, in one »<en>e, a ji>int-.«toek association, in 
wldcli those who contribute most direct the action and 
management of the concern. The slaveholders contribut- 
ing in an overwhehuning pro]iorlion to the capital strength 
of the Democratic party, they nec«'hi'arily dictate and pre- 
scribe its policy. The inevitable caucus system enables them 
to do so with a show of fairness and justice. If it were i)os- 
sible to conceive for a moment that the Denmcratic party 
should disobey the belu-sts of the .slaveholders, we should 
then see a witlidrawal of tlie slavelndders, which would 
leave the party t«) perish. The ptirtion of the party which 
is found in the Free States is a mere ap]>endage, Cfinve- 
nient to modify its sectional character, witliout impairing 
Its sectional constitjition, and is less ellective in rcgulathig 
its movement than the nebulous tail of the comet is in <le- 
tenuining the ai)pou»ted though apparently eccentric 
course of the fiery sphere from which it emanates. 

To expect the Democratic party to resist Slavery and 
favor Freedom, is as unreasonable as to look for Protestant 
missionaries to the Catholic l*n»i)agan(la of Kome. The 
history of the Democratic party conmdts it to the policy 
of Slavery. It has been the Democratic party, and no 
other agency, which has carried that policy up to its pre- 
sent alarmhig culmination. AVitlumt sto])piug to ascertain, 
critically, the origin of the present Democratic party, we 
may concede its claim to date from the era of good feeling 
which occurred under the Adndnistration of President 
Monroe. At that time, in this State, and about tlmt time 
in many others of tho Free States, the Democratic party 
deliberately disfranchised the free colored, or African citi- 
sen, and it has pertinaciously contbiued this disfrancldse- 
ment ever since. This was an effective aid to Slavery ; 
for while the slaveholder votes for his slaves against Free- 
dom, the freed slave in tlie Free States is proldbited from 
Toting against Slavery. 

In lS'i4, the Democracy resisted the election of John 
Qulncy Adams— himself before that time an accei)table 
Democrat- and in 1S28, It expelled him ft-om the Presi- 
dency, and put a slaveholder In Ids place, although the 





office had been filled by slaveholden thirty4iro out <► 
forty years. 

In 1686, Martin Van Buren — the first non-sIaTelioldiih 
citizen of a Free State to whose election the Oemocra 
party ever consented— signalized his inauguration into 
I'residency, by a gratuitous announcement, that under 
circumstances would he ever approve a blU for Uie 
tion of Slavery in the District of Columbia. From 1888 
lb44, the subject of abolishing Slavery in tlie Didtrict o 
Columbia and In the national duck*yards and 
was brought before Congress by repeated ]>oiiular appeal^K 
The Democratic party thereupon promptly denied tlie rl ' 
of petition, and eflectually suppressed the freedom o 
speech in Congress, so far as the institution of SUivery Wi 
concerned. 

From 1S40 to 1S48, good and wise men counaelled 
Texas should remain outside of the Union until ah 
should consent to relinquish her self-instituted HlnTeiy 
but the Democratic party precipitated her admlwion Lot 
the Union, not only without that condition, but eve 
with a covenant that tlie State might be divided an 
reorganized so as to constitute four Slave States luatea 
of one. 

In 1S4G, when the United States became involved in 
war with Mexico, and it was apparent tliat tlie Btniggl 
would end in the dismembernieut uf that republic, whl( 
was a non-slaveholding power, the Democratic part- 
rejected a declaration that Slavery should not be estaF 
Ushed within the territory to be* acquired. When, I 
1{>50, govti-nments were to be iiLstituted In the TerriU^- 
ries of California and New-Mexico the fruits of that wav< 
the Democratic party refused tu admit New-Mexico as a* 
Free State, and only consented tu admit California at MM 
Free iLtate on the condition, as It has since explained th ^ 
transaction, of leaving all of New-Mexico and Utah opex^ 
to Slavery, to which was also added the concesaion o^ 
perpetual Slavery in tlie District of Columbia, and th^ 
pstssage of an unconstitutional, cruel, and humiliating^ 
law, for the recapture of fugitive slaves, wItJi a furlliejr 
stipulation that the subject of Slavery should never agali:^ 
be agitated in either chamber of Congress. 'When, lea 
1854, tlie slaveholders were contentedly reposing on thes^ 
great advantages, then so recently won, the l>emocrati(7 
party, unueccbbarily, olliciously, and with supeniervicea--' 
ble hberalit^', awakened them from their slumber, to offef 
and force on their acceptance the abrogation of the lair* 
wliicJi declared that neither Slavery nor involuntary ser- 
vitude should ever exitit within that part of the anclentr 
territory of Louis. ana which lay outMde of the State o^ 
Missouri, and north of the parallel of 36 deg. 80 min. oC 
north iatilude — a law which, with the exception of one 
other, was the only statute of Freedom then remaining llB. 
the Federal code. 

in lirbiy, when the people of Kansas had organized a» 
new State within the region thus abandoned to Slavery. 
and applied to be admitted as a Free State into the Union, 
the Democratic party contemptuously rejected their i»€— 
tition and drove thum, witli menaces and iutimldatlona, 
from the hails of Congress, and aniied the l*resideut vIUb> 
military power to enforce their subniisfiun to a Blav9 
code, established over them by fraud and usurpation. 
At every subsequent stage of the long contest which ba» 
since raged in Kansas, the l>emocratic jiarty has lent lt» 
sympathies, ItM aid, and all thepoweis «f the UovernnienU 
which it controlled, to enforce Mavery upon that unwil^ 
ling and injured people. And now, even at this day* 
while it mocks us with the assurance that Kanaua is free» 
the Democratic party keeps the State excluded from hei- 
just and proper place hi the Union, under the hope thaW 
she may be dragooned into the accei>tance of Slavery. 

The Democratic party, finally, ha^ p.ocured fioin a 
Supreme Judiciary, fixed in its interu^t, a decree thac* 
Slavery exists by force of the C<jnstitution in every Terri- 
tory of the United States, paraiuuunt to all legislaUv9 
auUiority eitlier witluii Uie Terriiory, or residing in Con- 
gress. 

Such is the Democratic jiarty. It has no i>olicy, 8tat» 
or Federal, for finance or trade, or manufacture, or com- 
merce, or education, or internal improvements, or for th» 
protection or even the security of civil or religions lib- 
erty. It is positive and uncoiniiromiding in the interest 
of Slavery — negative, com])roniising and vacillating, In 
regard to everything else. It boasts its love of equality 
and wastes its strength, and even its life, in fortlf^^lng the 
only aristocracy known in the land. It professes tnter- 
nity, and, so often as Slavery requires, allies itself with 
proscription. It magnifies itself for conquests In foreisn 
lands, but it sends the national eagle forth always inih 
chains, and not the olive branch, in his fangs. 

This dark record shows you, fellow dtlsens, what 1 
was unwilling to announce at an earlier stage of tliis 
argument, that of the whole nefarious schedule of slave- 
holduig designs which I have submitted to yon, ths Deflio' 



THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY FOR SLAVERY. 



168 



eratio party has left only one yet to be consammated — 
the abrogation of the law which forbids the African slave 
trade. 

MoWf I know very well that the Democratic party has, 
at every stage of.these proceedings, disavowed the motive 
and the policy of fortifying and extending Slavery, and 
has excused them on entirely different and more plausi- 
ble grounds. But the inconsistency and frivolity df 
these pleas prove still more conclusively the guilt I 
charge upon that party. It must, indeed, try to excuse 
such guilt before mankind, and even to the consciences 
of its own adherents. There is an instinctive abhorrence 
of Slavery, and an inborn and inhering love of Freedom 
in the human heart, which renders palliation of such 
gross misconduct indispensable. It disfranchised the free 
.African on the ground of a fear that, if left to enjoy the 
right of suffrage, he might seduce the free white*citi- 
sen into amalgamation with his wronged and despised 
race. The Democratic party condemned and deposed 
John Quincy Adams, because he expended $12,000,000 a 
year, while it justifies his favored successor in spending 
$70,000,000, $80,000,000, and even $1< 0,000,000, a year. 
It denies emancipation in the District of Columbia, even 
wit«) compensation to masters and the consent of tlie 
people, on the ground of an Implied constitutional inhi- 
bition, although the Constitution expressly confers upon 
Congress sovereign legislative power in that District, and 
although the Democratic party is tenacious of the prin- 
ciple ot strict construction. It violated the express i)ro- 
viisions of the Constitution in suppressing pfctition and 
debate on the subject of Slavery, tii rough fear of dis- 
turbance of the public harmony, althougli it claims that 
the electors have a right to instruct their representatives, 
and even demand their resignation in cases of contu- 
macy. It extended Slavery over Texas, and connived at 
the attempt to spread it across the Mexican territories, 
even to the shores of the Pacific Ocean, under a plea ot 
enlarging the area of Freedom. It abrogated the Mexi- 
can slave law and the Missouri Compromise prohibition 
of Slavery in Kansas, not to open the new Territorias to 
Slavery, but to try therein the new and fascinHting 
theories of Non-intervention and Popular Sovereignty; 
and, finally, it overthrew both these new and elegant 
systems by the English Leconipton bill and the Dred 
Scott decision, on the ground that the Free States ought 
not to enter the Union without a population equal to the 
representative basis of one member of Congress, although 
Siaye States might come in without inspection as to their 
numbers. 

Will any member of the Democratic party now here 
claim that the authorities chosen by the suffrages of the 
party transcended their partisan platforms, and so misre- 
presented the party in the various transactions I have 
recited? Then I ask him to name one Democratic 
statesman or legislator, from Van Buren to Walker, 
who either timidly or cautiously like tliem, or boldly or 
defiantly like Douglas, ever refused to execute a 
behest of the slaveholders, and was not therefor, and 
for no other cause, immediately denounced, and de- 
posed from his trust, and repudiated by the Democratic 
party for that contumacy. 

I thinic, fellow-citizens, that I have shown you that it 
is high time for the friends of Freedom to rush to the 
rescue of the Constitution, and that their very first duty 
is to dismiss the Democratic party from the administra- 
tion of the Government. 

Why shall it not be done ? All agree that it ought to 
be done. What, then, shall prevent its being done ? 
Nothing but timidity or division of the opponents of the 
Democi-atic party. 

Some of these opponents start one objection, and some 
another. Let us notice these objections briefly. One 
class say ttiat they cannot trust the Kepublican party ; 
that it has not avowed its hostility to Slaveiy boldly 
enoo^ or its affection for Freedom earnestly enough. 

I ask in reply, is there any other party which can be more 
safely trusted? Every one knows that it is the Kepublican 
party or none, that shall displace the Democratic party. 
But I answer further, that the character and fidelity 
of any puty are determined, necessarily, not by its 
pledges, programmes, and platforms, but by the public 
exigencies, and the temper of the people when they call 
It into activity. Subserviency to Slavery is a law writ- 
ten not only on the forehead of the Democratic party, 
but also in its very soul— so resistance to Slavery, and 
devotion to Freedom, the popular elements now ac- 
tively working for the Kepublican party among the peo- 
ple, most and will be the resources for ita ever-renewing 
strength and constant invigoration. 

Others cannot support the Kepublican party, because it 
It has not sufficiently exposed its platform, and deter- 
mined what it will do, and what it will not do, when 
trtnmphant. It may prove too progressive for some, and 



too conservative for others. As if any party ever foresaw 
so clearly the course of future events as to plan a univer- 
sal scheme for future action, adapted to all possible 
emergencies. Who would ever have joined even the Whig 
party of the Revolution, if it had been obliged to answer, 
in 1775, whether it would declare for Independence in 
1776, and for this noble Federal Constitution of ours in 
1787, and not a year earlier or later ? 

The people of the United States will be as wise next 
year, and the year afterward, and even ten years hence, 
as we are now. They will oblige the Republican party 
to act as the public welfare and the interests of justice 
and humanity shall require, through all the stages of its 
career, whether of trial or triumph. 

Others will not venture an effort, because they fear 
that the Union would not endure the change. Will 
such objectors tell me how long a Constitution can bear 
a strain directly along the fibres of which it is com- 
posed ? This is a Constitution of Freedom. It is being 
converted into a Constitution of Slavery. It is a repub- 
lican Constitution. It is being made an aristocratic one. 
Others wish to wait until some collateral questions con- 
cerning temperance, or the exercise of the elective fran- 
chise are properly settled. Let me ask all such persons, 
whether time enough has not been wasted on these 
points already, without gaining any other than this 
single advantage, namely, the discovery that only one 
thing can be effectually done at one time, and that the 
one thing which must and will be done at any one time 
is just that thing which is most urgent, and will no 
longer admit of postponement or delay. Finally, we 
are told by faint-hearted men that they despond; the 
Democratic party, they say, is unconquerable, and the 
dominion of Slavery is consequently inevitable. I 
reply to them, that the complete and universal dominion 
of Slavery would be intolerable enough when it should 
have come after the last possible effort to escape should 
have been made. There would, in that case, be left to 
us the consoling reflection of fidelity to duty. 

But I reply, further, that I know— few, 1 think, know 
better than I— the resources and energies of the Demo- 
cratic party, which is identical with the Slave Power. I 
do ample prestige to its traditional popularity. I know 
further— few, 1 think, know better than 1— the diffi- 
culties and (Usadvantages of organizing a new political 
force like the Republican party, and the obstacles it 
must encounter in laboring without prestige and without 
patronage. But, notwithstanding all this, I know that 
the Democratic party must go down, and that the Re- 
publican party must rise into its place. The Demo- 
catic party derived it« strength, originally, from its 
adoption of the principles of equal and exact justice to 
all men. So long as it practiced tliis principle faith- 
fully, it was invulnerable. It became vulnerable when 
it renounced the principle, and since that time it has 
maintained itself, not by virtue of its own strength, or 
even of its traditional merits, but because there as yet 
had appeared in the political field no other party that 
had the conscience and the courage to take up, and ^ 
avow, and practice the life-inspiring principles which 
the Democratic party had surrendered. At last, the 
Kepublican party has appeared. It avows now, as the 
Republican party of ISOO did, in one word, its faith and 
its works, '' Equal and exact justice to all men." Even 
when it first entered the field, only half organized, it 
struck a blow which only just failed to secure complete 
and triumphant victory. In this. Its second campaign, 
it has already won advantages which render that tri- 
umph now both easy and certain. 

The secret of its assured success lies in that very char- 
acteristic which, in the mouth of scoffers, constitutes its 
great and lasting imbecility and reproach. It lies in 
the fact that it is a party of one idea ; but that idea is a 
noble one — an idea that fills and expands all generous 
souls ; the idea of equality— the equality of all men be- 
fore human tribunals and human laws, as they all are 
equal before the Divine tribunal and Divine laws. 

I know, and you know, that a revolution has begunv 
I know, and all the world knows, that revolutions never 
go backward. Twenty Senators and a hundred Kepre- < 
sentatlves proclaim boldly in Congress to-day sentiments 
and opinions and principles of F. eedom which hardly so 
many men, even in this f. ee State, dared to utter in theur 
own homes twenty years ago. While the Government 
of the United States, under the conduct of the Demo- 
cratic party, has been all that time surrendering one 
plain and castle after another to Slavery, the people of 
the United States have been no less steadily and perse- 
veringly gathering together the forces with which to re- 
cover back again all the fields and all the castles which 
have been lost, and to confound and overthrow, by one 
decisive blow, the betrayers of the Constitution and 
Freedom forever. 
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Mb. Matob and Q-bntlbmbm : I cannot express to you 
the delight which I experience in beholding in this great 
city so yast an assembly of my fellow citizens, convened 
for the purpose stated in your resolutions. I am delight- 
ed beyond measure to behold at this time so vast an 
assembly responding to the call of a body so respectable 
as the twenty thousand New Yorkers who have convened 
this meeting. If anything can give assurance to those who 
doubt, and confidence to thoiie who may have had mis- 
givings as to the permanency of our institutions, and the 
solidity of the support which the people of the North are 
prepared to give them, it is that ia the queen city of the 
New World, in the capital of North America, there is 
assembled a meeting so large, so respectable, and so 
unanimous as this meeting has shown itself to be in re- 
ceiving sentiments which, if observed, must protect our 
Union from destruction, and even from danger. (Ap- 
plause.) Gentlemen, is it not a subject of astonishment 
Uiat the idea of danger, and the still more dreadful idea 
of dissolution, should be heard from the lips of an Ameri- 
can citizen, at this day, in reference to, or in connection 
with, the sacred name of this most sacred Union? 
(Applause.) Why gentlemen, what is our Union ? What 
are its antecedents ? What is its present condition ? If 
we ward off the evils which threaten it, what its future 
hope for us and for the great family of mankind ? Why 
gentlemen, it may well be said of this Union as a goveru- 
ment, that as it is the last offspring, so is it Time's most 
glorious and beneficent production. Gentlemen, we are 
created by an Omniscient Being. We are created by a 
Being not only All-Seeing, but AU-Powerful and All- Wise. 
And in the benignity and the farseeing wisdom of His 
power, He permitted the great family of mankind to live 
on, to advance, to improve, step by step, and yet permit- 
ted five thousand years and upward to elapse ere He laid 
the foundation of a truly free, a truly happy, and a truly 
independent empire. It was not, gentlemen, until that 
great length of time had elapsed, that the earth was 
deemed mature for laying the foundations of this mighty 
and prosperous State. It was then that He inspired the 
noble-minded and chivalrous Genoese to set forth upon 
the trackless ocean and discover the empire that we now 
enjoy. But a few years, comparatively, had elapsed 
when there was raised up in this blessed land a set of men 
whose like had never before existed upon the face of this 
earth. Men unequalled in their perceptions of the true 
principles of justice, in their comprehensive benevolence, 
in their capacity to lay safely, justly, soundly, and with 
all the qualities which should insure permanency, the 
foundations of an empire. It was in 1776, and in this 
country, that there assembled the first, the very first, 
assembly of rational men who ever proclaimed, in clear 
and undeniable form, the immutable principles of liberty, 
and consecrated, to all time I trust, in the face of tyrants, 
and in opposition to their power, the rights of nations and 
the rights of men. (Applause.) These patriots, as soon 
as the storm of war had passed away, sat down and 
framed that Instrument upon which our Union rests, the 
Constitution of the United States of America. (Applause.) 
And the question now before us is neither more nor less 
than this : whether that Oonstitution, consecrated by the 
blood shed in that glorious Revolution, consecrated by 
the signature of the most illustrious man who ever lived, 
George Washington (applause)— whether that instrument, 
accepted by the wisest and by the best of that day, and 
accepted in convention, one by one, in each and every 
State of this Union— that instrument from which so many 
blessings have flown — whether that instrument was con- 
ceived in crime, is a chapter of abominations (cries of 
*' No, no,") is a violation of justice, is a league between 
Btrong-handed but wicked-hearted white men to oppress, 
and impoverish, and plunder their felioW'Creatures, con- 
trary to rectitude, honor and Justice, ^pplause.) This 
is the question, neither more nor less. We are toll from 
pulpits, we are told from the political rostrom, fe are 




told in the legislative assemblies of oar Northern States^. ^ 
not merely by speakers, but by distinct resolutions of th< 
whole body — we are told by gentlemen occupying seats 1 
the Congress of the Union through the votes of Northei 
people — that the Constitution seeks to enshrine, to proteet^^B' 
to defend a monstrous crime against justice and hamani^,^^ 
and that it is our duty to defeat its provisions, to outwit^fl 
them , if we cannot otherwise get rid of th^ effect, and to ^ 
trample upon the rights which it has declared shall be pro- — 
tected and insured to our brethren of the So9th. (Ap> — 
plause.) That is now the doctrine advocated. And I ask ^ 
whether that doctrine, necessarily involving the destmc- — 
tion of our Union, shall be permitted to prevail as it has a 
hitherto prevailed ? Gentlemen, I trust you will excuse me 
for deliberately coming up to and meethig this question — 
not seeking to captivate your fancies by a trick of words 
— not seeking to exalt your imaginations by declamation 
or by any effort at eloquence — but meeting this questicm 
gravely, sedately, and soberly, and asking you what is to 
be our course in relation to it ? Gentlemen, the Constito- 
tion guarantees to the people of the Southern States the 
protection of their slave property. In that respect it is a 
solemn coiltapact between the North and the South. As a 
solenm compact are we at liberty to violate it ? (Chries of 
** No, no !") Are we at liberty to seek or take any mean, 
petty advantage of it? (Cries of " No, no I") Are we at 
liberty to con over its particular words, and to restrict and 
to limit its operation, so as to acquire, under such narrow 
construction, a pretence of right by hostile and adverM 
legislation ? (*^ No, no !") — ^to interfere with the interests. 
wound the feelings, and trample on the political rights of 
our Southern fellow-citizens ? ("No, no, no I") No, gentle- 
men. If it be a compact,and has anything sacred in it, we are 
bound to observe it in good faith, honestly and honorably, 
not merely to the letter, but fully to the spirit, and not in 
any mincbig, half-way, unfair, or illiberal construction, 
seeking to satisfy the letter, to ^ve as little as we can, and 
thereby to defeat the spirit. (Applause.) That may be the 
way that some men keep a contract about the sale of a house 
or of a chattel, but it is not the way honest men observe con- 
tracts, even in relation to the most trivial things. (" True,'* 
and applause.) What has been done, having a tendenoy 
to disturb harmony under this Constitution, and to break 
down and destroy the union now existing between these 
States ? Why, gentlemen, at an early period the subject 
of Slavery, as a mere philosophical question, was discussed 
by many, and its justice or injustice made the subject of 
argimient leading to various opinions. It mattered litUe 
how long this discussion should last, while it was confined 
within such limits. If it had only led to the formation of 
societies like the Shakers, who do not believe in matxi- 
mony ; societies like the people of Utah, destined to a 
short career, who believe in too much of it (laughter) ; or 
societies of people like the strong-minded women of oar 
country, who believe that women are much better quali- 
fied than men to perform the functions and offices asuallt7 
performed by men (laughter) — and who probably would, 
if they had their way, smiply change the order of proceed- 
ings, and transfer the husband to the kitchen, and them- 
selves to the field or the cabinet. (Laughter and ap- 
plause.) So long, I say, as this sentimentalitv touching 
Slavery confined itself to the formation of parties and so- 
cieties of this description, it certainly could do no great 
harm, and we might satisfy ourselves with the maxim that 
" Error can do little harm as long as truth is left free to com- 
bat it." But unfortunately gentlemen, this sentimentalitgr 
has found its way out of the meeting-houses— from among 
pious people, assemblies of speculative philosophers, and 
societies formed to benefit the inhabitants of Barioboola- 
gha — ^it has foimd its way into the heart of the selfish p<^ 
tician ; it has been made the war-cry of party ; it lias been 
made the instrument whereby to elevate not merely to 
personal distinction and social rank, but to political power 
Throughout the non-slayeholdhig States of this Union, men. 
have been thus eleyated who advocate a coarse of ooa- 
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duct necessarily exasperating the South, and the natural 
eflSect of whose teacUngs renders the Southern people inse- 
cure in their property and their lives, making it a matter 
of doubt each night whether they can safely retire to their 
slumbers without sentries and guards to protect them 
against incursions from the North. I say the effect has 
been to elevate, on the strength of this sentiment, such 
men to power. And what is the result— the condition of 
things at this day ? Why, gentlemen, the occasion that 
calls us together is the occurrence of a raid upon the 
State of Virginia by a few misguided fanatics — followers of 
these doctrines, with arms in their hands, and bent upon 
rapine and murder. I called them followers, but they 
should be deemed leaders. They were the best, the bravest, 
and the most virtuous of all the abolition party. (Ap- 
plause.) On the Lord's day, at the hour of still repose, 
they armed the bondman with pikes brought from the 
North, that he might slay his master, his master's wife, and 
his master's little children. And immediately succeeding to 
It — at this very instant — what is the political question pend- 
ing before Congress ? 

A book substantially encouraging the same course of 
provocation toward the South which has been long pur- 
sued, is openly recommended to circulation by sixty-eight 
members of your Congress. (Cries of " Shame, on them," 
M>plause, and hisses.)— Recommended to circulation by 
nzty-eight members of your Congress, all elected hi North- 
em States (hisses and applause)-— every one, I say, elected 
from non-slaveholding States. And with the assistance of 
their associates, some of whom hold their offices by your 
votes, there is great danger that they will elect to the 
highest office in that body, where he will sit as a repre- 
sentative of the whole North, a man who united in causing 
that book to be distributed through the South, carrying 
pcrfson and death in its polluted leaves. (''Uanghhn!" 
moA applause.) Is it not fair to say that this great and 
^rious Union is menaced when such a state of things is 
foand to eidst ? when such an act is attempted ? Is it 
reasonable to expect that our brethren of the South will 
eiUmly at down ("No") and submit quietly to such an 
outrage? (Cries of " No, no.") Why, gentlemen, we 
greatly exceed them in numbers. The non-slaveholding 
Mates are by far the more populous ; they are increasing 
daily in numbers and in population, and we may soon 
OTerwhelm the Southern vote. If we continue to fill the 
halls of legislation with abolitionists, and pennit to occupy 
the executive chair men who declare themselves to be en- 
listed in a crusade against Slavery, and against the pro- 
-vlaions of the Constitution which secure that species of 
property, what can we reasonably expect from the people 
of the South but that they will pronounce the Constitution, 
with all its glorious associations, with ail its sacred memo- 
ries — this Union, with its manifold present and promised 
blessings — an unendurable evil, threatening to crush and 
to destroy their most vital interests— to make their coun- 
try a wilderness. Why should we expect them to submit 
to such a line of conduct on our part, and recognhse us as 
brethren, or imite with us in perpetuating the Union ? 

For my part I do not see anything unjust or unreason- 
able in the declaration often made by Southern members 
on this subject. Thev tell us : " If you will thus assail 
as with incendiary pamphlets, if you will thus create a 
q>irit in your country which leads to violence and blood- 
fhed among us, if you will assail the institution upon 
which the prosperity of our country depends, and will ele- 
vate to office over us men who are pledged to aid in such 
transactions, and to oppress us by hostile legislation, we 
eannot — much as we revere the Constitution, greatly as 
we estimate the blessings which would flow from its 
Ckltbful enforcement— we cannot longer depend on your 
oompliance with its injunctions, or adhere to the Union." 
Vor my part, gentlemen, if tlie North continues to con- 
diMSt Itself In the selection of representatives to the 
Congress of the United States as, from, perhaps a certain 
degree of negligence and inattention, it has heretofore 
conducted itsett^ the South is not to be censured if it 
withdraws from the Union. (Hisses and applause. A 
Toice — "that's so." Three cheers for the Fugitive Slave 
Law.) We are not, gentlemen, to hold a meeting to say 
that ** We love this Union ; we delight in it ; we are 
proud of it ; it blesses us, and we enjoy it ; but we shall 
fiU all its offices with men of our own choosing, and, our 
brethren of the South, you shall enjoy its glorious past ; 
70a shall enjoy its mighty recollections ; but it shall 
trample your lostitutions in the dust." We have no 
light to say it. We have no right to exact so much ; 
and an opposite and entirely different course, fellow- 
dtisens, must be ours— must be the course of the great 
North, if we would preserve this Union. (Applause, 
and eries of " Good.") 

And, gentlemen, what is this glorious Union ? What 
Most we sacrifice if we exasperate our brethren of the 
BovAb, and compel them, by injustice and breach of 



compact, to separate from us and to cUssolve it ? Why 
gentlemen, the greatness and glory of the American nan^e 
will then be a thing of yesterday. The glorious Kevo- 
lution of the thirteen States will be a Revolution not 
achieved by us, but by a nation that has ceased to exist. 
The name of Washington will be, to us at least at the 
North (cheers), but as the name of Julius Caesar, or of 
some other great hero who has lived in times gone by, 
whose nation has perished and exists no more. The 
Declaration of Independence, what will that be ? Why, 
the declaration of a State that no longer has place 
among the nations. All these bright and glorious recol- 
lections of the past must cease to be our property, and 
become mere memorials of a by-gone race and people. 
A line must divide the North from the South. Wliat will 
be the consequences ? Will this mighty city — growing 
as it now is, with wealth pouring into it from every por- 
tion of this mighty empire — will it continue to flourish as 
it has done ? (Cries of *' No, no !"; Will your marble 
palaces that line Broadway, and raise their proud tops 
toward the sky, continue to increase, until, as is now 
promised under the Union, It shall present the most 
glorious picture of wealth, prosperity, and happiness, 
that the world has ever seen ? (Applause.) No 1 gen- 
tlemen, no 1 such things cannot be. I do not say that 
we will starve, that we will perish, as a people, if we 
separate from the South. I admit, that if the line be 
drawn between us, they will have their measure of pros- 
perity, and we will have ours ; but meagre, small in the 
extreme, compared with what is existing and promised 
under our Union, will be the prosperity of each. 

Truly has It been said here to-night, that we were 
made for each other; separate us, and although you 
may not destroy us, you reduce each to so low a scale 
that well might humanity deplore the evil courses that 
brought about the result. True, gentlemen, we would 
have left, to boast of, our share of the glories of the Revo- 
lution. The Northern States sent forth to the conflict 
their bands of heroes, and shed their blood as freely as 
those of the South. But the dividing line would take 
away from us the grave of Washington. It is in his own 
beloved Virginia. (Applause and cheers.; It is in the 
State and near the spot where this treason that has been 
growing up in the North, so lately culminated in violence 
and bloodshed. We would lose the grave — we would 
lose all connection with the name of Washington. But 
our philanthropic and pious friends who fain would 
lead us to this result, would, of course, comfort us with 
the consoling reflection that we had the glorious memory 
of John Brown in its place. (Great laughter and cheers.) 
Are you, gentlemen, prepared to make the exchange r 
(Cries of " No, no.") Shall the tomb of Washington, 
that rises upon the bank of the Potomac, receiving its 
tribute from every nation of the earth— shall that become 
the property of a foreign State— a State hostile to us in 
its feelings, and we to it in ours ? Shall we erect a monu- 
ment among the arid hills at North Elba, and deem the 
privilege of making pilgrimages thither a recompense 
for the loss of every glorious recollection of the past, 
and for our severance from the name of Washington ? 
He who is recognized as the Father of his Couut(^ ? 
(Cries of "No, no," and cheers.) No, gentlemen, we 
are not prepared, I trust, for this sad exchange, this 
fatal severance. We are not prepared, I trust, either to 
part with our glorious past or to give up the advantages 
of our present happy condition. We are not prepared 
to relinquish our affection for the South, nor to involve 
our section in the losses, the deprivation of blessings 
and advantages necessarily resulting to each from dis 
union. Gentlemen, we never would have attained the 
wealth and prosperity as a nation which is now ours, 
but for our connection with these very much reviled and 
injured slaveholders of the Southern States. And, gen- 
tlemen, if dissolution is to take place, we must part with 
the trade of the South, and thereby surrender our parti- 
cipation hi the" wealth of the South. Nay, more— we are 
toid from good authority that we must not only part 
with the slaveholding States, but that our younger sister 
with the golden crown— rich, teeming California, she 
who added the final requisite to our greatness as a 
nation— will not come with us. She will remain with 
the South. 

Gentlemen, if we allow this course of injustice toward 
the South to continue, these are to be the consequences — 
evil to us, evil also to them. Much of all that we are 
most proud of; much of all that contributes to our pros- 
perity and greatness as a nation, must pass away from 

us. 

The question is — should we permit it to be continued, 
and submit to all these evils? Is there any reason to 
justify such a course? There is a reason preached to us 
for permitting it. We are told that Slavery is unjust ; we 
are told that it is a matter of conscience to put it down; 
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and that whatever treaties or compacts, or laws, or con- 
stitutious, have been made to sanction abd uphold it, it 
is still unholy, and that we are bound to trample upon 
treaties, compacts, laws, and constitutions, and to stand 
Dy what these men arrogantly tell us is the law of God 
and a fundamental principle of natural Justice. Indeed, 
gentlemen, these two things are not distinguishable. The 
law of God and natural justice, as between man and man, 
are one and the same. The wisest philosopher of ancient 
times — heathen philosophers — said. The rule of conduct 
between man and man is, to live honestly, to iojure no 
man, and to render to every man his due. In words far 
more direct and emphatic, in words of the most perfect 
comprehensiveness, the Saviour of the world gave us the 
same rule in one short sentence — " Love thy neighbor as 
thyself." (Applause.) Now, speaking between us, people 
of the North and our brethren of the South, I asic you to 
act upon this maxim — the maxim of the heathen — the 
command of the living God : " Render to every man his 
due," '• Love thy neighbor as thyself." (Applause.) Thus 
we should act and feel toward the South. Upon that 
maxim which came from Him of Nazareth we should act 
toward the South, but without putting upon it any new* 
faugled, modern interpretation. We should neither say 
nor think that any Gospel minister of this day is wiser than 
God himself— than Ue who gave us the Gosptl. These 
maxims should govern between us and our brethren of the 
South. But, gentlemen, the question is this: Do these 
maximsjustify the assertion of those who seek to invade 
the rights of the South, by proclaiming negro Slavery 
unjust ? That is the point to which this great argument, 
involving the fate of ouir Union, must now come. Is 
negro Slavery uiijust? If it be unjust, it violates the 
first rule of human conduct, " Render to every man his 
due." If it be unjust, it violates the law of God, which 
says, " Love thy neighbor as thyself," for that law requires 
that we should perpetrate no injustice. Gentlemen, if it 
could be maintained that negro Slavery is unjust, is thus 
in conflict with the law of nature and the law of God, 
perhaps I might be prepared — perhaps we all ought to be 
prepared to go with that distinguished man to whom 
allusion is frequently made, and say, there is a *' liigher 
law " which compels us to trample beneath our feet, as a 
wicked and unholy compact, .the Constitution established 
by our fathers, with all the blessings it secures to their 
children. But I insist— and that is ine argument which we 
must meet, and on which we must come to a conclusion 
that shall govern our action in the future selection of re- 
presentatives in the Congress of the United States — / 
inHat ifwi negro Slavery is not unjust. (Long con- 
tinued applause.) It is not unjust; it iajuat, wise, and 
beneJicerU. (Hisses, followed by applause, and cries of 
♦* Put him out.") Let him stay, gentlemen. 

Prbsidbnt. — Let him stay there. Order. 

Mr. O'Conor. — Serpents may hiss, but good men will 
hear. (Cries again of ** Put him out ;" calls to order ; 
confusion for a time.) 

Tab President. — If anybody hisses here, remember that 
every one has his own peculiar way of expressing him- 
self, and as some birds only understand hissing, they 
must hiss. (Applause.) 

Hr. 0*Comor. — Gentlemen, there is an animal upon 
this earth that has no faculty of making its sentiments 
known in any other way than by a hiss. I am for equal 
rights. (Three cheers were here given for Mr. O'Conor, 
three for Gov. Wise, and three groans for John Brown.) 
I beg of you, gentlemen, all of you who are of my mind at 
least, to preserve silence, and leave the hissing animal in 
the full enjoyment of his natural privileges. (Cries of 
" Good, good," laughter and applause.) The first of our 
race that offended was taught to do so by that hissing 
animal (Laughter and applause.) The first human 
society that was ever broken up through sin and discord, 
had its happy union dissolved by the entrance of that 
animal. (Applause.) Therefore I say it Is his privilege to 
hiss. Let him hiss on. (Cries of " Good, good," laughter 
and applause.) Gentlemen, I will not detain you much 
longer. (Cries of "Go on, go on.") I maintain that 
negro Slavery is not unjust— (a voice — " No, sir," ap- 
plause,) that it is benign in its influence upon the white 
man and upon the black. (Voices — '* That's so, that's 
BO," applause.) I maintain that it is ordained by na- 
ture ; that it is a necessity of both races ; that, in cli- 
mates where the black race can live and prosper, nature 
herself enjoins correlative duties on the black man and 
on the white, which cannot be performed except by the 
preservation, and. If the hissing gentleman please, the 
perpetuation of negro Slavery. 

I am fortified in this opinion by the highest tribunal In 
our country, that venerable exponent of our institutions, 
and of the prmciples of justice— the Supreme Court of the 
United States. That court has held, on this subject, what 
wise men will ever pronounce to be sound and just doc- 



trine. There are some principles well known, weU and»- 
stood, universally recognized and universally acknow- 
ledged among men, that are not to be found written in con- 
stitutions or in laws. The people of the United States, afc 
the formation of our Government, were, as they still are, in 
some sense, peculiarly and radically distinguishable from 
other nations. We were white men, of— what is common^ 
called, by way of distinction— the Caucasian race. We 
were a monogamous people ; that is to say, we were not 
Mohammedans, or followers of Joe Smithr— with half a do- 
zen wives apiece. (Laughter.) It was a fundamental 
principle of our civilization that no State could exist or be 
tolerated in this Union, which should not, in that respect, 
resemble all the other States of the Union. Some other 
distinctive features might be stated which serve to mark 
us as a people distinct from others, and incapable of asso- 
ciating on terms of perfect political equaUty, or social 
equality, as friends and fellow-citizens, with some kinds of 
people that are to be found upon the face of the earth. 
As a white nation, we made our Constitution and our laws, 
vesting all political rights in that race. They, and they 
alone, constituted, in every political sense, the American 
people. (Applause.) As to the negro, why, we allowed 
him to live under the shadow and protection of our laws. 
We gave him, as we were bound to give him, protection 
against wrong and outrage ; but we denied to hkii political 
rights, or the power to govern^ TVe left him, for so long a 
period as the community in wluch he dwelt should so order, 
in the condition of a bondsman. (Applause.) Now, gen- 
tlemen, to that condition the negro is assigned by natuire. 
(Cries of " Bravo," and " That's so," and applause.) Ex- 
perience shows that this race cannot prosper — ^that they 
become extinct in any cold, or in any very temperate clime ; 
but in the warm, the extremely warm regions, his race can 
be perpetuated, and with proper guardianship, may pr(»- 
per. He has ample strength, and is competent to labor, 
but nature denies to him either the intellect to govern or 
the willingness to work. (Applause.) Both were denied 
him. That same power which deprived him of the will to 
labor, gave him, in our country, as a recompense, a master 
to coerce that duty, and convert him into a useful and val- 
uable servant. (Applause.) I maintain that it is not in- 
justice to leave the negro in the* condition in which nature 
placed him, and for which alone he is adapted. Fitted 
only for a state of pupilage, our slave system gives him a 
master to govern him and to supply his deficiencies : in 
this there is no injustice. Neither is it upjust in the master 
to compel him to labor, and thereby afford to that master 
a just compensation in return for the care and talent em- 
ployed in governing him. In this way alone is the negro 
enabled to render himself useful to himself and to the so- 
ciety in which he is placed. 

These are the principles, gentlemen, which the extreme 
measures of abolitionism compel us to enforce. This is 
the ground that we must take, or abandon our cherished 
Union. W^e must no longer favor political leaders who talk 
about negro Slavery being an evil ; nor must we advance 
the indefensible doctrine that negro Slavery is a thing 
which, although pernicious, is to be tolerated merely be- 
cause we have made a bargain to tolerate it. We must 
turn away from the teachings of fanaticism. We must 
look at negro slavery as it is, remembering that the voice 
of inspiration, as found in the sacred volume, nowhere 
condemns the bondage of those who are fit only for bond- 
age. Yielding to the clear decree of nature, and the dic- 
tates of sound philosophy, we must pronounce that insti- 
tution just, benign, lawful and proper. The Constitution 
established by the fathers of our Republic, which recog- 
nized it, must be maintained. And that both may stand 
together, we must maintain that neither the institution 
itself, nor the Constitution which upholds it, is wicked or 
ui^ust ; but that each is sound and wise, and entitled to 
our fullest support. 

We must visit with our execration any man claiming our 
suffrages, who objects to enforcing, with entire good raith, 
the provisions of the Constitution in favor of negro Slavery, 
or who seeks, by any indirection, to withhold its protection 
from the South, or to get away from its obligations upon 
the North. Let us henceforth support no man for pubUc 
office whose speech or action tends to induce assaults upon 
the territory of our Southern neighbors, or to generate in- 
surrection within their borders. (Loud applause.) These 
are the principles upon which we must act. This is what 
we must say to our brethren of the South. If we have sent 
men into Congress who are false to these views, and are 
seeking to violate the compact which binds us together, we 
must ask to be forgiven until we have another chance to man- 
irest our will at the ballot-boxes. We must tell them that 
these men shall be consigned to privacy (applause), and 
that true men, men faithful to the Constitution, men 
loving all portions of the country alike, shall be elected 
in their stead. And, gentlemen, we must do more than 
promise this — we must perform it. (Loud applause, fol- 
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lowed by three cheers for Mr. O'Oonor, and a tiger.) But 
a word more, gentlemen, and I have done. (Cries of** Go 
on.") I have no doubt at all that what I have said to 
you this evening will be greatly misrepresented. It is 
very certain that I have not had time enough properly to 
enlarge upon and fully to explain the interesting topics on 
which I have ventured to express myself thus boldly and 
distinctly, taking upon myself the consequences, be they 
what they may. (Applause.) But I will say a few words 
by way of explanation. I have maintained the justice of 
Slavery ; I have maintained it, because I hold that the 
negro is decreed by nature to a state of pupilage under the 
dominion of the wiser white man, in every clime where 
Otod and nature meant the negro should live at all. 
(Applause.) I say a state of pupilage ; and, that I may 
be rightly understood, I say that it is the duty of the 
white man to treat him kindly ; that is the interest of the 
white man to treat him kindly. (Applause.) And further, 
it is my belief that if the white man, in the States where 
Slavery exists, is not interfered with by the fanatics who 
are now creating these disturbances, whatever laws, 
wliatever improvements, whatever variations in the con- 
duct of society are necessary for the purpose of enforcing 
in every instance the dictates of interest and humanity, 
as between the white man and the black, will be faith- 
fully and fairly carried out in the progress of that im- 
provement in all these things in which we are engaged. 
It is not pretended that tlie master has a right to slay his 
slave ; it is not pretended that he has a right to be guilty 
of harshness and inhumanity to his slave. The laws of 
all the Southern States forbid that ; we have not the right 
here at the North to be guilty of cfuelty toward a horse. 
It is an indictable offence to commit such cruelty. The 
same laws exist in the South, and if there is any failure 
in enforcing them to the fullest extent, it is due to this 
external force, which is pressing upon the Southern I 
States, and compels them to abstain perhaps from many 
acts beneficent toward the negro which otherwise would 
l>e performed. ^Applause.) lu truth, in fact, in deed, 
the white man m the slaveholding States has no more 
aathority by law of the land over his slave than our laws 
allow to a father over his minor children. He can no 
more violate humanity with respect to them, than a father 
in any of the free States of this Union can exercise acts 
violative of humanity toward his own son under the age 
of twenty-one. So far as the law is concerned, you own 
.. c\ut boys, and have a right to their services until they 
:»/o twenty-one. You can make them work for you ; you 
.4iTe the right to hire out their services and take their 
earnings ; you have the right to chastise them with judg- 
ment and reason if they violate your commands ; and 
they are entirely without political rights. Not one of 
them at the age of twenty years and eleven months even, 
can go to the polls and and give a vote. Therefore, gen- 
tlemen, before the law, there is but one difference between 
the free white man of twenty years of age in the Northern 



States, and the negri» V«ndman in the Southern States* 
The white man is to be emancipated at tweuty-oue* 
because his God-given intellect entitles him to emancipa- 
tion and fits him for the duties to devolve upon hiu:. 
The negro, to be sure, is a bondman for life. He may be 
sold from one master to another, but where is the ill iu 
that? — one may be as good as another. If there be laws 
with respect to the mode of sale, which by separating man 
and wife do occasionally lead to that which shocks 
humanity, and may be said to violate all propriety and 
all conscience— if such things are done, let tiie South 
alone and they will correct the evil. Let our brethren of 
the South take care of their own domestic institutions 
and they will do it. (Applause.) They will so govern 
themselves as to suppress acts of this description, if they 
are occasionally committed, as perhaps they are, and we 
must all admit that they are contrary to just conceptions 
of right and humanity. I have never yet heard of a 
nation conquered from evil practices, brought to the 
light of civilisation, brought to the light of religion or tho 
knowledge of the Gospel by the bayonet, by the penal 
laws, or by external persecutions of any kind. It is not 
by declamation and outcry against a people from those 
abroad and outside of their territory that you can improve 
their manners or their morals in any respect. No ; if, 
standing outside of their territory, you attack the errors 
of a people, you make them cliug to their faults. From 
a sentiment somewhat excusable — somewhat akin to self- 
respect and .patriotism — they will resist their nation's 
enemy. Let our brethren of the South alone, gentlemen, 
and if there be any errors of this kind, they will correct 
them. 

There Is but one way in which you can thus leave them 
to the guidance of their own judgment — by which you can 
retain them in this Union as our brethren, and perpetuate 
this glorious Union ; and that is, by resolving — without 
reference to the political party or 1 action to which any 
one of you may belong, without reference to the name, 
political or otherwise, which you may please to bear- 
resolving that the man, be he who he may, who advocates 
the doctrine that negro Slavery is unjust, and ought to 
be assailed or legislated against, or wlio agitates the sub- 
ject of extinguishing negro Slavery in any of its forms as 
a political hobby, that that man shall be denied your suf- 
frages, and not only denied your suffrnges, but that you 
will select from the ranks of the opposite party, or your 
own, if necessary, the man you like least, who entertains 
opposite sentiments, but through wtiose instrumentality 
you may be enabled to defeat his election, and to secure 
in the councils of the nation men who are true to the 
Constitution, who are lovers of the Union — men who can- 
not be induced by considerations of imaginary benevo- 
lence for a people who really do not desire their aid, to 
sacrifice or to jeopard in any degree the blessings we 
enjoy under this Union. May it be perpetuaL 
(Great and continued cheering.) 
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LETTER FROM CHARLES O'COt^TOR TO A COMMITTEE OF MERCHANTS. 



New York, Dec. 20, 1859. 

Chab. O'CoiroB, Esq. : The undersigned, being desirous of 
circulating as widely as possible, both at the North and at the 
South, the proceedings of the Union Meeting held at the 
Academy of Music last evening, intend publishing in pamphlet 
fbrm, for distribudon, a correct copy of the same. 

Will you be so kind as to inform us whether this step meets 
yonr approval ; and if so, furnish us with a corrected report 
of your speech delivered by you on that occasion. Yours 
reraectfttlly, 

LEITCH, BURNET A CO., 
GEO. W. A. JEHIAL READ, 
BRUFF, BROTHER A SEAVER. 
C. B. HATCH & CO., 
DAVIS, NOBLE A CO., 

(Formerly Furman, Davis A Co..) 
WESSON & COX, 
CRONIN, HURXTHAL A SEARS, 
ATWATER, MULFORD CO. 

Obhtlemen : The measure you propose meets my entire 
approval. 

1 have long thought that our disputes concerning negro 
Slavery would soon terminate, if the public mind could be 



drawn to the true issue, and steadily fixed upon it. To 
effect tills object was the sole aim of my address. 

Though its ministers can never permit the law of the 
land to be questioned by private judgment, there is, never- 
theless, such a thing as natural justice. Natural justice 
has the Divine sanction ; and it is impossible that any hu- 
man law which conflicts with it should long endure. 

Where mental enlightenment abounds, where morality 
is professed by all, where the mind is free, speech is free,, 
and the press is free, is it possible, in the nature of 
things, that a law which is admitted to conflict with natu- 
ral justice, and with God's own mandate, should long en- 
dure? 

You all will admit that, within certain limits,, at least,, 
our Constitution does contain positive guaranties for the 
preservation of negro Slavery in the old States through all 
time, unless the local legislatures shall think fit to abolish 
it. And, consequently, if negro Slavery, however hu- 
manely administered or judiciously regulated, be an insti- 
tution which conflicts with natural justice and with God's 
law, surely the most vehement and extreme admirers oi 
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John Browii*8 sentiinents are right; and their denun- 
ciations against the Constitution, and against the most 
hallowed names connected with it, are perfectly justifia- 
ble. 

The friend? of truth — the patriotic Americans who would 
sustain their country's honor against foreign rivalry, and 
defend their country's interests against all assailants, err 
greatly when they contend with these men on any point 
but one. Their general principles cannot be refuted; 
their logic is irresistible ; the error, if any there be, is in 
their premises. They assert that negro Slavery is unjust. 
Thla, and this alone, of all they say, is capable of being 
fairly argued against. 

If this proposition cannot be refuted, our Union cannot 
endure, and it ought not to endure. 

Our negro bondmen can neither be exterminated nor 
transported to Africa. They are too numerous for either 
process, and either, if practicable, would involve a viola- 
tion of humanity. If they were emancipated, they would 
relapse into barbarism, or a set of negro States would 
arise in our midst, possessing political equality, and enti- 
tled to social equality. The division of parties would soon 
make the negro members a powerful body in Congress — 
would place some of them in high political stations, and 
occasionally let one into the executive chair. 



It is in vain to say that this could be endured ; It b slm* 
ply impossible. 

What, then, remains to be discussed? 

The negro race is upon us. With a Constitution wMdi 
held them in bondage, our Federal Union might be pre- 
served ; but if so holding them in bondage be a thing for* 
bidden by God and Mature, we cannot lawfully so hold 
them, and the Union must perish. 

This \a the inevitable result of that conflict which hu 
now reached its climax. 

Among us at the north, the sole question for reflection, 
study, and friendly hiterchange of thought should be — ^Is 
negro Slavery unjust? The rational and dispassionate 
inquirer will find no difiiculty in arriving at my conclu- 
sion. It is fit and proper ; it is, in its own nature, as an 
iustitution, beneficial to both races ; and the effect of this 
assertion is not diminished by our adndtting that many 
faults are practised under it. Is not such the fact in re- 
spect to all human laws and institutions ? 

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, yours truly, 

Chables O'Conob. 

To Messrs. Leltch, Burnet & Co. ; Geo. W. Jk Jehial Bead; BmlZ; 
Brother & Seaver ; C. B. Hatch & Co. ; Davis, Noble A Co. ; 
Wesson it Cox ; Cronin, Hurxthal & Sears ; Atwater, MuUbrd 
SlCo. 
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HERSCHEL V. JOHNSON 

ON SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. 



On the 1th of July, 1848, while the bill to 
establish the Territorial Government of Oregon 
was under consideration in the United States 
Senate, the Hon. Herschel V. Johnson, then a 
member of the Senate, from Georgia, and now 
a candidate for Vice-President on the ticket 
with Mr. Douglas, made a lengthy speech from 
which we extract the following : 

It remains now to consider the question involved in 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. Davis). That question is, whether it is the 
duty of Congress to guarantee to the slaveholder, who 
shall remove with his salves into the territory of the 
United States, the undisputed enjoyment of his property 
in them, so long as it continues to be a Territory. Or, 
in other words, whether the inhabitants of a Territory, 
during their Territorial condition, have the right to pro- 
hibit Slavery therein. 

For the purpose of this question, it matters not where 
the power of legislating for the Territory resides — 
whether exclusively in Congress, or jointly in Congress 
and the inhabitants, or exclusively in the inhabitants of 
the Territory; the power is precisely the same — no 
greater in the hands of one than the other. In no event, 
can the slaveholder of the South be excluded from 
settling in such Territory with his property of every 
description. If the right of exclusive legislation for the 
Territories belongs to Congress, then I have shown that 
they have no Constitutional power, either expressed or 
implied, to prohibit Slavery therein. Bat suppose that 
Congress have the right to establish a Territorial Gov- 
ernment only, and that then, all further governmental 
control ceases ; can the Territorial Legislature pass an 
act prohibiting Slavery? Surely not. For the mo- 
ment you admit the right to organize a Territorial Gov- 
ernment to exist in Congress, you admit, necessarily 
he subordination of the people of the Territory — their 
lependence on this Government for an organic law to 
give them political existence. Hence all their legisla- 
tion must be in conformity with the organic law ; they 
can pass no act In violation of it — none but such as per- 
mits. Since, therefore, Congress has no power, as I 
have shown, to prohibit Slavery, they cannot delegate 
such a power to the inhabitants of the Territory ; they 
cannot authorize the Territorial Legislature to do that 
which they have no power to do. The stream cannot 
rise higiier than its source. This is as true in govern- 
ments as in physics. 

It is idle, however, to discuss this question in tills form. 
For If Congress possess the power to organize temporary 
Ifovemments, it must then possess the power to legislate 
for the Territories. If they may perform the greater, they 
may the less ; the major includes the minor proposition. 



Hence Congress has, in all cases since the foundation of 
our government, reserved a veto upon the legislation of 
the territorial governments ; it is absolutely necessary, 
in order to restrain them Arom violations of the Constitu- 
tion and infringements of the rights of the States, as Joint 
owners of the public lands. If, therefore, the act of the 
Territorial Government, prohibiting Slavery, should be sent 
up to Congress for approval, they would be bound to with- 
hold it, upon the ground of its being an act which Congress 
themselves could not pass. 

But suppose the right of legislation for the Territory be 
in Its Inhabitants, can they prohibit Slavery ? Surely not; 
and for reasons similar to those which show that Congress 
cannot. 

The Territories are not independent of, but subordinate 
to, the United States ; and therefore their le^lation must 
be subordinate. Let us look at some of the limitations 
which this condition Imposes. Under the Constitution, 
"No title of nobility shall be granted by the United 
States ;" " Congress shall make no law respecting the es- 
tablishment of religion, or pertaining to the free exercise 
thereof; no religious test shall be required as a qualifica- 
tion to any office or public trust under the United States,** 
etc. It is true, these restrictions do not apply in terms 
to the Territories ; but will it be contended for a moment 
that they would have the right by legislation to lay these 
impositions upon citizens of the States who emigrate 
thither for settlement ? . , , 

Sovereignty follows the ownership of the domain, and 
therefore the sovereignty over the Territories is in the 
States in their confederated capacity ; hence the reason 
that the legislation of Congress, as the agent of the States 
respecting the Territories, must be limited by the object 
of the trust, the situation and nature of the property to 
be administered, and the respective rights of the proper 
owners. Now, if the sovereignty over the Territories is 
in the States, and the right of legislation not in Congress, 
but in the inhabitants of the Territories, it is evident that 
they can have no higher right of legislation than Cong^ress 
could have ; they must be bound by limitations just men- 
tioned ; and if the prohibition of Slavery in the Territories 
by Congress be inconsistent with these limitations, its pro- 
hibition by the territorial legislature would be so likewise. 

If possessing the right of legislation^ the inhabitants of 
the Territories are bound by the limitations to which I 
have alluded. It may be asked, who holds the check upon 
their action ? I reply, that it is indispensable for Con- 
gress to exercise the veto upon their legislation. Who 
else shall prevent their passing laws In violation of the 
equal rights of the States in the Territory, which is the 
common property of all ? "Without the retention of a veto 
upon the legislation of the Territorial Governments, it 
would make the Inhabitants of the Territory independent 
of Congress ; aye, it would establish the proposition, that 
the moment you conquer a people they rise superior to 
the government that conquers. New-Mexico and CaUfor* 
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nia are onn by treaty ' but for all the purposes of this ar- 
gument, we have acquired them by conquest. To assert, 
therefore, that they have the right to legislate over all 
Bofatjects— to prohibit Slavery, despite the consent of the 
United States — is to say that, by our conquest of them, 
they become invested with rights superior tp those of Con- 
gress. The institution of Slavery is ffuara/nteed by the 
Constitution of the United States, and it has the same 
protection thrown around it which guards our citizens 
against the granting of titles of nobility or the establish- 
ment of religion ; there/ore Congress would he as much 
dound to veto an act of Territorial legislation prohibiting 
U, as an act violating these rights of every citizen of the 
Biepoblic. . . . 

Mr. Mangum. — ^This is a tree Territory (New-Mexico) I 
am now speaking about Suppose a North Carolinian emi- 
grates to New-Mexico with his slaves ? they must either be 
recognized as property, or not ; who has the right to deter- 
mine that question? 

Mr. Johnson. — ^I think that question has already been 
decided by the late treaty (with Mexico). . . Now, is not 
Stovery in the United States a political as well as a muni- 
c^al institution ? It is municipal, in that its entire control 
and continuance belong to the State in which it exists ; and 
it is political, because it is recognized by the organic law 
of the Confederacy, and cannot be changed or altered by 
Congress, without an amendment to the Constitution ; and 
because it is a fundamental law, that three-fifths of the 
slaves are represented in the National Legislature. Being 
poliUcal, upon the execution of the Treaty of Cession with 
Mexico, it extended eo insianti^ over the Territories of 
New-Mexico and California. Then, I say, if a fellow-citi- 
len of the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. Mangum) 
were to remove with his slaves into New-Mexico, his right 
to their use and service is guaranteed by the Constitution 
of the United States, and no power on earth can deprive 
him of them, . . It is a misapplication of terms to speak 
of prohU>iting Slavery in the tenitory of the United States. 
It already exists in contemplation of law, and the legisla- 
tion proposed (prohibition) amounts to abolition. . . . 

But suppose, Mr. President, you have the right to pro- 
hfi>it Slavery in the Territories of the United States, what 
high poUtical consideration requires you to exercise it? 
Aumust see, that it cannot be effected without producing 
a popular convulsion which will probably dissolve 
Ihit Union. 
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CAPITAL SHOULD OWN LABOR. 
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Mr. Herschel Y. Johnson made a speech at a 
Democratic meeting in Philadelphia on the 17th 
of September, 1856, in which the newspapers 
report him as having said, among other things : 

** We believe that capital should own labor ; is there 
any doubt that there must be a laboring class every- 
where ? In all countries and under every form of social 
organization there must be a laboring class — a class of 
men who get their living by the sweat of their brow ; and 
then there must be another class that controls and di- 
rects the capital of the country." 

MB. JOHNSON^S TIEWS ON POPULAR SOVEREIGNTT. 

After the adjournment of the Democratic 
National Convention from Charleston to Balti- 
more a Democratic State Convention met at 
Milledgeville, 6a., on the 4th of June, to take 
action in regard to the secession of most of ^he 
Georgia delegates at Charleston. It seems that 
a Business Committee of 24 was appointed, of 
which Herschel V. Johnson was one. This 
Committee disagreed as to the propriety of ap- 
pointing new delegates to Baltimore, the friends 
of the Seceders opposing and a few who pre- 
ferred to see Douglas elected to a dissolution 
V^ of the party, favoring that step ; and the conse- 
qoence was, that two reports were presented — 



a majority one by twenty members of the 
Committee, and a minority one by four mem- 
bers, which latter division included. Herschel 
V. Johnson who, as chairman, introduced the 
minority report. 

The two reports were discussed by various 
persons, Mr. Johnson defending his, and Howell 
Cobb, Secretary of the Treasury, acting as pacifi- 
cator. The latter gentleman stated that there 
was ** no difference in the principles enunciated 
in both the majority and minority reports. 
There were only two minor differences ; one 
was, that the majority report indorsed the 
secession from the Charleston Convention — 
while the minority neither indorsed nor com- 
mended the action of the Georgia delegates 
there." 

The result was, that the majority report was 
adopted by a vote of 299 to 41, when the 
minority, under the lead of Mr. Johnson, se- 
ceded, organized another Convention and ap- 
pointed a full delegation to Baltimore, one- 
half of whom were admitted to seats by the 
Convention, together with one-half of the other 
delegation. 

The following is the report presented to the 
regular Convention by Mr. Johnson : 

MINORITY REPORT. 

Jiesolved, That we reafiSrm the Cincinnati Platform» 
with the following additional propositions : 

1st. That the citizens of the United States have an equal 
right to settle with their property of any kind, ]n the 
organized Territories of the United States, and that under 
the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in 
the case of Dred Scott, which we recognize as the correct 
exposition of the Constitution in this particular, slave 
property stands upon the same footing as all other 
descriptions o/prbperty, and that neither the General 
Oovemm^tU, nor akt Tk&ritobial Governmbkt, can 
destroy or impair the right to ttlave property in the 
common Territories, any more than the right to any other 
description of property; that property of all kinds, 
slaves as well as any other species of property, in the 
Territories, stand upon the same equal and broad Consti- 
tutional basis, and subject to like principles of recognition 
and protection in the Legislative, ^'t^ioia^ and eoaeotU' 
tive departments of the Government. 

2d. That we will support any man who may be nomi- 
nated by the Baltimore Convention, for the Presidency, 
who holds the principles set forth in the foregoing pro- 
position, and who will give them his indorsemrsnt^ and 
that we will not hold ourselves bound to support any man, 
who may be the nominee, who entertains principles in- 
consistent with those set forth in the above proposition, 
or wJw denies that slave property in the Territories 
does stand on an equal footing, and on the sam^ OonstU 
tutUmal basis of other descriptions of property. 

In view of the fact that a large majority of the delegates 
from Oeorfda felt it to be their duty to withdraw from the 
late Democratic Convention at Charleston, thereby de- 
priving this State of her vote therein, according to the 
decision of said Convention. 

Besolved, That this Convention will appohit twenty 
delegates — ^four firom the State at large, and two from 
each Congressional District — to represent the Democratic 
party of Georgia, in the adjourned Convention at Balti- 
more, on the 18th inst., and that said delegates be and 
they are hereby instructed to present the foregoing pro- 
positions, and ask their adoption by the National 
Democratic Convention. Herschel V. Johnson, 

Thos. p. Saffold, 
U. K. McCay, 

A. COLVA&O. 
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TREASON AND DISUNION AVOWED^ 



• • • 



In 1866, as now, many of the leading States- 
men and editors of the Democratic party in the 
Southern States uttered predictions of Disunion, 
made arguments for Disunion and very solemn 
threats of Disunion in case they should be 
beaten in the Presidential Election. Mr. Slidell, 
Senator from Louisiana, and the particular 
friend and champion of Mr. Buchanan, declared 
, in "1856 that " if Fremont should be elected, 
the Union would be dissolved." Mr. Toombs, 
of Georgia, said "that in such an event the 
Union would be dissolved, and ought to be dis- 
solved.'* Mr. Butler, of S. C, a leading mem- 
ber of the U. S. Senate and chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee in 1856, said: 

When Fremont Is elected, we must rely upon what 
we have — a good State Government. Every Governor of 
the South ' should call the Legislature of his State to- 
gether, and have measures of the South decided upon. 
l[f they did not, and submit to the degradation, t/iey 
would deserve the fate of slaves, /should advise my 
Legislature to go at the tap of the drum. 

Mr. Keitt, of S. C, made a fiery speech at 
Lynchburgh, Va., in 1856 and in view of the 
apprehended election of Col. Fremont, ex- 
claimed : 

I tell you now, that if Fremont is elected, adherence 
to the Union is treason to liberty. (Loud cheers.) I 
tell you now, that the southern man who will submit to 
his election is a traitor and a coward. (Enthusiastic 
cheers.) 

This speech was indorsed as "sound doc- 
trine " by the Hon. John B. Floyd, of Va., now 
Mr. Buchanan's Secretary of War. 

Mr. Preston S. Brooks was complimented for 
his attempted (and nearly successful) assassi- 
nation of Senator Sumner, by an ovation at the 
hands of his constituents at which Senators But- 
ler, S. C, and Toombs, of Georgia, assisted. 
The hero of the day, Mr. Brooks, made a speech 
on the occasion from which the following is an 
extract ; 

"We have the issue upon us now ; and how are we to 
meet it? I tell you, fellow-citizens, from the bottom of 
my heart, that the only mode which I think available for 
meeting it is just to tear the Constitution of the United 
States, trample it under foot, and form a Southern 
Confederacy every State of which will be a slavehold- 
ing State. (Loud and prolonged cheers.) I believe it, 
as I stand in the face of my Maker ; I believe it on my 
responsibility to you as your honored representative, 
that the only hope of the South is in the South, ana 
that the only available mea/ns of making that hope 
effective is to cut asunder the bonds IJiat tie us to- 
gether, and take our separate position in the family 
of nations. These are my opinions. They have always 
been my opinions. I have been a disunionist from 
the time I coiUd thin^. . . . 

Now, fellow-citizens, I have told you very frankly 
and undisguisedly, that I believe the only hope of the 
South is in dissolving the bonds which connect us with 
the Government — in separating the living body from 
the dead carcass. If I was the commander of an army, 
Jnever woiUd post a sentinel who would not swear 
thai Slavery is right.^^ . . . 

I speak on my individual responsibility : ^ Fremont 
"be elected Presided of the United States, I am for tJie 
people in their majesty rising above the lnw and 
leaders, taking the power into their own hands, going 
1>y concert or not by concert^ and laying the strong 



arm of southern freemen upon the Treasury cmd ar* 
chives of the Government. (Applause.) 

The Charleston "Mercury," the recognized 

organ of the South Carolina Democracy, in a 

recent article says : 

Upon thepoUcy of dissolving the Union^ qf separai' 
ing the l^uth from, her northern enemies^ ana estab- 
lishing a southern Confederacy^ parties, pre^es^ poli- 
ticians, and people, are a unit. There is not a single 
public man in her limits, not one of her present repre- 
sentatives or senators in Congress who is not pledged 
to the lips in favor ofdistmion. Indeed, we well remem- 
ber that one of the most prominent leaders of the coope- 
ration party, when taunted with submission, rebuked the 
thought by saying, " that in opposing secession^ he on^ 
took a step backward to strike a blow more deadly 
against the Union.'*'* 

In the autumn of 1856, Henry A. Wise, then 
Governor of Virginia, told the people of that 
State that — 

The South could not, without degradation, submit to 
the election of a Black Republican President. To tdl 
me we should submit to the election of a Black Republic 
can, under circumstances like these, is to tell me that 
Virginia and the fourteen Slave States are already subja- 
givted and degraded, [cheers ;] that the southern people 
are without spirit, and without purpose to defend Uie 
rights they know and dare not maintain. [Cheers ] * If 
you submit to the election of Fremont, you will prove 
what Seward and Burlingame said to be true — that the 
South cannot be kicked out of the Union. 

During the Presidential campaign of 1856, the 
Washington correspondent of the " New Orleans 
Delta," a journal high in the confidence of the 
Pierce administration, wrote : 

It is already arranged, in the event of Fremont's 
election, or a failure to elect by the people, to call the 
Le^slatures of Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia 'to 
concert measures to withdraw from the Union before 
Fremont can get possession of the Army and navy and 
the purse-strings of government. Governor Wise ie ac- 
tively at work already in the matter. 2 he South can 
rely on the President in the emergency contemplated. 
The question now is, whether the people of the South will 
sustain their leaders. 

At a Union meeting recently held at Knox- 
ville, Tenn., Judge Daily, formerly of Georgia, 
made a violent southern speech, in the course of 
which he said : 

During the Presidential contest. Governor Wise had ad- 
dressed letters to all the southern governors, and that 
the one to the Governor of Florida had been ahoiom 
him, in 'Which Gov. Wise said lie had. an army in read- 
iness to prevent Fremont from taking his seat if elect* 
ed, and asking the cooperation of those to whom he 
wrote: 

Charles J. Faulkner, formerly a Representa- 
tive in Congress from Virginia, Chairman of the 
Democratic Congressional Committee, in 1866, 
and now Minister to France, at a recent Demo- 
cratic meeting held in Virginia, over which ho 
presided, said : 

"When that noble and gallant son of Vir^nla, Henry A. 
Wise, declared, as was said he did in October, ISSis, that 
if Fremont should be elected, iib would seize the na- 

TIOXAL ARSENAL AT HARPER's FERRY, hoW feW WOUld, at 

that time, have justified so bold and decided a measure? 
It is the fortune of some great and g'tjted minds to see 
far in adva/nce of their contemporaries. Should Wil- 
ham H. Seward be elected in 1860, where is the man now 
in our midst, who *jDould not call for t/ie impeachment 
of a Governor of Virginia who would silently ei^fffw 
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that armory to pass wid^r the control of suck an Esb- 
eciUiveheadf 

The Richmond Enquirer^ long one of the 
leading exponents of the Southern Democracy, 
in commenting on the murderous assault on 
Senator Sumner, said :' 

Sumner, and Samner*a friends, must be punished and si- 
lenced. Either such wretches must be hung or put in the 
penitentiary, or the South should prepare at once to quit 
ttie Union. 

If Fremont is elected, the Union will not last an hour 
after Mr. Pierce's term expires. 

If Fremont is elected, it will be the duty of the South 
to dissolve the Union and form a Southern Confederacy. 

Let the South present a compact and undivided front. 
Let her, if possible, detach Pennsylvania and southern 
Ohio, southern Indiana, and southern Illinob, from the 
North, and make the highlands between the Ohio and the 
lakes the dividing line. Let the South treat with Califor- 
nia ; and. if necessary, ally herself with Russia, with Cuba, 
andBraziL 

Senator Iverson, of Georgia, in a speech made 
to his constituents previous to the assembling of 
the second session of the 36th Congress, said : 

Slfivery must be maintained— in the Unions if pos- 
sible ; out of it, if necessary ; peaceably ^ if we may, 
forcibly if we must. . 

In a confederated government of their own, the South- 
em States would eiyoy sources of wealth, prosperity, and 
power, unsurpassed by any nation on earth. No neutra- 
lity laws would re&tram our adventurous sons. Our ex- 
panding policy would stretch far beyond present limits. 
Central America would join her destiny to ours, and so 
would Cuba, now withheld from ma by the voice and votes 
of Abolition enemies. 

During the late memorable contest for Speaker, 

the same Senator remarked, as follows : 

&iT^ I will tell you what I would do, if I had the control 
of the southern members of this House and the other, when 
you elect John Sherman. If I had control of the public 
sentiment, the very moment you elect John Sherman, 
tiius giving to the South the example of insult as well as 
injury, I would walk, every one of us, out of the Halls of 
this Capitol, and consult our constituents ; and I would 
never enter again until I was bade to do so by those who 
had the right to control me. Sir, I go further than that. 
I would counsel my constituents instantly to dissolve all 
political ties with a party and a people who thus trample 
(m our rights. That is what I would do. 

In an elaborate speech delivered later in . the 
session by the same Senator, he said : 

Sir, there Is but one path of safety to the South ; but 
one mode of preserving her institution of domestic Slavery ; 
and that is a confederacy of States liav iugno incongruous 
and oppodng elements — a confederacy of Slave States 
alone, with homogeneous language, laws, interests, and in- 
stitutions. Under such a confederated Republic, with a 
Constitution which should shut out the approach and en- 
trance of all incongruous and conflicting elements, which 
should protect the Institution from change, and keep the 
whole nation ever bound to its preservation, by an un- 
changeable fundamental law, the fifteen Slave States, with 
thefa: power of expansion, would present to the world the 
moet free, prosperous, and happy nation on the face of the 
wide eturth. 

Sir, with these views, and with the firm conviction which 
I have entertained for many years, and which recent events 
have only seemed to oonfirm, that the " irrepressible con- 
fitot " between the two sections must and will go on, and 
with accumulated speed, and must end, in the Union, with 
the total extinction of African Slavery in the southern 
States, that I have announced my determination to ap- 
proye and urge the southern States to dissolve the Union 
apon the election of a Black Republican to the Presidency 
of the United States, by a sectional northern party, and 
apon a platform of opposition and hostility to southern 
Blayery. 

Senator Brown, of Mississippi, in a recent 

speech to his constituents, said : 

JiM/nt Cuba ; 1 want Tamaulipas, Potosi, and one or 
two other Mexican States ; and I want them all for the 
tame rea»on—for fhe planting and spreading of Ski- 
wry. And a footing in Central America will powerfully 
aid us in acquiring those other States. Yes ; I want these 
cowiirUBfor the spread of SkiAoery. I would spread 



the blessings of Slavery, like the religion of our Difdne 
Master, to the uttermost ends of the earth ; and, rebel- 
lious and wicked as the Yankees have been, I would even 
extend it to them 

Whether we can obtain the Territory while the Union 
lasts, I do not know ; I fear we cannot. But I would make 
an honest effort, and if we failed, I would go out of the 
Union, and try it there. I speak plainly— I would make a 
refusal to acquire territory, because it was to be slave ter- 
ritory, a cause for disunion, just as I would make the refu- 
sal to admit a new State, because it was to be a Slave State, 
a cause for disunion 

The election of Mr. Seward, or any other man of his 
party, is not, per «d, justifiable ground for dissolving the 
Union. But the a^t of putting the Government in the 
hands of men who mean to use it for our subjugation, ought 
to be resisted, even to the disruption of every tie that 
binds us to the Union. 

Jefferson Davis, U. S. Senator from Missis- 
sippi, in an address to the people of his State, 
July 6, 1859, said: 

For myself, I say, as I said on a former occasion, in 
the contingency of the election of a President on the 
platform of Mr. Seward's Rochester speech, let the Union 
be dissolved. Let the '* great, but not the greatest of 
evils," come. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, in a recent speech in 
the Senate, contemplating the possible defeat of 
his party in the coming Presidential contest, 
said : 

I make no predictions, no promise for my State; 
but, in conclusion, will only say, that if she is faithful to 
the pledges she has made and principles she has pro- 
fessed — if she is true to her own interest and her own 
honor— if she is not recreant to all that State pride, in- 
tegrity and duty demand — she will never submit to your 
authority. I will add, that unless she and all the 
southern States of this Union, with perhaps but two, or, 
at most, three exceptions, are not faithless to the pledges 
they have given, they tvill never submit to the govern- 
ment of a President professing yo-r political faith 
and elected by your sectional majority. 

When Mr. Clay had taken his seat, Mr. Gwin, 
of California, made a speech in which he de- 
clared it as *' the inevitable result that the 
South would prepare for resistance in the event 
of the election of a Republican President." 

On the 24th of January, 1860, the Hon. 
Robert Toombs, of Georgia, made a violent 
speech in the Senate, on Mr. Douglas' Resolu- 
tion directing the Judiciary Committee to re- 
port a bill for the protection of each State and 
Territcfry against invasion from any other State 
or Territory. Mr. Toombs commenced his 
speech by the announcement that the country 
was in the midst of civil war, adding, '* I feel 
and know that a large body of these Senators 
are enemies of my country." Mr. Toombs pro 
ceeded in an elaborate and vituperative speech 
to prove that the people of the North had vio- 
lated the Constitution, by refusing to capture 
and return fugitive slaves to their masters in 
the South. 

Sir, I have but little more to add — nothing for myself. 
I feel that I have no need to pledge my poor services to 
this great cause — to my country. My State has spoken 
for herself. Nine years ago a convention of her people 
met and declared that her connection with this govern- 
ment depended upon the faithful execution of tliis fugitive 
slave law, and her full eAJoyment of equal rights in the 
common Territories. I have shown that the one contin- 
gency has already arrived ; the other waits only the suc- 
cess of the Republican party in the approachiug Presiden- 
tial election. I was a member of that convention, and 
stood then and now pledged to its action. I have faith- 
fully labored to avert these calamities. I will yet labor 
until this last contingency happens, faithfully, honestly, 
and to the best of my poor abilities. When that time 
comes, freemen of Georgia redeem your pledge; I am 
ready to redeem mine. Your honor is involve(^your 
faith is plighted. I know you feel a stain as a wound; 
your peace, your social system, your firesides are tor \ 
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volved. Never permit this Federal Gavemment to 
pass into the trcdtorotta Juinds of the £ladb BepubUcan 

earty. It has already declared war against you and your 
istitutiona It every day commits acts of war against 
you : it ha,s already compelled you to arm for your de- 
fense. Listen to " no vain babblings," to no treacherous 
jargon about " overt acts ;" they have already been com- 
mitted. Defend yourselves ; the enemy is at your door ; 
wait not to meet him at the hearthstone— meet him at the 
door-sill, and drive him from the temple of liberty, or pull 
down its pillars and involve him in a common ruin. 

Senator Clingman, of North Carolina, in a re- 
cent speech, says that " there are hundreds of 
disunionists in the South now, where there was 
not one ten years ago," and that in some of the 
States the men who would willingly see the 
Union dissolved are in the majority. In con- 
sidering the proper cause for disunion, Mr. 
Clingman continues : 

In my judgment, the election of the Presidential can- 
didate of the Black Republican party will furnish that 
cause. . . . 

No other " overt act " can so imperatively demand re- 
sistance on our part as the simple election of their candi- 
date. Their organization is one of avowed hostility, and 
they come against us as enemies. . . . 

The objections are not personal merely to this Senator 
(Mr. Seward), but apply equally to any member of the 
party elected by it. It has, in fact, been suggested that, 
as a matter of prudence, for the first election the^ should 
choose a southern free-soiler. Would the Colomes have 
submitted more willingly to Benedict Arnold than to Lord 
Comwallis ? 

Mr. Curry, of Alabama, a member of the 
House of Representatives, in a recent speech, 
says : 

However distasteful it may be to my friend from New 
York (Mr. Clark), however much it may revolt the public 
sentiment or conscience of this country, I am not ashamed 
or afraid publicly to avow that the election of William H. 
Seward or Salmon P. Chase, or any such representative of 
the Republican party, upon a sectional platform, ought to 
be resisted to the disruption of every tie that binds this 
Confederacy together. (Applause on the Democratic 
Bide of the House.) 

Mr. Pugh, of the same State, made a speech 
in the Uouse, in which he said : 

If, with the character of the Government well defined, 
and the rights and privileges of the parties to the compact 
clearly asserted by the Democratic party, the Black Re- 
publicans get possession of the Government, then the 
question is fully presented, whether the Southern States 
will remain in the Union, as subject and degracTed colo- 
nies, or will they withdraw and establish a Southern Con- 
federacy of coequal homogeneous sovereigns ? 

In my judgment, the latter is the only course compati- 
ble with the honor, equality, and safety of the South ; and 
the sooner it is known and acted upon the better for all 
parties to the compact. 

The truest conservatism and wisest statesmanship de- 
mand a speedy termination of all association with such 
confederates, and the formation of another Union of 
States, homogeneous in population, institutions, interests, 
and pursuits. 

Mr. Moore, of the same State, said : 

I do not concur with the declaration made yesterday 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, that the election of a 
Black Republican to the Presidency was not cause for a 
dissolution of the Union. Whenever a President is elected 
by a fanatical majority at the North, those whom I repre- 
sent, as I believe, and the gallant State which I in part 
represent, are ready, let the consequences be what they 
may, to fall back on their reserved rights, and say, " As 
to tUs Union, we have no longer any lot or part in it." 

Mr. Bonham, a member of the House from 
South Carolina, said: 

As to disunion, upon the election of a Black Republi- 
can, I can speak for no one but myself and those I have 
here the honor to represent ; and I say, without hesitation, 
that, upon the election of Mr. Seward, or any other man 
who indorses and proclaims the doctrines held by him and 
his party — call him by what name you please— I am in 
favor of an immediate dissolution of the Union. And, sir, 



I think I speak the sentiments of my own constitaeiits and 
the State of South Carolina, when I say so. 

Mr. Crawford, of Georgia, said : 

Now, in regard to the election of a Blacic RepubUcan 
President, I have this to say, and I speak the senumeni of 
every Democrat on this floor ftom. the State of Qeorgia: 
we will never submit to the inauguration of a Black Re- 
publican President. (Applause from the Democratio 
benches, and hisses from the Republicans.) I repeat it, 
sir — and I have authority to say so— that no Democratio 
representative from Geor^ on this floor will ever submit 
to the inauguration of a Black Republican President. 
(Renewed applause and hisses.) . . . The most coa- 
nding of them all are, sir. for " equality In the Union ar 
independence out of it;" having lost all hope in the' 
former, I am for " u^dependkmce kow and indbpendemcs 

FORBVEB !" 

Mr. Gartrell, of the same State, said : 

Just so sure as the Republican party succeeds in elect- 
ing a sectional man, upon their sectional, Antl-SIavery 
platform, breathing destruction and death to the rights of 
my people, just so sure, in my judgment, the time will 
have come when the South must and will take an unmis- 
takable and decided action, and that then, ** he who 
dallies is a dastard, and he who doubts is damned.** I 
need not tell what I, as a Southern man, will do — ^I think 
I may safely speak for the masses of the people of Georgia 
— that when that event happens, they, in my judgment, 
will consider it an overt act, a declaration of war, and 
meet immediately in convention, to take into considera- 
tion the mode and measure of redress. That is my posi- 
tion ; and if that be treason to the Government, make the 
most of it. 

Mr. McRae, formerly Governor of Mississippi, 
now a member of the House of Representatives, 
recently spoke in that body as follows: 

I said to my constituents, and to the people at the 
capital of my State, on my way here, that if such an 
event did occur, while it would be their duty to determine 
the course which the State would pursue, it would be my 
privilege to counsel with them as to wiiat I believed to be 
the proper course ; and I said to them, what I say now, 
and will always say in such an event, that my counsel 
would be to take independence out of the Union to pre- 
ference to the loss of constitutional rights, and conse- 
quent degradation and dishonor in it. That is my posi* 
tion, and it is the position which I know the Democratic 
party of the State of Mississippi will maintain. 

Mr. De Jarnette, a member of the House 
from Virginia, says : 

Thus William H. Seward stands before the counUy a 
perjured traitor ; and yet that man, with hands stained 
witji the blood of our citizens, we are asked to elect Pre- 
sident of the United States. You may elect him President 
of the North, but of the South never. Whatever the 
event may be, others may diflTer ; but Virginia, in view 
of her ancient renown, in view of her illustrious dead, 
and in view of her eio semper tyrawnis^ will resist his 
authority. I have done. 

Mr. Leake, also of Virginia, declares : 

Virginia has the right, when she pleases, to withdraw 
from the Confederacy. (Applause from the Democratio 
benches.) . . . That id her doctrine. We will not 
fight in the Union, but quit it the instant we think proper 
to do so. 

Mr. Singleton, of Mississippi, says : 

You ask me when will the tim^ (for disunion) come; 
when will the South be united ? It will be when you 
elect a Black Republican— Uale, Seward, or Chase— Pre- 
sident of the United States. Whenever you undertake 
to place such a man to preside over the destinies of the 
South, you may expect to see us undivided and indivisi- 
ble friends, and to see all parties of the South arrayed to 
resist his inauguration. 

We can never quietly stand by and permit the contr(^ 
of the army and navy to go into the hands of a Black 
Republican President. 

Gov. Letcher, of Virginia, in his recent mes- 
sage to the Legislature of his State, avows the 
rankest disunion and revolutionary sentiments. 
In this document, he declares that if a Kepub- 
lican President is elected in 1860, 

It is useless to attempt to conceal the fact that, in the 
present temper of the Southern people, it caivnot 06 and 
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toiU not te aubmiUed to. The " irrepressible conflict" 
doctrine, announced and advocated by the ablest and 
most distinguished leader of the Republican party, is an 
open declaration of war against the institution of African 
Slavery, wherever it exists ; and I would be disloyal to 
Virginia and the South if I did not declare that the 
election of such a man, entertaining such sentiments, 
and advocating such doctrines, ought to b6 reHated by 
^^6 alaveholding Statas. The idea of permitting such a 
man to have the control and direction of the army and 
navy of the United States, and the appointment of high 
jadicial and executive officers, postmasters included, 
eannot be enUrtadnod by the South/or a moment. 

The Hon. William L. Yancy, a leading and 
prominent Democratic politician of Alabaiba, 
and formerly member of Congress from that 
State, wrote the following letter in 1858, which 
the W^ashington States, a Democratic Journal, 
recently punished under the title of the *^ Scar- 
let Letter :'' 

MoNTOOMBBT, Jtme 16, 185S. 

DsAB Sib: Yoor kind flavor of the 15th is re- 
ceived. 

I hardly agree with you that a general movement 
can be made that will clear out the Augean stable. If 
the Democracy were overthrown, it would result in giv- 
ing place to a greater and hungrier swarm of flies. 

The remedy of the South is not in such a process. It 
is in a diligent organization of her true men for prompt 
resistance to the next aggression. It must come in the 
nature of things. No national party can save us ; no 
sectional party can ever do it. But if we could do as 
oar fathers did— organize committees of safety all over 
the Cotton States (and it is only in them that we can 
hope for any effective movement>— we shall fire the 
Soutbem heart, instruct the Southern mind, give cou- 
rage to each other, and at the propkb moment, by one 
orgcunUed concerted ctction, toe ccm precipitate the 
Cotton States into a revolution. 

The idea has been shadowed forth in the South by 
Mr. Rnifin ; has been taken ud and recommended in 
1%6 Aduertieer (Published at Montgomery. Alabama), 
under the name of " League of United Southerners," who, 
keeping up their old party relations on all other ques- 
tions, wQl hold the Southern issue paramount, and will 
inflaence parties, legislatures, and statesmen. I have no 
time to enlarge, but to suggest merely. 

In haste, yours, etc., W. L. Yancbt. 

To Jambs S. Slaughtbb, Esq. 

The Montgomery (Ala.) Confederation thus 
giyes the record of the leading secession dele- 
gates from the Charleston Convention from 
that State. It says : 

No one can be deceived as to what are the objects 
of the Charleston Convention. Listen to what their men 
■ay: 

** I want the Cotton States precipitated into a revolu- 
tion."— Ftn. Z. Yancey, 

** If I had the power, I would dissolve this Q-ovem- 
ment in two minutes."—./: T. Morgan, 

<* Let us break up this rotten, stinking, and oppressive 
Government."— &6or(76 Oayle, 

** Resistance I Resistance to death against the Gov- 
ernment is what we want DOw,'^-~J)a>vid Htibbard, 

AN ANTI-SLAYERY VIEW OF DISUNION. 

The following Resolutions, prepared ty Wm. 
Uoyd Garrison, were adopted at a Convention 
of the non-voting Abolitionists (better known 
as Oarrisonians), at Albany, New-York, on the 
2d of February, 1869 : 

WkerMB (to quote the language of John Quincy Adams), 



" The bargain between Freedom and Slavery contahied hi 
the Constitution of the United States, is morally and po- 
litically vicious, inconsistent with the principles on which 
alone our Revolution can be justified ; cruel and oppres- 
sive, by riveting the chains of Slavery ; and grossly une- 
qual and impoUtic, by admitting that Slaves are at once 
enemies to be kept in subjection, property to be secured 
and returned to their owners, and persons not to be repre- 
sented themselves, but for whom their masters are privi- 
leged with nearly a double share of representation ;" and 

Whereas (to quote the language of Wm. Ellery Chan- 
ning) ^* We In the Free States cannot fly from the shame 
or guilt of the Institution of Slavery, wliile there are pro- 
visions of the Constitution binding us to give it support. 
On this subject our fathers, in framing the Constitution, 
swerved from the right. We, their children, sec the path 
of duty more clearly than they, and must walk in it. No 
blessings of the Union can be a compensation for taking 
part in the enslaving of our fellow-creatures ;" and 

Whereas (to quote the language of Josiah Quiucy, Sen.), 
" The arm of the Union is the very sinew of the subjection 
of the Slaves ; it is the Slaveholder's main strength ; its 
continuance is his forlorn hope ;" and 

Whereas (to quote the language of Mr. Underwood, of 
Kentucky, as uttered on the floor of Congress), ^' The Dis- 
solution of the Union, making the Ohio River and Mason 
and Dixon's line the boundary line, is the Dissolution of 
Slavery. It had been the common practice for Southern 
men to get up on this floor and say, * Touch this subject 
and we will Dissolve the Union as a remedy.' Their re- 
medy was the destruction of the thing which they wished 
to save, and any sensible man could see it ;" and 

Whereas (to quote the language of Mr. Arnold, of Ten- 
nessee, on the same occasion), ** llie South has nothing to 
rely on, if the Union be Dissolved ; for, supposing that 
Dissolution to be effected, a million of Slaves are ready to 
rise and strike for Freedom at the first tap of the drum :'* 
therefore, 

1. Resolved^ That in advocating the Dissolution of the 
Union, the Abolitionists are justified by every precept of 
the Gospel, by every principle of morality, by every claim 
of humanity; that such a Union is a "Covenant with 
Death," which ought to be annulled, and " an agreement 
with Hell," which a just God cannot permit to stand ; and 
that it is the imperative and paramount duty of all who 
would keep their souls from blood-guiltiness, to deliver the 
oppressed out of the hand of the spoiler, and usher in the 
day of Jubilee ; to seek its Immediate overthrow by all 
righteous instrumentalities. 

2. Resolvedy That (to quote the language of William H. 
Seward) " they who think this agitation is accidental, un- 
necessary, the work of interested or fanatical agitators, 
and therefore ephemeral, mistake the case altogether : it 
is an Irrepressible Conflict between opposing and enduring 
forces ; and it means that the United States must and will, 
sooner or later, become either entirely a Slaveholding 
Nation or entirely a Free Labor Nation. It is the failure 
to apprehend this great truth that induces so many un- 
successful attempts at final Compromise between the Free 
and Slave States ; and it is the existence of this great fact 
that renders all such pretended Compromises, when made, 
vain and ephemeral." Therefore, 

8. Jieaohsedf That no matter how sincerely or zealously 
any Political Party may be struggling with side issues, in 
relation to Slavery, to prevent its extension, or otherwise 
cripple its power, while standing within the Union and 
sanctioning its Pro-Slavery Compromises, and refusing to 
attack the Institution itself, its position is morally inde- 
fensible ; it rests upon a sandy foundation ; its testimonies 
are powerless, and its example fatal to the cause of lib- 
erty : hence we cannot give it any support. 

4. Resolved^ That> " better a thousand times that all 
North America should be obliterated by a concurrence of 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, as a dead, revenging sea 
over buried Cities, than that we, after all our light and 
Liberty, should lire only by removing the truth that gave 
us being, or should set the example to a terrified and 
struggling world of a Nation claiming and daring to exist 
only by sustained and sanctified oppression.'' 
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THE POWER OF THE SUPREME COURT. 



«..v* ..iv; Y^;-." -* ;-- ---.^, ..«.v .»..j ..... ..... .... The Judiciary of tbe United Bute 

apprelicndeu from future dccisious oi a Jjcaeral subtle conw of sappen and minexa constantly 
partisan Judiciary, the opinions of the loaders of under-prouud to undennine the foondationB of^ 
the old Jclfersonian Republican party on the ' ' ^ ' - • « «». * ^..- 



Is view of the Dred Scott dicta and other ci;i- ! Under date of Montecello, Dec 25, 1820, he 
croachinents upon the Liberties of the People ' writes to Thomas Ritchie as follows : 

and the rights of the States, that may well be . . _ The Judiciary of the United SUtei k tta 

■ woridng 

oar OOB- 

fedcrated fubrlc. They are construing our Conggrtka 
1 J .• i-Ai u. i^ * iv^ ,v ■ from a co.inUnat ion of a general and special goTcnuMnt 

powers and duties of the Supreme Court become to a general aud supreme one alone, 
matter of pubUc interest. I ^^^ ^j^^^ ^^^^ ^^ August, 1821, Mr. Jefferson 

OPINIONS OP THOMAS JEFFERSON. j writes to Mr. C. nammond, as follows: 

. ^ .xi », ixiox-ii'lt has long, however, been my opinion, and I haw 

In a letter to John Adams, dated bept. 11, nevcrBhrunkfromltsexpression, that the germ of dtao* 

1804 Mr. Jefferson says : lutlon of our Federal Government is In the constitutloii 

V 1* *iti *i *j*^ 1 ^ ♦! T., 1 .„-♦« of the Federal Judiciary— an irresponsible body, wort- 

You seemed to tldnk that it devolved on the Judges to - - - ^ - - • "^ • «."- .- 



ing like gravity by night and by day, gaining a little to- 
dav aud a little to-morrow, and advancing its noiielcM 
step, like a thief, over the field of Jurisdiction, until all 
stiiiii hf> iisnrneil from the 8tate9. and the Government of 



shall be usurped from the States, and the Government < 
all be consolidated into one. To this I am opposed ; be- 
cause, when all government, domestic and foreign, ia 
little as in great things, shall be drawn to AVashlogton sfl 
the centre of all power, it will render poweriess the 



decide on the validity of the Sedition Law. But nothing in 

the Constitution has given them a right to decide for the 

Executive, more than the Executive to decide for them. 

Both magistrates are equally indei)eudent in the sphere of 

action assigned to tliem. The Judges, believing the law 

constitutional, had a right to pass a sentence of iine and 

imprisonment, because the power was i)laced in their ^_ 

hands by tlie Constitution But the Executive, believing y^eckr!)rovldVrof oVe^GoVe^nmenT^ranothi^^^ iriU 

the law to be unconstitutional, were bound to remit the j,,.^ome as venal and oppressive as the Government trm 

execution of it, bccaiuie that power had been conlided to ^,j^j^.,^ ^^ separated. It will be as in Europe, wheie 

them by the Constitution. ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ ^5,^^ ^^ gudgeon, hammer or 

Again, in a letter to Judge Roane, dated anvil Our functionaries and theirs are wares from the 
lopar Joresi, otpi. D, loiy, jur. jeueisou re ! .^^e,,jjnd. if the States look with apathy on this sUent 
marks : descent of their Government into the gulf which is to 

In denying the right they usurp in exclusively ex- swallow all, we have only to weep over the human char- 
plaining tlje Constitution, I go further than you do, if I acter, formed uncontrollable but by a rod of Iron, and 
understand rightly your quotation from the FederuiiKt, the blnsivhemers of man as hicapable of self-government, 
of an opinion that " The Judiciary is the last resort in re- become his true historians, 
lation to the other departments of the Government, but j^j j^ lottertO Judge Johnson, dated Monticello, 



not in relation to the rights of the parties to the conijjact 
under which the Judiciary is derived." If tliLs opinion be 
sound, then ln«leed Is our Constitution a coniplete^;l»/<> de 
(16. For intending to establish three departments, coordi- 
nate and Independent, that they might check and balance 
one another, it lias given, according to this opinion, to one 
of them alone the right to prescribe rules for the govern- 
ment of the others, and to that one, too, which is unelected 
l)y and hid(;pendent of the nation. ..... The Consti- 

tuthm, on tlds hypothesis, is a mere thing of wax, in the 
hands of the Judiciary, which they may twLst and shape hito 
any fonn they please. It should be remembered, as an eter- 
nal truth in i)oUtlcs,that whatever i)ower in any fjovernment 
is independent, is absolute also ; in theory only at nrst,wliile 
the spirit of tbe i)eoi)le is up, but in practice as fust as that 
relaxes. Independence can be trusted nowhere but with 
the people in mass. They are inherently independent of 
all but moral law. My construction of the Constitution is 
very dilferent from that you quote. It is that each de- 
paitment is truly independent of the others, and has an 
equal right to decide for itself whaf is the meaning of the 
Constitution in the cases submitted to its action, and espe- 
cially where it is to act ultimately and without appeal. 

In a letter to Mr. Jarvis, dated Monticello, 
Sept. 28, 1820, Mr. Jefferson says: 

.... You seem, in pages 84 and 148, to consider 
the Judges as the ultimate arbiters of all constitutional 
questions— a very dangerous doctrine indeed, and one 
which would place us under the despotism of an oligarchy. 
Our judges are as honest as other men, and not more so. 
They have, with others, the same passions for party, for 
power^ and the privilege of their corps. Their maxim is. 



March 4, 1820, he says 

I cannot lay down my pen without recurring t-o one of 
the subjects of my former letter, for, In truth, there is no 
(l;ii)ger 1 }i];preliend so much as the consolidation of oar 
(Iovcrnnii.-iit by the noseless, and therefore unalarminfc, 
insiti uiiientulity of the Supreme Court. This is the fonn 
in whicli Federalism now arrays itself. 

In a letter dated June 12, same year, he sa.vs, 

The practice of Judge Marshall, of traveling out of his 
case to prescribe what the law would be in a moot case 
not before the court is very irregular and very cen- 
surable. 

In writing to Mr. W. H. Torrance , June 11, 

1815, Mr. Jefferson Kays : 

The second question, whether the judges are Invested 
with e3(;c]usivc authority to decide on the constitutionality 
of a law, has been heretofore a subject of consideration 
with me in the exercise of ofBcial duties. Certainly 
there is not a word in the Constitution which has given 
that power to them more than to the Executive or Legis- 
lative branches. Questions of property, of character, 
and of crime, being ascribed to the judges through a 
definite course of legal proceeding, laws involving such 
questions, belong, of course, to them ; and as they decide 
OD them uhimately, and without appeal, they, of course, 
decide for theniHeln^ a. The constitutional validity of the 
law or laws again prescribing executive action, aud to 
be administered by that branch ultimately, and without 
appeal, the Executive must decide for themselren, ako, 

valid 



whether, under the Constitution, they are valid or not. 
" bonijudicUf mt ampliarejurisdictionem,*^ and their i So also, as to laws governing the proceedings of the l<eg- 
power the more dangerous as tliey are in office for life, Islature, that body must judge /or itnelf the coiit;titution- 
and not responsible, as the other functionaries are, to the ality of the law, and equally without appeal or control 
elective control. The Constitution has erected no such ' from its coordinate branches. And, In general, the 
single tribunal, knowing that, to whatever hands confided, I brancb which is to act ultimately, and without appeal on 
with the corruptions of time fcnd party, its members would . any law. Is the rightful expositor of the valld-iy of the 
become despots. It has more wisely made all the depart- ' law, uncontrolled by the opinions of the other coordi- 
ments co-equal and co-sove:eign witldn themselves. ! nate authorities. 



SOUTDERN OPINIONS OS THE SUPREME COnBT. 



John Tailor, of Csroline, Va., who used i 
hiH dav to npeak and write " aa one hariii, 
HUihorilT " ill the old JeffercoiiUn Kepubliua: 
party, ill an essay entitled " New Views of tli 
Conuliiutiou," says: 

The panevennce of ib« EeiUemoa in t»^<" "' 



(elgDty. U Dot Iniependenl. Siale IcglslsUvo a 



' ihelr immediate uid jn«i]lttte eleclioiu of 

, Senate, ADd Hoiue uf JlepreaeDtativcB. — St4 

IS. 

oulie, of Tennessee, on the same sab- 



otectUie people ^giimtt Iheaae.yia.— 1 6. .page 16. 
In the House, Robert Wiliiums, of North 
Carolina, said : 



(ale LeBialltures 
d,lhi.i.ghlt»ure. 



judget In eetiy Stale are to be bound Iherebj." 
Can Ibe Judgment of Iho Federal QUurt be B ea- 



Federai Oovernmenl 



d ae checLlng ■ 



Dnring the administration of John Adams,. 
Jhe Judiciary Bystem was remodeled in suclt 
iray as to create a targ^ number of Circui 
Judgeahipa, and to nial<e the Supreme Couc 
^inply a Court of Appeal from die inferior 
jurisdictions. Aller tlie election of Mr. Jeffer- 
BOD, with a Republican (Deuiocrutiu) luBJOrlty 
Id Congress the act was repealed. 

During the debate in tlie Ijenate, which 
pTOlraoted, on this repeal bill, Mr.^acksou 
ot Georgia, said : 

anaj ot Judgeg 1 for mreel^ I am more afraid 
more barm. They may deprive ui of oar llberl 



ic judge 1b eoUsted to 



During the I 

Tirginia, i-aid : 
The objecli of c 












public, we Bb^ reialn'the right of debuting, but nut of 



give lU name— to the Hapreuie ( 






John I^ucon, of Mussachusetts, si 
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ernment, than the other departments of the CK>yern- 
ment have to prescribe or direct those of the Judiciary. — 
Jb.tpage9BS. 

THE SEDITION LAW. 

When the case of Matthew Lyon was before 

the United States Senate in 1818, on petition 

asking indemnity for a fine imposed upon him 

under the Sedition Law, John J. Crittenden, of 

Kentucky, said : 

The judiciary is a valuable part of the Government, and 
ought to be highly respected, but is not infallible. The 
Constitution is our guide— our supreme law. Blind homage 
can never be rendered by freemen to any power. In all 
cases of alleged violations of the Constitution, it was for 
Congress to make a just discrimination. — Benton's 
Abridgments vol. 6, page 184. 

Nathaniel Macon, of North Carolina, on the 

same day said : 

According to some gentlemen, we were to regard the 
Judiciary more than the law, and both more than the Con- 
stitution. It was a misfortune the judges were not equal 
in infallibility to the God who made them. The truth 
was, if the judge was a party-man out of power, he would 
be a party-man in. The office would not change human 
nature. He had no doubt that the Sedition Law, and the 
proceedings under it, had more effect in revolutionizing 
the Government than all its other acto. He well remem- 
bered the language of the times — pay your taxes, but 
don't speak against government. — Ibid.^ page 187. 

Hon. James Barbour, of Virginia, made a re- 
port on the subject of the petition, of which the 
following is an extract : 

The first question that naturally presents itself in the 
investigation is, was the law constitutional? The com- 
mittee have no hesitation in pronouncing, in their opin- 
ions, it was not. ... 

The committee are aware that, in opposition to this 
view of the subject, the decision of some of the judges of 
the Supreme Court, sustaining the constitutionalitv of the 
law, has been frequently referred to, as sovereign and 
conclusive of the question. 

The committee entertain a high respect for the purity 
and intelligence of the Judiciary. But it is a rational re- 
spect, limited by a knowledge of the frailty of human na- 
ture, and the theory of the Constitution, which declares, 
not only that Judges may err in opinion, but also may 
commit crimes, and hence has provided a tribunal for the 
trial of offenders. 

GEORGIA. 

In the case of Paddleford, Fay, & Company 
V. the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Sa- 
vannah, Judge Benning, in delivering the opin- 
ion of the court, recited two or three cases in 
which the State of Georgia had acted in disre- 
gard of the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. In the case of Chisholm, 
executor, against Georgia, the Supreme Court 
of the United States — 

Ordered^ that unless the said State shall either in due 
form appear, or show cause to the contrary, in this court, 
by the first day of next term, judgment by default shall be 
entered against the said State. 

The reporter adds, in a note, that " in February term, 
1794, judgment was rendered for the plaintiff, and a writ 
of inquiry awarded. The writ, however, was not sued out 
and executed ; so that this cause, and all of the other suits 
against States, were swept at once from the records of the 
court by the amendment of the Federal Constitution." 

Georgia treated the court with contempt In respect to 
this case. Her position was, that the court had no juris- 
diction of her as a par^.-— Georgia Reports^ vol. 14, 
page 479. 

The Judge proceeds to say, that *' in this 
position Georgia triumphed," and that the judg- 
ment against her " fell dead." 

The Judge next cites the case of Worcester 
and Butler, who had settled on the Cherokee 
lands in Georgia, contrary to the laws of the 
State, and for which oflFense they were sent to 
the peniteniiary. On a writ of error, the Su- 



preme Court of the United States annulled the 
judgment in the State court, and issued a man- 
date to the Superior Court of Georgia, to carry 
its judgment of reversal into execution. Judge 
Benning proceeds : 

Now, what did Georgia do on receipt of this spedal 
mandate ? Through every department of her government 
she treated the mandate and the writ of error with con- 
tempt the most profound. She did not even protest 
agamst jurisdiction, as she had done in the case of Chis- 
holm's executors ; l)ut she kept Worcester and Butler in 
the penitentiary, and she executed, in the Creek nation, 
the laws, for violating which they had been put in the 
penitentiary. . . . 

Judge Benning, in delivering his opinion, says 
further : 

It was not only in this case that Georgia occupied thb 
position ; she did it in two other cases, and those, cases of 
life and death : the case of Tassels, and that of Graves. 
One of these happened before those of Worcester and 
Butler, namely, in 1880; th^ other afterward, in 1884. 
The Supreme Court had issued writs of error in each ni 
these cases, on the application of the defendants to the 
State of Georgia ; but, as the cases are not reported, it is 
to be presumed that these writs never got back to tha 
Supreme Court ; or that, if they ever did, it was too late. 
It is certain that Georgia hung the applicants for the wrtk 

In the Tassels case, the legislature passed 
these, among other resolutions : 

Hesolvedy That the State of Georgia will never so &r 
compromit her sovereignty, as an independent State, as to 
become a party to the case sought to be made before the 
Supreme Court of the United States by the writ in ques> 
tion. 

Resohoedy That his excellency the Governor be, and he 
and every other officer of this State is hereby, requested 
and enjoined to disregard any and eveiy mandate and 
process that has been or shall be served on him or them, 
purporting to proceed from the Chief Justice or any Asso- 
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
for the purpose of arresting the execution of any of the 
criminal laws of this State. 

Similar resolutions were passed, as to the 
case of Graves, by the legislature of 1884. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, in the 
case of the Commonwealth v. Cobbett, gave a 
unanimous opinion in 178^, from which the fol- 
lowing is an extract : 

If a State should differ with the United States about the 
construction of them, there is no common umpire but the 
people, who should adjust the affair by making amend- 
ments in the constitutioj^al way, or suffer from the defect. 
In such a case, the Constitution of the United States is 
federal ; it is a league or treaty made by the individual 
States as one party, and all the States as another party. 
When two nations differ about the meaning of any clause, 
sentence, or word, in a treaty, neither has an exclusive 
right to decide it ; they endeavor to ac^ust the matter by 
negotiation ; but if it cannot be thus accomplished, ead 
has a right to retain its own interpretation, until a refer- 
ence be (^d to the mediation of other nations, and ax1>i- 
tration, or the fate of war. There is no provision in the 
Constitution that in such a case the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States shall control and be conclusive ; 
neither can the Congress by a law confer that power.— 
Eespibblioa v. Oobbett^ 8 DaUas^s Reports^ paife 475. 

VIRGINIA. 

The Court of Appeals of Virginia, in 1814, in 
the case of Hunter v. Martin, devisee of Fair- 
fax, entered the following unanimous opinion, 
after full argument : 

The court is unanimously of opinion that the appellate 
power of the Supreme Court of the United States does not 
extend to this court, under a sound construction of the 
Constitution of the United States ; that so much of the 
twenty-fifth section of the act of Congress to establish the 
judicial courts of the United States as extends the appel- 
late jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to this court is not 
in pursuance of the Constitution of the United States; 
that the writ of error in this case was improvidently al- 
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lovred imder the anfhorlty of ttuA act ; that the proceed- 
ings thereon hi the Supreme Court were coram non 
JucUos hi relation to this court ; and that obedience to its 
mandate be declined by tl:da court. 

In thnes of violent party excitement, agitating the 
whole nation, to expect that Judges will be entirely ex- 
enq;>t firom its influence, argues a profound ignorance of 
suuUdnd. Although clotphed with the ermine, they are 
Btin men, and carry into the judgment seat the passions 
and motives common to their kmd. Their decisions on 
party questions reflect their individual opinions, which 
Ik^quently betray them unconsciously into error. To 
balance tiie judgment of a whole people by that of two or 
ttaree men, no matter what may be their oflBdal elevation, 
b to exalt the creatiure of the Constitution above its 
ereator, and to assail the foundaUon of our political 
fobrtc ; which Is, that the decision of the people is infal- 
lible, trom which there is no appeal but to Heaven. — iS6!i 
Jlenton'a Abridgment^ vol. 6, pages 660, 661. 

Mahlon Dickerson, of New-Jersey, said : 

But I must beg leave to differ from the honorable gen- 
tteman (Mr. Walker, of Georgia) when he informs us that 
oor independent Judiciary is the bulwark of the liberties 
of the people. By which he must mean, defenders of the 
paofde against ttie oppressions of the Government. From 
wliat I idtnessed in the years 1798, 1799, and 1800, 1 never 
ihall, I never can, consider our Judiciary as the bulwark 
Qi the liberties of the people. * The people must look out 
fbr ottier bulwarks for their liberties.— iSM id., porge 701. 

• 

BICHARD M. JOHNSON, 0¥ KENTUCKT. 

Mr. Johnson, who was elected Vice-President 
of the United States by the Democratic party, 
represented Kentucky in the United States 
Senate in 1822. I find in Benton^s Abridg- 
ment of the Debates of Congress, vol. 7, page 
145, an elaborate speech of Mr. Johnson upon a 
reeolation offered by him, proposing an amend- 
ment of the Constitution. His proposition was 
to amend the Constitution by referring all cases 
in which a State may be a party to the final 
adjudication of the Senate. In the course of 
his remarks, he says : 

At this time there is, unfortunately, a want of confi- 
doice in the Federal Judiciary, in cases that involve 
polittcal power ; and this distrust my be carried to other 
oases, such as the lawyers call tneum et tuum. 

Oonrts also, like cities and villages, or like le^^lative 
bodies, will sometimes have their leaders ; and it may 
happen, that a single individual will be the prime cause 
of a decision to overturn the deliberate act of a whole 
State, or of the United States ; yet, we are admonished 
to receive their opinions as the ancients did the re- 
spMises of the Delphic oracle, or the Jews, with more 
propriety, the communications from Heaven, delivered 
by Urim and Thtimmimt to the High Priest of God's 
chosen people, from the sa/ncium sanctorum. Other 
causes of difference might be multiplied to a tedious ex- 
tent ; but enou^ has been said to show that Judges, who, 
like other men, are subject to the frailties, the passions, 
the partialities, and antipathies, incident to human na- 
tore, shoold not be exempted from responsibility on ac- 
COiint of their superior integrity, learning, and capacity ; 
or that th^ decisions should be subject to revision by 
some competent tribunal, responsible to the people. It 
is bdieved that this is the opinion of that great and good 
man who penned the Declaration of Independence, and 
who now enjoys, in the shades of Monticello, the bless- 
incs of the principles which it contains. . . . 

It was the judgment of a court that doomed the im- 
motial Socrates U> drink the hemlock. When the Roman 

rnt conld no longer use a hired soldiery to immolate 
victims of his Jealousy, he resorted to courts of law. 
When Henry YIU., of England, would exercise cruel 
deqiotism under the forms of a free Constitution, the 
army, the court, and the Parliament, were the potent 
engbtes that sustained him. When Mary, his daughter, 
compelled the Protestants to seal their testimony at the 
stake, the court gave sanction to the murderous deeds. 
Her nrter and successor, Elizabeth, created the Court of 
Hlah Commission, and formally invested it with inquisi- 
toihl power. She also supported the arbitrary edicts of 
the Star Chamber. The Puritans, because obnoxious to 
the free exercise of ttie prerogatives of the Crown, were 
Imprisoned and dispersed by process of law, and the 
Jodgcs were the supporters of her despotic power. 
when she would destroy her unfortunate kinswoman, 
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the Queen of Scots, the judges were Instructed to con- 
demn her, and by their sentence she came to the block. 
This horrid deed was covered by the cloak of judicial 
proceedings. When Charles I., determined to change 
the religion of Scotland, he made use of the Court of 
High Commission to effect the object. By the same Judi- 
cial power, the advocates for the doctrines of the Re- 
formation have so often been divested of their religious 
privileges, and doomed to seal with their blood that re- 
ligion which bore them triumphantly through the vale of 
death. 

The short, though splendid history of this Government 
ftimishes nothing that can induce us to look with a very 
favorable eye to the Federal Judiciary as a safe deposi- 
tory of our liberties. When a law was enacted in viola- 
tion of a vital principle of the Constitution, that which 
was designed to secure the freedom of speech and of the 
press, the victims of its operation looked in vain to the 
Judges to arrest the progress of usurpation. If this 
power could ever be exerdsed to any good purpose, it 
would be, on such occcasions, to declare the law uncon- 
stitutional which aims a deadly blow at the vital princi- 
ples of freedom ; but, so far as the transactions of that 
day are detailed in our public records, it appears that 
the Judiciary was a willing instrument of Federal usur- 
pation. That law was executed in all the rigor of the 
spirit which dictated it. The turbulence of faction found 
no moderation there ; and the people found relief only 
In thdr own power. The exercise of their elective fran- 
chise removed the evil, and this is their only safe depen- 
dence. 

GEN. JACKSON. 

The following is an extract from Gen. Jack- 
son^s message vetoing the bill for rechartering^ 
the Bank of the United States. It may be 
found on page 438 of the Senate Journal for 
the first session of the Twenty-second Congress, 
and is in these words : 

If the opinion of the Supreme Court covered the 
whole ground of this act. it ought not to control the co- 
ordinate authorities of this Government. The Congress, 
the Executive, and the Court, must each for itself be- 
guided by its own opinion of the Constitution. Each 
public officer, who takes an oath to support the Consti- 
tution, swears that he will support it as he understands- 
it, and not as it is understood by others. It is as much 
the duty of the House of Representatives, of the Senate, 
and of the President, to decide upon the constitutional- 
ity of any bill or resolution whidh may be presented to 
them for passage or approval, as it is of Uie supreme^ 
judges, when it may be brought before them for Judicial 
decision. The opinion of the judges has no more author- 
ity over Congress than the opinion of Congress over the 
judges ; and, on that point, the President is independ- 
ent of both. The authority of the Supreme Court must 
not, IJierefore, be permitted to control the Congress or 
the ^ecutive when acting in their legislative capacities, 
but to have only such influence as the force of their 
reasoning may deserve. 



THE OTHER SIDE OF THE QUESTION. 

MR. Webster's views. 

The other side of this question was lucidly^ 
and ably stated by the late Daniel Webster, in a 
speech delivered before the U. S. Senate, on the 
27th of January, 1830, in the famous debate 
between Mr. W. and Mr. Hayne, of South Car- 
ohna, on Foot's Resolution, as follows : 

Mr. Hayne having rejoined to Mr. Webster, 
especially on the constitutional question, Mr. 
Webster rose, and, in conclusion, said : 

A few words, Mr. President, on this constitutional argu> 
ment, whidi the honorable gentleman has labored to re- 
construct. 

His argument consists of two propoddons and an infer- 
ence. His propositions are : 

1st. That the Constitution is a compact between the 
States. 

2d. That a compact between two, with authority re- 
served to one to interpret its terms, would be a surrender 
to that one of all power whatever. 

8d. Therefore, (such is his hiference,) the General Gov* 
emment does not possess the authority to construe its own 
powers. 
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Nov, rir, who does not see, wMkout the aid of expoaitioa 
or detection, the utter confusion of ideas involved in this 
so elaborate and systematic argument. 

The Constitution, it is said, is a compact bettoesn States ; 
the States, then, and the States only, are parties to the 
compact. How comes the General Government itself a 
party ? Upon the honorable gentleman's hypothesis, the 
General Government is the result of the compact, the crea 
ture of the compact, not one of the parties to it. Yet the 
argument, as the gentleman has now stated it, makes the 
Government itself one of its own creators. It makes it a 
party to that compact to which it owes its own existence. 

For the purpose of erecting the Constitution on the ba- 
sis of a compact, the gentleman considers the States as 
parties to that compact ; but as soon as his compact is 
made, then he chooses to consider the G.eneral €K)vem- 
ment, which is the offspring of that compact, not its off- 
spring, but one of its parties ; and so being a party, vrith- 
out the power of judging on the terms of compact. Pray, 
sir, hi what school is such reasoning as this taught? 

If the whole of the gentleman's main proposition were 
conceded to him, that is to say, if I admit for the sake of 
the argument, that the Constitution is a compact between 
States, the inferences which he draws from that proposi- 
tion are warranted by no just reasoning. If the Constitu- 
tion be a compact between States, still that Constitution, 
or that compact, has established a government, with cer- 
tain powers ; and whether it be one of those powers, that 
it shall construe and interpret for itself the terms of the 
compact, in doubtful cases, is a question which can only 
be decided by looking to the compact, and inquiring what 
provisions it contains on this point. Without any inconsist- 
ency with natural reason, the Government even thus crea- 
ted might be trusted with this power of construction. The 
extent of its powers, therefore, must still be sought for in 
the instrument itself. 

If the Old Confederation had contained a clause, declar- 
ing that Resolutions of the Congress should be the supreme 
law of the land, any State law or Constitution to the con- 
trary notwithstanding, and that a Committed of Congress, 
or any other body created by it, should possess judicial 
powers extending to all cases arising under resolutions of 
Congress, then the power of ultimate decision would have 
been vested in Congress under the Confederation, although 
that Confederation was a compact between States ; and for 
this plain reason, that it would have been competent to the 
States, who alone were parties to the compact, to agree 
who should decide in cases of dispute ariidng on the con- 
struction of the compact. 

For the same reason, sir, if I were now to concede to the 
gentleman his principal proposition, namely, that the Con- 
stitution is a compact bftween States, the question would 
still be, what provision is made, in this compact, to settle 
points of disputed construction, or contested power, that 
shall come into controversy? And this question would 
still be answered, and conclusively answered, by the Con- 
stitution itself. 

While the gentleman is contending against construction, 
he himself is setting up the most loose and dangerous con- 
struction. The Constitution declares, that the laws ofOon- 
g^eas pasned in pursuance of ike Constitution shall be 
ike supreme law of the land No construction is necessary 
here. It declares, also, with equal plainness and precision, 
th^it Vie judicial power of the United States shall ex- 
tend to every case arising under the laws of Congress. 
This needs no construction. Here is a law, then, which is 
declared to be supreme ; and here is a power established, 
which is to interpret that law. Now, sir, how has the gen- 
tleman met this? Suppose the Constitution to be a com- 
pact, yet here are its terms ; and how does the gentleman 
get rid of them? He cannot argue the seal off the bond^ 
nor the word out of the instrument. Here they are ; what 
answer does he give to them? None in the world, sir, ex- 
cept that the effect of this would be to place the States in 
a conditicm of inferiority ; and that it results from the very 
nature of things, there being no superior, that the parties 
must be their own judges ! Thus closely and cogently does 
the honorable gentleman reason on the words of the Con- 
stitution. The gentleman says, if there be such a power 
of final decision in the General Government, he asks for 
the grant of< that power. Well, sir, I show him the grant. 
I turn him to the very words. I show him that the laws 
of Congress are made supreme ; and that the judicial 

Sower extends, by express words, to the interpretation of 
lese laws. Instead of answerhig this, he retreats into 
the general reflection, that it must xesaXifrom the nature 
of things, that the States, being parties, must judge for 
themselves. 

I have admitted, that, if the Constitution were to be con- 
sidered as the creature of the State Governments, it might 
be modified, interpreted, or construed according to their 
pleasure. But, even in that case, it would be necessary 



that they should agree. One alone could not interpret it 
conclusively ; one alone could not construe it ; one alone 
could not modify it. Tet the gentleman's doctrine is, that 
Carolina alone may construe and interpret that compact 
which equally binds all, and gives equal rights to all. 

So, then, sir, even supposing the Constitution to b)ft a 
compact between the States, the gentleman's doctrine, nev- 
ertheless, is not maintainable ; because, first, the General 
Government is not a party to that compact, but a govern- 
ment established by It, and vested by it with the powers 
of trying and deciding doubtful questions ; and secondly, 
because, if the Constitution be regarded as a compact, not 
one State only, but all the States, are parties to that com- 
pact, and one can have no right to fix upon it her own pe- 
culiar construction. 

So much, sir, for the argument, even if the premises eC 
the gentleman were granted, or could be proved. But, 
sir, the gentleman has failed to maintidn his leading pro- 
position. He has not shown, it cannot be shown, that the 
Constitution is a compact between State Governments. 
The Constitution itself, in its very front; reftites that idea; 
it declares that it is ordained and established by ths peo- 
ple of the United States. So far from saying that it is 
established by the governments of the several States, it 
does not even say that it is established by the people of A* 
several States ; but it pronounces that it is established 1^ 
the people of tiie United States, in the aggregate. The 
gentleman says, it must mean no more than the people of 
the several States. Doubtless, the people of tiie se^nvl 
States, taken collectively, constitute the people of ttm 
United States ; but it is in this, their collective capacity, it 
is as all the people of the United States, that they establiBh 
the Constitution. So they declare ; and words cannot be 
plidner than the words used. 

When the gentleman says the Constitution is a com- 
pact between the States, he uses language exactly ap- 
plicable to the old Confederation. He speaks as if be 
were in Congress before 17S9. He describes fully that 
old state of things then existing. The Confederation was, 
in strictness, a compact ; the States, as States, were par- 
ties to it. We had no other general government. Bat 
that was found insufficient, and inadequate to the public 
exigencies. The people were not satisfied with it, and 
undertook to establish a better. They undertook to form 
a General -Government, which should stand on a new 
basis ; not a confederacy, not a league, not a compact 
between States, but a Constitution ; a popular govern- 
ment, founded in popular election, directly responsible to 
the people themselves, and divided into branches with 
prescribed limits of power, and prescribed duties. They 
ordained such a government, they gave it the name of 
a Constitution, and therein established a distribution of 
power between this, their General Government, and their 
several State governments. When they shall become <U8- 
satisfied with this distribution, ttiey can alter it. Thdr 
own power over their own instrument remains. But un- 
til they shall alter it, it must stand as their will, and is 
equally binding on the General Government and on the 
States. 

The gentleman, sir, finds analogy where I see none. 
He likens it to the case of a treaty, in which, there being 
no common superior, each party must interpret for liim- 
self , under its own obligation of good faith. But this is 
not a treaty, but a constitution of government, witii 
powers to execute itself, and fulfill its duties. 

I admit, sir, that this government is a government of 
checks and balances ; that is, the House of Representatives 
is a check upon the Senate, and the Senate is a check on 
the House, and the President a check on both. But I chd- 
not comprehend, or, if I do, I totally differ from him, when 
he applies the notion of checks and balances to the in(e - 
ference of different governments. He argues that if ire 
transgress our constitutional limits, each State, as a 
State, has a right to check us. Does he admit the con- 
verse of the proposition, that we have a right to check 
the States ? The gentleman's doctrines would give us a 
strange jumble of authorities and powers, instead of 
governments of separate and defined powers. It is the 
part of wisdom, I think, to avoid this ; and to keep the 
General Government and the State Government each 
in its proper sphere, avoiding as carefully as possible 
every kind of interference. 

Finally, sir, the honorable gentleman says, that the 
States will only interfere, by their power, to preserve the 
Constitution. They will not destroy it, they will not in^>air 
it ; they will only save, they will only preserve, they will 
only strengthen it. Ah ! sir, this is but the old story. All re- 
gulated governments, all free governments, have been 
broken by similar disinterested and well disposed inter- 
ference. It is the common pretence. But I take leave 
of the subject. 
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LbTTBB to a. 0. P. NiCHOLSOK. 

Washinqton, Dee. 24, 1847. 

Dbar Sir : I have received your letter, and shall an- 
swer it as frankly as it la written. 

Ton ask me whether I am in favor of the acqaisition of 
Mexican territory, and what are my sendments with 
regard to the Wilmot Proviso. 

1 have so often and so explicitly stated my views of 
the first question, in the Senate, that it seems almost un- 
necessary, to repeat them here. As you request it, how* 
ever, I shall briefly give them^ 

I think, then, that no peace should be granted to Mex- 
ico, till a reasonable indemnity is obtained for the inju- 
lies which she has done us. The territorial extent of 
this indemnity is, in the first instance, a subject of Execu- 
tive consideration. There the Constitution has placed 
it, and there I am willing to leave it ; not only because I 
have foil confidence in its judicious exercise, but because, 
in the ever-varying circumstances of a war, it would be 
indiscreet, by a public declaration, to commit the coun- 
tary to any line of indemnity, which might otherwise be 
enlarged, as the obstinate iigustice of the enemy pro- 
longs the contest with its loss of blood and treasure. 

It appears to me, that the kind of metaphysical mag- 
nanimity which would reject all indemnity at the close of a 
bloody and expensive war, brought on by a direct sittack 
upon our troops by the enemy, and preceded by a suc- 
cession of unjust acts for a series of years, is as unwor- 
thy of the age in trhich we live, as it is revolting to the 
common sense and practice of mankind. It would con- 
duce but little to our future security, or, indeed to our 
present reputation, to declare that we repudiate all 
expectation of compensation from the Mexican Govern- 
ment, and are fighting, not for any practical result, but 
for some vague, perhaps philanthropic object, which 
escapes my penetration, and must be defined by those 
who assume this new principle of national intercommu- 
nication. All wars are to be deprecated, as well by the 
statesman as by the philanthropist. They are great 
evils ; but there are greater evils than these, and submis- 
rion to injustice is among them. The nation which should 
refuse to defend its rights and its honor when assailed, 
would soon have neither to defend : and, when driven 
to war, it is not by professions of disinterestedness and 
declarations of magnanimity that its rational objects can 
be best obtained, or other nations taught a lesson of for- 
bearancer-the strongest security for permanent peace 
We are at war with Mexico, audits vigorous prosecution 
to the surest means of its speedy termination, and ample 
indemnity the surest guaranty against the recurrence of 
Such injustice as provoked it. 

The Wilmot Proviso has been before the country some 
time. It has been repeatedly discussed in Congress and 
by the public press. I am strongly impressed with the 
opinion, that a great change has been going on in the 
public mind upon this subject, in my own as well as oth- 
ers; and that doubts are resolving themselves into con- 
victions, that the principle it involves should be kept out 
of the National Ledslature, and left to the people of the 
confederacy in their respective local governments. 

Hike whole subject is a comprehensive one, and fruitful 
of Important consequences. It would be ill-timed to dis- 
cuss it here. I shall not assume that responsible task, but 
Am31 confine myself to such general views as are neces- 
sary to the fair exhibition of my opinion. 

We magr well regret the e^tence of Slavery in the 
Soathem States, and wish they had been saved from its 
introdnction. But there it is, not by the act of the present 
generation ; and we must deal with It as a great practical 
qoestion, involving the most momentous consequences. 
we have neither tiie right nor the power to touch it where 
it exists ; and if we had both, their exercise, by any means 
heretofore sueeested, might lead to results which no wise 
nan would wiJUttngly encounter, and which no good man 
eoold contemplate without anxiety. 

The theory of our Government presupposes that its va- 
Hoos members have reserved to themselves the regulation 
of all snbjects relating to what may be termed thdr inter- 
nal police. They are sovereign idthin their boundaries, 
except in those cases where they have surrendered to the 

Qenei^ Government a portion of their rights, in order to 

give effect to the objects of the Union, whether these con- 
ford^ natioQs or the several States themselves. Lo- 



cal institutions, if I may so speak, whether they have re- 
ference to Slavery or to any other relations, domestic or 
public, are left to local authority, either original or deriva- 
tive. Congress has no right to say there shall be Slavery 
in New- York, or that there shall be no Slavery in Georgia; 
nor is there any other human power, but the people of 
tho9e States, respectively, which can change the relations 
existing therein ; and they can say, if they will, we will 
have Slavery in the former, and we will abolish it in the 
latter. 

In various respects, the Territories differ from the States, 
Some of their rights are inchoate, and they do not possess 
the peculiar attributes of sovereignty. Their relation to 
the General Government Is very imperfectly defined by 
the Constitution ; and it will be found, upon examination, 
thjtt in that instrument the only grant of power concern- 
ing them is conveyed in the phrase, ** Congress shall have 
the power to dispose of and make all needful rules and re- 
gulations respecting the territory and other property be- 
longing to the United States." Certainly this phraseology 
is very loose, if it were designed to include in the grant 
the whole power of legislation over persons, as well as 
things. The expression, the "territory and other pro- 
perty," fairly construed, relates to tlw public lands, as 
such ; to arsenals, dockyards, forts, ships, and all the v»* 
rious kinds of property which the United States may and 
must possess. 

But surely the simple authority to dispose of and reg^ 
late these does not extend to the unlimited power of legfr" 
lation ; to the passage of all la/ws^ in the most general 
acceptation of the word, which, by the by, is carefully ex- 
cluded from the sentence. And, indeed, if this were so, it 
would render unnecessary another provision of the Con- 
stitution, which grants to Congress the power to legislate, 
with the consent of the States, respectively, over all places 
purchased for the " erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, 
dockyards," etc. These being the ^^ property" of the 
United States, if the power to make " needful rules and 
regulations concerning " them includes the general power 
of legislation, then the grant of authority to regulate " the 
territory and other property of the United States " is oik- 
limited, wherever subjects are found for its operation, and 
its exercise needed no auxiliary provision. If, on the 
other hand, it does not include such power of legislation 
over the " other property " of the United States, th^ tt 
does not include it over their " territory;" for the same 
terms wliich grant the one grant the other. " Territory " 
is here classed with property, and treated as such ; aoA 
the object was evidently to enable the General Govern- 
ment, as a property-holder — which, from necessity, it must 
be — to manage, preserve and " dispose of" such proper^ 
as it might possess, and which authority is essential almost 
to its being. But the lives and persons of our citizenB, 
with the vast variety of objects connected vrith them, canK 
not be controlled by an authority which is merely caJled 
into existence for the purpose of making rules atid regnk' 
lotions for the disposition and management of pr^ 
perty. 

Such, it appears to me, would be the construction pnft 
upon this provision of the Constitution, were this quesuon 
now first presented for consideration, and not controlled 
by imperious circumstances. The original ordinance of 
the Congress of the Confederation, passed in 1787, and 
which was the only act upon this subject in force at ttie 
adoption of the Constitution, provided a complete frame 
of government for the country north of the Ohio, while in 
a territorial condition, and for its eventual admission k& 
separate States into the Union. And the persuasion that 
this ordinance contained within itself all the necessaxy 
means of execution, probably prevented any direct refer- 
ence to the subject in the Constitution, further than v€««^ 
ing in Congress the right to admit the States. formed under 
it into the Union. However, circumstances arose, whi(d| 
required legislation, as well over the territory north of 
the Ohio, as over other territory, both within and without 
the original Union, ceded to the General Government, 
and, at various times, a more enlarged power has been 
exercised over the Territories — meaning thereby the 
different Territorial Governments — than is conveyed 
by the limited grant referred to. How far an e^daUng 
necessity may have operated in producing this leghlai* 

Bon, and thus extending, by rather a violent impli< 



on, powers not directly given, I know not But cei^ 
tain it is that the principle of Interference should not be 
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carried beyond the necessary implication, which produces 
it. It should be limited to the creation of proper 
goremments for new countries, acquired or settled, and 
to the necessary provisions for their eventual admission 
into the Union ; leaving, in the meantime, to tlie people 
inhabiting them, to regulate their internal concerns in 
their own way. They are Just as capable of doing so as 
the people of the States ; and they can do so, at any rate 
as soon as their political independence is recognised by 
admission into the Union. During this temporary condi- 
tion, it is hardly expedient to call into exercise a doubt- 
ful and invidious authority which questions the intelli- 
gence of a respectable portion of our cltisens, and whose 
limitation, whatever it may be, will be rapidly approach- 
ing its termination — an authority which would give to 
Oongress despotic power, uncontrolled by the Constitu- 
tion, over most important sections of our common 
country. For, if the relation of master and servant may 
be regulated or annihilated by its legislation, so may the 
regulation of husband and wife, of parent and child, and 
of any other condition which our institutions and the 
habits of our society recognise. What would be thought 
if Congress should undertake to prescribe the terms of 
marriage in New-Tork, or to regulate the authority of 
parents over their children in Pennsylvania t And yet 
it would be as vain to seek one justifying the inter- 
ference of the national legislature in the cases referred to 
in the original States of the Union. I speak here of the 
inherent power of Oongress, and do not touch the ques- 
tion of such contracts as may l>e formed with new States 
Irtien admitted into the confederacy. 

Of all the questions which can agitate us, those which 
are merely sectional in their character are the most 
dangerous, and the most to be deprecated. The warning 
voice of him who from his character and services and 
virtue had the best right to warn us, proclaimed to his 
countrymen, in his Farewell Address — that monument of 
wisdom for him, as I hope it will be of safety for them — 
how much we had to apprehend from measures peculiarly 
affecting geographical sections of our country. The 
grave circumstances in which we are now placed make 
tbese words words of safety ; for I am satisfied, from all 
I have seen and heard here, that a successful attempt to 
ingraft the principles of the Wilmot Proviso upon the le- 
islation of this Government, and to apply them to new 
territory, should new territory be acquired, would serl- 
onsiy affect our tranquillity. I do not suffer myself to 
foresee or foretell the consequences that would ensue ; 
for I trust and believe there is good sense and good feel- 
ing enough in the country to avoid them, by avoiding all 
occasions which might lead to them. 

Briefly, then, I am opposed to the exercise of any 
Jarisdiction by Oongress over this matter ; and I am in 
favor of leaving to the people of any Territory, which 
may be hereafter acquired, the right to regulate it for 
themselves, under the general principles of the Consti- 
tation. Because — 

1. I do not see in the Constitution any grant of the 
requisite power to Oongress ; and I am not disposed to 
extend a doubtfUl precedent beyond its nbcessity — ^the 
establishment of Territorial Governments when needed 
-—leaving to the inhabitants all the rights compatible 
with the relations they bear to the confederation. 

8. Because I believe this measure, if adopted, would 
weaken, if not impair, the Union of the States ; and 
would sow the seeds of future discord, which would 
grow up and ripen into an abundant harvest of cala- 
mity. 

8. Because I believe a general conviction that such a 
proposition would succeed, would lead to an immediate 
withholding of the supplies, and thus to a dishonorable 
termination of the war. I think no dispassionate ob- 
server at the seat of Government can doubt this re- 
sult. 

4. If, however, in this I am under a misapprehension, 
I am under none in the practical operation of this re- 
striction, if adopted by Congress, upon a treaty of peace, 
making any acquisition of Mexican Territory. Such a 
treaty would be r^ected as certainly as presented to 
the Senate. More than one-third of that body would 
vote against it, viewing such a principle as an exclu- 
iion of the citizens of the slaveholding States ft*om a 
participation in the benefits acquired by the treasure 
and exertions of all, and which should be common to 
alL I am repeating— neither advancing nor defending 
these views. That branch of the subject does not lie in 
my way, and I shall not turn aside to seek it. 

In this aspect of the matter, the people of the UiUted 
States must choose between this restriction and the ex- 
tantdon of their territorial Umits. They cannot have 
both ; and which they will surrender must depend upon 
their representativea first, and then, if these f^ them, 
ofon tbemMlves. 



5. But after all. It seems to be generally conceded that 
this restriction, if carried into effect could, not operate 
upon any State to be formed from newly-acquired tori* 
tory. The well-known attributes of Sovereignty, rec<^- 
nhted by us as belonging to the State Government 
would sweep before them any such barrier, and woola 
leave the people to express and exert their will at pleft- 
Bure. Is the object, then, of temporary exclusion 
for so short a period as the duration of Uie Territorial 
Governments, worth the price at which it would be 
purchased ? — worth the discord it would engender, the 
trial to which it would expose our Union, and the evils 
that would be the certain consequence, let the trial re- 
sult as it might ? As to the course, which has been inti- 
mated, rather than proposed, of ingrafting such a restric- 
tion upon any treaty of acqtdsition, I persuade myself ik 
would find but little favor in any portion of this country. 
Such an arrangement would render Mexico a party, 
having a right to interfere in our internal institutions in 
questions left by the Constitution to the State* Govern- 
ments, and would inflict a serious blow upon our funda- 
mental principles. Few, indeed, I trust, there are among 
us who would thus grant to a foreign power the right to 
inquire into the constitution and conduct of the sover- 
eign States of this Union ; and if there are any, I am not 
among them, nor never shall be. To the people of this 
country, under God, now and hereafter, are it^ destinies 
committed ; and we want no foreign power to interro- 
gate us, treaty in hand, and to say, IVhy have you done 
this, or why have you left that undone ? Our own dig- 
nity and the principles of national independence unite 
to repel such a proposition. 

But there is another important consideration, whidi 
ought not to be lost sight of, in the investigation of this 
subject. The question that presents itself is not a ques- 
tion of the increase, but of the difliision of Slavery. 
Whether its sphere be stationary or progressive, its 
amount will be the same. The rejection of this restric- 
tion will not add one to the class of servitude, nor will 
its adoption {^ve freedom to a single b^g who is now 
placed therein. The same numbers will be spread over 
greater territory ; and, so far as compression, with less 
abundance of the necessaries of life, is an evil, so far 
will that evil be mitigated by transporting slaves to a 
new country, and giving them a larger space to occupy. 

I say this in the event of the extension of Slavery over 
any new acquisition. But can it go there ? This may well 
be doubted. All the descriptions which reach us of the con- 
dition of the CaUfomias and of New-Mexico, to the accjpil- 
sition of which our efforts seem to be at present directed, 
imite in representing those countries as agricultural regions, 
similar in their products to our Middle States, and gene- 
rally unfit for the production of the great staples which can 
alone render slave labor valuable. If we are not grossly 
deceived — and it is difficult to conceive how we can be— 
the inhabitants of those regions, whether they depend up 
on their plows or their herds, cannot be slaveholders. In^ 
voluntary labor, requiring the investment of large capital, 
can only be profitable when employed in the production 
of a few favored arti(Aes confined by nature to special dis- 
tricts, and paying larger returns than the usual agricultu- 
ral products spread over more considerable portions of the 
eartii. 

In the able letter of Mr. Buchanan upon tUs subject, 
not long ^ce given to the public, he presents similar .con- 
siderations with great force. " Neither," says the distin- 
guished writer, *^ the soil, the climate, nor the productions 
of California, south of 86' 80', nor indeed of any portitHi 
of it. North or South, is adapted to slave labor ; and be- 
side every facility would be there afforded for the slave to 
escape from his master. Such property would be entirdy 
insecure in any part of California. It is morally impos- 
sible, therefore, that a majority of the emigrants to that 
portion of the Territory south of 86° 80', which will be 
chiefly composed of our cUizens, will ever reestablish Sla- 
very within its limits. 

" In regard to New-Mexico, east of the Rio Grande, the 
question has ahready been settied by the admission of 
Texas into the Union. 

** Should we acquire territory beyond the Bio Grande 
and east of the Rocky Mounttdns, It is still more impossi- 
ble that a majority of the people would consent to rses- 
t(ibli»h Slavery. They are themselves a colored pecula- 
tion, and among them the negro does not belong socially 
to a degraded race." 

With this last remark, Mr. Walker Ailly cohicides in his 
letter written hi 1844, upon the annexation of Texas, and 
which everywhere produced so favorable an imprMsion 
upon the public mind, as to have conduced very materi- 
ally to the accomplishment of that great measure. ** Be- 
yond the Del Norte," says Mr. Walker, "Slavery will no% 
pass ; not only because it is forbidden by law, but be 
cause ttie colored race there preponderates in the ratio 
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of ten to one oyer the whites; and holcUng. as they do, 
the govemment and most of the offices in their possesdon, 
they will not permit the enslavement of any portion of 
the oolored race, wliich makes and executes the laws of 
the country.*' 

The question, it will be therefore seen on examination, 
does not regard the exclusion of Slavery from a region 
where it now exists, but a prohibition against its Intro- 
daetlon where it does not exist, and where, from the feel- 
ings of the inhabitants and the laws of nature, "it is 
morally impossible," as Mr. Buchanan says, that it can 
ever reSstabUsh itself: 

It augurs well for the permanence of our confederation 
that during more than half a century, which has elapsed 
rince the establishment of this government, many serious 
questions, and some of the highest* importance, have 
mutated the public mind, and more than once tttreaten- 
ed the gravest consequences ; but that they have ail 
in saccession passed away, leaving our histitutions 
unscathed, and our country advancing in numbers, 
power, and wealth, and in ail the other elements of 
national prosperity, with a rapidity unknown in ancient 



or modem days. In times of poliUcal excitement, whoi 
difficult and delicate questions present themselves for 
solution, there ia one ark of safety for us ; and that is an 
honest appeal to the fundamental principles of oar 
Union, and a stern determination to abide their dictates. 
This course of proceeding has carried us in safety through 
many a trouble ; and I trust will carry us safely through 
many more, should many more be destined to assail ua. 
The Wilmot Proviso seeks to take from its legitimate tri- 
bunal a question of domestic policy, having no relation 
to the Union, as such, and to transfer it to another, 
created by the people for a special purpose, and foreign 
to the subject matter involved in this issue. By going 
back to our true principles, we go back to the road of 
peace and safety. Leave to the people, who will be af- 
fected by this question, to adjust it upon their own re- 
sponsibility, and in their own manner, and we shall 
render another tribute to the original principles of oar 
Government, and furnish another guaranty of its perma- 
nence and prosperity. I am, dear sir, respectfully, your 
obedient servant, Lbwib Oass. 

A. 0. P. NiOHOLSON, Esq., Nashville, Tenn. 
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Thk following letter was addressd to the 
New York City Delegates to the Utica Free 
Soil Convention, of 1848, in response to a letter 
to Martin Van Buren, aslcing his opinion on the 
subject herein discussed : 

) LnmurwoLD, June 20, 1S4S. 

GiXTLBxni : You desire also my views in regard 

to the prohibition by Congress of Slavery in territories 
where it does not now exist, and they shall be given in a 
few words, and in a manner which will not, I hope, in- 
crease, if it does not diminish the existing excitement in 
the public mind. 

The illustrious founders of our Government were not 
insensible to the apparent inconsistency between the 
perpetuation of Slavery in the United States, and the 
principles of the Revolution, as delineated in the Declara- 
tion of Independence ; and they were too ingenuous in 
their dispositions to attempt to conceal the impressions 
by which they were embarrassed. But they knew, also, 
that its speedy abolition in several of the States, was 
impossible, and its existence in all, without fault on the 
part of the present generation. They were also too upright 
and the fraternal feelings which had carried them through 
the struggle for independence were too strong to permit 
them to deal with such a matter upon any other principles 
than those of liberality and justice. The policy they 
adopted was to guarantee to the States in which Slavery 
existed, an exclusive control over the subject within their 
respective Jurisdictions, but to prevent by united efforts, 
its extension to territories of the United States in which 
it did not in fact exist. 

On an sides tlie most expedient means to carry out 
this policy were adopted with alacrity and good feeling. 
Tb^ first step was to interdict the introduction of Slavery 
into the Northwestern Territory, now covered by the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin. 
nUs may Justly be regarded, as being in the main, a 
Boathem measare. The subject was first brought forward 
in Oongress by Mr. Jefferson. Yirginia made tlie cession 
of territory upon which the ordinance was intended to 
Operate, and the Representatives from all the slave- 
holding States gave it a unanimous support. Doubts have 
arisen in the nJnds of some whether the ordinance of 
1787 was authorised by the articles of Confederation. A 
bill was introduced in the new Constitution, recognizing 
and adapting it to the new organization, and it has ever 
■inee been treated and regarded as a valid act. This bill 
received the Constitutional approbation of President 
Washington, iHiose highest and sworn duty it was to sup- 
port the Constitution under which it was enacted. Nor 
was the North backward in doing its part to sustain the 
policy which had been wisely adopted. They assented to 
tiMixuertlon of provisions in the Constitution necessary 
i^id sufficient to protect that interest in the States, and 
they did more. 

"Rie troable apprehended at the commencement of the 
GoT«mment from this source, began to show itself as 
early as the year 1790, in the form of Petitions presented 
to Oongress npon the subject of Slavery axsl the slave- 



trade by the Quakers of Philadelphia and New-Tork, and 
by Dr. Franklin as President of a society for the promo- 
tion of Abolition. These petitions were in the House of 
Representatives, referred to a Committee of seven, all 
but one of whom were Northern members, whose report 
as amended in Committee of the Whole, affirmed " that 
Congress have no power to interfere in the emancipation of 
slaves, or in the treatment of them within any of the 
States, it remaining with the several States alone to pro- 
vide any regulation therein which humanity and true 
policy might require." 

The perseverance and good faith with which both 
branches of policy thus adopted have, until very recently, 
been recognised and carried out, are highly honorable to 
the whole country. l?he peculiarity of the subject to be 
converted into an element of political agitation, as well 
in the slaveholding as in the non-slaveholding States, may 
have led to occasional attempts so to employ it, but these 
efforts have been very successfully frustrated by the good 
sense and good feeling of the people in every quarter of 
the Union. A detailed account of the numerous acts of 
the Federal Government, sustaining and carrying into 
full effect Xhe policy of its founders upon the subject of 
Slavery in the States, and its extension to the Territories, 
and the steps taken, in the non-slaveholding States, to 
suppress or neutralise undue agitation in regard to it, 
would l>e alike instructive and honorable to the actors in 
them. But it will be readily perceived that this could not 
be given within the necessary limits of a eommunication 
like the present. It must therefore suffice to say that 
from 1787, the date of the ordinance for the prevention of 
Slavery in the Northwestern Territory, down to and in- 
eluding 1838, at least eleven acts of Congress have been 
passed, organizing Territories which have since l>ecome 
States, in all of which the Constitutional power of Con- 
gess to interdict the introduction of Slavery into the Ter- 
ritories of the United States, is either directly exercised, 
or clearly asserted by enactments which, as matters of 
authority, are tantamount to its exercise ; and that at the 
only period when the peace of the slaveholdingStates was 
supposed to l>e seriously endangered by Abon ion agita- 
tion, there was a spontaneous uprising of the people 
of the North of both parties, by which agitation was 
paralyzed, and the South reassured of our fidelity to the 
compromises of the Constitution. 

In the laws for the organization of the Territories, which 
now constitute the States of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 
Illinois, Wisconsin and Iowa, Slavery was expressly pro- 
hibited. The laws for the organization of the Territories 
of Mississippi, New Orleans, Arkansas, Alabama and 
Florida, contimiing enactments fully equivalent in regard 
to the extent of power in Congress over the subject of 
Slavery in the Territories to the express exercise of it 
in other cases. These acts were approved by Preridents 
Washington, the elder Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, 
Jackson and myself, all bound by our oaths of office to 
withhold our respective approvals from laws which we 
believed unconstitutional If in the passage of these lawa 
duiing a period of half a century, and under the adminis- 
tration of so many Presidents, there was anything lUce 
sectional divisions, or a greater or less partidpatfon is 
their enactment on the part of the Representative! of Ikt 
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■lATehoIcUng or non-slaveholding States, I am not ap- 
prised of it. I betteye the plan devised by the founders 
of the Goremment, including the Fathers of our Political 
OhunA, for the treatment of this great subject, and which 
has hittierto been so faithfully sustained, ana which has 
proven so successful in preserving the Union of these 
States, to be not only the wisest which the wit of man 
eould have devised ; but the only one consistent with the 
safety and prosperity of the whole country, I do, there- 
fore, desire to see it continued so long as Slavery exists in 
the United States. The extent to which I have sustained 
It in the various public stations I have occupied Is known 
to the country. I was at the time well aware that I went 
foirther in this respect than many of my best friends could 
approve. But deeply penetrated by the conviction that 
Slavery was the only subject that could endanger our 
blessed Union, I was determined that no effort on my 

eart, within the pale of the Constitution, should be want- 
kg to sustain its compromises, as they were then under- 
stood, and it is now a source of consolation to me that I 
pursued the course I then adopted. 

The doctrine which the late Baltimore Convention has 
presented for the sanction of the nation, is, in substance, 
that the laws I referred to were but so many violations of 
the Constitution — that this instrument confers no power on 
Congress to exclude Slavery from the Territories, as has 
so often been done with the assent of all. This doctrine 
\s set forth in the published opinion of the highly respect- 
able nominee of that Convention, who, it is well known, 
received that dbtinction, because he avowed that opinion, 
and who, it is equally certain, would not have received it 
tf he had not done so. It is proposed to ^ve this doctrine 
the most solemn sanction known to our political system, 
by the election of its declared advocate and supporter to 
the Presidency. If it receives the proposed sanction of 
the People of .the United States, the result cannot be 
doubtful. The policy in regard to the extension of 
Slavery to the Territories of the United States into which 
it has not yet been introduced, which has existed since 
the commencement of the Oovernment, and the conse- 
quences of which have been so salutary, must cease, and 
every act of Congress designed to carry it into effect be 
defeated by the Veto of the Executive. 

The Territories now owned by the United States, and 
every acquisition of territory that may hereafter be made 
to the United States, whether obtained by annexation, by 
cession for a valuable consideration, or by conquest, must, 
as long as this opinion is held, and as far as the action of 
the National Legislature is concerned, be subject to the 
inroads of Slavery. And this consequence is to be sub- 
mitted to od the assumption that the framers of the 
Constitution, with their attention directed to the subject, 
and with a well understood desire to do so, have failed to 
elothe Congress with the necessary powers to prevent it. 
I cannot, with my vote, contribute to this sanction. I 
cannot do so, because I cannot concur in the opinion 
which we are called upon to sustain. 

The power, the existence of which is at this late day de- 
nied, is, in my opinion, fiilly granted to Congress by the Con- 
lUtution. Its language, the circumstances under which it 
was adopted, the recorded explanations which accompanied 
its formation — the construction it has received from our 
highest judicial tribunals, and the very solemn and re- 
peated confirmations it has derived from the measures of 
the Government — leave not the shadow of a doubt in my 
mind, in regard to the authority of Congress to exercise 
the power in question. This is not a new opinion on my 
part, nor the first occasion on which it has been avowed. I 
While the candidate of my friends for the Residency, 1 1 



distinctly announced my opinion In favor of liie power of 
Congress to abolish Slavery in the District of Cohunblaj 
although I was, for reasons which were then, and are still 
satisfactory to my mind, very decidedly opposed to its 
exercise there. The question of power is certainly as 
clear in respect to the Territories as It is in regard to that 
District ; and as to the Territories, my opinion waa also 
made known in a still more solemn form, by giving the 
Executive approval required by the Constitution to the 
bill for the organization of the Territorial Government of 
Iowa, which prohibited the introduction of SlaTery Into 
that Territory, 

T}ie opinion from which we dissent was given in the 
face of, and directly contrary to, the views expressed, In 
forms the most solemn and explicit, by all or nearly all 
the non-slaveholding States, and we are not at liberty to 
suspect the sincerity of these expressions. Honest and 
well-meaning men, as we know the masses of our politi- 
cal friends in those States to be, are incapable of trifling 
with 80 grave a subject. 

Our ancestors signalized the commencement of tills 
glorious Government of ours, by rescuing from sul^ection 
to Slavery a Territory which is now covered by Ave great 
States, and peopled by more than four millions of freemen, 
in the full enjoyment of every blessing which industry 
and good institutions can confer. They did this when the 
opinions and conduct of the world in regard to the insti- 
tution of Slavery were very different from what they are 
now. 

They did so before Great Britain had even commenced 
those gigantic efforts for the suppression of Slavery by 
which she has so greatly distinguished herself. After 
seventy-four years' enjoyment of the sacred and invalu- 
able right of self-government, obtained for us by the valor 
and discretion of our ancestors, we, their descendants, 
are called upon to doom, or if that is too strong a word, 
to expose to the inroad of Slavery, a territory capable of 
sustaining an equal number of new States to be added to 
our Confederacy — a territory in a great part of which 
Slavery has never existed in fact, and from the residue of 
which it has been expressly abolished by the existing Gov- 
ernment. We are called upon to do this at a period when 
the minds of itearly all mankind have been penetrated by 
a conviction of the evils of Slavery, and are onited in 
efforts for its suppression — at a moment, too, when the spirit 
of Freedom and Reform is everywhere far more previjent 
til an it hns ever been, and when our Republic stands 
proudly forth as the great exemplar of the world in the 
science of Free Governments 

Wiio can believe that a population like that which in- 
habits tlie non-slaveholding States, probably amounting 
to twelve millions, who by their own acts, or by the fore- 
sight of others, have been exempted from the evils of 
Slavery, can at such a moment be induced, by considera- 
tions of any description, to make a retrograde movement 
of a character so extraordinary and so painful ? Such a 
movement would, in my view of the matter— and I say it 
with unfeigned deference to the conflicting opinions of 
others — bring reproach upon the influence of free institu- 
tions, which would delight the hearts and excite the hopes 
of the advocates of arbitrary power throughout the 
world 

Accept, gentlemen, ray warmest acknowledgments for 
the obliging expres:iions contained in your letter, and be- 
lieve nie to be 

Tour friend, Mabtik Yav Bubbv. 

To Messrs. I^elson J. Waterbury, David Dudley Field, and 

others, New Ifork. 



LAND FOR THE LANDLESS. 

Action of Congress on the Public Lands. 



Ths Public Domain of the United States is 
atiU immense, notwithstanding the millions upon 
millions of acres which have been squandered 
or passed over to the hands of speculators and 
monopolists, by the action of the National Go- 
vernment during the past few years. It is 
estimated by intelligent persons, who have 
given their attention to the subject, that lying 
within the States and Territories of this Govern- 



ment there are now about one tkoiisand millions 
of acres of public lands still unentered. '* What 
shall be done with this immense domain ?** is a 
question which has for years occupied the 
minds of thoughtful men, who have the best 
interests of society at heart. At length, the 
great question of the proper disposition of these 
lands has become one of party, and may be stated 
as follows : ** Shall the Public Domain be open 
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to mODopoIj by speculators, leading ineritablj 
to a landed aristocracy I or shall it be reserved , 
for actual occupaDta in Bmall quantities, at a ' 
nominal price, or without price V There would 
ba no difflcalty whatever in adjusting thi!< 
question at any time and in the right waj, if 
%b« Negro question, which, in the National 
Adminixtratioo, absorbs or overrides atl others, 
vere not behind it. Although this la an old 
question, it had never commanded in Congress, 
the attention to which it is entitled, previous to 
the organiiation of the Republican party ; be- 
cause until that time both the great parties 
into whiuh the country was divided were either 
controlled, or their action was modiSed, by the 
SlaTebolding interest of the country.. That 
interest, whioli is ever vigilant, understands 
that Slavery cannot well eiist vere smalt free- 
holds prevail, and hence it opposes, with all its 
great power, all Preemption and Homestead 
laws, knowing well that if our new States and 
Territories are to be occupied in quarter-sec- 
tions, they will be occupied by working farmers, 
»nd not by speculators and great planters. 

Since this quesUon has assumed a national 
importance, aconcise record of the proceedings 
md votes in Cougresa during the session of 
18eS-9, and 1859-60, upoa the disposition of 
tbe Public DoniMD, will be of interest as a 
matter of record. 

On the 20th of January, 1859, (See Cotigrett- 
iimai Olobt, p. 49^,) a bill relating to preemp- 
tions, reported from the Committee on Fubhc 
LandJ, was pending before the House. The bill 
proposed to make some changes in the details 
of eiialing preemption laws, but without nfiect- 
ing the substaace of the present system of dis- 
posiag of the public lands. It was, however, in 
parliamentary order to propose to ameod the 
bill so as to change the present system, and to 
briog tbe House to a direct vote upon su< ' 
positions. The friends of euch changi 
prompt to avail themselves of this advai 

Mr, Grow, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
tbe bill by adding tbe following as an add 

StitptrOtrtnaettd, Thu froin Bad iftcr I 

(be Land Office, tor ten yesre or mote before eucb 

The force and elTect of this amendment would 
be to give the preemptors ten year! 
of the speculators and land monopolists. That 
is to aay : with the addition of Mr. G 
amendment to the existing laws and rcgula 
toDching the Public Lands, they would be open 
to preemption ten years before they could come 
within tbe grasp of the speculator, thus giving 
tbe poor, Industrions settler ample li 
"clear up" his farm and pay for it from I 
oeeds of the soil. This wasjuat what th< 
and the Democracy did not want, as the 
will show. 

The opponents of the bin forthwith resorted 
to parliamentary tactics to avoid a direct 
vpon Ur, Grow's propositioo. 

Their Bret movement was a motion to refer 
the bill and amendment to the Committee of the 
Whole, familiarly and aptly styled " the tomb of 
tkt OaytiUit." If that reference bad be — — 



ried, the bill never would have been reaohed, 

Lind would never have been heard of afterward. 

The vote upon the motion to refer the bill to 

the Committee of the Whole, was as follows— 

)emocrats in Roman, the Bepublicana in 

I, aud the Southern Ami 



Eel It, McQuee 



flodldge, Taylor— 8. 

Jewelt, MiBBHiLi, Pejloo, Ste- 



is, EuKUati, QrKgt, Uughes, Nlblack— fi. 



^Fotttr, Gilmail. Mont. I. WaMtum-^ 
Iahpbhirb. — Oragi^j T^matt — 2, 
AT,— Jforr«i, Some, WaUBO—S. 
. — CHUsiTTS. — £uffln(<mi BurUnuamt, Oh^^i*, Gh 

- -.. , ..r«na,D«M, 

Fefilim, GroMOtr, H>uh, Hoard, Kelm, Matittiiti, 
Xorgan, Hlortt, Murray, 0M«, Palmer, Parkir, iSpil»- 
-Br, Thompum — 13. 



Jeim, Leidj, PurHaitM, St 



, Foley, Siigora, Pnut, Wittoit 
>ioa.—fam«icorlA,Setioi!g. Lot^ey, Wiuibume, 



WiBoonaiM.— /'D««r, iriHW«rji— 8, 

OiuroBNii.— Soott— 1. 

MihhisuTji.— Oavanougb, Fhe1pB~9. Total, m. 

The motion to refer the bill io tbe Commit- 
tee of the Whole having thus failed, tbe House 
was brought to a direct vote upon Mr. (Jrow's 
amendment, which was adopted by the follow- 
ing votes : 

MiiHB.— fbstw, Oilmttn, Mortt, VatUmm, Wood 

Kair-HiHi'SHiHi.-Oarto.i^ 
yaaiom.— Morrill, Soyct, W 

CorMtu, J>a^ia, Dawa, Gooch, HaU, Kntfipp, TJkaj/6f 

BHona Ibiud.— Brajilon, Ihirf6t—%. 

Kaw-Yoat — A7tdr#iB» Bennttt, Surron&As, CJark. 
John CochtiOi, ^add, Fmtot, Onuteir, Board, Sei- 
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uy, MattMont Morgan^ Morse, Murray^ OUn Pal- 
fMT, Parker^ Sherman, Spinner^ Thompson—^. 

Nkw-Jkr8bt.— ^a&MfM— 1. 

PuHWYLTAMiA.— Chapman, Ckyoode, Edie, Florence, 
Grow, Keint, Morris, Phillips, Fwtdanee, MUchie, 
Stewart— 11. 

Maryland. — Stewart — 1. 

TBN1IK88KB.— Atkins, Ayery, Jones, Savage~4. 

KBMTUCK.T.— Jewett, Stevenson, Talbott—S. 

Ohio— .Bingham, Bliee, CockerilhOiddinge, JSdrlan, 
Mortony Lawrence, Letter, Miller, Mott, 8h,eirman, Stan- 
ton, Tompkins, Wade — 14. 

Indiana. — Colfax, Kilgore. PettU, WUson—A. 

\hL\soiB.—Fameioorth, Kellogg, Lov^oy, WashJbwme 
^-4. 

Michigan.— zr<noar(2, Lea/ih, Walbridge, Waldron 
—4. 

Wisconsis.—Billinghtirst, Potter, WasMyurfir—S. 

MiNNKSOTA.— Cavanaugh, Phelps— 2. 

Iowa. - Oitrtis, J)af)is—2. 

hlisaovtLL— Blair— 1. Total, 98. 

NATS. 

Connecticut. — A mold — 1 . 

Nbw-Yokk.— Russell, Searing, Taylor — 8. 

Nbw-Jbrsst. — Uayler, Wortendyke — 2. 

Pbnnstlvania. — Ahl, Dewart, Leidy, Montgomery— -4. 

Dklawarr — Whiteley— 1. 

Maryland — Bowie — ^1. 

Virginia.— Bocock, Cackle, Edmundson, Garnett, 
Goode, Hopkins, Millsnn, Powell— 8. 

North Carolina.— Branuh, Craige, Gilmbr, Rnffln, 
Scales, Shaw, Vancb, Winslow — S. 

South OarolHTa. — Bonham, Boyce, McQueen, Miles— 4. 

Gborgia. — Crawford, Gartreil, Jackson, Seward, 
Stephens, Trippb, Wright^ — 7. 

Florida.— Uawkins—1. * 

Alabama.— Cobb, Curry, Dowdell, Houston, Moore, 
Shorter, Stallworth— 7. 

Mississippi. — Davis, McRae, Singleton— 8, 

Louisiana.— EU8TI8, t^audidge — 2. 

Texas.— Reagan— 1. 

Tennessee.— Maynard, Ready, Smith, Watkins, ZoLU- 

CX)FFBR— 5. 

Kentucky. — Burnett, Elliott, Underwood— 8. 
Ohio.— Burns, Cox, Hall, Pendleton, Vallandigham— 6. 
Indiana.— Davis, Foley, Gregg, Hughes— 4. 
Illinois.- Hodges, BIar«ihall, Shaw, Smith— 4. 
MissouRL — Anderson, Caruthers, Clark, Craig, Phelps, 
Woodson- 6. 
Cautornia.— Scott— 1. Total, 81. 

Upon the adoption of Mr. Grow's amendment, 
the Republican vote, as will be seen, was unani- 
mously in the aflSrmative. Of the votes from 
the Slave States, all but nine were in the nega- 
tive, and, as we shall presently see, there was 
only one of that number who was really in favor 
of it, this one being Mr. Blair, Republican, of 
Missouri 

Mr. 6row*fl amendment being incorporated 
into the bill, the next question was upon the 
passage of the bill, which was defeated by the 
following vote : 

TEAS. 

MAiXM,—IbsUr, Morse, Washburn, W00&-A. 
Nbw-Hamp8hirb.— Oo^n, Pike, Tdppan^%. 
YEBUOsr.—MorrUl, Boyce, WaUon—S. 
M A88ACU oaKT K.—Buffhiton, BvrHngame, Chaffee, 
Oomins, DoAois, Da/voes, Oooch, JBdll, Knapp, Thayer 

Rhode Island.— .ffrov^oti, iH*r/e«— 2. 

Connecticut. — Clark, Dean— 2. 

HuW'YoRVL.— Andrews, Bennett, Burroughs, Clark, 
O. B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Dodd, Featon, Gran- 
ger, Hatch, Hoard, Kelsey, Matteson, Morgan, Morse, 
Murray, OUn, Palmer, Parker, Spinner, Thompson 
—•21. 

Nbw-Jbrsbt.— Cikitr«on, Bobbins— 2. 

Pennsylvania.— a>iwMf«, JHck, Bdie, Grow, Kelm, 
Morris, Purvianoe, Bitchde, Stewart— 9. 

Maryland.— Davis— 1. 

Ohio.— ^in^Aom, Bliss, Cox,Giddings, Hall, Harlan, 
??l^j^^'^^^ Miller, Mott, Shermwn, Stanton, Tomp- 

JAiomQxn.— Howard, Leach, WaXbridge, Waldron 

liDLiHA,— Oo^oa, Milgors, PettU, WUaon-^ 



Illinois — Famsworth, KeOogg^ Xoo^foy, Monl^ 
Wastibume—fi. 
Wisconsin.- Po««r, Wasihbum—%, 
low A."- Curtis, Daivis—i. 
Minnesota.- Cavanaugh, Phelps— 2. 
MissouRL— JJtoir— 1. Total— 91. 

MATS. 

CoNNBOTiouT.— Arnold— 1. * 

New- York.— Coming, Russell, Searing, Taylor— 4. 

New-Jbrset. — ^Huyler.— 1. 

Pknnbylvania.— Ahl, Chapman, Dewart, Florenee^ 
Jones, Leidy, Montgomery. PhlllipB, White— 9. 

Dblawabb.— Whiteley— 1. 

Maryland. — ^Bowie, Rioaud, Stewart— 8. 

TiRQiNiA. — Bocock, Caskie, Edmundson, Gamett, 
Goode, Hopkins, Millson, Powell — 8. 

North Carolina.— Craige, Gilmbb, Baffin, Scales, 
Shaw, Vancb, Winslow— 7. 

South Carouna.— Bonham, Boyce, McQneen — 8. 

Georqia. — Crawford, Gartrel, Jackson, BtephOM, 
Trippb, Wright— 6. 

Florida. — Hawkins— 1. 

Alabama. — Cobb, Dowdell, Honston, Moore, Shorter, 
Stollworth-6. 

M18SIS8IPPL— Barksdale, Davis, McRae, Singleton— 4i 

Louisiana.— Sandidge, Taylor— 2. 

Texas.— Bryan, Reagan— 2. 

Arkansas.- Greenwood— 1. 

Tenn BS8BB.— Atkins, Avery, Jones, Mathard, Bkaot, 
Savage, Smith, Watkins, Zolucoffer— 9. 

Kkntucky.— Burnett, Clay, Elliott, Jewett, Mabsball, 
Mason, Peyton, Stevenson, Talbott, Underwood- 10. 

Ohio.— Bums, Cockerill, Groesbeck, Pendleton, Yalp 
landigham— 5. 

Indiana. — Davis, Foley, Gregg, Hughes— 4. 

Illinois— Marshall, Shaw— 2. 

MissouRL— Andkbson, Caruthers, Clark, Gridg, Phelps, 
Woodson. Total— 95. 

The defeat of the bill, in consequence of the 
incorporation into it of Mr. Growls amend- 
ment, shows that a majority of the House was 
really opposed to that amendment, although it 
had been adopted by a vote of 98 to 81. Cer- 
tain members, who did not dare to vote directly 
against the amendment, joined in killing it 
afterward, by killing the bill, of which it had 
been made a part by their own votes. 

Thus Messrs. Stewart, of Maryland, Atkins, 
Avery, Jones and Savage, of Tennessee, and 
Jewett, Stephenson, and Talbot, of Kentucky, 
who had voted for the amendment, voted after 
ward against the bill. Only one, Mr. Blair, of 
the nine Southern supporters of the amend- 
ment, proved true to it in the end, and no other 
Southern member came to its support in the 
final vote, saving only Mr. Davis, of Maryland, 
who represents the free-labor interest of the 
city of Baltimore, rather than the interest of 
the slaveholding and landed aristocracy of the 
planting States. 

Afterward, on the same day, when these 
votes upon Mr. Grow*s amendment were given, 
the representatives from Minnesota, both of 
them members of the Democratic party, de- 
livered speeches, in which they made no secret 
of their chagrin that a measure so vital to their 
constituency encountered the nearly unanimous 
opposition of their political friends. Mr. Cava- 
naugh, one of the members from Minnesota 
{Globe, p. 505), said: 

With reference to the vote on this bill to-day, with an 
overwhelming majority of this side of the House voting 
against my colleague and myself, voting against this bill, 
I say it frankly, I say it in sorrow, that it was to the Re* 
publican side of the House to whom we were compelled to 
look for support of this Just and honorable measure. 
Gentlemen from the South, gentlemen who have broad 
acres and wide plantations, aided here to-dav by their 
votes more to make Republican States in the North than 
by any vote which has been cast within the last two 
years. These gentlemen come here and ask ua to support 
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fnsiliidriMiideDlUbDrorihE Horlti ud Wat. U 

1 tt«sloiul7, 






lebjth 



.uts.° Bui, sir, when 1 lee Soait 



rugBlli 






The uoendmeat of Mc. Groir, forbidding the 
public saiea of lands for &t least ten jenrs aft«r 
their satre;, would secure the great bulk of the 
lands to preemptors, and would give them a 
long pa;-daj, and thus save them from the 
eaomouB uaury the; are now compelled to pa; 
to monej-tenderg. It vould not reduce the 
KTenne deiiTed b^ the Treasur/ from the 
public landa, bat would onl; postpone it, and 
this postponement would be far less prejudicial 
to Out Qarernment than it would be beneficial 
to the settler. The Government can borrow 
money at four and a half per cent, par annum, 
while the settler frequentlj pays five per cent. 
per month for the money to enter his lauds, to 
preTCDt their sale at public auction. 

On tbe firat of February, the queation of the 
Public Laods was again before the House, tbe 
pending bill (House bill No. 72) being a bill to 
secure Homesteads to actual settlers, and being 
in the words following : 



I 8. ^nd i» U fxifthv tfUKttd, That the reglMc 

the iBDd offlcs sh»U note aU luch spplicatbai on 

. trHct-hoolu uid p^l« of hl4 office, ajid keep 4 reriit^ 

all sucb «ntriei, and malL« a return thereof to Die Qeo 

' , 14. Ana 6f it furthtr trumted, Tbat all landi 

|5, AtidbiU/vrOitr enai:ttd,1ba,l,'il,tl'%Rjamett- 
it the OUof tho affidavit, ai m^mred la the Becond mc- 
Uon of Ibla act, aod before the eiplratirio of the bre rean 

.* 1.1 >-||uj|beproTen, after doer""'- ■-"' — *"'- 

ictlon or Uie reciter of t 



1 1. A « aaiuilea 6y lAe SmaU and S(nui qf St 
I>r4tmliMm>{flh»UtUtediHatHo/AmtriaHnCm 
draHawamAM.Thataiijpenon nho !■ the head oi , 

nun, aod Ii a cltiieu ot the Uoiled Su»i. or who ihal 
bar* Blul hla iBIenllon to become inch, ai required bj thi 
■aturallialloDlawgofthe United Slatei,ihan.rraai icr 
atlM tbe paau|e of this act, be eotlUed to enter, free ol 

pnUlB laodinblcta mi;, at the time the appilcBtlon L 

krmltj with ibe legal BubdlTlitDns ol public la'sdi, aa< 

%XAitdbiUfurS^ma^"'hit ths penoo ap 
pljlDf fotUw benefit of till! act ihail.upoD appllcalloD u. 
tbanwliterof Ihalaad efllce la which he or ehe Is about 

etallj' BBBtloned la tliU act, and not elt^ker direolljor 

pervons wbomoerer ; aad upon malila^ Uie aCQJavLt ae 
sboTe raqnlred, and flliag tbe affidavit with the re^ieter, 

jmantllf of land already ipeciiled ; Provided, hoantr, 

DBlU lb* upiratlOD of Bre >Un''trom'tee''d'abf o('"ach 



Id provided, further, I 



^baoffed Ida or her resldeDce, or abaadoned the eaid entry 
'at more than all Eoontha at an; time, then, aod In tb'' 

^venuDent, and be dlapoiied of aa other public laode a 
lov bj law, eutilect to an appeal to ttaa Oeneral Lai 
Jfflce. 

I S, And be U fitrl&tr taoDltd, That no Indlrfdi 
^all be permitted (o make more tbaa one entrj uml 
he provtaloaa of tUa acti and that the CommlBsioDer 
Jie General Land Office ia hereby roqi^t 



^.-X' 

r aod proper to carry ILa pr 



lalerer wHli 
exiBtLagpreeniptiOD rigbti. 

The previoua question baring been ordered, 
the House was brought to a direct vote upon 
this bill, without debate. 

A motion to lay the bill on the table was lost 
—Yeas, 77 ; Nays, 113 ; and the bill was then 
passed— Yeas, 120 ; Nays, 76. 

As these two votes were substaDtiallj the 
same, we only give the last one, which was 
upon the passage of tbe bill, and which was as 



Mini.— A66d«, Ibiter, SilfUta, iforte, WiuMfam 

Stti-Biiiesmit^Orafftti, pace, Tappan — S. 
VoMOKT—Morrta. Soyce, Wallon—k 
HimcHCBBTTS. — SuJfliUim, Burlinqame, Oh*iffie, 
Comim, Davie, Daviee, GaoA, Hail, Knapp, Thaytr 

Knoia IsuND.— .St'Ov''™! J>»'J'«— !. 

Naw-Yoai.— jiBdr»uw. Barr, BarTO<tghe, O, B. CoA- 
rant, John Cochrane, Oomlng, .D^id, Fenlon, Qooda^ 
Grantter, Uaakln, Hatch, Board, Kritvy, Maclay, MaC 
iHon, llorgan, Moree, Ifarray. OUn. Palmer, Part«r, 
PoOle, SUHCU, apiiuitr, Tayhir, Ward— ST, 

Niir JiBan.--.Adrlan, Olavieon, Robbine, Wortendykg 

PooisrLvjjtji.— OwoiJb, IHcl, Florence. Grow, Hlek- 
nian,K'«{tik Jr«-H«, Fhllllpa, PutiaTtoe, Reilly, BobtrU, 






Stwart, Xuntel— 18, 

KESTOCEt.— Jewelt— 1, ' 

OsK.^Bltttiham, Bliee, Bnms, Cockerlll, Coi, Oid- 
dinfft. Oroesbeck, Hall, Barlan, ffortan, Lswrenoe, 
LtUer, MUler, Pendleton. Shtrman, Slaulon, Tomp- 
tini, Vallandlgham, H'llde—ll'. 

iBDi.Ki.— Cl«e, Oolfaa, Oarla, Foley, Gregg, fiU^ora, 
PiUU, Wilton— 6. 

iLLinOTS. — Parjuworth, Hodgea, KeUogu, Lov^cy^ 
Morrlfl, Smltb, WaeSbume — T. 

■d.LeaehjWalbridae.Waldrort — L 
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MnssouRi.— Craig— 1. 
GALiFOBNiL—McKlbbln, Scott— 2. Total, 120. 

VATS. 

^EHNSTLVAinA. — Leidy — 1. 

Delaware. — Whiteley— 1. 

Maryland. — Bowie, Davis, Harris, Eunkel, Ricaud, 
Stewart— 6. 

Virginia. — ^Bocock, Gaskie, Edmundson, Faulkner, Gar- 
nett, Goode, Hopkins, Jenkins, Letcher, Millson, Smitli 

North Carolina. — Branch, Craige, Gilmer, RufiBn, 
Scales, Shaw, Vancb, Winslow — 8. 

South Carolina. — Bonham, Boyce, Keitt, McQueen, 
Miles— 5. 

Georgia. — Crawford, Gartrell, Hill, Jackson, Seward, 
Stephens, Trippe, Wrigbtr-8. 

Alabama. — Cobb, Curry, Dowdell, Houston, Moore, 
Shorter, Stallworth— 7. 

Mississippi. — ^Barksdale, Lamar, McRae, Singleton— 4. 

Louisiana. — Eustis — 1 . 

Texas. — Reagan— 1. 

Arkansas. — Greenwood — ^1. 

Tennessee. — Atkins, Avery, Matnard, Ready, Smith, 
Watkins, Wright, Zollicofper — 8. 

Kentucky. — ^Burnett, Marshall, Mason, Peyton,UNDER- 
WOOD — 5. 

Ohio. — Nichols— 1. 

Indiana. — English, Hughes, Nlblack— 8. 

Illinois. — MarshaU, Shaw — 2. 

Missouri.— Anderson, Clark, Woodson— 6. Total, 76. 

Only three Southern members — Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Jewett of Kentucky, and Craig of Mis- 
souri — voted for the bill, thereby marking un- 
mistakably the sectional character of the oppo- 
sition to it. 

The Republican vote, with a solitary excep- 
tion, was given solid for the bill. Of the 
Northern members connected with the Demo- 
cratic party, twenty-nine voted for the bill and 
six voted against it. Thus, of the entire Demo- 
cratic party in the House, a large majority was 
against the bill, but even this is less important 
than the other fact, that the Southern wing of 
the vote was almost unanimously against, it 
being this Southern wing which controls in the 
party councils, and which, when out-voted in 
the House, has other departments of the Gov- 
ernment, the Senate and the President, with 
which it is more powerful, and by means of 
which it has so far rarely failed to defeat mea- 
sures, however popular and beneficial, which it 
dislikes. 

The Homestead bill had now passed the House 
by a decisive majority, but it had yet to encoun- 
ter the more dangerous ordeal of the Senate, in 
which the Democratic majority was larger, and 
in which the representation of the slavehoiding 
States is proportlonably greater. 

No direct vote upon the measure was, in fact, 
reached in the Senate, because the Southern 
managers would not permit it. 

There are two ways of killing off obnoxious 
measures. One is, to act upon them and vote 
them down. Another is, to overslaugh them 
whenever they are proposed, by proceeding to 
consider some other business. This latter me- 
thod is invariably resorted to, where a measure, 
obnoxious to a majority of the Senate, is sup- 
posed to be acceptable to the people. And it 
was precisely by this method, and for that rea- 
son, that the Homestead bill was run over, 
shoved aside, evaded, and left unacted upon, by 
the Senate during its late session. The regular 
appropriation bills and the bill for the purchase 
of Cuba were being pressed upon the time of 
the Senate during the last days of the session, 



both of them commandiDg fhe support of the 

majority of that body. 

On the 11th day of February, Mr. Wade, of 
Ohio, (Con, Giobe, page 1074,) moved to pest> 
pone all prior orders and take up the Homestead 
bill, which had passed the House. The foUojv* 
ing extracts from the debate upon this motion 
wUl exhibit the points made : 

Mr. Wade.— The Homestead bill, to which I am a good 
deal attached, has, I believe, twice passed the House and 
come to this body, but somehow it has had the go-by, and 
we have never had a direct vote upon it here that I know 
of. I do not propose to discuss it for a single moment, and 
I hope none of its friends will debate it, because H has 
been pending before Congress for several years, and I pre- 
sume every senator is perfectly well acquainted with all 
its provisions, and has made up his mind as to the course 
he will pursue in regard to it. I have no hope that any- 
thing I could say would win an opponent of the bill to ii» 
support ; and I hope every friend of the measure will take 
no time in debate, but will try to get a vote upon it, for I 
think it is the great measure of the session. All I want, 
all I ask, is to have a vote upon it. 

Mr. Reid, of North CaroUna.— I think It Is too late in the 
session now to take up this bill to be acted upon here, ^ 
least until we act upon other great measures upon wliich 
there is more unanimity of senUment in the countr7,^and 
a higher sense of duty upon us to pass them during the 
few days of the session that remain. 

Mr. Hunter, of Virginia. — ^I believe that a fortnight from 
to-day will take us to the 8d of March. Now, it is known 
that we have nearly all the important appropriation blDs, 
and one that is unfinished, to take up. I hope there will 
be no effort to press this Homestead bill, so as to displace 
the appropriation bills. I must appeal to the Senate to 
consider how little of the session is now left to us, and 
whether we ought not to take up the appropriation MU and 
dispose of it. 

Mr. Shields, of Minnesota.— The friends of this bUl de- 
sire nothing but a vote upon it, not to waste time In de- 
bate. Let us take It up, and have a fair vote upon it. 

BIr. Hunter — ^I do not conceal the fact that I am very 
much opposed to it ; but I suppose whenever this blU 
comes up, it must be the subject of debate. 

Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts.— I appreciate the anxiety 
of the senator firom Virginia to take up the appropilatloa 
bill ; but I would suggest to that senator that be aUow us 
to take up this bill, and have a vote upon it. I do not 
suppbse that anybody, who is in favor of the measure, de- 
aires to consume the time of the Senate, at this stege of 
the session, by discussing it. It has been discussed before 
the nation. It is well understood. I believe it Is sus* 
tained by an overwhelmning majority of the people of the 
country. 

Mr. Wade. — I have no doubt, f^om the business before 
us, that this is the last opportunity we shall have to act 
upon this great measure, I hope, as I said before, that 
every friend of It will stand by it until it is either triumph- 
ant or defeated, and that, too, in preference to any other 
business that may be urged upon us. As to the appropria- 
tion bills, I have not the least fear but that they will go 
through. Their gravitation carries them through. 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Wade's 
motion was carried by the following vote, the 
Republicans being indicated by italics : 

Tbas- Messrs. Bright, Broderick, (MandUr. OoUafMr^ 
JHaofij DooHttUy JFess&nd&n, Foot, Foster, Owin, BeUs, 
ffamlm^ Jfarlan. Johnson, of Tennessee, King^ Pugh, 
Rice, Seward^ Shields, Simmons^ Smith, Stuart, Trum' 
IfvUy Wade, and TTi^on— 26. 

Navs — Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bepjamln, Bigler, Brown, 
Chestnut, Clay, Clhigman, Davis, Fitch. Fitzpatrick, Green, 
Hammond, Hunter, Iverson, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Pearoe, 
Reid, glidell, Toombs, and Ward— 28. 

Upon an examination of this vote, it will be 
seen that the Republicans voted unanimously 
in the affirmative, and that the Slave State Sen- 
ators were all in the negative, with the soli- 
tary exception of Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee. 
Of the Free State Democrats, Gwin, Bright, 
Pughi Rice, Shields, Smith, and Stuart, all be- 
ing from the new States, voted for Mr. Wade's 
motion. 

The Homestead bill was now up, and, so far 
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as its friends were concerned, nothing was 
asked but a vote, which would not have con- 
sumed ten minutes. But a vote was precisely 
what the Southern managers were determined 
to avoid. 

Instantly, therefore, upon the announcement 
of the success of Mr. Waders motion, which 
brought the bill before the Senate, Mr. Hunter 
took the floor, and moved that it be set aside, 
so as to take up another bill, viz. : the Diplo- 
matic and Consular Appropriation bill. 

No question of order was raised upon this 
motion of Mr. Hunter, but it was well charac- 
terized as ** chilcfs p/a.v," to move to set aside 
a biU, instantly after a vote to take it up. 

Pending some conversational debate upon 
Mr. Hunter^s motion, the hour of twelve o'clock 
arrived, and the Vice-President decided that 
the Cuba bill, having been assigned for that 
hour, was the subject pending before the Senate. 

Hereupon, Mr. Wade moved to postpone the 
twelve o'clock order, and continue the consi- 
deration of the Homestead bill, and this motion 
prevailed by the following vote : 

Tkas— Messrs. Bell, Bright, Broderick, Chandler^ 
Clark^ OoUamer^ DioDon^ DooktUe^ Douglas, Jhirkeei 
Fewendtn^ Faot^ Foster^ HdU^ ffamlin^ Hdrlant 
Johnson of Tennessee, Ki^^ Pugh, Rice, Seward. Sim- 
mons, Smith, StUart, Trv/nibuU, Wads^ and Wilson 
— 2T. 

Nat»— Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bei^amin, Bigler, Brown, 
Olay, Glingman, Dayls, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, 
Hammond, Hunter, Iversons, Johnson, of Arkansas, 
Lane, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Reid, Sebastian, glidell, 
Toomibs, Ward, and Yulee— 26. 

On this vote, an additional Southern Senator, 
Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, ranged himself on the 
side of Homesteads. But this was offset by 
the ratting back to the negative side of Mr. 
Gwin. 

The Homestead bill was now agaiQ before 
the Senate, but the question, as stated by the 
Vice-President, was still upon Mr. Hunter^s 
motion to set it aside, and take up the Consular 
and Diplomatic Appropriation bill. 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, threatened an " ex- 
tended debate^'* upon the Homestead bill, if its 
consideration were insisted upon. He declared, 
at any rate, for himself that he intended to ^*^o 
ifUo it pretty largely, because he had not yet 
knovm^a bill so fraught with mischief and mis- 
chief of the most demoralizing kind.^^ 

Mr. Wade and Mr. Seward, in brief and ener- 
getic terms, exhorted the friends of the bill to 
stand firm. 

TJ^.e vote was then taken upon Mr. Hunter^s 
motion, and resulted as follows : 

Teas. — Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Brown, Olay, Olingmao, Davis, Fitch, Fitspatrick, Green, 
Gwin, Hammond, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, 
Kennedy, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Reid, Sebastian, 
SUdell, Toombs, Ward, and Yulee— 28. 

Nays. — Messrs. Bell, Bright, Broderick, Chandler^ 
Olarkf CoUoAner^ Diooon^ J>ooUttle, Douglas, Dv/rkee, 
Feaeend&n,, Foot, Foster, Hale, JTamUn, Bdrlan, 
Hoa9ton, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Pugh, Rice, 
jS&ward, £Hmmone, Smith, Stuart, TrummUl Wade, and 
Wileon-28. 

The vote being a tie, the Vice-President, Mr. 
Breckinridge, voted in th^ affirmative, and thus* 
after a long struggle, the Homestead bill was, 
for that day, overslaughed. 

Of the twenty-eight votes for overslaughing 
it, all but five are &om the South, and one of 



these five, Mr. Owin, is only a temporary resi- 
dent of a Free State. 

Of the twenty-eight votes in favor of sustain- 
ing the bill, only three are from the South, and 
only one of the three (Johnson of Tennessee,) 
is a Democrat. 

Two days afterward, on the 19th of February, 
Mr. Wade again moved to set aside all prior 
orders and take up the Homestead bill ; but this 
motion was negatived by the following vote : 

TsAS.— Messrs. Broderick, dandier, Clark, CoUamer^ 
IHmon, DooUtUe, Durkee, Feesenden, Foot, Hale 
Hamlin, Harlan, Johnson of Tennessee, Jones, King, 
Pugh, Rice, Senioa/rd, Shields, SHanvtuyM, Stuart, Trwnr^ 
hull, Trd^,and Wilsim^'l/L 

Nats. — Messrs. Allen, Bates, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Bright, Brown, Chestnut, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, 
Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hammond, Houston, 
Hunter, Iverson, Kennedy, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, 
Polk, Reid, Sebastian, Slldeil, Smith, Toombs, Ward, and 
Yulee— 81. 

Upon these two days, the l^th and 19th of 
February, the question was made between the 
consideration of the Homestead bill and the con- 
sideration of the appropriation bills, the neces- 
sity of passing which last bills did not fail to be 
insisted upon by the Democratic managers. At 
a subsequent stage of the session, as will be 
presently seen, the question was made between 
considering the Homestead bill and considering 
the Cuba bill. 

Upon the 26th day of February, upon the oc- 
casion of a motion by Mr. Slidell to postpone 
all prior orders and take up the bill for the pur- 
chase of Cuba, Mr. Doolittle resisted it, and 
called upon the friends of Homesteads to vote 
it down, so that he himself might submit a mo- 
tion to take up the Homestead bill. Mr. Doo- 
little said : 

I think it would be better to take upi. this question of 
the Homestead bill and vote upon it, and then the Cuba 
bill will come up. I ask the friends of the Homestead 
bill now to stand by it and give it-the preference. 

The vote was then taken, and the motion to 
take up the Cuba bill prevailed, as follows : 

Tba8— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bigler* 
Brown, Chestnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitz- 
patrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, Iver- 
son, Jones, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Polk, Pugh, Reid, 
Rice, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, Smith, Stuart, Toombs, 
Ward, Wright, and Yulee— 85. 

Nays— Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Clfvrk, 
Collamer, J>ixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee^ Feesen- 
den, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harla/n, Johnson of 
Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Pearce, Seward, Simmons, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson— %k. 

The Cuba bill was now up, and the discussion 
upon it protracted the session late into the 
night, and almost into the next morning. It 
was distinctly seen during the progress of this 
discussion that it would be without practical re- 
sult, and that no vote could be reached before 
the final adjournment of Congress. 

Accordingly, at ten o'clock in the evening, 
Mr. Doolittle felt it to be his dutv to renew the 

■r 

attempt to set aside the Cuba bill, the subject- 
matter of a manifestly idle debate, so as to take 
up the Homestead bill. His motion to that efiect, 
and the commencement of the debate upon it, 
will be found on page 1351 of the Congres- 
sional Globe. Such extracts are made as will 
exhibit its general character : 

Mr. Trumbull. — If there was any assurance that the 
Homestead bill could be taken up, after the Cuba ques- 
tion was disposed of, I should be willing to see it have 
the go-by on the present occasion ; but we have sought 
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Ur. Doalittle's motion to set aaide the Cuba 
bill for the purpose of uting up the Homestead 
tuti, waa lost, by the following vote: 

Tua— Ueran. Brodericli, Oamtron, Clark, CAt 
OoUamtr.DBoltUie, Fetteaden, Foot, Foita-, 
SaaMit.Sarlan, Johanoa «r TeuKHee, JTifna, S 
Afli««u TivmiuO, Wadt, ud WOtm—Xi. 

NAm-^enn. AUsn,B«oJamlii,B>}'ud,Blgler,_._ _, 
OhutBDt, Civ, CUnoBu. Ilouglu, fHch. tlUpsUlck, 
Otmii, fiirfn, Hmiter, iTttwn.JabiiuB or Ailiuuu, Lsue^ 
1UU«J, Huon, Polk, Pngli, Held, Rloe, gebaMiim, Bblelda, 
filldsl], Toombi, Wud and Wrlgbl— HI. 

This was the last attempt made to get up tbi 
EoiueateBd bill in the Senate. It bad first beei 
OTerslaughed by the appropriatloD bille, am 
no<r by the Cuba bill, and no eipectatioi 
remained of reaching it during the few remain 
Ing days of the seasion. The Republicans, nho 
had endeaTored to get it up in all forms and 
all occasions without success, felt it to be th' 
duty to abandon a manifestly hopeless strngg 

From this review of the voles in the Seui 
sad House, it will be seen that Che (wo great 
national parties, the one representing the rights 
and interests of free labor, and the other repre- ; 
senting the pretenaions of Negro Slavery, have 
come to a well-defined issue upon this gre&t 
matter of the dieposltion of the Pablic Domain. 
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SolMequeDUy, a motion was made bj Ki. Love- 
Joj, to reconsider the vote by wliich the bill 
had been referred to tlie Committee of the 
Whole. Od Honda;, March 12, Hr. Lovejoj 
called up this motion, and tinder the operation 
of the previons question, it was agreed to, 106 
to HI, as follows : 

TMU.-^lean. Adtaln, Aldrlch, Aihlfjr. BabblU, 

Bliitliain,Blak«, Bufflikran. QurllnKT^- " *--" "-- — 

Canw, OiM, J<An CooAnmB, Colfi 
CorwlD, OoTDde, Cb«, James On 



Cue, Onlf«, Jihn O. Davli, Buoii, 

EngllOt, Bdiman, Kllgore. tfifiioofc Porler, Wllion— 1». 

"■ lond, ^om«C«oW>Hiiti. a " '"--'■'■ ' 

■i.— CunU, Tanaeior— 8. ' 






., M^lman, MouMrti, H 



i, kail. 



.—Bocock, DiJnn 






Bdnm Jar Uorrla, U 



D. IfarHn, HaLlamand, 
a,'PBndlrlrm, Penf, For- 

vu, svipvwB, PDVnuuj, DDUivri,SplDIWr,ataDtOD,,$e(niip 

BtnltoD, Tappu, DiajH. TompklDi, Train. Trimble, 
TiUattatgham, Vaodanr, Vanw, Waldnm, Walbn, Cad- 
•alwttr A WMUmrn, nlbn B. Watiibsros, Iirsel Aaih- 
bufs, W«Ut, WlDdom, and Waodnff— 10B, 

Nin — MeBn. Gud Adiub, TAonual, Amltnim, 
WiuuK 0. Ainasov. Attrv, £arlc»dalt, Bococt, Son- 
ABBt,Baiiis(Hi, J)r<HKA,BB»niw,.Stirc^A>nwCl, CMop- 
(», (Mb, Oitrry, AsubM Davit, D»Jamttle,Sl- 
— ,...„.. ■ ttt, Oarlrea, lia^ 



U. Haiub, Bufflitt, 

luiniA.— jjocuKT, i«."(r7inMP, EdmwndXnl^ 

Jtatini, Ulaht. Stbtrt 8. MaHin, WO* 
- n-.-.ij — "-iUl— 10. 

■Bnmih, B\L»a,Rvffla, WiLl 

Lone, DnrfSTMDod— 1 
hatA Moore, Aicrn— 



K, button, Sachet, Jaekaan, JmMnti'tfbnw, 

wiar,Landrum,Ltakt,Jj>te,'lti.iua,i,Slbtrt 

& mmtn, llATiAm, XcOutm, McSae, JOUt, MiUmn, 
—"temtni,ViumiJifaiadi,JI-o4ll, PagUxi, Fryor, 
I, Aivan, Ri^n, Sictlca, simmt, ^nultten. 



(nHl«>twa^Tuoa,WaB*iui. WMUi^, Woode<ni,a 
Diuia ', Democrat! In ItaUea ; Ami 



So the motiaD was reconsidered, and the bill 
WM before Che House. Hr. Lot^'oj moved that 
the blUbe engrossed and read a third timt, Hr. 
Branob (S. C.) moved to lair the bill on the 
table. Lost, 62 to 112, the jeas being all from 
the Sonth, except Mr. Monlgoinerj, Democrat, of 
PennajIvaDia, and the najs all from the North, 
•loept Ur. Junes Craig, Democrat, of Missouri. 

So the House refused to lay tbe bill on the 
table ; and it was read a third time and passed. 

The vote was as follows— The Republicans in 
Koman, the Administration Democrats in Ilalia, 
the. Americans in small caps, and tbe Anti- 
LecomptoQ Democrats in Roman spaced: 

Haam— roiMr, h-eacii, Moris, Perrf , SDma, Iiraet 
Waikbom— t. 

Nnr.BAKFSnai.~Har(loa, t.ppan— 3. 

Tauun.— MgrtUI, Bojca. Walun— S. 

KAMAOBnsnn.— BuBntoD, Diwea, Delaoo, Dllsi, 
OoMbjBlee, Thanr, Train— S. 

BBaoa-IaLAm.— OhrlitaplHr RoblDMo— 1. 

Nnr-YoaK.— Avr, BUDOe, Onrter, John CboftriHM, 
OtoUJu SiHll, rcDWn, Frank. Graham, Haektn, 
Heard. Hnmpbrej, Lee, itaelay, MoKean, OIkn, Potda, 
anUm, Ifeaniiar, 4u W^ek, Vlilt-ti. 






,Uy-l- 



frtf-1. 



iix, jackvm, jbnt 



iB,—BamUb>n, Beaton— 2. 
.. .io'im.-Thi>makuAdrr,»m,]7ota.Woodaon-t 

Nitaij't, a-Kjira, Wrii/M—T. 

RuiiTuw, BimiU, UiLuiav, PryUnt, Bmmt, ^cen- 
Kfi— S. TaWl,aG. 

All from Slave Slnies except Montgoraerj, 
Dcm., of Pcnnsjlvanln. 

This bill was sent to the Senate, whereit was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and on the iTth of April, Mr. Johnson, of Ten- 
nessee, the Chairman of that Committee, re- 
ported a substitute for the House hill, granting 
Homesteads to actual settlers, at 25 cents per 
acre, but not including preiimptors (ben occu- 
pying the Public Lands. When this bill came 
before the Senate for action, Ur. Wadej uf 
Ohio, moved V amend, bj substituting the 
House bill, which was lost, 26 to fll, as follows : 



K.ra—Meiin.'Bayanl, BlKler, Dr»M, Bright, Brown, 
OreeS. l3wln.^'H™ttSd!"l!^'pb'll, Bnnler.^wmn; 

burr, Sebullaa.'Slldell, Wlgtall, and Yale^-81, ' 

Teas, all Republicans except three, Douglas, 
Rice, and Toombs. Nafs, nil Democrats. 

The Senate finnllj, on the 10th May, passed 
Mr; Johnson's bill, M to 8, the Nays being 
Messrs. Bragg, Clingman, Hamlin, Hunter, 
Mason, Fesrce, Powell and Toombs. The House 
refused to concur ; tbe Sciiiite refused to recede, 
and the result wss a protracted conference on 
llie part of Committees of the two Houses, 
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on the 19th June, bj the House accepting the 
hienate bill with slight amendments. On that 
day Mr. Schuyler Colfax reported to the House 
QS follows: 

Mr. Colfax.— I rise to a question of privilege. I am in- 
structed by the Committee of Conference on tlie disagree- 
ing votes of the two Houses on the Homestead bill, to 
report that, after twelve meetings of the three different 
Conferences that have been appointed, they this morn- 
ing finally agreed. I hold in my hand the report of the 
Committee, which can be read if any gentleman desires 
it. But perhaps it would render the report clearer and 
more intelligible if I should briefly state its leading fea- 
tures. The ijenate bill all the members of the House are 
familiar with. The Conferees upon the part of the House 
finding, after the most earnest efforts, that it would be 
utterly impossible for them to induce the Senate to agree 
to the House bill, have been discussing what changes 
could be made in the Senate bill, so as to render it accep- 
table enough for the House to accept, rather than the 
whole should fail. '1 hey have finally agreed upon a report 
as follows : In the first place, I will say that the bill, as it 
passed the Senate, provided that the preemptors now 
upon the public lands might remain there two years be- 
fore they should be required to purchase their lands, but 
should then pay for them at the rate of $1 25 per acre, 
thus removing them entirely from within the purview of 
the benefits which would apply to the settlers hereafter 
upon the public lands. This point the House Conferees 
refused to accede to, and if persisted in, we should have 
again reported a disagreement. Finally, tiowever, a 
compromise was arranged on this point, and to protect 
the preemptors now on the Government land, which was 
to be advertised this fall for sale, we changed the Senate 
bill so as to protect them for at least two years from land 
sales, and to allow them then to secure their homes at 
One half the Government price, namely sixty-two and 
a-half ceuts per acre. 1 need scarcely add, that, if the 
Senate could have been induced to give them the benefit 
of their twenty-flve-cent-per-acre provision, we should 
have insisted on it inflexibly; but what I have stated is 
the very lowest point that could be obtained. The second 
change we have made in the Senate bill is in relation to 
the scope of .land coming under the operations of the 
law. The House bill embraced ail the Government land, 
offered or unoffered, except such as was specially re- 
served. The Senate bill confined its provisions to laud 
subject to private entry, exclusively. As I have explain- 
ed ou a former occasion, the expression ^' subject to pri- 
vate entry*' means such as are left after the lands have 
been once regularly brought into market, exposed to 
public sale, and the speculators have taken such as they 
see fit to purchase. The difference between these two 
bills seemed so radical as to be incapable of adjustment ; 
and the scope of farming land covered by the Senate bill 
was so limited, there being but little, if any, in Minnesota, 
Kansas, Nebraska, California, Oregqp, and Washington, 
that the House conferees declined to accept it. But on 
this, too, we finally effected a compromise. By our re- 
port, all the land subject to private entry is included, 
and, in addition^ all the odd-numbered sections of the 
surveyed public lands, which have not been opened to 
public sale— a most material and beneficent enlargement 
of the Senate bilL We were offered, after this agreement, 
whichever half of the unoffered landa^e chose, and we 
took the odd-numbered sections. The reason for this 
was, that tlie 16th section of a township, being reserved 
for school purposes by our land laws, the four adjoining 
sections to it, on the north, west, east, and south, are sec- 
tions 9, 15, 17, and 21, all odd-numbered sections, which 
are thus saved for homestead settlers, who have reserved 
for them IS out of the 85 disposable sections in each town- 
ship of six miles square. 

On all these lands, actual settlers, who are heads of 
families, are allowed, after having occupied the land for 
five years, to purchase at 25 cents per acre, which is 
about the average cost price of the public lands to the 
Government. We struggled, of course, to Include all 
young men over 21 who are not heads of families, and to 
adopt the Free Homestead principle of the House bill ; 
but on these points the Senate was infiexible, and we 
took what we did because it was the very best we could 
get. The Senate bill originally provided that the Home- 
stead settler might acquire title to his land at any time 
by paying full Government prices ; bat desiring to pro- 
mote actual settlement, we now provide that he cannot 
do this till after he has been on the land six months. 
When he stays, or hU family if he deceases, the full five 
years he obtains It at 25 cents per acre. The Senate 
have also agreed to strike out the ^hth section of their 
bill, which made U Imperative upon the Preiidwt to ex« 



pose an pvblle tandi to sale wMrin two rMM after 
shall have been surveyed, which we held vronldi be 
peculiarly oppressive upon the pioneers who had gen e 
to the frontier to settle upon the public lands, and te 
which we could never have consen.ed. Now, Mr 
Speaker, I desire to state, in conclusion, that the com- 
promise we have made upon the subject is not in aceei^ 
ance with what I should desire to have passed, if I bad 
the power to frame the bill myself ; but It Is the verj u^ 
most we could obtidn ftoia the Senate, as now conitip 
tuted. The Senators who served with as on the Confe> 
rence have been notified by me, and also by my ooUeagne 
(Mr. Windom, of Minnesota,) that we regard this as bat 
a single step in advance toward a law whioh we shall de- 
mand from the American Congress, enacting a compre* 
hensive and liberal Homestead policy. This we have 
agreed to as merely an aea/ni courrier. We shall de- 
mand it at the next session of Congress, and until it to 
granted ; until all the public lands shall be open to all 
the people of the United States ; and I state this publi<^, 
that no one shall regard us as estopped hereafter, be- 
cause we accepted this half-way measure rather tiian to 
allow the whole to falL I should have added that aU 
persons, whether citizens or those who have only declared 
their intentions, are allowed to go on the lands under 
this bill ; but are required to perfect their naturalisation 
before the five years expire, and the patent issues. I now 
demand the previous question on concurring on the re> 
port of the Committee, and passing the bill as thos 
amended. 

Mr. Farnsworth.^1 desire to ask the gentleman from 
Indiana whether this bill confines its benefits to Uiose 
who are heads of families. 

Mr. Colfax.— It does, because we failed, despite oar 
utmost efforts, in procuring its extension to all ; but we 
shall appeal to the young men to demand of those who 
make and who execute the laws, that the system In- 
augurated by this bin, shall be widened so as to admit 
tliem to its benefits, and I will join them in this demand. 

Mr. Grow.— 1 just desire to say that we have taken this 
bill, not because it is what we want, bul on the principle 
that " half a loaf is better than no bread.*' 

Tlie House agreed to the Report of the Com- 
mittee, 115 to 51, as follows: 

Tkas.— Messrs. Ashley, Babbitt, Barr, Bingham, Franeto 
P. Blair, Samuel S. Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, Baffin- 
ton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfleld. Campbell, 
Carey, Carter, Case, Horace F. Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Cor- 
win, Covode, Cox, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, 
Dueil, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Elliot, Ely, Ferry, Flo- 
rence, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, Gar- 
ley, Hale, Hail, Haskin, Helmick, Hoard, Wra. Howard, 
Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkln, Francis W. Kellogg, Wm. 
Kellogg, Kenyon, KlUinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Long- 
necker, Loomls, Maclay, Marston, McKean, BIcKnight, 
McPherson, Mlilward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward J07 
Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Niblack, Nixon, Olln, 
Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Potter, 
Kice, Kiggs, Christopher Robinson, Koyce, Sedgwidc, 
Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, William 
Stewart, Stout, Tappan, Taylor, Thayer, Theaker, Tomp 
kins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Verres, 
Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Eiihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Windom, and Woodruff 
—115. 

Nats— Messrs. Green Adams, William C. Anderson, 
Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, Bonham, Boyoe, 
Brabson, Branch, Burnett, Clopton, Burton Craige, Craw- 
ford, Curry, De Jarnette, Gilmer, Hardeman, J. Morri- 
son Harris, John T. Harris, Hatton, Houston, Jenkins, 
Jones, Keitt, Landrum, James M. Leach, Leake, Love, 
Mallory, Maynard, McQueen, Miles, Miilson, Sydenham 
Moore, Nelson, Peyton, Quarles, Keagan, Ruffin, Wik- 
11am Smith, William N. IL Smith, Stevenson, Stokee, 
Thomas, Underwood, Vance, Webster, Wlnslow, Wood- 
son, and Wright— 51. 

The nays are all from the Slave States. 

The Senate agreed to the report of the Con- 
ference Committee^ 36 to 2 — Messrs. Bragg and 
Pearce. 

The following is the bill as it was finally 
reported by the Conference Committee and 
passed both Houses : 

AKACTto eeeurs JBomeateads to tmiual tMlert tm 

the Pttblio Domain, and/or otker purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houne qf Reprwei^ 

lives <]f the UnUed States of America in QmQrem 

atsemoiedt That any person who is the head of a family, 
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and a citfsen of the United States, shall, from and after 
the passage of this act, be entitled to enter one quarter- 
■BCtlon of yacant and unappropriated public lands, or 
any less quantity, to l>e located in a body, in conformity 
with the legal subdirisions of the public lands, after the 
tane shall have been surveyed, upon the following con- 
ditions : that the person applying for the benefit of this 
aet shall, upon application to the register of the land-ofiBce 
in which he or slie is about to make such entry, make 
affidarit before the said register or receiver of said land- 
olBee that he or she is the head of a family, and is actually 
settled un the quarter-section, or other subdivision noc 
ex(weding a quarter-section, proposed to be entered, and 
that sach application is made for his or her use and 
benefit, or for tlie use and benefit of those specially 
mentioned in this section, and not either directly or 
iadlreotly for the use or beneft,^ of any other person or 
persona whomsoever, and that he or siie has never at any 
previous time, had the benefit of this act ; apd upon 
making the affidavit as above required, and filing the 
game with the register, he or she shall thereupon be per- 
mitted to enter the quantity of land already specified : 
.Frovidsdf however^ That no final certificate shall be 
giveo, or patent issued therefor, until the expiration of 
five years from the date of such entry ; and if, at the ex- 

BiriU^on of such time, the person making such entry, or, 
' he be dead, his widow, or, In case of her death, his 
rlUld or children, or in case of a widow making such 
entry, her child or children, in case of her death, shall 
prove, by two credible witnesses, tliat he, she, or they — 
^at is to say. some member or members of the same 
Cnmily— has or nave erected a dwelling-house upon said 
landi, and continued to reside upon and cultivate the 
same for the term of five years, and still reside upon the 
same (and that neither the said land or any part thereof 
has l>een alienated) ; then, in such case, he, she, or they, 
upon the payment of 25 cents per acre for the quantity 
entered, shall be entitled to a patent, as in other cases 
provided by law: And provide further^ In case of the 
death of both father and mother, leaving a minor chihi or 
children, the right and the fee shall inure to the benefit 
of said minor child or children, and the guardian shall be 
authorised to perfect the entry for the beneficiaries, as if 
there had been a continued residence of the settler for 
five years. Provided^ That nothing in this section shall 
be so construed as to embrace or in any way include any 
fnarter-section or fractional quarter-section of land upon 
which any preemption right has been acquired prior to the 
passage of tliis act. And provided further. That all en- 
tries made under the provisions of this section, upon lands 
¥Mohha4>€not he^n offered for public sale, shall be con- 
JbUd to and upon eeetions designated by odd numbers. 

I a. And be U further enaotedj That the register of the 
Land Office shall note all such applications on the tract 
books and plats of his office, and 'keep a register of all 
■och entries, and make return thereof to the General 
Land Office, together with the proof upon which they 
have been founded. 

% 8. And be it further enacted^ That no land acquired 
■nder the provisions of this act shall In any event, be- 
oome liable to the satisfaction of any debt or debts until 
•ftor the Issuing of the patent therefor. 

$ 4. And be it further enaated. That if, at any time 
after filing the affidavit, as requUred in the first section 
of this actL and before the expiration of the five years 
aforesaid, it shall be proved, after due notice to the set- 
tler, to the satisfaction of the register of the Land Office, 
that tihe person having filed such affidavit shall have 
sworn falsely in any particular, or shall have voluntarily 
abandoned the possession and cultivation of the said 
land for more than six months at any time, or sold his 
right under the entry, then, and in either of those 
events, the register shall cancel the entry, and the land so 
tnlered shall revert to the Government, and be disposed 
of as other public lands are now by law, subject to an 
appeal to the Secre:ary of the Interior. And in no case 
■hall any land, the entry whereof shall have been can- 
eelled, again be subject to occupation, or entry, or pur- 
ehase, until the same shall have been reported to the 
General Land Office, and, by the direction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, again advertised and offered 
at public sale. 

§5. And be it further enacted. That if any person, 
now or hereafter, a resident of any one of the States or 
Territories, and not a citizen of the United States, but 
who at the time of making such application for the bene- 
fit of this act, shaU luive filed a declaration of inten- 
tUm^ as required by the naturalization laws of the 
United States, and shall have become a citizen of the 
same before the issuing of the patent as provided for in 
this act, such person shall be entitled to all the rights 
oonferred by this act. 
%t. And be it further enacted. That no individual 



shnll be permitted to enter more than one quarter-see- 
tion or fractional quarter-section, and that in a compact 
body ; but entries may be made at different times, under 
the provisions of this act ; and that the Secretary of the 
Interior is hereby required to prepare and issue, from 
time to time, such rules and regulations, consistent with 
this act, as shall be necessary and proper to carry its 
provisions into effect ; and that the registers and re- 
ceivers of the several land offices shall be entitled to 
receive, upon the filing of the first affidavit, the sum of 
50 cents each and a like sum upon the issuing of the 
final certificate. But this shall not be construed to en- 
large the maximum of compensation now prescribed by 
law for any register or receiver : Frof>ided, That no- 
thing in this act shall be so construed as to impair the 
existing preemption, donation, or gi'aduation laws, or to 
embrace lands which have been reserved to be sold or 
entered at the price of $2 50 per acre ; butfio entry, 
imder said graduaiion act, shall be allowed %mtil 
after proof of actual settlement and cultivation or oo- 
cupancy for at least three months, as provided for in 
Sec. 8 of the said act. 

§ 7. And be it further enacted. That each actual set- 
tler upon lands of the United States, which have not been 
offered at public sale, upon filing his declaration or claim, 
as now reqtdred by law, shall be entitled to two years 
from the commencement of his occupation or settlement ; 
or, if the lands have not been surveyed, two years from 
the receipt of the approved plat of such lands at the Dis- 
trict Land Office, within which to complete the proofs of 
his said claim, and to enter and pay for the land so 
claimed, at minimum price of such lands ; and where such 
settlements have already been made in good faith, the 
claimant shall be entitled to the said period of two years 
from and after the date of this act ; Provided, That no 
claim of preemption shall be allowed for more than 160 
acres, or one-quarter section of land, nor shall any such 
claim be admitted under the provisions of this act, unless 
there shall have been at least three months of actual and 
continuous residence upon and cultivation of the land so 
claimed from the date of settlement, and proof thereof 
made according to law ; Provided further, That any 
claimant under the preemption laws may take less than 
IdO acres by legal subdivisions ; Provided further, That 
all persons who are preemptora, on the date of this act, 
shall, upon the payment to the proper authority «/62i 
cents per acre, if paid within two years from the pas- 
sage of this act, be entitled to a patent from the Govern- 
ment, as now provided by the existing preemption laws. 

§ 8. And be it further enacted. That the 5th section 
of the act entitled ** An act in addition to an act more 
effectually to provide for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes," ap- 
proved the 8d of March, in the year 1S57, shall extend to 
all oaths, affirmations, and affidavits reqtdred or author- 
ized by this act. 

§ 9. And be it further enacted. That nothing in this 
act shall be so construed as to prevent any person who 
has availed him or herself of the benefit of the first section 
of this act from paying the minimum price, or the price 
to which the same may have graduated, for the quantity 
of land so entered at any time after an actual settlement 
of six months, and before the expiration of the five years, 
and obtaining a patent therefor from the Government, as 
in other cases provided by law. 

§ 10. And be it furtlier enacted. That all lands lying 
within the limits of a State which have been subject to 
sale at private entry, and which remain unsold after the 
lapse of thirty years, shall be, and the same are hereby, 
ceded to the State in which the same may be situated ; 
Provided, These cessions shall in no way invalidate any 
inceptive preemption right or location, or any entry under 
this act, nor any sale or sales which may be made by the 
United States before the lands hereby ceded shall be cer- 
tified to the State, as they are hereby required to be, under 
such regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretaiy 
of the Interior. And provided further, Tliat no cessions 
shall take effect until after the States, by legblative act, 
shall have assented to the same. • 

On the 23d, the President returned the bill to 
the Senate with his veto, as follows : 

THE HOMESTEAD BILL. 

TETO MESSAOIO OF THE PRKSIDBNT. 

7b the Senate of the United States. 

1 return, witli my objections, to the Senate, in which 
it originated, the bill entitled * An act to secure Home- 
steadi to actual settlers on the public domain and for 
other purposes,^' presented to me on the 80th instant. 
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This bill gives to erery citizen of the United States, 
** who is the head of a family/' and to every person of 
foreign birUi residing in the country, who has declared 
bis intention to become a citizen, thoagh he may not be 
the head of a family, the privilege of appropriating to 
himself one hundred and sixty acres of Government 
land, of settling find residing upon it for five years ; and 
should his residence continue until the end of this period, 
he shall then receive a patent on the payment of twenty- 
five cents per acre, or one-fifth of the present Govern- 
ment price. During this period, the land is protected 
from all the debts of the settler. 

This bill also contains a cession to the States of all the 
public lands within their respective limits " which have 
been subject to sale at private entry, and which remain 
lusold after the lapse of thirty years." This provision 
embraces a present donation to the States of twelve mil- 
lions two hundred and twenty-nine thousand seven hun- 
dred and thirty-one acres, and will, from time to time, 
transfer to them large bodies of such lands which, from 
peculiar circumstances, may not be absorbed by private 
purchase and settlement. 

To the actual settler, this bill does not make an abso- 
lute donation ; but the price is so small that it can 
scarcely be called a sale. It is nominally twenty-five 
cents per acre ; but considering this is not to be paid un- 
til the end of five years, it is, in fact, reduced to about 
eighteen cents per acre, or one-seventh of the present 
mioimum price of the public lands. In regard to the 
States, it is an absolute and unqualified gift. 

I. This state of the facts raises the question whether 
Congress, under the Constitution, has the power to give 
away the public lands, either to States or individuals. 
On this question, I expressed a decided opinion in my 
message to the House of Representatives, of the 24th 
February, 1859, returning the agricultural college bill. 
This opinion remains unchanged. The argument then 
used applies, as a constitutional objection, with the 
greater force to the present bill There it had the plea 
of consideration, growing out of a specific beneficial pur- 
pose ; here, it is an absolute gratuity to the State without 
the pretext of consideration. I am compelled, for want 
of time, in these last hours of the session, to quote 
largely from this message 

I presume the general proposition will be admitted, 
that Congress does not possess the power to make do- 
nations of money, already in the Treasury, raised by 
taxes on the people, either to States or individuals. 

But it is contended that the public lands are placed 
tipon a different footing from money raised by taxation, 
and that the proceeds arising from their sale are not 
subject to the limitations of the Constitution, but may 
be appropriated or g^ven away by Congress, at its own 
discretion, to States, corporations, or individuals, for 
any purpose they may deem expedient. 

The advocates of this bill attempt to sustain their po- 
sition upon the language of the second clause of the 
third section of the fourth article of the Constitution, 
wUch declares that " the Congress shall have power to 
dispose of, and make all needful rules and regulations 
respecting the territory or other property belonging to 
the United States." They contend that, by a fab: inter- 
pretation of the words "dispose of" in this clause, 
Congress possesses the power to make this gift of pub- 
lic lands to the States for purposes of education. 

It would require clear and strong evidence to induce 
the belief that the firamers of the Constitution, after 
having limited the powers of Congress to certain, pre- 
cise, and specific objects, intended, by employing the 
words " dispose of," to give that body unlimited power 
over the vast public domain. It would be a strange 
anomaly indeed, to have created two funds, the one by 
taxation, confined to the execution of the enumerated 
powers delegated to Congress, and the other firom 
the public lands, applicable to all subjects, foreign and 
domestic, which Congress might designate. That this 
fund should be " disposed of," not to pay the debts of 
the United States, nor '* to raise and support armies," 
nor " to provide and maintain a navy," nor to accom- 
plish any one of the other great objects enumerated in 
the Constitution, but be diverted from them to pay the 
debts of the States, to educate their people, and to 
carry into effect any other measure of their domestic 
policy — ^this would be to confer upon Congress a vast 
and irresponsible authority, utterly at war with the 
well-known Jealousy of the Federal power wliich pre- 
vailed at the formation of the Constitution. The na- 
tural intendment would be that, as the Constitution 
confined Congress to well-defined specific powers, the 
funds placed at their command, whether in. land or 
money, should be appropriated to the performance of 
the duties corresponding with these powers. If not, a 
Government has been created, with ail its otiier powers 



careftilly limited, bat without vaj limitation in req»a0t 

to the public lands. 

But I cannot so read the words "disposed of *' as to 
make them embrace the idea of " giving away.** The 
true meaning of words is always to be ascertained by the 
subject to which they are applied, and the known general 
intent of the lawgiver. Congress is trustee under the 
Constitution for the people of the United States to " dis- 
pose of " their public lands, and I thfaik I may venture to 
assert with confidence that no case can be found in which 
a trustee in the position of Congress has been authorized 
to " dispose of'*'' property by its owner, where it has ever 
been held that these words authorized such trustee to ^ve 
away the fund intrusted to his care. No trustee, inieo 
called upon to account for the disposition of the property 
placed under his management before any judiduU tribu- 
nal, would venture to present such a plea in his defense. 
The true meaning of these words is clearly stated by 
Chief Justice Taney in deUvering the opinion of the Court 
(19 Howard, p. 486). He says, in reference to tills clause 
of the Constitution, "It begins its enumeration of powers 
by that of disposing ; in other words, making sale of the 
lands, or raising money from them, which, as we have air 
ready said, was the main object of the cession (firom the 
States), and which is the first thing provided for in the 
article." It is unnecessary to refer to the history of the 
thnes to establish the known fact that this statement of 
the Chief Justice is perfectly well founded. That it never 
was intended by the fhimers of the Constitution that thoe 
lands should be given away by Congress is manifest tnm 
the concluding portion of the same clause. By it, Con> 
gross has power not only "to dispose of" the territory, 
but of the " other property of the United States." In the 
language of the Chief Justice (p. 487), " And the same 
power o^ making needfiil rules respecting the territory is 
m precisely the same language applied to the other pro- 
perty of the United States, associating the power over the 
territory, in this respect, with the power over movable or 
personal property— that is, the ships, arms, or mnnitiions 
of war, which tiien belonged in common to the State sove- 
rVlgnties." 

The question is still clearer in regard to the public lands 
hi the States and Territories within the Louisiana and 
Florida purchases. These lands were paid for out of the 
public Treasury from money raised by taxation. Now, if 
Congress had no power to appropriate the money ^rith 
which these lands were purchased, is it .not clear that the 
power over the lands is equally limited ? The mere con- 
version of this money into land could not confer upon 
Congress new power over the disposition of land which 
they had not possessed over money. If it could, then a 
trustee, by changing the character of the fimd intrusted 
to his care for special objects from money into land, ml|^ 
give the land away, or devote it to any pjorpoee he thouf^t 
proper, however foreign from the trust. The inference Is 
irresistible that this land partakes of the very same cha- 
racter with the money paid for it, and can be devoted to 
no objects different trora those to which the money could 
have been devoted. If this were not the case, then, by 
the purchase of a new Territory from a foreign govern- 
ment out of the public Treasury, Congress could enlarge 
their own powers, and appropriate ti^e proceeds of the 
sales of the land thus purchased, at their own discretioEU 
to other and far different objects from what they could 
have applied the purchase money which had been raised 
by taxation. 

IL It will prove unequal and unjust in its operation 
among the actual settlers themselves. 

The first settlers of a new country are a most moito- 
rious class. They brave the dangers of savage warfare, 
suffer the privations of a frontier life, and, with the hand 
of toil, bring the wilderness into cultivation. The ** old 
settlers," as they are everywhere called, are public bene- 
factors. This class have all paid for their lands, the 
government price, or $1 25 per acre. They have con- 
structed roads, established schools, and laid the founds* 
tion of prosperous Commonwealths. Is it just, is it 
equal, that, after they have accomplished all this by their 
labor, new settlers should come in among them and re- 
ceive their farms at the price of twenty-five or eighteen 
cents per acre ? Surely tlie old settlers, as a class, are 
entitled to at least equal benefits with the new. If you 
give the new settlers tlieir lands for a comparatively 
nominal price, upon every principle of equality and 
justice, you will be obliged to refund out of the common 
Treasury the difference which the old have paid above 
the new settlers for tlieir land. 

IIL This bill will do great injustice to the old soldiers 
who have received land warrants for their services in 
fighting the battles of their country. It will greatly 
reduce the market value of these warrants. Already 
their value lias nunk, lor one hundred and sixty acre 
warrants, to sixty-deven cents per acre, under an appro- 
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hension that such a measure as this might become a law. 
What price would they command, when any head of a 
family may take possession of a quarter section of land, 
and not pay for it until the end of five years, and then 
at the rate of only iwenty-flve cents per acret The 
magnitude of the mterest to be affected will appear in the 
&ct that there are outstanding unsatisfied land warrants 
reaching back to tlie last war with great Britain, and 
even Revolutionary times, amounting in round numbers, 
to seven and a half millions acres. 

lY. This bill win prove unequal and unjust in its opera- 
tion, because, from its nature, it is confined to one class 
of our people. It is a boon expressly conferred upon the 
cultivators of the soil. While it is cheerfully admitted 
that these are the most numerous and useful class of our 
feUow citizens, and eminently deserve all the advantages 
which oar laws have already extended to them, yet there 
shoald be no new legislation which would operate to the 
injury or embarrassment of the large body of respectable 
artisans and laborers. The mechanic who emigrates to 
the West, and pursues his calling, must labor long before 
he can purchase a quarter-section of land ; while the 
tUler of the soil who accompanies him obtains a farm at 
once by the bounty of the Government. The numerous 
body of mechanics in our large cities cannot, even by 
emigrating to tlie West, take advantage of the provisions 
of this bill without entering upon a new occupation, fur 
which their habits of life have rendered them unfit. 

T. This bill is unjust to the old States of the Union in 
many respects; and among these States, so far as the 
public lands are concerned, we may enumerate every 
State east of the Mississippi, with the exception of Wis- 
conein and a portion of Minnesota. 

It is a common belief, within thehr limits, that the older 
Mates of the Confederacy do not derive their propor- 
tionate benefit from the public lands. This is not a just 
(q^tinion. It is doubtful whether they could be rendered 
more beneficial to these States under any other system 
than that which at present exists. Their proceeds go into 
the common Treasury to accomplish the objects of the 
Gtovemment, and in this manner all the States are bene- 
fited in just proportion. But to give this common inherit- 
ance away would deprive the old States of their just 
proportion of this revenue, without holding out any, the 
teut, corresponding advantage. While it is our common 
g^ory that the new States have become so prosperous and 
popnloos, tiiere is no good reason why the old States 
sfawild offer premiums to their own citizens to emigrate 
from them to the West. That land of promise presents in 
Itself sufficient allurements to our young and enterprising 
citlsens, without any adventitious aid. The offer of free 
fiffms would probably have a powerful effect in encourag- 
ing emigration, especially from States like Illinois. Ten- 
nessee, and Kentucky, to the west of the Mississippi, and 
ooold not fail to reduce the price of property within their 
fiinita. An incUvidual in States thus situated would not 
pay its fair value for land when, by crossing the Mississip- 
pi, he could go upon the public lands, and obtain a farm 
almost without money and without price. 

TL This bill will open one vast field for speculation. 
Men will not pay $1 25 for lands, when they can pur- 
chase them for one-fifth of that price. Large numbers of 
actoal settlers will be carried out by capitalists upon 
i^ireements to give them half of the land for the improve- 
ment of the other half. This cannot be avoided. Secret 
agreements of this kind will be numerous. In the entry 
01 gradoated lands, the experience of the Land Office 
JosniaeB tUs objection. 

TUL We ought ever to maintain the most perfect 
eqpmUty between native and naturalized citizens. They 
are eqoali and ought always to remain equal, before the 
laws. Our laws welcome foreigners to our shores, and 
thefar rights will ever be respected. While these are the 
sezUbnents on which I have acted through life, it is not, 
In my opinion, expedient to proclaim to all the nations of 
the earth that whoever shall arrive in this country from 
a fordgn shore, and declare his intention to become a 
dtlsen, shall receive a farm of 160 acres, at a cost of 25 
or 80 cents per acre, if he will only reside on it and culti- 
vate It. The invitation extends to all ; and if this bill 
becomes a law, we may have numerous actual settlers 
from China, and other Eastern nations, enjoying its bene- 
fits on the great Pacific slope. The bill makes a distinc- 
tion in ftiTor of such persons over native and naturalized 
cititens. When applied to such citizens, it is confined to 
such as are the heads of families ; but when applicable to 
persons of foreign birth recently arrived ou our shores, 
there is no 8tt<^ restriction. Such persons need not be 
the heads of fiunilies, provided they have filed a declara- 
tkm of intention to become citizens. Perhaps this dis- 



tinction was an inadvertence ; but, it is, nevertheless, a 
part of the bill. 

VIIL The bill creates an unjust distinction between 
persons claiming the benefit of the preemption laws. 
While it reduces the price of the land to existing preeinp. 
tors to €2| cents per acre, and gives them a credit on ttiis 
sum for two years from the present date, no matter how 
long they may have hitherto enjoyed the land, future 
preemptors will be compelled to pay double tliis price 
per acre. There is no reason or justice in this discrim.- 
nation. 

IX. The effect of this bill on the public revenue must 
be apparent to all. t^hould it become a law, the reduc- 
tion of the price of lands to actual settlers to 25 cents 
per acre with a credit of five years, and the reduction of 
its price to existing preemptors to 62 i cents per acre, 
with a credit of two years will so diminish the sale of 
other public lands as to render the expectation of futu* e 
revenue from that source beyond the expenses of survey 
and management illusory. The Secretary of the Interior 
estimated the revenue from the public lands for the next 
fiscal year at $4,000,000 on the presumption that the 
present land system would remain unchanged. Should 
this bill become a law, he does not believe that $1,000, IH) 
will be derived from this source. 

This bill lays the ax at the root of our present admirable 
land system. The public land is an inheritance of vast 
value to us and to our descendants. It is a resource to 
which we can resort in the hour of difficulty and danger. 
It has been managed heretofore witl^ the greatest wisdom, 
under existing laws. In this management, the rights of 
actual settlers have been conciliated with the interests 
of the Government. The price to all has been reduced 
from $2 per acre to $1 25 for fresh lands, and the claims 
of actual settlers have been secured by our preemption* 
laws. Any man can now acquire a title in fee-simple to- 
a homestead of 80 acres, at the minimum price of $1 25 
per acre for $100. Should the present system remain, 
we shall derive a revenue from the public lands of 
$10,000,000 per annum, when the bounty land warrants 
are satisfied, without oppression to any human being. 
In the time of war, when all other sources of revenue are 
seriously impaired, this will remain intact. It may be- 
come the best security for public loans hereafter, in 
times of difficulty and danger, as it has been heretofore. 
Why should we impair or destroy this system at the pre- 
sent moment ? What necessity exists for it ? 

The people of the United States have advanced with 
steady but rapid strides to their present condition of 
power and prosperity. They have been guided in their 
progress by the fixed principle of protecting the equal 
rights of all, whether they be rich or poor. No agrarian 
sentiment has ever prevailed among them. The honest 
poor man, by frugality and industry can, in any part of 
our -country, acquire a competence for himself and his 
family, and in doing this he feels that he eats the bread 
of independence. He desires no charity, either from the 
government or ftom his neighbors. This bill,which proposes 
to give him land at an almost nominal price, out of the 
property of the government, will go far to demoralize 
the people, and repress this noble spirit of independence. 
It may introduce among us those pernicious social 
theories which have proved so disastrous in other coun- 
tries. Jamks Buchanan. 

Washington, June 22, 1860. 

Li the Senate the question, Shall this bill 
pass notwithstanding the objections of the Pre- 
sident ? was put and lost, as follows : 

Ykas — Messrs. Anthony, Brovm^ Chandlei-, Clark,. 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Mtoh, Foot, Foster, Gtoin^ 
Hale, Uamlin, Uarlan, King, Lane^ Latfuim^ Uicholscni^. 
Polk^ Pugh^ Hicej Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson. 

Republicans in Roman, 19; Democrats in 

Italics, y. Total, 28. 

Nays— Messrs. Bragg, Chesnut, Crittendkn, Davis, 
Fitzpatrick, Green, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson- 
(Tenn.), Johnson (Ark.), Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Powell, 
Sebastian, Wigfall, Yulee— 18. 

All from the South, and all Democrats, ex- 
cept Mr. Crittenden (Am.), of Kentucky- 
Several Senators were paired, which accounts- 
for the light vote. So the bill failed, not hav- 
ing received the requisite two-thirds vote neces* 
sary to pass it over the Executive Veto. 
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DEMOCRATIC PLATFOllM, 

ADOPTED BY THE UNITED STATES SENATE. 



On the first of March, I860, Mr. Davis, of 
Mississippi, submitted to the SeuMi*. the follow- 
ing Resolutions : 

1. Resolved, that In the adoptlon^of the Federal Con- 
stitutioD, the States adopting the same acted severally 
as free and independent sovereignties, delegating a por- 
tion of their powers to be exerciaed by the Federal Gov- 
ernment for the increased security of each against 
dangers, dotneetic as well as foreign ; and that any in- 
termeddling by any one or more States, or by a combi- 
nation of their citizens, with the domestic institutions of 
the others, on any pretext whatever, political, moral, 
or religious, with a view to their disturbance or subver- 
sion, b in violation of the Constitution, insulting to the 
States so interfered with, endangers tlteir domestic peace 
and tranquillity— objects for witich tiie Constitution was 
formed — and by nectary consequence, tends to weaken 
and destroy the Union itself. 

2. Jiesohedy That negro Slavery, as It exists in fifteen 
States of this Union, composes an important portion of 
their domestic institutions, inherited from their ances- 
tors, and existing at the adoption of the Constitution, by 
which it is recognised as constituting an important ele- 
ment in the apportionment of powers among the States ; 
and that no change of opinion or feeling on the part of 
the non-slaveholding States of the Union, in relation to 
this institution, can Justify them, or their citizens, in 
open or covert attacks thereon, with a view to its over- 
throw ; and that all such attacks are in manifest viola- 
tion of the mutual and solemn pledge to protect and de- 
fend each other, given by the States respectively on en- 
tering into the constitutional compact which formed the 
Union, and are a manifest breach of faith, and a viola- 
tion of the most solemn obligations. 

8. Resolved, That the Union of these States rests on 
the equality of rights and privileges among its mem- 
bers ; and tliat it is especially the duty of the Senate, 
which represents the States in their sovereign capacity, 
to resist all attempts to discriminate either in relation 
to persons or property in the Territories, which are the 
common possessions of the United States, so as to give 
advantages to the citizens of one State which are not 
■equally assured to those of every other State. 

4 Resolved, That neither Congress nor a Territorial 
Legislature, whether by direct legislation or legislation 
of an indirect and unfriendly character, possess power 
to annul or impair the constitutional right of any citizen 
of the United States to take his slave property into the 
common Territories, and there hold and eqjoy the same 
while the Territorial condition remains. 

6. Resolved, That if experience should at any time 
prove that the judicial and executive authority do not 
possess means to insure adequate protection to consti- 
tutional rights in a Territory, and if the Territorial Qov- 
emment should fail or refuse to provide the necessary 
remedies for that purpose, it will be the duty of Congress 
to supply such deficiency. 

6. Resolved, That the inhabitants of a Territory of 
the United States, when they rightfully form a con- 
stitution to be admitted as a State into the Union, may 
then, for the first time, like the people of a State when 
forming a new Constitution, decide for themselves 
whether Slavery, as a domestic institution, shall be 
maintained or prohibited within their jurisdiction ; and 
** they shall be received into the Union with or without 
Slavery, as their Constitution may prescribe at the time 
of their admission." 

7. Resolved, That the provision of the Constitu- 
tion for the rendition of fugitives from service or labor, 
without the adoption of which the Union could not have 
been formed, and that the laws of 1798 and 1850, which 
were enacted to secure its execution, and the main fea- 
tures of which, being similar, bear the impress of nearly 
seventy years of sanction by the highest judicial author- 
ity, should be honestly and ftdthfully observed and 
maintained by all who enjoy the benefits of our com- 
pact of Union ; and that all acts of individuals or of 
State Legislatures to defeat the purpose or nullify the 
tequirements of that provision, and the laws made in 



pursuance of it, are hostile in character, subvexrive «l 
the Constitution, and revolutionary in their effect. 

On the 6th May following, Mr. Glingnian, of 
North Carolina, addressed the Senate at length 
on these resolutions, maintaining the position 
that the Constitution does guarantee the right 
of holding slaves in the Territories of the Uni- 
ted States, but that the enforcing of that right, 
by Congressional action, was inexpedient, and 
would be of no practical value to the SlaTe 
States ; also, that the South waived that right 
in agreeing to the Compromises of 1850 and the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act (repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise) of 1864. Mr. C. also reviewed 
the proceedings of the National Convention at 
Charleston, and concluded as follows : 

Entertaining these views, I have been disposed to ab- 
stain as much as possible from tiie discussion of thest 
questions, and I really hope that we shall not press them. 
I think no advantage can grow out of it. I greatiy fear 
that I have occupied more of the valuable time of the 
Senate than I intended. I felt, however, that from m& in 
my position, some explanation was necessary. I think 
that the gentiemen on the other side of the Chamber have 
given us a platform already. Vie shall huve to flgiit 
them ; we had better make up our minds to go into the 
contest, and meet them on the great issue tiiey tender us. 
In ten days, we shall probably liave their declaration of 
war from Chicago, and the clash of arms will commence 
very soon. It & time for us to close our ranks. I am 
ready to fight under any flag and any standard-bearer 
that may be given us. I can adopt any of those platforms 
that were presented at Charleston. I leave all that to 
our political friends assembled in convention. I know 
that they will present a platform, and present a man Icsi 
objectionable to me than the candidate on the other bide. 
I regard them as the deadly politipal enemies of my sec- 
tion; as the enemies of the Constitution of the United 
States. I want to embark in the contest and fight them 
with closed and serried ranks on our side. I have spokox 
only in belialf of tiie Democratic party, of the Constitu- 
tion, and the country. 

MR. BENJAMIN ON POPULAR SOYERKIONTT. 

Senator Benjamin, of Louisiana, followed : 

Mr. Berjamin. — Mr. President, I had no intention of 
joining in this debate, or of uttering one word on the re* 
solutions now before the Senate ; but, sir, I have li:«iened 
with intense surprise to what has fallen from the SeuHlor 
from North Carolina this morning, and I cannot remain 
quiescent and by iiilence appear to give consent to what 
he has said in relation to the action of certain Southern 
delegates in the recent Convention at Charleston. 

The Senator from North Carolina thinks that political 
races can best be run without the load of principles. Tli« 
Senator from North Carolina thinks that the best Wky to 
get success in a political contest is not to bother yourself 
with the baggage of principle, but let your candidate run 
with nothing on his back, and probably in that way he 
may run the faster and reach the goal the sooner. And 
again, the honorable Senator thinks that, because the 
Oinciunati platform was acceptable to the whole Demo- 
cracy in 1&56, there is and can be no reason why De- 
mocrats who stood on that platform at thai time should 
be dissatisfied with it now. 

Mr. President, let us look a little back, behind 1856, In 
relation to titat platform, and to the living issue on which 
we are separated as regards that platform. We all r^ 
member, sir — ^no man can forget^that, in the exciting 
contest which took place on ^e Eansas-Nebraska bill, 
those who were the firmest supporters of the bill differed 
in principle on that one point which now threatens to di- 
vide the Democratic party. They differed openly ; they 
avowed their differences; they provided for the flaiu 
lettiement of those differences. Sir, toh&n «0d met im 
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caue%u, tmder fhs lead of the honorable Senator from 
lUinoiSt who i/niroduoed the Kaneae-Nebraska bill, it 
MKU found that the Democrats from the North and the 
jyemooraia from theSotUh could not agree in princi- 
ple. The Democrats from the South tlien took Mie posi> 
tion that the Constitution of the United States was plain 
and clear. The rights of the people of tlie South were 
placed upon that instrument. I agree with the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mr. Davis) that we have nothing to do 
In this controversy with natural rights or natural princi- 
1^68. Those rights and those principles, which lie at the 
foandation of social organisation and civil government, 
were proper subjects of examination and consideration 
with the fathers. They did take them into consideration. 
They decided them. They have given us a chart by 
which now we are bound all to direct our course ; and that 
chart is the Constitution of our country. Resting the 
rights of the South upon that Constitution, when the dis- 
dusions arose upon the Kansas-Nebraska bill, the Sena- 
ton from the South who met in caucus, or in convention, 
or in primary meeting, if you choose so to say, all agreed, 
without a dissenting voice, that, by the true construction 
of tile Oonstitution of the United States, the Territories 
Monging to the United States were the common pro- 
perty of all ; that each State had equal rights in those 
Territories ; that amongst those rights was the right of 
the tfltixens of the different States to emigrate to those 
Territiories with their property of every nature and kind ; 
and, when there, we contended that there was no power 
under heaven that could drive us out of those Territories, 
or deprive us therein of the protection of the Const.tutlun 
and the laws, until the people of the Territory should 
make a constitution and form a State. 

The Senator from Illinois did not agree with us in 
that. He has been consistent. The Senator from Illi- 
iiois held that there was a power in the people of a 
Territory ; he believed in Popular Sovereignty ; he be- 
Ueved in some inherent right in the people when assem- 
bled, even in the original inchoate shape in which they 
eome as emigrants to the Territories, to pass laws to 
govern themselves ; to mold their own Institutions, as he 
j^rased it, and included in that power the right to act 
against Slavery. We could not agree. Morning afier 
morning we met. for the purpose of coming to some 
understanding upon that very point ; and it was finally 
understood by all, agreed to by all, made the basis uf a 
compromise by ail the supporters of that bill, that the 
Territories should be organized with a delegation by Con- 
gress of all ttie power of Congress in the Territories, aud 
tbat the extent of the power of Congress should be deter- 
mined by the courts. Firm in our belief of our rights, 
oonscions that in the Constitution we had guaranty 
enough; knowing that it was impossible for a judicial tri- 
bunal to make other than one decision, we said that we 
would stand by that decision when made ; and if it 
ihould be determined by the Supreme Court of the 
United States that there was a power in this Government 
to deprive the people of the South of their fair share of 
the common Territories of the Union, if that power in this 
Government existed in Congress, and if Congress dele- 
gated all its power to the Territories, we would stand by 
the decision and agree that we asserted a right that found 
no warrant in the Constitution ; and, on the other hand, 
our brother Democrats of the North, and the Senator 
from Illinois at their head, agreed that if the Supreme 
Oourt of the United States should determine that the Con- 
gress of the United States had no power to interfere 
with Southern rights in the Territories, if, consequently, 
we had had not the power that we could delegate at all, 
then tlie Democrats of the North would join us in showing 
reqiect and obedience to that decision, and stand with 
Qi on the principle that we advocated as the true one. 
None of us supposed at the time that the decision would 
eome so quick. None of us knew of the existence of a 
controversy then pending in the federal courts that 
woold leakd almost Immediately to the decision of that 
^MMtion. We provided in the Kansas act itself ; we in- 
tradoeed an express clause having for its avowed object 
to bring that question before the courts for decision. 

Wen, Iff, ttie question did come before the courts, and 
the dopreme Court of the United States, in the decision in 
the Dred Scott case, has determined — gentlemen say it is 
no deebdon — as doctnne, or as opinion, or in some way has 
dedired that the Congress of the United States has no 
power so to leddiate as to destroy the rights of the people of 
the Sooth in thdr slave property in the Territories, and the 
Judges have sidd as a proposition, so clear that It required 
DO axgoioent, that the Congress possessing no such power, 
It wu plain thi^it could give none to the Territorial Legisla- 
tim. I do not understand t^at the gentlemen from the North, 
the members olt the Democratic party, controvert that. 

But at a time when we supposed that we all at length 
rtood vspcok one common platform ; that we had at last a 



guide and a pole star by which the Democratic paily could 
guide ttie sJhip of State, a sudden and alanmng heresy 
sprung up in the North, and something was said about the 
right of the Legislature of the Territories not to destroy 
Slavery ; not to abolish it ; not to confiscate by direct le- 
gislation the rights of the citizuns of the South who might 
find themselves in the Territories with their property, but, 
by a side blow, by indirection, and by failure to perform 
duty, by "unfriendly legislation," to do that which consti- 
tutionally they had no power to do by any direct effort of 
legislative will. Now, sir, the Cincinnati platform, with 
wMch the gentleman from North Carolina seems to be so 
much in love, and which he thinks is sufficient for the con- 
stitutional rights of the South, would be sufiicient for that 
purpose, is sufficient for that purpose properly construed ; 
but when the delegates of a great party, assembled to- 
gether from all portions of the Confederacy, recently met, 
and the proportion was made to them to adopt the Cin- 
cinnati platform, it was made under what circumstances, 
and with what view? It was mudewith a knowledge 
of every m,an in that Convention that two distincUy 
opposite interpretations were put upon that platform 
— one at the South, and the other at tlie North. 

Mr. Clingman. — The Senator will allow me to ask him if 
these two opinions were not upon whether a Territorial Le- 
gislature could legislate for or against Slavery ? Are those 
the opinions to which he refers ? 

Mr. Benjamin. — The opposite constructions are put in 
several points. One point is, whether the Territorial Le- 
gislature has a right to abolish Slavery in the Territories 
or not, before forming a State Constitution ; and another 
is, whether or not it is the duty of the Federal Government 
to protect the rights of the people of the South in the Ter- 
ritories. Upon those two points opposite interpretations 
and opposite principles exist, and were developed in the 
Charleston Convention. 

Mr. Clingman. — ^I will answer \he gentleman when he is 
through. 

Mr. Pugh. — Do I understand the gentleman to say that 
every member of the Convention agreed that the platform 
had received two interpretations, or that it was susceptible 
of it? 

Mr. Bem*amin. — Iitnderstand that opposite irUerpre- 
tatiens were plainly and openly given to that platform, 
in OonverUion, by men whose good faith no man has 
ever yet disputed to my knowledge. 

Mr, Pugh. — I do not think that was the ground of the 
difference of opinion at alU I said there never were two 
interpretations that could be fairly given to it ; that the 
platform purposely, in the language of the Senator from 
North Carolina, referred that question to judicial tribu- 
nals ; that the difference of opinion arose upon the judicial 
question; it did not arise upon the platform; and tiiat 
consequently it was a false accusation. I say that cer- 
tainly in no unkind spu'it to the Senator ; but I say the 
platform is not susceptible of two interpretations ; that it 
referred a controversy to arbitration. There might be a 
difference of opinion as to the particular arbitration of it, 
but there was none as to the terms of submission. 

Mr. Bei^andn. — I read, Mr. President, with as much 
attention as I was capable of, everytldng that occurred in 
that convention, and I saw the statement over and over 
again made in the convention, and not controverted, that 
d&Terent opinions were put upon that platform in different 
parts of the coimtry. 

Mr. Pugh. — I certainly controverted it for one. I do 
not recollect who else may have stated it. It may have 
been repeated a great many times ; but I did controvert it. 

Bfr. ^njamin. — Now, sir, I say, in relation to that Cin- 
cinnati platform, which the Senator from North Carolina 
seems to think ought to have amply sufficed the South, and 
to have sufficed the Democratic party, these two opposite 
interpretations were known to be, intended to be given to 
it. Further, I say this : I say it was avowed at Charleston, 
over and over again, that if a construction was given to 
that platform by which it should be clearly stated that the 
people of the South were entitled to have their slaves pro- 
tected in the Territories against any dhrect interference, 
either by Congressional or Territorial legislation ; if that 
was avowed ; If the doctrine of the party was asserted to 
be that the Legislature of the Territory, whilst a Territory 
existed in Its mchoate organization, had no right to inter- 
fere with Slavery, then it was said, again and again, that 
no northern State could be carried upon that ground. 

Mr. Clingman. — On the question as to whether a Terri- 
torial Legislature could legislate against Slavery or for it, 
I ask the Senator whether that would not necessarily 
be a question which a court must determine ; that if the 
Legislature legislated or acted in any way, could we, bv 
our opinions, setUe it ; or is it not, from necessity, a ju(U* 
cial question ? 

Mr. Bei^amin. — ^The Senator is directing me entirely 
out of the line of my argument. I must beg him to allow 
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me to proeeed in my line. That Is not at all what I am 
at. It has no reference at all to my line of argument. 

I say this : I say that distinctly opposite iu erpreta- 
tations, or distinctly opposite principles, if you clioose, in 
relation to Southern rights under the Constitution, were 
avowed at Charleston, by men professing all h) be Demo- 
crats; and that, in my Judgment, it is a brand upon the 
good faith of the Democratic party, it is an imputation 
upon their honor, it is unworthy of them, and unworthy 
of us all, that we should go before the people of this 
country and ask their votes in favor of one party or an* 
other, with the avowed purpose of presenting opposite 
interpretations or opposite sets of principles in the two 
sections of the Confederacy, as being the principles of a 
common party, and forming a common party creed. I 
say that I will never be a party to any such contest as 
that. If I go into an electoral contest, I want to know 
the principles of the party with which I act, and I want, 
before the people of my State, before the people of the 
country, to declare those principles, to stand by them, to 
find them written in letters of light, so that no man can 
dare misconstrue them, and by them to stand, and with 
them, if need be, fall. 

That I understand to have been the position of the dele- 
gation of Louisiana at Charleston. Taking that position, 
determined that they would not palter to public preju- 
dices by using words in any double sense ; that all they 
did and all they said must go forth to the country inca- 
pable of misconstruction ; when they found it impossible 
to have the principles upon which alone they could go 
into the Presidential cont«st, stated thus clearly and thus 
plainly, they withdrew, rightly withdrew, honorably with- 
drew. I applaud them; I approve them; I stand by 
them. I think they did as became high-minded and hon- 
orable citisens. I think the State will show itself grateful 
to tltem for their act 

Now, the honorable Senator says he is willing to go 
with Democrats upon almost any i>latform ; that almost 
any one that we can elect would be preferable to the ad- 
versaries against whom we are to be opposed. 

Mr. Clingman. — I said any of those proposed. I alluded 
to those proposed in the Convention. 

Mr. Benjamin. — I suppose so. Now, Mr. President, I 
am not willing to go for any man, I do not care whether 
his name has been proposed or not, wtio is not willing to 
stand upon a platform of principle, of constitutional prin- 
ciple. I am willing to go for any man, whether named 
or not, who will pledge his honor to stand faithfully and 
squarely upon a platform of sound principles ; and when 
a platform of sound constitutional principles shall be 
adopted by a Democratic Convention, satisfactory to me, 
with my views of constitutional right, and satisfactory to 
my people — ^principles satisfactory to my people, I say ; 
I care not for men — then you may put upon that platform 
any man who can stand upon it honorably, and I will 
vote for him ; I will maintain him ; I will canvass my 
State in his behalf ; I will spend all my time and all my 
breath in his cause, wherever, whenever, and however, I 
may be asked by his friends. That far, sir, I am willing 
to go ; but I have no stomach for a fight in which I am to 
have my choice between a man who denies me all my 
rights openly and fairly and a man who admits my rights 
but intends to filch them. I have no choice there. 

BENJAMIN ON DOUGLAS. 

After Mr. Douglas's famous speech of May 15th 
and 16th, on these resolutions, Mr. Benjamin 
addressed the Senate again, speaking of Mr. 
Douglas as follows : 

Mr. Benjamm said, when we met here in December, 
the public mind was greatly disturbed by the irruption of 
a band of fanatics into a State of the Union, with the 
avowed intent to liberate the slaves. A large number of 
resolutions have been offered, all relating to the relation 
of the General Government to Slavery in the States and 
Territories. The large number and variety of these re- 
solutions, required that those who professed to belonging 
to the same party should meet, in order to harmonize 
and act in concert. A meeting of Democratic Senators 
was therefore held to accomplish this purpose. The 
Senator from Illinois, in a speech occupying two days, 
had presented the extraordinary spectacle of advocating 
his own claims to the Presidency, and denouncing those 
who had dared to express their views on subjects before 
the Senate. The Senator from Illinois assumed that he 
was the embodiment of the Democratic party, and that 
ail who opposed him were rebels. Ue arraigned other 
Senators, and charged them and the representatives of 
seventeen States at Charleston as behig on the high road 
to disunion. After having thus assailed everybody, he 
announced that he had only spoken in self-defense, and 
with princely magnanimity agreed t« forgive those who, 



as he said, had erred more through Ignorance tban de* 
sign. Mr. BjBOjamin then defended the Demooratio Sen** 
tors from the charge of having undertaken to dictate te 
the Charleston Convention what sort of platform U 
should make. When the Kansas bill was before Oe 
i^enate, the Senator from Illinois called a canens ef 
Democratic Senators evety morning to decide on their 
action for the day. The late Senatorial caucus had dont 
no more than that. Yet for this it had been chuged 
with seeking to diminish the Senator*s chanoe for auoeeK 
Mr. Benjamin next examined Mr. Douglases charge that 
seventeen Democratic States had a<u>pted a platform 
looking to the dissolution of the Union, and had plaoed 
themselves under the lead of Mr. Yancey, an avowed 
disunionist. His State had vcted for that platform, and 
he should vote for the Senate resointions, and he deolad 
that the Senator from Illinois had correctly stated tlis 
meaning of either. Nobody here wanted to make a slave 
code, a slang term which Mr. Douglas had piclced vf 
firom the Republicans, nor to force Slavery on an un* 
willing people. The attacks upon the Democratio Sent* 
tors were wanton aiid unprovoked, and he shoold rsfMl 
them. The Senator had defended his conslsteney it 
g^reat length, which was not the issue between thai 
The issue was that the Senator from Illinois had made • 
bargain and had violated it. To prove this he iboidd 
not go further back than 1857, up to which time theSeuh 
tor ft-om Illinois was looked upon by the Demooratli 
party with pride and favor. Why was it that a Senator 
who had thus been treated with favor should now bi 
separated from his former associates? That be had 
passed over in his speech, and he (Benjamin) woald rap* 
ply the deficiency. 

Mr. Bem'amin then went into a history of (he Kaniti 
act, pointing out the differences between Democrats aod 
Republicans and Douglas Democrats. At that tiaw 
the Democrats being unable to agree as to Uie power of 
the people of the Territories, it was agreed to refer tte 
subject 'to the Courts and to abide l)y the decision. He 
never had attacked the Senator's consistency. It was hii 
consistency that constituted his great crime — adhoing 
still to views which he had agreed to abandon when ths 
Court decided the question, and which the Court had 
decided against him. Tiiis lie charged was bad faith. The 
Senator no longer worshipped at the Democratic ihrine, 
but had wandered forth after strange gods. The Senator 
from Illinois had admitted that he made this bargain, and 
yet he had been engaged since 1S57 in trying to explain 
away, in conjunction with the Republicans, the decision 
of tlie Court, and to render it useless in case it should l>e 
affirmed. lie quoted from the Dred Soott decision to show 
that the principle of right to slave property in the Ter- 
ritories was decided by ic. On this point he argued at 
great length to show that Congress had full power over 
the Territories within tlie limits of its constitutional 
power; that the Constitution forbid the prohibition of 
Slavery in the Territories by Congress ; and as the Territo- 
rial Government derived all its powers from Congress, tiie 
Territorial Legislature could not do more than Congress 
could. No sooner was this decision made than it was 
attacked by the Republicans, and the Chief-Justice 
assailed as having colluded with the President of the 
United States. The Senator from Dlinois got over his bar- 
gain by saying that he did not agree to abide by tiie 
decision in the Dred Scott case ; but when the case was 
carried up from the Territoriai Courts to the Supreme 
Court, he would obey that. This was an afterthought, 
first announced in the canvass of 1858, when pressed by 
Mr. Lincoln for a seat in the Senate. To save himself 
from defeat, he introduced his theory as to the power ef 
the people in the Territories. [Mr. Benjamin then read 
from the discussions between Messrs. Lincoln and Donglaa 
to show that the former was much more candid in his ans- 
wers than the latter, and he confessed he was not snob an 
ultra Anti-Slavery man as he supposed.] Mr. Don^an 
told us here that he would abide the decision of tlie Court, 
but at home he turns his back on his promise, repudiates 
his words, and tells his people that he has so arranged die 
Kan:4as bill that in spite of the decision the people of the 
Territories can keep slaves out. To be twice deceived 
by the same man would be to make them dupes and fools. 
Even Mr. Lincoln was shocked at his profligacy, and 
charged him with bad faith. The election came oll^ and 
though Mr. Douglas was successful by the arrangement 
of the Legislative Districts, Mr. Lincoln beat him 4,000 on 
the popular vote. [Mr. Benjamin next read from Mr. 
Douglas's Harper's Magazine article, to show that he had 
absolutely copied Mr. Lincoln's arguments of 1858, and 
claimed them as discoveries of his own. Mr. Bei^a- 
min warned Mr. Douglas that the tendencies of his doc- 
trines were to drive him back, step by step, to the Blade 
Republican camp.] We already find him using the argn- 
I ments and quoting the language of the Republican party. 
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On the 24th May, the vote was taken on the 
finfc of Mr. Davis's series of resolutions, which 
was adopted, 36 to 19, the yeas being ail De- 
mocrats, except Messrs. Crittenden, of Ky., and 
Kennedy, of Md., Americans. Tlie nays were 
all Bepublicans. Tlie second resolution was 
then read, when Mr. Harlan (Rep., of 'Iowa) 
oflbred to add the following as an amendment : 

Bnt the free dlicmsion of the morality and expediency 
of Marerj ahoald never be interfered with by the laws of 
any State, or of the United States ; and the fk-cedom of 
■peech and of the pren, on this and every other sulijuct 
of domestic and national policy, should be maintained in- 
violate to all the States, 

Thia amendment was rejected, 20 to 80, as fol- 
hnre: 

TBAiL"Me88r8. Bingham, Ohandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dlzon, J>ooUtUe, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 
Hamlin, Harlan, King, Simmons, Sumner, Ten EyoK, 
XnunbuU, Wade, and Wilson— 20. 

NAVa— Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Bruwn, 
Ohemut, Olay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Fitzpatriclc, 
Gfeon, Ovin, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, Iversou, 
Johuon of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane. Latham, Mallory, Hason, Nicholson, Pearoe, Polk. 
Powell, Poi^ Rice, Sebastian, Slideli, Thomson, Tuuiubd, 
WlgfaU, and Tulee— 86. 

Yeas all Republicans ; nays all Democrats, ex- 
oapt Crittenden and Kennedy, Americans. 

The second resolution was then adopted, 36 to 
80, the TOte being exactly the reTorso of that on 
Hr. Harlan^B amendment. 

The third resolution of the series was adopted, 
86 to 18, as follows : 



Benjamia, Bigler, Bragg, Brifrht, Brown, 
Ohcsnnt, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Fitzpatriclc, 
Green, Giric, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, iveri>ot], 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane, Latham, llalloiy, Mason, NicholRun, Pearcc, Pulk, 
Powell, Pogh, Rice, Sebastian, Sliddl, Thomson, Tuouibs, 
WigftU, and Tule»~8d. 



Nats.— Mesors. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittlc, Fessenden, Fuot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, 
Harlan, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, 
and Wilson— 18. 

YeiLs all Democrats, except Crittenden and 
Kennedy ; nays all Republicans. 

The fourth resolution was adopted, 35 to 21, 
the negatives being all Republicans, except Mr. 
Pugh, Dem., of Ohio. 

Mr. Clingman offered an amendment, in the 

form of the following resolution, to follow the 

4th of Mr. Davis's series : 

Jiesolved, That the exi-ting condition of the Territories 
of the United States does not require the intervention of 
Congress for the protection uf property in slaves. 

The amendment was debated at coi^iderable 
length ; but, without taking the question, the 
Senate adjourned. 

On the following day, the amendment was 
adopted, 20 to 23, as follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs. Bigler, Bingham, Brneg, Chandler-, 
Clark, Clingman, ColIamf>r, Crittenden, Dixuu, Doolittle, 
Foot, Grinie.», Hale, Hamlin, Harl .n, Johnson of Tennes- 
see, Kennedy, Latham, Polk, Pugh, Simmons, Ten Eyuk, 
Toombs, Trumlmll, Wa<le, and Wilson — 26. 

Nays —Messrs. Benjamin, Bright, Brown, Chesnut, 
Clay, Davis, Kitipatrick, Green, Hammond, Hunter, Iver- 
son. Lane, Malloiy. Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Powell, 
Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Slideli, Wigfall, and Yulee— 
28. 

Yeas all Rcptiblicans, except Messrs. Bigler> 
Bragg, Clingman, Crittenden, Johnson (Tenn.), 

■ Kennedy, Latham, Polk, Pugh, and Toomba; 

. ^'ays all Democrats. 

i The fifth resolution of the series was then 

'adopted, ;}5 to 2, Hamlin and Trumbull, the 

, Yeas being all Democrats, except Crittenden and 
Kennedy. The seventh and last of the series 

. was then adopted, 3G to 6, Mr. Ten Eyck, Rep., 

' of New Jersey, voting Yea 
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LITTER raOM JUDGE BATES ON THE POLITICAL QUESTIONS OF THE DAT. 



St. Louis, March ^ 1S60. 

Hie How. Edward "Rirver—Sir : As you may have 
iBvned fWnn the public prints, tiie Republicans of Missouri 
oiet in CwiTention, in 1^ city, on Saturday, the 10th in- 
■ta nt. to make a declaration of their principlus, elect dele- 
gates to the National Republican Conyention. and com- 
plnte a State organisation. All of this the Convention ez- 
•onted, in a manner wholly satisfactory to ito members. 
It alio commended you, by resolution, to the National Re- 
poMican party, as one well worthy to be the standard- 
bearer of that party in the coming Presidential election. 
nJs fact the nnderngned have pride and pleasure in com- 
monlcathig to yon, knowing that throughout your life you 
have earned out, as far as a private citizen might, the 
Bendments contained in the resolutions adopted on Satur- 
daji and a copy of which we inclose. But as you have 
TwmtaiUy rraoained in private life for many years, your 
poHUcal opinions are consequently not so well understood 
by the Republican party at large as by the Republicans 
or lliHoiirL 

Inaoanch as the delegation trom. this State to the Chi- 
eago Convention intend to present your name to that body 
■■ a candidate for the Presidency, we, in common with 
maiqr other Republicans of Missouri, desire to procure 
from you an exposition of youc views on the engrossing 
political questions of the time. We hope that notwith- 
■tanding your well-known reluctance to appear before the 
poUle bn the U|^t of a Presidential aspirant, you will not 



refuse to answer the following interrogatories, which, in 
our judgment, involve all the bsues pending between the 
two political parties of the country. 

1st. Are you opposed to Iho extension of Slavery? 

2rl. Poos tho Constitution of the United States carry Slavery 
into the Territories, and, as subsidiary to this, what is the 
legal effect of the decision of the Supreme Court in the Dred 
Scott case ? 

3d. Are you in favor of the colonization of the firee colored 
population in Central America ? 

4ih. Do you recognize any inequality of rights among citi- 
zens of th(f United States, and do you hold that it is the duty 
of the Federal Government to protect American citizens at 
home and abroad in the enjoyment of all their constitudonal 
and legal rights, privileges, and immunities f 

6th. Are you In favor of the construction of a railroad from 
the Valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean, under the 
auspices of the Oeneral Government? 

6tli. Are you in favor of the measiure known as the Home- 
stead bill? 

7th. Are you in favor of the immediate admission of Kansas, 
tmder the Constituuon adopted at Wyandot ? 

Yours, respectfully, etc., 
Peter L. For, Chas. L. Bbrhats, 

Henry T. Blow, J no. M. Richardson, 

P. A. Dick, 0. D. Fillet, 

Strpiien Hoyt, Wm. McKeb, 

G. W. FisiiBACK, Barton Abli, 

J. B. SiTTON. 
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fom^ sati^fiieUon. I have not attempted to support my 
aaswifcrs by argument, for that could not be done in a 
■hcnt letter; and, restraining myself from going into 
fCDSral politics, I have confined my remai^ to the 
puticular subjects upon which you requested me to 
write. Tour obliged fellow-citizen, 

Edwauo Bates. 



JUDGE BATES'S LETTER 

IN SUPPORT OP LINCOLN. 

St Louis, June 11, 1860. 
0. H. Browning, Esq., Quincy, III. 

Dbar Sir : When I received your letter of May 22d, I 
had no thought that the answer would be so long de- 
Uiyed ; but, waiving all excuses, I proceed to answer 
Unow. 

Under the circumstances of the case it ought not to 
bave been doubted that I would give Mr. Lincoln^s nom- 
ination a cordial and hearty support. But in declaring 
my intention to do so, it is due to myself to state some of 
the facte and reasons which have a controlling influence 
over my mind, and which I think ought to be persua- 
glTe arguments with some other men, whose political 
opizdons and antecedents are, in some important parti- 
eolarB, Ulce my own. 

There was no good ground for supposing that I felt 
any pique or dissatisfaction because the Chicago Con- 
vention failed to nominate me. I had no such feeling. 
On party grounds, I had no right to expect the nomina- 
tloo. I had no claims upon the Republicans as a party, 
tor I have never been a member of any party, so as to 
few bound by its dogmas, and subject to its discipline, ex- 
cept only the Whig party, which is now broken up, and 
tto materials, for the most part, absorbed in other organi- 
Bttions. And thus I am left, alone and powerless, in- 
deed, but perfectly free to follow the dictates of my own 
Judgment, and to take such part in current politics as 
my own sense of duty and patriotism may require. 
VxDj Republicans, and among them, I think, some of 
the most moderate and patriotic of that party, honored 
me with their confidence and desired to make me their 
candidate. For this favor I was indebted to the fact that 
between them and me there was a coincidence of opin- 
ion upon certain important questions of government. 
niey and I agreed in believing that the National Govern- 
ment has sovereign power over the Territories, and that 
it would be impolitic and unwise to use that power for 
the propagation of negro Slavery by planting it in Free 
Territory. Some of them believed also that my nomina- 
tion, while it would ieiJ '>o soften the tone of the Repub- 
Uoan party, without any <cbandonment of its principles, 
ndght tend also- to generalize its character and attract 
the friendship and support of many, especially in th^ 
border States, who, like me, had never been members of 
their party, but concurred with them in opinion about 
the government of the Territories. These are the grounds, 
and I think the only grounds, upon which I was sup- 
ported at all at Chicago. 

As to the platform put forth by the Chicago Conven- 
tion, I have little to say, because, whether good or bad, 
that will not constitute the ground of my support of Mr. 
Uncoln. I have no great respect for party platrorms in 
general. They are commonly made in times of high ex- 
citement, under a pressure of circumstances, and with the 
Tiew to conciliate present support, rather than to esta- 
bHah a permanent system of principles and line of 
policy for the future good government of country. 
The Conventions which form them are trHn-^jient in 
their nature ; their power and influence are consumed in 
the using, leaving no continuing obligation upon their re- 
tpective parties. And hence we need not wonder that 
platforms so made are hardly ever acted upon in prac- 
tice. I shall not discuss their relative merits, but coti- 
tent myself with saying that this Republican platform, 
though in several particulars it does not conform to my 
Tlews, is still far better than any published creed, past or 

£ resent, of the Democrats. And as to the new party, it 
as not chosen to promulgate any platform at all, except 
two or three broad generalities wliich are common to the 
professions of faith of all parties in the country. No 
party, indeed, dare ask the confidence of the nation, 
while openly denying the obligation to support the Union 
and the Constitution and to enforce the laws. That is a 
common duty, binding upon every citizen, and the failure 
to perform it is a crime. 

To me it is plain that the approaching contest must be 
between the Democratic and the Republican parties ; and, 
l>etween them, I prefer the latter. 

The Democratic party, by the long possession and 
ftboHC of power, has grown wanton and reckless; has 



corrupted itself and perverted the principles of the €k>- 
vernment ; has set itself openly against the great home 
interests of the people, by neglecting to protect their 
industry, and by refusing to improve and keep in order 
the highways and depots of commerce ; and even now is 
urging a measure in Congress to abdicate the constitu* 
tional power and duty to regulate commerce among the 
States, and to grant to the States the discretionary 
power to levy tounage duties upon all our commerce, 
under the pretense of improving harbors, rivers, and 
lakes ; has ctiauged the status of the negro slave by mak- 
ing him no longer mere property, but a politician, an 
antagonist power in the State, a power to which all other 
powers are required to yield, under penalty of a dissolu- 
tion of the Union ; has directed its energies to the grati- 
fication of its lusts of foreign domain, as manifested in its 
persistent efforts to seize upon tropical regions, not be- 
cause those countries and their incongruous people are 
necessary, or even desirable, to be incorporated into cur 
nation, but for the mere purpose of making Slave States, 
in order to advance the politicsd power of the party in 
the Senate and in the choice of the President, so as 
effectually to transfer the chief powers of theGovernntent 
from the many to the few; has in various instances 
endangered the equality of the coordinate branches of the 
Government, by urgent efforts to enlarge the powers of 
the Executive at the expense of the Legislative depart- 
ment; has attempted to discredit and degrade the Judi- 
ciary, by affecting to make it, at first, the arbiter of 
party quarrels, to become soon and inevitably tne pas- 
sive registrar of a party decree. 

In most, if not all these particulars, I understand the 
Republican party (judging it by its acts and by the 
known opinions of many of its leading men) to be the 
exact opposite of the Democratic party ; and that is the 
ground of my preference of the one party over the other. 
And that alone would bo a sufficient reason, if I bad no 
other good reasons, for supporting Mr. Lincoln against 
any man who may be put forward by the Democratic 
party, as the exponent of its principles and the agent to 
work out, in practice, its dangerous policies. 

The third party, which, by its formation, has destroyed 
the organization of the American and Whig parties, has 
nominated two most excellent men. I know them well, 
as sound statesmen and true patriots. More than thu'ty 
years ago I served with them both in Congress, and from 
that time to this I have always held them in respect and 
honor. But what can the third party do toward the elec- 
tion of even such worthy men as these against the two 
great parties which are now in actual contest for the 
power to rule the nation ? It is made up entirely of por- 
tions of the disintegrated elements of the late Whig and 
American parties — good materials, in the main, I admit, 
but quite too weak to elect any man or establish an> 
principle. The most it can do is, here and there in par 
ticular localities, to make a diversion in favor of tlu* 
Democrats. In 1S56, the Whig and American parties 
(not forming a, new party ^ but united as allies), with en- 
tire unanimity and some zeal, supported Mr. Fillmore for 
the Presidency, and with what results? We made a 
miserable failure, carrying no State but gallant little 
Maryland. And, surely, the united Whigs and Ameri- 
cans of that day had a far greater show of strength and 
far better prospects of success than any which belong to 
the Constitutional Union party now. In fact, I see no 
possiblity of success for the third party, except in one 
contingency— the Destruction of the Democratic party. 
That is a contigency not likely to happen this year, for, 
badly as I think of many of the acts and policies of that 
party, its cup is not yet full — the day has not yet come 
when it must dissolve in its own corruptions. But the 
day is coming, and is not far off. The party has made 
itself entirely sectional ; it has concentrated its very be- 
ing into one single idea ; negro Slavery has control of all 
its faculties, and it can see and hear nothing else — '■* one 
stern, tyrannic thought, that makes all other thoughts 
its slaves !" 

But the Democratic party still lives, and while it lives, it 
and the Republican party are the only real antagonistic 
powers in the nation, and for the present, I must choose 
between them. I choose the latter, as wiser, purer, 
younger and less corrupted by time and self-indulgence. 

The candidates nominated at Chicago are both men who, 
as individuals and politicians, rank with the foremost of 
the country. I have heard no objection to Mr. Hamlin 
personally, but only to his geographical position, whicn is 
thought to be too far North and East to allow his personal 
good qualities to exercise their proper influence over the 
nation at large. But the nomination for the Presidency is 
the great controlling act. Mr. Lincoln, his character, 
talents, opinions and history will be criticised by thou- 
sands, while the candidate for the Vice-Presidency will b<. 
passed over in comparative silence. 
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Mr. Lincoln^fl nomination took the public by surprise, 
because, until just before the event, it was unexpected. 
But really it ought not to have excited any surprise, for 
such unforeseen nominations are common in our political 
history. PoUc and Pierce, by the Democrats, and Harri- 
son and Taylor, by the Whigs, were all nominated in this 
extemporaneous manner — all of them were elected. I 
have known Mr. Lincoln for more than twenty years, and 
therefore have a right to speak of him with some confi- 
dence. As an individual, he has earned a high reputation 
for truth, courage, candor, morals, and amiability ; so that, 
as a man, he is most trustworthy. And in this particular, 
he is more entitled to our esteem than some other men, his 
equals, who had far better opportunities and aids in early 
life. His talents, and the will to use them to the best ad- 
vantage, are unquestionable ; and the proof is found in the 
fact that, in every position in life, from his humble begin- 
ning to hi9 present well-earned elevation, he has more than 
fulfilled the best hopes of his Mends. And now, in the full 
vigor of his manhood, and in the honest pride of having 
made himself what he is, he is the peer of the first man of 
the nation, well able to sustain himself and advance ids 
cause, agunst any adversary, and in any field, where mind 
and knowledge are the weapons used. 

In politics he has but acted out the principle of his 
own moral and intellectual ''character. He has not con- 
cealed his thoughts nor hiddtsn his light under a bushel. 
With the boldness of conscious rectitude and the frank- 
ness of downright honesty, he has not failed to avow his 
opinions of public affairs upon all fitting occasions. 

This I know may subject him to the carping censure 
of that class of politicians who mistake cunning for wis- 
dom and falsehood for ingenuity ; but such men as Lin- 
coln must act in keeping with their own characters, and 
hope for success only by advancing the truth prudently 
and maintaining it bravely. All his old political ante- 
cedents are. In my judgment, exactly right, being square 
up to the old Whig standard. And as to his views about 
" the pestilent negro question," I am not aware that he 
has gone one step beyond the doctrines publicly and 
habitually avowed by the great lights of the Whig party. 
Clay, Webster, and their fellows, and indeed sustained 
and carried out by the Democrats themselves, in their 
wiser and better days. 

The following, I suppose, are in brief his opinions up- 
on that subject : 1. Slavery is a domestic institution 
within the States which choose to have it, and it exists 
within those States beyond the control of Congress. 
2. Congress has supreme legislative power over all the 
Territories, and may, at its discretion, allow or forbid the 
existence of Slavery within them. 8. Congress, in wis- 
dom and sound policy, ought not so to exercise its power, 
directly or indirectly, as to plant and establish Slavery 
in any Territory theretofore free. 4. And that it is unwise 
and impolitic in the Government of the United States, to 
acquire tropical regions for the mere purpose of convert- 
ing them into Slave States. 

These, I believe, are Mr. Lincoln's opinions upon the 
matter of Slavery in the Territories, and I concur in 
them. They are no new inventions, made to suit the ex- 
igencies of the hour, but have come down to us, as the 
Declaration of Independence and tlie Constitution have, 
sanctioned by the venerable authority of the wise and 
good men who established our institutions. They are 
conformable to law, principle and wise policy, and their 
utility is proven in practice by the as yet unbroken cur- 
rent of our political history. They will prevail, not only 
because they are right in themselves, but also because a 
great and still growing majority of the people believe 
them to be right ; and the sooner they are allowed to 
prevail in peace and harmony, the better for all con- 
cerned, as well those who are against them as those who 
are for them. 

I am aware that small! partisans, in their little warfare 
against opposing leaders, do sometimes assail them by 
the trick of tearing from their contexts some particular 
objectionable phrases, penned, perhaps, in the hurry of 
composition, or spoken in the heat of oral debate, and 




holding them up to the public as the leading do4 
of the person assailed, and drawing fh)m them the| 
uncharitable inferences. That line of attack beti 
little mind conscious of its weakness, for the falsity 
logic is not more apparent than the injustice of it 
signs. No public man can stand that ordeal, and, 
ever willing men may be to see it applied to their a< 
saries, all flinch from the torture when applied to thei 
selves. In fatft, the man who never said a foolish thing, 
will hardly be able to prove that he ever said many wh« 
ones. 

I consider Mr. Lincoln a sound, safe, national man. He 
could not be sectional if he tried. His birth, education, 
the habits of his life, and his geographical position, com- 
pel him .to be national AU ms feelings and interest are 
identified with the great valley of the Mississippi, near 
whose centre he has spent his whole life. The valley Is 
not a section, but, conspicuously, the body of the nation, 
and. large as it is, it is not capable of being divided into 
sections, for the great river cannot be divided. It is one 
and indivisible, and the North and the South are alike 
necessary to its comfort and prosperity. Its people, too, 
in all their interests and affections, are as broad and 
general as the regions they inhabit. They are emigrants, 
a mixed multitude, coming from every State in the Union, 
and from most countries in Europe ; they are unwilling, 
therefore, to submit to any one petty local standard. 
They love the nation as a whole, and they love all its 
parts^for they are bound to them all, not only by a feel- 
ing or common interest and mutual dependence, but also 
by tne recollections of childhood and youth, by blood and 
friendship, and by all those social and domestic charities 
which sweeten life, and make tliis world worth living in. 
The valley is beginning to feel its power, and will soon be 
strong enough to dictate the law of the land. Whenever 
that state of tldngs shall come to pass, it wHi be most 
fortunate for the nation to find the powers of Government 
lodged in the hands of men whose habits of thought, 
whose position and surrounding circumstances, constrain 
them to use those powers for general and not sectional 
ends. 

I give my opinion ft-eely in favor of Mr. Lincoln, and I 
hope that for the good of the whole country, he may be 
elected. But it is not my intention to take any active 
part in the canvass. For many years past, I have had 
little to do with public affairs, and have aspired to no 
political office ; and now, in view of the mad excitement 
which convulses tlie country, and the general disruption 
and di:jorder of parties and the elements which compose 
them, I am more tlian ever assured that for me, person- 
ally, there is no political future, and I accept the condi- 
tion with cheerful satisfaction. Still, I cannot discharge 
myself from the life-long duty to wateh the conduct of 
men in power, and to resist, so far as a mere private man 
may, the fearful progress of official corruption, which for 
several years past has sadly marred and defiled the fair 
fabric of our Government. 

If Mr. Lincoln should be elected, coming in as a new 
man at the head of a young party never before in power, 
he may render a great service to his country, which no 
Democrat could render. He can march straight forward 
in the discharge of his high duties, guided only by his own 
good judgment and honest purposes, without any necessity 
to temporize with establislied abuses, to wink at the delin- 
quencies of old party friends, or to unlearn and discard 
the bad official habits that have grown up under the mis- 
government of his Democratic predecessors. In short, he 
can be an honest and bold reformer on easier and cheaper 
terms than any Democratic President can be- for, in pro- 
ceeding in the good work of cleansing and purifying the 
administrative departments, he will have no occasion to 
expose the vices, assail the interests, or thwart the ambi- 
tion of his political friends. 

Begging your pardon for the length of this letter, I 
remain, with great respect, your friend and obedient 
servant, 

Edward Bates. 
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THE MONROE DOCTRINE. 



So much has been wildly said of what is 
termed the ** Monroe Doctrine," in regard to the 
influence of European Powers on this continent, 
that we publish exactly what President Monroe 
said on the subject. We copy from the Seventh 
Annual Message of Mr. Monroe, dated December 
2, 1823 : 

** It was stated, at the oommeneement of the last session, 
that a great effort was then making in Spain and Portugal 
to improve the condition of the people of those countries, 
and that it appeared to be conducted with extraordinary 
moderation. It need scarcely be remarked that tlie re- 
sult has been, so far, very diffevent from what was then 
anticipated. Of events in that quarter of the globe, with 
which we have so much intercourse, and from which we 
derive our origin, we have always been anxious and in- 
terested spectators. The citizens of the United States 
eherish sentiments the most friendly in favor of the liberty 
and happiness of their fellow-men on that side of the 
Atlantic. In the wars of the European powers, in matters 
relating to themselves, we have never taken any part, 
nor does it comport with our policy so to do. It is only 
wh«n our rights are invaded or seriously menaced, that 
we resent injuries or make preparation for our defense. 
"With the movements in this hemisphere we are of neces- 
sity more immediately connected, and by causes which 
most be obvious to all enlightened and impartial obser- 
vers. The political system of the allied powers is essen- 
tially different in this respect from that of America. 
This difference proceeds from that which exists in their 
respective governments. And to the defense of our own, 
which has been achieved by the loss of so much blood and 
treasure, and matured by the wisdom of their most 
enlightened citizens, and under which we have enjoyed 
unexampled felicity, this whole nation is devoted. We 
owe it, therefore, to candor, and to the amicable relations 
existing between the United States and those powers to 
declare, that we should consider any attempt on their 
part to extend their system to any portion of this hemi- 
sphere as dangerous to our peace and safety. With the 
existing colonies or dependencies of any European power 
we have not interfered, and shall not interfere. But with 
tlw governments who have declared their independence, 



and maintained it, and whose independence we have, on 
great consideration, and on just principles, acknowledged, 
we could not view any interposition for the purpose of 
oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner their 
destiny, by any European power, in any other light than 
as the manifestation of an unfriendly disposition toward 
the United States. In the war between these new govern- 
ments and Spain, we declared our neutrality at the time 
of their recognition, and to this we have adhered, and 
shall continue to adhere, provided no change shall occur, 
which in the judgment of the competent authorities of this 
Government, shall make a corresponding change on the 
part of the United States indispensable to their security. 
" The late events in Spain and Portugal show that Europe 
is still unsettled. Of this important fact no stronger proof 
can be adduced than that the allied powers should have 
thought it proper, on a principle satisfactory to them- 
selves, to have interposed by force in the internal concerns 
of Spain. To what extent such interposition may be car- 
ried, on the same principle, is a question to which all 
independent powers, whose governments differ from 
theirs, are interested^ven those most remote, and surely 
none more so than the United States. Our policy in re- 
gard to Europe, which was adopted at an early stage of 
the wars which have so long agitated that quarter of the 
globe, nevertheless remains the same, which is, not to 
interfere in the internal concerns of any of its powers ; to 
consider the Government, dQ facto ^ as the legitimate 
Government for us ; to cultivate friendly relations with it, 
and to preserve those relations by a frank, firm, and 
manly policy ; meeting, in all instances, the just claims of 
every power, submitting to injuries from none. But in 
regard to these continents, circumstances are eminently 
and conspicuously different. It is impossible that the 
allied powers should extend their political system to any 
portion of either continent without endangering our 
peace and happiness ; nor can any one believe that our 
southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of 
their own accord. It is equally impossible, therefore, 
that we should behold such interposition, in any form, 
with indifference. If we look to the comparative strength 
and resources of Spain and those new Governments, and 
their distance from each other, it must be obvious that 
she can never subdue them. It is still the true policy of 
the United States to leave the parties to themselves, in 
the hope that other powers will pursue the same course.** 
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STATES AND STATESMEN" ON THE SLAVEEY QUESTION. 



WISCONSIN FOB FREE SOIL. 

The following resolutions were adopted by 
the Wisconsin (Democratic) Legislature in 1848, 
with only three dissenting yotes in the Senate 
and fiYe in the House : 

Wh&rtOB^ Slavery is an evil of the first magnitude, 
morally and politically, and whatever may be the 
emsequences, it is our duty to prohibit its extension in 
aU cases where such prohibition is allowed by the Con- 
stitution: Therefore, 

RMidbetd^ By the Senate and Assembly of the State of 
Wisconsin, that the introduction of Slavery into this 
country is to be deeply deplored; that its extension 
oo^t to be prohibited by every constitutional barrier 
wiUiln the power of Congress ; that in the admission of 
new territory into the Union, there ought to be an in- 
hibitory provision against Its introduction, unless clearly 
and unequivocally admitted by the Constitution — inas- 
much as in all cases of doubtful construction, the Rights 
of Man and the cause of Liberty ought to prevail. 

Resolved^ That our Senators in Congress be, and they 
are hereby, instructed, and our Representatives are re- 
quested, to use their influence to insert into the organic 
act for the government of any new territory already 
acquired or hereafter to be acqidred, that is now free, an 
ordinance forever prohibiting the introduction of 
Slavery or involuntary servitude into said territory ex- 



cept as a punishment for crime, of which the party shall 
have been duly convicted according to law. 

Resolved^ That His Excellency the Governor is here- 
by requested immediately to forward a copy of the fore- 
going resolutions to each of our Senators and Represen- 
tatives, to be by them laid before Congress. 

THE DEMOCRACT OF MAINE FOR THE WILMOT 

PROVISO. 

Resolutions adopted by a Convention of the 

Democratic party of Maine, in June, 1849 : 

Resolvedt That the institution of human Slavery is at 
variance with the theory of our government, abhorrent 
to the common sentiments of mankind, and fraught with 
danger to all who come within the sphere of its influence, 
that the Federal Government possesses adequate power 
to inhibit its existence in the Territories of the Union ; 
and that we enjoin upon our Senators and Representa- 
tives in Congress to make every exertion and employ all 
their influence to procure the passage of a law forever 
excluding Slavery firom the Territories of California and 
New-Mexico. 

DELAWARE FOR FREE TERRITORY. 

The following preamble and resolution were 
adopted by the Legislature of Delaware iu 

1847: 
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The Uassachusetts State CoDTeotion, held at 
Spripgfield, ia the latter part of the month of 
September, 181t, and at which Daniel Webster 
was nominated as a candidate for the Presi- 
dency, passed the following among other co- 
solutiotis : 
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UR. ETEBErt'a VIEWS IN 1837 and SB. 
Oct. Uth, 1837, Hon. Wm. Jacksoo, of New- 
ton, Mass., wrote to Mr. Everett a long letter 
containing the following questions: 
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Is It Jost or safe, with regard to oar foreign relations 
and domestic compact, to admit Texas into the Union ? 

MR. Everett's reply. 

Boston, SUt October ^ 18»r. 

Sib : I have duly received your communication of the 
14Ui inst., in which you desire to be furnished with my 
views on certain questions therein propounded. Under 
other circumstances, I should deem it proper to preface 
my answer with some preliminary remarks, but my en- 
gagements at. the present time compel me to reply as 
concisely as possible. 

In answer to the first question, I observe, that Slavery 
beings by universal admission, a social, political, and 
moral evil of the first magnitude, it is required by jus- 
tice, humanity, and sonnd policy that the slaves should 
be emancipated by those having constitutionally the 
power to effect that object, as soon as it can be done 
peacefolly. and in a manner to better the condition of 
the emancipated. I believe the most considerate por- 
tion of the people of the United States, in every quarter, 
unite in this sentiment ; and you are aware that the 
most eminent Southern names can be cited in its sup- 
port. 

In reply to the second question, I would remark, that 
all the considerations in favor of- emancipation in the 
States, apply with equal force to the District of Co- 
lumbia. My opinions on this subject are fully expressed 
in the resolution adopted by the legislature last winter, 
with a near approach to unanimity, in the following 
terms : " Resolved, That Congress having exclusive legis- 
lation in the District of Columbia, possesses the right to 
abolish Slavery in the said District, and that its exercise 
should only be restrained by regard to the public 
good." 

I know that the slave-trade is carried on to a shocldng 
extent in the District of Columbia. There is no part of 
the South, where it is reputable to be engaged in this 
traffic ; and no Southern State, I am persuaded, would 
permit its existence in its own capital, as it exists at the 
national capital The South and the North ought to 
unite in prohibiting it, by act of Congress — which is the 
local legulature of the District. This has been loudly 
called for, ft-om the District itself. I have before me a 
copy of a petition, couched in very strong language, 
against both Slavery and the slave-trade in the District 
of Columbia, which was presented to Congress in 1S24, 
signed by nearly seven hundred and fifty names of 
citizens of Washington, several of whom were known to 
me to be of the first consideration. I may observe in 
this connection, that at the same session, I voted in the 
negative on a motion to lay upon the table the petition 
of the American Anti-Slavery Society for the abolition of 
Slavery in the District of Columbia, and on two other 
motions, intended, in like manner, to deprive this class 
of petitions of a respectful reception and considera- 
tion. 

The last question propounded by you refers to the 
annexation of Texas. It presents tlie subject of Sla- 
very, in most of its bearings, in a new light. In the 
States, its introduction was the result of a legislation 
forced upon the colonies, and in many cases, in despite 
of acts passed by their legislators, for the prohibition 
of the slave-trade, and regulated by the crown. Its ex- 
istence ia recognized by the Constitution of the United 
States. The rights of property growing out of it are in 
some degree protected by law in the non-slaveholding 
^tes (see the opinion of Chief Justice Shaw in the 
ease of the Commonwealth vs. Aves — an opinion in the 
doctrines and principles of which I fully concur) ; and 
morality and religion frown on all attempts to put an 
end to it by violence and bloodshed. But none of these 
principles countenance a voluntary extension of Slavery ; 
and as the question of annexing Texas is one of volun- 
tary, and aJimost boundless extension, it presents tlie 
subject, as I have said, in a new light. It has been offi- 
cially stated by the Texan Envoy that the region so 
called eontidns two hundred thousand square miles. In 
other words, it might form twenty-five States as 
large as Massachusetts. In this vast region. Slavery 
Was prohibited by Mexico ; it has been restored, and is 
rapidly spreading itself under the new government ; 
and no one denies, that if the independence of Texas is 
sustained. Slavery will be indefinitely extended through- 
out its ample borders. 

The Kxecutive Government of the United States has 
prtHuptly recognized this independence, and by so doing, 
has discharged the whole duty that could be required by 
tbelaw of uattons. Whatever step we take toward an- 
nexation is gratuitous. This whole subject has been so 
ablly dtecnased by Dr. Channing, in his recent letter to 
Ukc. Clay, that it would be superfluous to enlarge upon 



it. I will only say, that If, at this moment, when an all- 
important experiment is in train, to abolish Slavery by 
peaceful and legal means in the British West Indies, 
the United States, instead of imitating their example, or 
even awaiting the result, should rush into a policy of 
giving an indefinite extension to Slavery over a vast 
region incorporated into their Union, we should stand 
condemned before the civilized world. It would be vain 
to expect to gain credit for any farther professions of a 
willingness to be rid of Slavery as soon as possible. No 
extenuation of its existence, on the ground of its having 
been forced upon the country in its colonial state, would 
any longer avail us. It would be thought, and thought 
justly, that lust of power and lust of gold had made us 
deaf to the voice of humanity and justice. We should 
be self-convicted of the enormous crime of having vo- 
luntarily given the greatest possible enlargement to an 
evil, which, in concert with the rest of mankind, we 
had affected to deplore, and that at a time when the 
public sentiment of the civilized world, more than at 
any former period, is aroused to its magnitude. 

There are other objections to the measure drawn from 
its bearing on our foreign relations ; but it is unneces- 
sary to discuss them. 

I am, sir, respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

Edward Everett. 

Hon. William Jackson, 

In 1839, the following questions were put to 
Mr. Everett by Hon. A. Borden, of Massachu- 
setts: 

1. Are you in favor of Immediate abolition by law of 
Slavery in the District of Columbia and of the slave traffic 
between the States of this Union ? 

2. Are you opposed to the admission into the Union of 
any new States the constitutions of which tolerate domes- 
tic Slavery ? 

The following was Mr. Everett's reply : 

Washington, (kt M, 1S89. 

Dear Sir : On Saturday last I only received your let- 
ter of the 18th, propounding to me certain interrogato- 
ries, and earnestly requesting an early answer. You are 
aware that several resolves on the subject of these in- 
quiries and their kindred topics, accompanied by a re- 
port, were introduced into the Senate of the Common- 
wealth, year before last, by a joint committee of the two 
houses, of which the lamented Mr. Alvord was chair- 
man. 

Those resolves, after having been somewhat enlarged by 
amendment, were adopted by the legislature. They ap- 
pear to cover the whole ground of your two interroga- 
tories. Having cheerfully cooperated in the passage of 
the resolves, and concurring in the general reasoning by 
which they are sustained in the powerful report of the 
chairman of the committee, I respond to both your in- 
quiries in the affirmative. 

The first of the three subjects in your inquiry is the 
only one of them which came before Congress while I 
was a member. I voted in the negative on the motion 
to lay upon the table the petition of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society for the abolition of Slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and on other motions of the like char- 
acter introduced to cast off the consideration of this class 
of petitions. 

I am, dear sir, very respectfully, your friend and ser- 
vant. 

Edward Everett. 

IIoN. Nathanikl A. Bordbn. 

The *' several resolves " to which Mr. Everett 
refers in the above letter, in the passage of 
which he " cheerfully cooperated," as Governor 
of Massachusetts, are as follows : 

liesolved, That Congress has, by the Constitution, 
power to abolish Slavery and the slave-trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and that there is nothing in the terms 
or circumstances of the acts of cession by Yir^nia and 
Maryland, or otherwise, enforcing any legal or moral 
restraint on its existence. 

Renolved^ That Congress ought to take measures to 
effect the abolition of Slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Hesolved, That the rights of humanity, the claims of 
justice, and the common good alike, demand the sup- 
pression by Congress of the slave-trade carried on In 
and through the District of Columbia. 

Iie8ok>ed, That Congress has, by the Constitution, 
power to abolish Slavery in the Territories of the United 
States. 
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The foltoTing preamble and resolutiona wert 
iidopted bj the Assembly of the Slat* of New- 
York on tbe loth day of January, 1 84B, by > 
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These reBolut ions were presented in the U. t 
SciiEite by the Hon. John A. Di» (now, 186(1, 
Poatmister of New- York, and defended by hii 
in on elaborate and able epeecb. Oa the Sn 
resolution, ho said: 



a from the addreaa then 
-Id when vehaTeauemblfldfa 






helghU of Cerrn Gordi 



■aigbt-haLted M 
le 10, by the gt 



Among the Reaoltttiona unanimoualy adopted 
y tbis Convention was the following; 
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At a Free Democratic Meeting held in the 

'^} Park at New- York, October 9, 1846, at which 

ju.Ht=,«.uoi riBm»„aiaonoip«iiaiewhByi£iiiiji flenrj Ererson presided, and S. J, TUden, John 

nevor abandon ii neier, never. Van Bureu, and John Cochrane spoke, Mr. 

THB KKw-ioBc wHios TOR rREEDOH iH J8i7. Cochrane iiitroduced the following ResoWea, 

Ac the Whig Slate Convention held at Sjra- ^liich were adopted : 

ciise, October e, 1811, the Hon. James Brooka Unelvid. ThttthspoilUa sf ihs times Indicate pn. 

reported a brief address to the Whigs of the ='«!? to wiiornronuiln Uieprlndplei of the Democracy! 

State, whieb was nnaniu,o«slj adopted. The Z' IS-VSlSlSl^ J^«a™ wb£r&«lj'''d^ 
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political differences, permits that other party tests than 
those which, even if demanding attention, still as but 
questions of expediency, should be, as they have been, 
postponed to the consideration of that one of vital im- 
portance, the freedom of ovr Icmd. 

Resolved^ that we thmk contemptuously of the mind 
which discovers in the extension of the area of Freedom 
cause for the degradation of the South. Could nature so 
belie herself that the preservation of their " inalienable 
rights" to any portion of mankind, must be attended by 
proportionate violation of those of any other portion, we 
say, perish those rights dependent on the Slavery of 
others, rather than one tittle of those be injured that are 
consistent with the rights of all ; that our Constitution 
and our federal history speak to us through the voices of 
the Jeifersons, the Pinckneys, the Lees, and the Ran- 
dolphs of the South, against this miserable, false pre- 
tense. It is not so I The success of tike free principles 
for which we contend, will reestablish the lost equality of 
the States— lost in the insidious increase of the Slave 
States from six, their original and constitutional number, 
to fifteen, the present aggressive and unconstitutional 
number— lost in the twenty-one voices and votes which 
Southern chattel slaves possess among the representa- 
tives of a free people at Washington— lost in the limited 
wealth, in the low intelligence, and in the inferior civili- 
Eation of the South. We would restore this lost equality, 
and, so far from degrading any portion of the Union, we 
mean to elevate the whole to the possession of that Free- 
dom which alone should be the National characteristic. 

MeHolved^ That our senses reject the audacious asser- 
tion that the Extension of Slave Territory at the South 
will abate the evil at the North. Aside from the ab- 
surdity which it involves, that an evil declines in propor- 
tion to and expires with the substance which it procures, 
experience has taught, and the history of the " Pecu- 
liar Institution" itself manifests, that the slaveowner 
of the '' Old Dominion" breeds au increasing gang, and 
amasses an accumulating hoard, just as the demand for 
slaves increases with the diffusion of Slavery over free 
territory at tlie South. In the year 1790, when Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Flonda, were free soil, the slave popula- 
tion was 697,896. In the year 1840, when Slavery had 
spread over this free soil, it numbered 2,487,865, being an 
hicrease in fifty years of 1,787,467 slaves. The extension 
of Slavery to new territory, instead of abating the evil 
in Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Missouri, where it 
numbered in the year 1810, 690,000 slaves, has multiplied 
them to 775,000, in the year 1840, showing an increase 
in thirty years of 185,000 slaves. The existence of 
Slavery depends on its ditlusion. 

GREENE C. BRONSON's OPINION IN 1848. 

In a letter dated July 15th, 1848, Mr. Bron- 
8on, after declining au invitation to attend a 
political meeting, says : 

Slavery cannot exist where there is no positive law to 
uphold it. It is not necessary that it should be forbidden ; 
it is enough that it is not specially authorised. If the 
owner of slaves removes with or sends them into any 
country. State or Territory, where Slavery does not exist 
by law, they will from that moment become free men, and 
will have as good a right to command the master, as he 
will have to command them. State laws have no extra- 
territorial authority ; and a law of Virginia which makes 
a man a slave there, cannot make him a slave in New- 
York, nor beyond the Rocky Mountains. 

Entertaining no doubt upon that question, I can see no 
occasion for asking Congress to legislate against the ex- 
tension of Slavery into free territory, and, as a question' 
of policy, I think it had better be let alone. If our South- 
ern brethren wish to carry their slaves to Oregon, New- 
Mexico or California, they will be under the necessity of 
asking a law to warrant it; and it will then be in time for 
the Free States to resist the measure, as I cannot doubt 
they would, with unwavering firmness. 

I would not needlessly move this question, as it is one 
of an exciting nature, which tends to sectional division, 
and may do us harm as a people. I would leave it to the 
Slaveholding States to decide for themselves, and on their 
own responsibility, when, if ever, the matter shall be 
agitated in Congress. It may be that they will act 
wisely, and never move at all ; especially as it seems 
pretty generally agreed that neither Oregon, New-Mexico, 
nor California, are well adapted to slave labor. But if 
our Southern brethren should make the question, we shall 
have no choice but to meet it; and then, whatever conse- 
quences may follow, I trust the people of the Free States 
will give a united voice against allowing Slavery on a 



single foot of soil where It is not now anthorlied by 
law. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Gbbbnb 0. BaoHEKm. 
To- Messrs. J. Cochsahi, and others, Committee. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE FOR THE WILMOT PROVISO. 

The legislature (then Democratic) of New- 
Hampshire, in June, 1847, passed the following 
resolution : 

ResoVoed^ That in all territory which 'shall hereafter be 
added to or acquired by the United States, where Mavery 
does not exist at the time of such addition,or acquirement, 
neither Slavery or involuntary servitude, except for the 
punii«hment of crime, whereof the party has been duly 
convicted, ought ever to exist, but the same should ever 
remain free; and we are opposed to the extension of 
Slavery over every such Territory — and that we also 
approve the vote of our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress in favor of the Wilmot Proviso. 

OHIO FOR FREE SOIL. 

In the Ohio House of Representatives (session 
of 184*7-8) the following resolution was passed 
by a vote of 43 to 12 : 

Resolvedy By the General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio, that the Senators and Representatives from this 
State in the Congress of the United States be and they are 
hereby requested, to procure the passage of measures in 
the National Legislature, providing for the exclusion of 
Slavery from the Territory of Oregon, and also from any 
other Territory that now is, or hereafter may be, annexed 
to the United States. 

ILLINOIS FOR FREE SOIL. 

The following Resolutions were adopted by 
the Senate of Illinois on the 8th of January, 
1849, and the House of Representatives ontbo 
following day. The Legislature was largely 
Democratic in both branches at the time : 

Resolved by the Senate of the State of Illinois^ tt« 
House of Representatives coTumrring^ That our Sena- 
tors in Congress be instructed, and our Representativee 
requested, to use all honorable means in their power to 
procure the enactment of such laws by Congress for the 
government of the countries and territories of the United 
States acquired by the treaty of peace , friendship, limitu 
and settlement with the Republic of Mexico, conclnded 
February 2, 1848, as shall contain the express declaror' 
Hon " that there shall he neUher Slavery nor itwolun- 
tary servitude in said territories otherwise than in 
the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted." 

Resolved by the Uouse of Representatives^ the Senate 
concurring herein^ That the Governor be respectfully 
requested to transmit to each of our Senators and Rep- 
resentatives in Congress a copy of the joint resolution of 
the Senate, concurred in by the House on the 9th insi, 
for the exclusion of Slavery from the new territories ac- 
quired by our late treaty with the Republic of Mexico. 

SOUTH CAROLINA FOR THE FOREIGN SLAVE-TRADE. 

In the annual message of Governor Adams, 
of South Carolina, for the year 1866, he pro- 
ceeded to argue in favor of the reopening of 
the slave-trade, as follows : 

It is apprehended that the opening of this trade will 
lessen the value of slaves, and ultimately destroy the 
institution. It is a sufficient answer to point to the fact 
that tmrestricted immigration has not diminished the 
value of labor in the northwestern Confederacy. The cry 
there Is the want of labor, notwithstanding capital has the 
pauperism of the old world to press into the grinding ser- 
vice. If we cannot supply the demand for slave labor, then 
we must expect to supply with a species of labor we do 
not want, and which is, from the very nature of things, 
antagonistic to our institutions. It is much better that 
our drays should be driven by slaves, that our factories 
should be worked l)y slaves, that our hotels should be 
served by slaves, that our locomotives should be managed 
by slaves, than that we should be exposed to the introduc- 
tion from any quarter of a population alien to us by birth, 
trahiing, and education, and which in the process of thne 
must lead to the confiict between capital and labor, which 
makes it so difficult to maintain free Institutions in all 
wealthy and civilized nations where such institutions as 
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owra do nol exist In all sUveholdlng Staiea trae policy 
dictates that the superior race should direct, and the 
inferlcMT perform all menial service. Competition between 
the white and black man for this service may not disturb 
Northern sensibility, but does not exactly suit our latitude. 
Irrespective, however, of interest, the act of Oongress 
declaring the slave-trade piracy is a brand upon us which 
I think it important to remove. If the trade be phracy, the 
Blares must be plunder, and no ingenuity can avoid the 
logical necessity of such a conclusion. My hopes and 
fortunes are indissolubly associated with this form of 
society. I feel that I would be wanting in duty if I did 
not urge you to withdraw your assent to an act which is 
itself a direct condemnation of your institutions. But we 
hare interests to enforce a course of self-respect. I be- 
Here, as I have already stated, that more slaves are 



necessary to a continuance of our monopoly In plantation 
products. I believe that they are necessary to the full 
development of our whole round of agricultural and me- 
chanical resources ; that they are necessary to the resto- 
ration of the South to an equality of power in the Fede- 
ral Government, perhaps to the very integrity of slave 
society, disturbed as it has been by causes which have 
introduced an undue proportion of the ruling race. To us 
have been committed the fortunes of this peculiar form of 
society resulting from the union of unequal races. It has 
vindicated its claim to the approbation of an enlightened 
humanity ; it has tivilized and christianized the African ; 
it has exalted the white race to higher hopes and purposes, 
and it is perhaps of the most sacred obligation that we 
riiould give it the means of expansion, and that we should 
press it forward to a perpetuity of progress. 
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On the 12th of June, 1856, Mr. Hamlin rose 
in his place in the Senate, and spoke as follows : 

Ifr. Hamlin. — Mr. President, I rise for a purpose purely 
personal, such as I have never before risen for in the 
Senate. I desire to explain some matters personal to 
myself and to my own future course in public life. 

Several Senators. — Go on. 

Mr. Hamlin. — I ask the Senate to excuse me from farther 
■errice as Ohairman of the Committee on Oommerce. I 
do so because I feel that my relations hereafter will be 
of such a character as to render it proper that I should 
no longer hold that position. I owe this act to the domi- 
nant majority in the Senate. When I cease to harmonize 
with the majority, or tests are applied by that party with 
which I have acted to which I cannot submit, I feel that 
I onc^t no longer to hold that respectable position. I 
propose to state briefly the reasons which have brought 
me to that conclusion. 

Dcurbsg nine years of service in the Senate, I have pre- 
ferred rather to be a working than a talking member ; and 
80 I hare been almost a silent one. On the subjects which 
hare so much agitated the country. Senators know that 
I hare rarely uttered a word. I love my country more 
than I lore my party. I love my country above my love 
for any interest that can too deeply agitate or disturb its 
harmony. I saw, in all the exciting scenes and debates 
through which we have passed, no particular good that 
would result firom my active intermingling in them. My 
heart has often been Aill, and the impulses of that heart 
hare often been felt upon my lips ; but I have repressed 
them there. 

Sir, I hold that the repeal of the Missouri Oompromise 
was a gross moral and political wrong, unequaled in the 
annals of the legislation of this country, and hardly 
equaled in the annals of any other free country. Still, 
sir, with a desire to promote harmony and concord and 
brotherly feeling, I was a quiet man under ali the excit- 
ing debates which led to that fatal result. I believed it 
wrong then ; I can see that wrong lying broadcast all 
around us now. As a wrong, I opposed that measure — 
not, indeed, by my voice, but with consistent and steady 
and uniform votes. I so resisted it in obedience to the 
dictates of my own judgment. I did it also cheerfully, 
in compliance with the instructions of the legislature of 
Maine, which were passed by a vote almost unanimous. 
In the House of Representatives of Maine, consisting of 
one hundred and fifty-one members, only six, I think. 
dissented; and in the Senate, consisting of thirty-one 
members, only one member non-concurred. 

Bat the Missouri restriction was abrogated. The por- 
tentous evils that were predicted have followed, and are 
yet following, along in Its train. It was done, sir, in 
riolation of the pledges of that party with which I have 
always acted, and with which I have always voted. It 
was done in violation of solemn pledges of the President 
of the United States, made In his Inaugural Address. 
Stm, sir, I was disposed to suffer the wrong, while I should 
see that no evil results were flowing from It. We were 
told, by almost every Senator who addressed us upon 
that occasion, that no evil results would follow ; that no 
practical diflkrence in the settlement of the country, and 
in the character of the future State, would take place, 
iriiether the act were done or not. I hare waited calmly 
and patiently to see the fulfillment of that prediction ; 
and I am grieved, sir, to say now that they have at least 
been mistaken in their predictions and promises. They 
hare all signally failed. 

14 



That Senators might hare roted for that measure under 
the belief then expressed and the predictions to which I 
have alluded, I can well understand. But how Senators 
can now defend that measure amid all its evils, which are 
overwhelming the land, if not threatening it with a con- 
flagration, is what I do not comprehend. The whole of 
the disturbed state of the country has its rise in, and is 
attributable to that act alone — ^nothing else. It lies at 
the foundation of all our misfortunes and commotions. 
There would have been no incursions by Missouri border- 
ers into Kansas, either to establish Slavery, or to control 
elections. There would have been no necessity, either, 
for others to have gone there partially to aid in preserv- 
ing the country in its then condition. All would have 
been peace there. Had it not been done, that re- 
pose and quiet which pervaded the public mind then, 
would hold it in tranquillity to-day. Instead of startling 
events we should have quiet and peace within our bor- 
ders, and that fraternal feeling which ought to aidmate 
the citizens of every part of the Union toward those of 
all other sections. 

Sir, the events that are taking place around ns are 
indeed startling. They challenge the public mind and 
appeal to the public judgment; they thrill the public 
nerve as electrity imparts a tremulous motion to the tele- 
graphic wire. It Is a period when all good men should 
unite in applying the proper remedy to secure peace and 
harmony to the country. Is this to be done by any of us, 
by remaining associated with those who have been instru- 
mental in producing these results, and who now justi^ 
them ? I do not see my duty lying in that direction. 

I have, while temporarily acquiescing, stated here and 
at home, everywhere, uniformly, that when the test of 
those measures was applied to me as one of party fidelity, 
I would sunder them as flax Is sundered at the touch of 
fire. I do it now. 

The occasion involves a question of moral duty ; and 
self-respect allows me no other line of duty but to follow 
the dictates of my own judgment and theimpuUes of my 
own heart. A just man may cheerfully submit to many 
enforced humiliations; but a self-degraded man has 
ceased to be worthy to be deemed a man at all. 

Sir, what has the recent Democratic Convention at 
Cincinnati done ? It has indorsed the measure I have 
condemned, and has sanctioned its destructive and ruin- 
ous effects. It has done more — vastly more. That prin- 
ciple or policy of Territorial Sovereignty which once had, 
and which I suppose now has, its advocates within these 
walls, is stricken down ; and there is an absolute denial 
of it^in the resolutions of the Convention, if I can draw 
right conclusions— a denial equally to Congress, and even 
to the people of the Territories, of the right to settle the 
question of Slavery therein. On the contrary, the Con- 
vention has actually incorporated into the platform of 
the Democratic party that doctrine which, only a few 
years ago, met nothing but ridicule and contempt here 
and elsewhere, namely : that the flag of the Federal 
Union, under the Constitution of the United States, car- 
ries Slavery wherever it floats. If this baleful principle 
be true, then that National Ode which insphres us always 
as on a battle-field, should be re-written by Drake, and 
should read thus : 

" Forever float that standard sheet ; 

Where breathes the foe but falls before ns, 
With Slavery's soil beneath our feet, 
And Slavery's banner streaming o'er us f" 

Now, sir, what is the precise condition in which this 
matter is left by the Cincixmati Convention ? I do not 
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desiga to trespaw many momenti on the Senate ; but al- 
low me to read and offer a very few comments upon 
•ome portions of the Democratic platform. The first re- 
solution that treats upon the subject is in these words— 
I read just so much of it as Is applicable to my present 
remarlcs: 

" That Congress has no power under tlie Constitution to In- 
terfere with or coDtrol the domestic institutions of the several 
States, and tliat all such States are the sole and proper Judges 
of everything appertaining to their own affairs not prohibited 
by the Ck>nstltution." ^ 

I take it that this language, thus far. Is language which 
meets a willing and ready response f^om every Senator 
here — certainly it does from me. But in the following 
resolution I find these words : 

" Betotved, That the foregoing proposition covers, and wm 
intended to embrace, the wt:ole subject of Slavery agitation 
in Congress." 

The first resolution which I read was adopted years 
ago in Democratic Conventions. The second resolution 
which I read was adopted in subsequent years, when a 
different state of things had arisen, and it became neces- 
sary to apply an abstract proposition relating to the 
States, to the Territories. Hence the adoption of the lan- 
guage contained in the second Resolution which I have 
read. 

Now, sir, I deny the position thus assumed by the Cin- 
cinnati Convention. In the language of the Senator from 
Eentuclcy (Mr. Crittenden), so ably and so appropriately 
used on Tuesday last, I hold that the entire and unquali- 
fied sovereignty of the Territories is in Congress. That 
is my Judgment ; but this resolution brings the Territories 
precisely within the same limitations which are applied 
to the States in the resolution which I first read. The 
two talcen together deny to Congress any power of legis- 
lation in the Territories. 

Follow on, and let us see what remidns. Adopted ae a 
part of the present platform, and as necessary to a new 
state of things, and to meet an emergency now existing, 
the Convention says : 

" The American Democracy recognize and adopt the princi- 

5 lea contained In the organic law esiablishing the Territories of 
[anxai and Nebraslca, as embodying the only sound and safe 
solution of the Slavery question, upon which the great national 
idea of the people of thin whole country can repose, in its de- 
termined conservatism of the Union — non-interference by Con- 
gress with Slavery in the States and Territories." 

Then follows the last resolution : 

** Besolved. That we recognize the right of the peopleof all the 
Territories, including Kansas and Nebraska, acting through 
the fably-ezpressed will of the majority of actual residents, 
and whenever the number of their inhabitants Justifies it, to 
form a constitution, with or without domestic Slavery, and be 
admitted into the Union upon terms of perfect eqnalitv with 
tho other States." -* ^ 



Take all these resolutions together, and the dedaclion 
which we must necessarily draw firom them Is a denial to 
Congress of any power whatever to legislate upon the 
subject of Slavery. The last resolution denies to the peo- 
ple of the Territories any power over that subject, save 
when they shall have a sufficient number to form a con- 
stitution and become a State, and also denies that Con- 
gress has any power over the subject ; and so the resohi- 
tions hold that this power is at least in abeyance while 
the Territory is in a Territorial condition. That is the 
only conclusion which you can draw from these resolu- 
tions. Alas ! for short-lived Territorial Sovereignty I It 
came to its death in the house of its friends : it was btuied 
by the same hands which had given it baptism ! 

But, sir, I did not rise for the purpose of discussing 
these resolutions, but only to read them, and state the 
action which I propose to take in view of them. I may 
— I probably shall— take some subsequent occasion, when 
I shall endeavor to present to the Senate and the coun- 
try a fidr account of what is the true issue presented to 
the people for their consideration and decision. 

My object now te to show only that the Cincinnati Con- 
vention has indorsed and approved of the repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise, from which so many evils have 
already flowed— firom which, I fear, more and worse 
evils must yet be anticipated. It would of course, be ex- 
pected that the Presidential nominee of that Conventicm 
would accept, cordially and cheerfully, the platform pre- 
pared for him by his party friends. No person can ob- 
ject to that. There is no equivocation on his part about 
the matter. I beg leave to read a short extract flrom a 
speech of that gentleman, made at his own home, wittdn 
the last few days. In reply to the Keystone Club, which 
paid him a visit there, Mr. Buchanan said : 

" Qentlemen, two weeks since I should have* made you a 
longer speech ; but now I have been placed on a pUmorm 
of which I most heartily approve, and that can speak for me. 
BeUig the representative of^ the great Democratic party, and 
not simply James Buchanan, I must sauare my conduct ac- 
cording to the platform of the party, and insert no new plank, 
nor take one from it" 

These events leave to me only one unpleasani duty, 
which is to declare here that I can maintain political 
associations with no party that insists upon such doc- 
trines ; that I can support no man for President who 
avows and recognizes them ; and that the little of that 
power with which God has endowed me shall be em- 
ployed to battle manfully, firmly, and consistently for 
his defeat, demanded as it is by the highest interests of 
the country which owns all my allegiance. 

The President. — The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Maine to be excused from further service 
on the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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MESSRS. LINCOLN AND HAMLIN ACCEPT. 

The following is the correspondence between 
the officers of the Republican National Conven- 
tion and the candidates thereof for President 
and Vice-President : 

Ohioaoo, May 18, 1860. 

To the Hov. Abraham Lincoln, ofHUnois. 

Sib : The representatives of the Republican Party of 
the United States, assembled in Convention at Chicago, 
have this day, by a unanimous vote, selected you as the 
Republican candidate for the office of President of the 
United States to be supported at the next election ; and 
the undersigned were appointed a Committee of the Con- 
Tentlon to apprise you of this nomination, and respectfully 
to request that you will accept it. A declaration of the 
principles and sentiments adopted by the Convention 
accompanies this communication. 

In the performance of this agreeable duty we. take 
leave to add our confident assurance that the nomination 
of the Chicago Convention will be ratified by the suffrages 
of the people. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect and regard, 
your friends and fellow-citizens. 

Gkobgi AsHiiUN, of Massachusetts, 
President of the Convention. 
Wm. M. Evarts, of New-York, 
Joel Burluoamb, of Oregon, 



Ephraim Marsh, of New-iJersey, 
GiDBON Wells, of Connecticut, 

D. K. Carter, of Ohio, 
Carl Schurz, of Wisconsin, 
Jambs F. Simmons, of Rhode Island, 
John W. North, of Minnesota, 
Geo. D. Blakbt, of Kentucky, 
Peter T. Washburn, of Vermont, 

A. C. Wilder, of Kansas, 

Edward H. Rollins, of New^HampshiKi 
Francis S. Corkkan, of Maryland, 
Norman B. Judd, of Illinois, 
N. B. Smithers, of Delaware, 
Wm. H. MoCrillis, of Maine, 
Alfred Caldwell, of Virginia, 
Caleb B. Smith, of Indiana, 
Austin Blair, of Michigan, 
Wm. p. Clarke, of Iowa, 

B. Oratz Brown, of Missouri, 
P. P. Tract, of California, 

E. D. Webster, of Nebraska, 

6. A. Hall, Of District of Columbia, 
John A. Andrew, of Massachusetts, 
A. H. R SEDER, of Pennsylvania. 

Springfild, III., May 28, 1860. 

Hon. Georqb Ashmun, President of the RepvAUoan 
2faUonal CorMfenMon, 
Sir: I accept the nomination tendered me by the 
Convention over which you presided, and of which I am 
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fonnally apprised in the letter of yourself and others, 
acting as a Committee of the Convention for that pur- 
pose. 

The declaration of principles and sentiments, which 
accompanies your letter, meets my approval ; and it 
shall be my care not to violate, or disregard it, in any 
part. 

Imploring the assistance of Divine Providence, and 
ytith due regard to the views and feelings of all who were 
represented in the Convention ; to the rights of all the 
States, and Territories, and people of the nation ; to the 
inviolability of the Constitution, and the perpetual union, 
harmony and prosperity of all, I am most happy to co- 
operate for the practical success of the principles declared 
by the Convention. 

Your obliged friend and fellow-citizen, 

Abraham Lincoln. 

A similar letter was sent to the nominee for 
the Vice-Presidency, to which the following is 
the reply. 

Washington, May 80, 1860. 

Grntlrmen: Your official communication of the 18th 
instant, infurmiog me that the representatives of the 
Republican party of the United States, assembled at Chi- 
cago, on that day, had, by a unanimous vote, selected 
me as their candidate for the office of Vice-President of 
the United States, has been received, together with the 
resolutions adopted by the Convention as its declaration 
of principles. 

Those resolutions enunciate clearly and forcibly the 
principles which unite us, and the objects proposed to be 
accomplished. They address themselves to all, and there 
is neither necessity nor propriety in my entering upon a 
dlecussion of any of them. They have the approval of 
my judgment, and in any action of mine will be faitli- 
fully and cordially sustained. 

I am profoundly grateful to those with whom it is my 
pride and pleasure politically to cooperate, tor the nomi- 
nation so unexpectedly conferred ; and I desire to tender 
through you, to the members of the Convention, my sin- 
cere thanlcs for the confidence thus reposed in me. Should 
the nomination, which I now accept, be ratified by the 
people, and the duties devolve upon me of presiding over 
the Senate of the United States, it will be ray earnest 
endeavor faithfully to discharge them with a just regai-d 
for the rights of all. 

It is to be observed, in connection with the doings of 
the Republican Conveiftion, that a paramount object 
with us is to preserve tRe normal condition of our Territo- 
torial Domain as homes for Free men. The able advocate 
and defender of Republican principles, whom you have 
nominated for the highest place that can gratify the 
ambition of man, comes Arom a State which has been 
made what it is, by special action, in that respect, of the 
wise and good men who founded our institutions. The 
rights of free labor have there been vindicated and 
maintained. The thrift and enterprise which so distin- 
guish Illinois, one of the most flourishing States of the 
glorious West, we would see secured to all the Territories 
of the Union ; and restore peace and harmony to the 
whole country, by bringing back the Government to what 
it was under the wise and patriotic men who created it. 
If the Republicans shall succeed in that object, as they 
hope to, they will be held in grateful remembrance by the 
busy and teeming millions of future ages. 

I am, very truly yours, 
U. Hamlin. 
The Hon. Georgk Ashmun, President of the Convention, 

and others of the Convention. 

UR. BRECKINRIDGE ACCEPTS. 

Washington Citt, July 6, 1860. 

Dear Sib : I have your letter of the 28d ultimo, by 
which I am officially informed of my nomination for the 
office of President of the United States by the Democratic 
National Convention lately assembled at Baltimore. 

The circumstances of this nomination will justify me in 
referring to its personal aspect. 

I have not sought nor desired to be placed before the 
country for the office of President. When my name was 
presented to the Convention at Charleston, it was with- 
drawn by a friend in obedience to my expressed wishes. 
My views had not changed when the Convention reas- 
sembled at Baltimore, and when I heard of the differences 
which occurred there, my indisposition to be connected 
prominently with the canvass was confirmed and ex- 
pressed to many friends. 

Without discussing the occurrences which preceded the 
lUMidnations, and which are or soon will be well under- 
iCood by the country, I have only to say that I approved, 



aa just and necessary to the preservation of the National 
organization and the sacred right of representation, the 
action of the Convention over wliich you continued to 
preside : and thus approving it, and having resolved to 
sustain it, I feel that it does not become me to select the 
position I shall occupy, nor to shrink from the respond- 
biliUes of the post to which I have been assigned. 
Accordingly, I accept the nomination from a sense of 
public duty, and, as I think, uninfluenced in any degree 
by the allurements of ambition. 

I avail myself of this occasion to say that the confidence 
in my personal and public character hnplied by the action 
of the Convention, will always be gratefully remembered ; 
and it is but just, also, to my own feelhigs, to express my 
gratification at the association of my name with that of 
my friend Gen. Lane, a patriot and a soldier, whose great 
services in the field and in council entitle him to the 
gratitude and confidence of his countrjrmen. 

The resolutions adopted by the Convention have my 
cordial approval. They are just to all parts of the Union, 
to all our citizens, native and naturalized, and they form 
a noble policy for any administration. 

The questions touching the rights of persons and pro- 
perty, which have of late been much discussed, find in 
these resolutions a constitutional solution. Our Union la 
a Confederacy of equal sovereign States, for the purposes 
enumerated in the Federal Constitution. Whatever the 
common Government holds in trust for aU the States must 
be eiyoyed equally by each. It controls the Territories 
in trust for all the States. Nothing less than sovereignty 
can destroy or impair the rights of persons or property. 
The Territorial Governments atre subordinate and tempo- 
rary, and not sovereign ; hence they cannot destroy or 
impair the rights of persons or property. While they 
continue to be Territories they are under the control of 
Congress, but the Constitution nowhere confers on any 
branch of the Federal Government the power to discrimi- 
nate against the rights of the States or the property of 
their citizens in the Territories. It follows that the citi- 
zens of all the States may enter the Territories of the 
Union with their property, of whatever kind, and enjoy it 
during the territorial condition without let or hindrance, 
either by Congress or by the subordinate Territorial 
Governments. 

These principles fiow directly from the absence of 
sovereignty in the Territorial Governments, and from the 
equality of the States. Indeed, they are essential to that 
equality, which Is, and ever has been, the vital principle 
of our Constitutional Union. They have been settled 
legislatively— settied judiciously, and are sustained by 
right reason. They rest on the rock of the Constitution— 
they will preserve the Union. 

It is idle to attempt to smother these great issues, or to 
misrepresent them by the use of partisan phrases, which 
are misleading and delusive. The people will look be- 
neath such expressions as " Intervention," " Congress- 
ional Slave Code," and the like, and will penetrate to the 
real questions involved. The fi lends of Constitutional 
equality do not and never did demand a *' Congressional 
Slave Code," nor any other code in regard to property in 
the Territories. They hold the doctrine of non-interven- 
tion by Congress, or by a Territorial Legislature, either 
to establish or prohibit Slavery ; but they assert (fortlfi- 
ed by the highest judicial tiibunal in the Union) the plain 
duty of the Federal Government, In all its departments, 
to secure, when necessary, to the citizens of all the 
States, the enjoyment of their property in the common 
Territories, as everywhere else within its jurisdiction. 
The only logical answer to this would seem to be to 
claim sovereign power for the Territories, or to deny 
that the Constitution recognizes property in the services 
of negro slaves, or to deny that such property can exist. 

Inexorable logic, which works Its steady way through 
clouds and pastion, compels the country to meet tho 
issue. There Is no evasive middle ground. Already tho 
signs multiply of a fanatical and growing party, which 
denies that under the Constitution, or by any other law, 
slave property can exist ; and ultknately the struggle 
must come between this party and the National Demo- 
cracy, sustained by all the other conservative elements 
In the Union. 

I think it will be impossible for a candid mind to dis- 
cover hostility to the Union or a taint of sectionalisni 
In the resolutions^ adopted by the Convention. The 
Constitution and the Union repose on the equality 
of the States, which lies like a broad foundation under- 
neath our whole political structure. As I construe 
them, the resolutions simply assert this equality. They 
demand nothing for any State or section that Is not 
cheerfully conceded to all the rest. It is well to remem- 
ber that the chief disorders which have afflicted oar 
country have grown out of the violation of State equality, 
and that as long as this great principle has been respected 
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tingaiahed statesman of Massaohosetts, Edward Everett, 
a gentlemen held by general consent to be altogether 
vorthy of the first. 

Tendering my grateful acknowledgments for the kind 
and complimentary manner in which you were pleased 
to accompany the communication of my nomination, I 
am, dear sir, with the highest respect, 

Your obedient servant, John Bill. 

To the Uon. Washington Hunt. 

MR. EYERETT'S acceptance. 

Boston, May 29, 1860. 

Mt Dbab Sir: I have duly received your letter of the 
11th, in which you inform me officially, that the National 
Union Convention, recently in session at Baltimore, had 
done me the honor to nominate me as its candidate for 
the office of Vice-President of the United States. 

I am deeply impressed with this manifestation of the 
fitvorable opinion of the Convention, comprising as it did 
among its members so many persons distinguished for 
public service, patriotism and intelligence; and fably 
representing a considerable portion of the conservative 
feeling of the country. For the great cordiality with 
which, as you inform me, my name was proposed and 
received, my warmest thanks are due. 

The gi-ateful acceptance of such a nomination would, 
under ordinary circumstances, be a matter of course ; 
but it has unavoidably been with me the subject of long 
and anxious hesitation. The grounds of this hesitation I 
owe it to the Convention which has honored me with 
this mark of its confidence, and to myself, to explain ; 
loath as I am to dwell on matters of personal interest 
of no importance to the public. 

It is generally known that I have, for some years 
past, retired from active participation in political life, 
not, as I hope I have shown, from indolence or want of 
sympathy with my fellow-citizens in the pursuit of the 
great objects of social life. The reasons of my retire- 
ment have been more than once publicly stated, and I 
beg to repeat them here from my speech at the Union 
meeting in Faneuil Hall last December : 

**I did not suppose that anything could occur which 
would make me think it my duty to appear again on this 

glatform, on any occasion of a political character ; and 
ad this meeting been of a party nature, or designed to 
S remote any party purposes, I should not have been 
ere. When compelled, by the prostration of my health, 
five years ago, to resign the distinguished place which I 
then filled in the public service,it was with no expectation, 
no wish, and no intention of ever again mingling in the 
scenes of public life. I have, accordingly, with the par- 
tial restoration of my health, abstained from all partici- 
Eation in political action of any kind ; partly because I 
ave found a more congenial, and, as I venture to think, 
a more useful occupation, in seeking to rally the affec- 
tions of my countrymen. North and South, to that great 
name and precious memory which are left almost alone 
of all the numerous kindly associations which once 
bound the different sections of the country together, and 
also because, between the extremes of opinion that have 
long distracted and now threaten to convulse the coun- 
try, I find no middle ground of practical usefulness, on 
which a friend of moderate counsels can stand." 

It having been suggested to me, notwithstanding these 
avowals, that I might be thought of, at the Union Con- 
vention, as a candidate for the Presidency, I requested, 
by telegraphic message and by letter, that my name, if 
brought forward, might be withdrawn. It is true that in 
these communications I had only in view a nomination 
to the Presidency, none other having been suggested to 
me ; but all the reasons above indicated, which led me 
in advance to decline such a nomination, apply with 
equal force to the Vice- Presidency. These reasons, of 
course, still exist in unimpaired force, and I cannot now 
take an active part in politics without abandoning a 
deliberately formed purpose, and even exposing myself 
to the suspicion of insincerity in its persistent avowal. 

Without dwelling upon these considerations, of which, 
however, I am sure the weight will be admitted, I beg 
leave to advert for a moment to my connection with the 
movement for the purchase of Mount Vernon, to which 
your letter alludes in such obliging terms. The favor 
which has attended my exertions in that cause (if I may 
without indelicacy say anything on that subject) has been 
mainly the result of my known and recognized discon- 
nection from party politics. If it could have been even 
plausibly insinuated that I was, or intended to become, 
a candidate for high political honors, I should, fn my 
Tarious excursions in aid of that fund, have laid myself 
open to the imputation of speaking one word for Mount 
"Vernon and two for myself. As it is, the people through 
out the Union have generously given me credit for hav- 



ing a single eye to that meritorioos otjeet. ^ Ikr as th« 
purchase of Mount Vernon is concerned, that object has 
been effected, under the judicious and efficient mau- 
agement of the Regent and Vice-Regents of the Asso- 
eiation, with the aid of theUr intelligent and acUve assist- 
ants throughout the Union. But a sum of money equal 
to that already raised is still wanting for the repair of 
the Mansion, the inclosure of the land purchased, the 
restoration of the house and grounds, as far as practi- 
cable, to their condition in 1800, and the establishment 
of a permanent fund for their conservation. I own 
that I am desirous still to enjoy the privilege of coope- 
rating in this noble work, which, however, it will be im- 
possible for me to do to any advantage, whatever may 
be the result of the present canvass, if I am drawn into 
the vortex of a strenuously contested election. There 
are many parts of the country which I have not yet 
visited. I had promised myself a rich harvest flrom the 
patriotic liberality of the States on the Gulf of Mexico, 
and of those on the Mississippi River (which I have not 
yet been able to visit, with the exception of Missouri, 
through often kindly invited), and I confess that it is 
very painful to me to withdraw from that broad field 
of congenial labor to tread the thorny and "Ouvnldwi 
paths of politics. 

Apart from the pecuniary aspects of the case, which, 
however, are of considerable importance, I will candidly 
say that in holding up to the admiring veneration of the 
American people the peerless name of Washington, 
(almost the only bond of fraternal sentiment which the 
bitterness of our sectional controversies has left us), I 
feel as if I was doing more good, as far as I am able to 
do any good, and contributing more to revive the kindly 
feeling which once existed Ibetween North and South, 
and which is now, I grieve to say, nearly extinct, than I 
could possibly do by engaging in the wretched scramble 
for office — which is one great source of the dangers that 
threaten the country. 

These considerations, and others of a still more personal 
nature, have necessarily occasioned me to reflect long and 
anxiously, before accepting the nomination with which 
the Union Convention has honored me. In jrieldingat 
length to the earnest solicitations which have been ad- 
dressed to me, from the most respectable sources in almost 
every part of the Union, I make a painful sacrifice of 
inclination to what I am led to believe a public duty. It 
has been urged upon me, and I cannot deny that such is 
my own feeUngs, that we have fallen upon times that call 
upon all good citizens, at whatever cost of personal con- 
venience, to contribute their share, however humble, to 
the public service. 

I suppose it to be the almost universal impression — ^It is 
certainly mine — ^that the existing state of affairs is ex- 
tremely critical. Our political controversies have sub- 
stantially assumed an almost purely sectional charactei^- 
that of a fearful struggle between the North and the 
South. It would not be difficult to show at length the 
perilous nature and tendency of this struggle, but I can 
only say, on this occasion, that, in my opinion, it cannot 
be much longer kept up, without rending the Union. I 
do not mean that either of the great parties in the country 
desires or aims at a separation of the States as a final 
object, although there are extremists In considerable 
numbers who have that object in view. While a potent 
and a baleful influence is exercised by men of this class, 
in both sections of the Union, a portion of the conserva- 
tive masses are insensibly and gradually goaded into con- 
currence with opinions and sentiments with which, in the 
outset, they had no sympathy. Meantime, almost wholly 
neglecting the main public interests, our political contro- 
versies turn more and more on questions, in reference to 
which, as abstract formulse, the great sections of the 
country differ irreconcilably, though there is nothing 
practically important at stake which requires the discus- 
sion to be kept up. These controversies are carried on 
with steadily increasing bitterness and exasperation. The 
passions thus kindled have already led to acts of violence 
and bloodshed, approaching to civil war In the Tenitories, 
and attempted servile insurrection in the States. The 
great religious and philanthropic associations of the coun- 
try are sundered, and the kindly social relations of North 
and South seriously impaired. The national House of 
Representatives, hovering on the verge of anarchy, re- 
quires weeks to effect an organization, which ought to be 
the work of an hour, and it holds its sessions (many of its 
members, I am told, armed with concealed weapons), on 
the crust of a volcano. The candidates for the Presidency 
representing respectively the dominant sectional ideas, 
will, at the ensuing election, in all probability, be sup- 
ported by a purely geographical vote. In other words, 
we are already brought to a pass, at which North and 
South cannot and wUl not codperate in the periodical 
reorganization of the Government. 
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CAMPAIGN DOCUMENTS. 



We invite the attention of friends of the Republican cause to the following list of documents : 

Please pay particular attention to the remarks on Postage on these documents, as prepayment 
is required. 

L THB IRREFRESSIBLIS CONFLICT: Gov. Seward's Rochester Speech of 1868; 
with Charles 0*Conor*s Union-Meeting Speech, December 19, 1859. 

n. THE DEMOCRATIC LEADERS FOR DISUNION : Speech of Henry Wilson of 
Massachusetts, in the Senate, January 25, 1860. 

IIL TB:E ADBinSSION OF KANSAS : Gov. Seward's great Speech, in Senate, February 
29, 1860. 

IV. NATIONAL POLITICS : Speech of Abraham Li^oln, of Illinois, at the Cooper Insti* 
tute, Kew-York, February 27, 1860 ; James R. Doolittle's Vindication of Wisconsin. 

V. LAND FOR T^E LANDLESS : The Hon. Galusha A. Grow's Speech, in the House, 
February 29, 1860. 

VL THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN: By an Illinois Republican, who knows 
well the man and his history. A large compact pamphlet of 82 double-column pages, for general 
circulation as a compugn document. Price 4 cents a copy, 40 cents per dozen, $2 60 per 
hundred, $20 per thousand. If required by mail, one cent additional must be sent to prepay 
postage. Cash orders are solicited, and wiU be filled in the order of their reception. 

Vn. PROTECTION OF HOME LABOR AND HOME PRODUCTIONS NECES- 
SARY TO THE PROSPERITY OF THE AMERICAN FARMER : By Henry Carey 
Baird. 16 large octavo pages. 

The above are printed on fair type and good paper, each forming a large octavo tract of 16 
pages, except No. 6, which is double size and price. They are sold in quantities of One Thou- 
sand, or over, for one cent per copy, and the Thousand may be made up from the list above 
^ven, as the buyer may desire. In smaller quantities, $1 26 per hundred ; 26 cents per dozen ; 
singly, 4 cents. By mail, postage prepaid, 6 cents per copy, 80 cents per dozen, $1 60 per 100, 
$18 60 per 1,000. 

IN GERMAN. 

L Seward's late Speech on the Admission of Kansas. 

XL Land for the Landless : The Hon. Galusha A. Growls Speech. 

HL National Politics : Abraham Lincoln^s Speech. 

IV. The Irrepressible Oonflict : Gov. Seward's Rochester Speech. 

V. State Rights and Supreme Court : The Hon. James R. Doolittle's Speech. 
VL The Democratic Leaders for Disunion : The Hon. Henry Wilson's Speech. 
vn. The Barbarism of Slavery : The Hon. Owen Lovejoy's Speech. 

Price of all these German Speeches, 6 cents a single copy ; |2 60 per 100 ; $16 per 1,000. 
By mail, postage prepaid, 6 cents each, 60 cents per dozen, 25 for Jjil, 100 for $2 76, 1,000 for 
%\1 60. 

Will not our Republican friends aid us to " circulate the documents ?" Now is the time when 
thousands of minds can be reached and influenced. 

Address THE TRIBUNE, 

Tribune JBuildinge^ NwhYcnrJe, 



THE NEW-TORK TRIBUNE. 

mDUGEMENTS TO GLUBS. 

NO W IS THE TIME TO SUBSCBIBE. 

Ths Tribune — now more than eighteen years old, and having over a quarter of a million sub- 
scribers, or constant purchasers diffused through every State and Territory of our Union — will 
continue in essence what it has been — ^the earnest champion of Liberty, Progress, and of what- 
ever will conduce to our nation's growth in Virtue, Industry, Knowledge, and Prosperity. 

THE NEW-TOKK DAILY TRIBIINE 

is printed on a large imperial sheet, and published every morning and evening (Sundays ex- 
cepted). It contains Editorials on the topics of the times, employing a large corps of the best 
newspaper writers of the day ; Domestic and Foreign Correspondence ; Proceedings of Con- 
gress; Reports of Lectures; City News; Cattle, Horse, and Produce Markets; Reviews of 
Books ; Literary intelligence ; Papdfc on Mechanics and the Arts, Cookery, etc., etc. We strive 
to make THE TRIBUNE a newspaper to meet the wants of the public— its Telegraphic news 
alone costing over $16,000 per annum. 

TERMS : The Dailt Tribune is mailed to subscribers at $6 per annum, in advance ; $3 for 
six months. 

THE NEW-TOEK SEMI-WEEBXY TRIBUNE 

is published every Tuesday and Friday, and contains all the Editorials of the Daily, with the 
Cattle, Horse, and General Markets, reliably reported expressly for THE TRIBUNE. Notice of 
New Inventions ; Foreign and Domestic Correspondence ; Articles on Cookery ; and daring the 
Sessions of Congress, it contains a summary of Congressional doings, with the more important 
speeches. We shall, as heretofore, make the sbmi-wbeelt tribune a Literary, as well as Polit- 
ical newspaper, and we are determined that it shall remain in the front rank of family papers. 

TERMS. 

Per Copy, one year $3 00 | Five Copies, one year ..... $11 25 

Two Copies, one year 6 00 I Ten do. to one addreaa 20 00 

Aoy person sending us a club of twenty or over, will be entitled to an extra copy. For a 

club of forty, we will send The Daily Tribune one year. 

• THE ITEW-TOIIK WEEKLY TRIBUNE, 

a large eight page paper for the country, is published every Saturday, and contains Editorials on 
the important topics of the times, the news of the week, interesting correspondence from all 
parts of the world, the New- York Cattle, Horse, and Produce Markets, interest'tng and reliable 
Political, Mechanical, and Agricultural articles. Papers on Cookery, etc., etc. 

We shall, during this year, as hitherto, constantly labor to improve the quality of the instruct- 
ive entertainment afforded by THE WEEKLY TRIBUNE, which, we intend, shall continue to 
be the best Family Weekly Newspaper published in the world. We consider the Cattle Market 
Reports alone richly worth, to cattle raisers, a yearns subscription price. 

TERMS. 

One Copy, one year $2 1 Five Copies, one year • • • . • $8 

Three Copies, one year 61 Ten Copies, one year 12 

Twenty Copies, to one ctddresa ..... 20 

Twenty Copies, to address qf each subscriber 24 

Any person sending us a club of twenty or niore, will be entitled to an extra copy. For a 
club of forty, we will send THE SEMI- WEEKLY TRIBUNE, and for a club of one hundred, 
THE DAILY TRIBUNE wiU be sent gratis. 

Subscriptions may commence at any time. Terms always cash in advance. All letters to bo 

addressed to THE TRIBUNE, Tribune BaildingSi 

Nassau St., New-York. 



THE 

TRIBUNE ALMMAC FOR 1860 

CONTAINS: 

APPROPRIATIONS BY CONGRESS. LEAP-YEAR. 

CABINET OP THE UNITED STATES. OOOULTATIONS. 

CALENDARS FOR 1860. POSTAGE, RATES OF 

CHRONOLOGICAL CYCLES. PRESIDENT, POPULAR VOTE FOR, BY 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. STATES. 

DAY AND NIGHT, LENGTH OF RETURNS OF ELECTIONS in all the States 

ECLIPSES FOR 1860. holding General Elections during the year 

EQUINOXES AND SOLSTICES FOR 1860. 1859, carefully compiled expressly for the 

EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNI- Tribune Almanac, and compared with former 

TED STATES. elections for convenient reference. 

GOVERNORS OF THE STATES AND TER- SEASONS, DURATION OF 
RITORIES. SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

GOVERNMENTS OF EUROPE. SLAVE TRADE, FOREIGN 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SOVEREIGNS OF EUROPE. 

UNITED STATES. STARS, MORNING AND EVENING 

ITALIAN WAR, SKETCH OF THE STATE GOVERNMENTS. 

KANSAS IN 1869. SUPREME COURT, JUDGES OF 

LAND FOR THE LANDLESS. TIDES. 

MINISTERS PLENIPOTENTIARY AND TREASURY ESTIMATES FOR 1860. 

MEhSTERS RESIDENT. TRUE TIME. 

Price (postage prepaid), single copies, 13 cents, American coin ; 12 copies, $1 ; 100 copies, $&. 
If sent by Express, $7 per 100; 13 copies for $1. 
Orders, accompanied with the cash, respectfully solicited. Address, 

THB TRIBUNE, New-Tork. 



EVERT LAWYER SHOULD HAVE A COPT, 

THE LEMMON SLAYE CASE. 



•4«- 



The full history of the Lemmon Slave Oase, from its origin to its final decision in the Court 
of Appeals, containing the opinion of Judge Paine, before whom the case was first heard, the 
opinion of the Supreme Court, the points and arguments of Charles O^Conor, William M. Evarts 
and Joseph Blunt, in the Court of Appeals, and the opinions of Judge Denio, Wright, and 
Clerke. The great importance of the legal and political principles involved, the boldness with 
which the issues were made, and the ability with which the argument was sustained on both: 
sides, render this one of the most significant and universally interesting trials that ever took 
place in this country. Price per copy, 25 cents ; per 100, $16. If sent by mail, 5 cents in ad*^ 
dition must be sent to prepay postage. Terms cash. Address 

TBS TRlHUNJbl, Txibone Boildings, New-TorSb 



HORACE GREELEY'S 



OVERLAND JOURNEY TO CALIFORNIA, 



IN THE SUMMER OF 1859. 



XMBBACINO 



AN AOOOUNT OF THE PRESENT 



MORMON CHURCH IN UTAH. 



BY 



HORACE GREELEY. 

One, vol. 12mo., doth. Price $!• 

No more interesting record of American Travel has ever appeared than Mr. Greelej^s Let- 
ters, written while on his recent journey through the Great West, Utah and California. Thej 
have already attracted the attention of thousands in all parts of the country, and a universal 
desire has been expressed to have them in a connected and permanent form. 

The book contains a careful revision of the Letters already published, and also much new and 
interesting matter, including the author's notes and observations among the Mormons in Utah, 
closing with a chapter on the Pacific Railroad, in which its importance and feasibility are clearly 
set forth, and its ultimate success fully established. 

THE FOLLOWING LIST IS FROM THE TABLE OF CONTENTS : 

From New-Tork to Kansas. South Pass to Bridger. 

Notes on Kansas. From Bridger to Salt Lake. 
Summing up on Kansas. , Two Hours with Brigham Toung. 

On the Plains. The Mormons and Mormonism. 

The Home of the Buffiilo. Salt Lake and its Environs. 

Last of the Buffalo. The Army in Utah: 

The American Desert. From Salt Lake to Carson Valley. 

Good Bye to the Desert. Carson Valley — ^The Sierra Nevada. 

The Kansas Gold Diggings. California Mines and Mining. 

The Plains— The Mountains. California— The Yosemite. 

The Gold in the Rocky Mountains. California— The Big Trees. 

** Lo, the Poor Indian." California Physically considered. 

Western Characters. California — Its Resources. 

From Denver to Laramie. California — Summing up. 

Luraxme to South Pass. California— Final Gleanings. 

Railroad to the Pacific. 



Address THE TRIBUNE, New-York. 



A Complete Political History of the United States 

A POLITICAL HISTORY, exhibiting the Nature, Origin and Practical Operation of Constitu- 
tional Government in the United States ; the Rise and Progress of Parties ; and the views of 
Distinguished Statesmen on Questions of Foreign an d Domestic Policy. ' 

BY ANDREW W. YOUNG. 

Large Svo. Library^ Sheep, Price |3 50. 

This work embraces the whole period of our governmental history, commencing with the 
brief " compact " drawn up by tiie ** Pilgrim Fathers " before their landing, down to the present 
administration. 

It presents the views of our ablest Statesmen, and the action of the Government on all the 
prominent questions of public policy which have arisen under the Constitution, and which have 
divided the people into parties. 

An important feature of the work is, that on controverted questions, whether involving Con- 
stitutional principles or mere considerations of policy, the main arguments on both sides are 
impartially given, and submitted without comment to the judgment of the reader. 

Subjoined to the work is an Appendix, containing the Declaration of Independence, Articles 
of Confederation, a statement of the Electoral Yotes.that have been given for the different can- 
didates for the Presidency, etc., etc. 

[From the N. Y. Tribune.] 

** The author has performed his difficult task with that laborious care and conscientious fidelity, 
which those acquainted with his previous works must confidently anticipate in any production 
of his pen. . . . There are tens of thousands — nay, hundreds of thousands — of youth in 
our land, whose daily duties do not afford them leisure to wade .through shelves of Niles' Regis- 
ters, Annual Registers, Washington's, Jefferson's, Madison's, Calhoun s, Benton's and other 
letters and papers, in order to gain a clear and comprehensive view of the main questions which 
have successively divided our statesmen and our countrymen generally. But the farmer's son by 
the winter fireside, the apprentice at his hours of leisure, the clerk in the duller season for business, 
may make himself thoroughly familiar with Mr. Young's book, and thus become better informed 
respecting the past political history of our country than so many as one-third of those now exer- 
cising the right of suffrage. And as the same questions, substantially, reappeared from age to age 
though under different auspices, and often with a change of sides among those contending for the 
mastery, this unassuming * Statesman ' will prove to most of them emphatically useful and in- 
structive. We heartily commend it to general attention aridperusaV^ 

TO AGENTS. — The above book is sold only by subscription. Exclusive right for Oountie. 
given to active, energetic men. For terms, address the Publishers. 
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EV£RY AMERICAN CITIZEN 

SHOULD OWN 

RANDALL'S LIFE OF JEFFERSON. 8 vols .. $ 1 50 

JEFFERSON'S COMPLETE WORKS. 9 vols 22 60 

RECOLLECTIONS OF WASHINGTON, by his adopted Son, G. W. Parke Custis. . 2 60 

LIFE AND WORKS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 2 vols 6 00 

WIRT'S LIFE OF PATRICK HENRY. I vol I 26 

• •• — 

A LARGE NUMBER OF AGENTS WANTED TO CIRCULATE 

THE LIFE AND PUBLIC SEEYICES 

OF 

HON. ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 

Witb a Portrait on Steel. 

BYD. W.BARTLETT, 

THE WELL-KNOWN AUTHOR OF ** THE LIFE OF LADY JANE GRAY," " JOAN OF ARC," ETC., 

And Wash/innton Oorrespo^ent o/the^IT&w York Evening Post^" and ^^ Independent?^ 

One l&andsoine l^mo. Clotta, n^llt back, 360 pases. Price . . . $1 00 
Pamplilet Bditlon, 25 

Liberal discount given. Address DERBY & JACKSON, Publishers, 

498 Broadway, New- York. 

*** Copies of either or all of the above sent bj mail, post paid, on receipt of the price as 
advertised. 



mm BOOKS FOR THE CAMPAIGN. 



HTTTOmNSON'S REFITBLIOAN SONGSTER, 

Edited by JOHN W. HUTCHINSON, of the weU-known 

HUTCHINSON FAMILY OF SINQBRS, 

and embracing tome of their choicest tongs. Price 10 cents. 

ALSO, 

THE BOBOLINK MINSTREL, 

Or REPUBLICAN SONGSTER, Edited by Gkobob W. Bukoat, containing a great rariety of lii^ily humorous, as 

well as patriotic songs. Price 10 cents. 

ALSO, 

THE CONNECTIOUT WIDE-AWAKE SONGSTER, 

Edited by Johh W. HurOHiffSON, asdsted by B. Jjbpson, Professor of Music, of New-Haven. This book embraces 
some of the best of the Hutchinson Family songs, and a variety of choice songs espedally adapted to the Wide 
Awakes, who, it is well known, are a Connecticut ** Institution.'* Price 10 cents. 

THS ABOVS THBKB BOOKS CORTAni 

" TH^E FLAG OF THE BRA F^," 

A 125 Prize Song, by^W. J. Wallack, together with many others of nearly equal merit that were candidates for the 
Prise, neither of which can be found in any other Campidgn Songster. Glee Clubs that desire 

THE BEST CAMPAIGN SONGS OF THE SEASON 
Should be careftil to order either 

HUTCHINSON'S REPUBLICAN SONGSTER, 

THE BOBOLINK MINSTREL, 

OR 

THE cohnecticvt wide- Air ake. 

Eadi 10 cents; or the three for 25 cents, or all of them, which would be better sUlL A liberal discount to clubs 
and booksellers, in quantities. Published by 

O. HUTOHINSON, 272 Greenwich St., N. T. 



JUST PUBLISHED, JULY 2^th, 1860. 

THE 

REPUBLICAN ''CAMPAIGN'' TEXT-BOOK 

FOU 1860. 

BY WILLIAM HENRY TRY, 

OF THB NEW YORK TBIBUNB. 

12mo. Paper Cover». Price 26 eente. 

This work, handsomely printed, contains 82 chapters of the most important matter, necessary to be known of Re- 
publican principles, and sham Democracy; white Slavery (Jewish, Greek, and Boman), which the South desires to 
reriye; Modem Slarery; Ordinance of 1787; Compromises; Kansas; Votes; Administration Corruptions ; Outrages 
on the North; Southern white Slavery; Burning of Men alive; British Emancipation successftd; Land Question; 
Lives of lincoln and HamUn, etc., etc., all dose, condensed, and accurate. 

Air Abut of Aqknts Waktsd to sell this work throughout the land. Terms liberal 

Single copies sent to any address, postpaid, on receipt of price. Address 

A. B. BUEDICK, Pabliaher, 

Ko, 145 Nau(m 8t,y New TorJc. 

A New Edition of Helper's Orlsis ready. 
2& 
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THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
NOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 

Harvard College Widener Library 
Cambridge, MA 021 38 (61 7) 4g5-241 3 
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